
חוּ  הּ לאֹ יִקָּׁ ה מֵאִישָּׁ ה גְרוּשָּׁ א כא:ז( … וְאִשָּׁ )וַיִקְרָּׁ   
 And they [a Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from 
her husband … 
 Among the unique מִצְוֹת that apply to כֹהַנִים is the אִסּוּר to 
marry a divorced woman. In his תְשוּבוֹת (II: 174 עֶזֶר  חֲתַם סוֹפֵר the ,(אֶבֶן הָּׁ
relates an unusual but fascinating incident based on this אִסּוּר.  
 There was a wealthy Italian woman who had involved a  בֵית
 from her difficult husband. After some time she גֶט to help her get a דִין
returned to בֵית דִין and informed them that she desired to marry a כֹהֵן. 
When all the נִים  refused to allow the couple to marry, the irreligious רַבָּׁ
 decided to take his case to the secular courts, and force the כֹהֵן
respected נִים  ’to officiate the marriage. He wanted an ‘Orthodox רַבָּׁ
wedding and ignored the פְסַק of the נִים  .רַבָּׁ
 The כֹהֵן agreed that there is an אִסּוּר to marry a divorcee, as 
stated in the ה  ,However, in his situation it should be permissible .תוֹרָּׁ
he claimed. He was an רֶץ אָּׁ  and he based his argument on the עַם הָּׁ
literal translation of the words ּחו הּ לאֹ יִקָּׁ ה מֵאִישָּׁ ה גְרוּשָּׁ  And they [a ,וְאִשָּׁ
Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from her husband, which, to 
his mind, applies only to a woman who was sent away by her husband. 
In this woman’s case, the former husband was at fault and בֵית דִין 
forced him to divorce her. Why should she be forbidden? Being a 
מִים freethinker, who did not accept the ,מַשְכִיל  and their חֲכָּׁ
interpretations of ה שֶבַעַל פֶה  he was able to convince the secular ,תוֹרָּׁ
authorities that his reasoning was correct. 

 The legal matter was then presented to the Emperor for his 
approval. He declared that it was a religious matter and he needed an 
impartial opinion. He chose a Jewish scholar who was knowledgeable 
in ה  ,and in secular matters but who was not a rabbi. To his credit תוֹרָּׁ
the scholar was surprisingly unbiased and issued the following verdict:  
 According to the literal words of the ה  the only way ,תוֹרָּׁ
(besides for death) for a marriage to end is if the husband does not 
desire to stay married to his wife. This is based on the סוּק רִים ) פָּׁ דְבָּׁ
(כד:א יו א חֵן בְעֵנָּׁ יָּׁה אִם לאֹ תִמְצָּׁ הּ…וְהָּׁ תַן בְיָּׁדָּׁ …וְנָּׁ , and it will be that if she 
will not find favor in his eyes… and he shall give her [a גֶט]… The ה  תוֹרָּׁ
does not say that the husband can be forced to divorce her. It is the 
מִים  who allowed her to demand a divorce under certain חֲכָּׁ
circumstances. 
 Therefore, if the כֹהֵן does not accept the words of the מִים  ,חֲכָּׁ
and only interprets the ה  s literal meaning, she is then still married’תוֹרָּׁ
to her first husband! If the כֹהֵן does accept the ruling of the מִים  to חֲכָּׁ
permit such a divorce he is not permitted to marry based on their ruling 
to apply the אִסּוּר of ה  .in all cases גְרוּשָּׁ
 The Emperor accepted the logic of the scholar and ruled that 
the couple could not get married. The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר ends his ה  by תְשוּבָּׁ
saying that although this scholar was a מַשְכִיל who had questioned the 
authority of the מִים  for this honest response, may his name be ,חֲכָּׁ
blessed. 

Adapted from Shabbos With R’ Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Reb Ezriel Tauber had no means of 
support, and went to the previous 

Skverer Rebbe A”H for a brocha.

Every morning from 4:00am to 8:00am 
R’ Tauber learned with his Chavrusa.

The deal was made and every week 
R’ Taber met his new obligation.

Today, this yungerman is a well-respected 
Dayan and is renowned for having all four 

chalokim of Shulchan Aruch at his fingertips!

Rebbe, I am 
looking to work 
as a jeweler in 

Manhattan…

Manhattan?! You 
will need 4 hours of 
continuous learning 

before traveling there… 
Hashem should give you 

mazel u’brocha…

Reb Yaakov, 
recently I noticed 

you are so tired? Is 
everything alright?

How much do 
you earn from 

your night job?

…I’m really short of money but 
he’s such a talented talmid chochom… 

I would feel that my child could use his 
time better and I would first try to get 

him the money… well…

$70 a week.

He’s Hashem’s 
child…Of course, I 
must find a way to 
give him the money…

My wife and I 
thank you!

Thank me? Thank YOU! 
Learning has become so 
much more geshmak! I’m 
enjoying every precious 
minute of our learning!

I learn in kollel all 
day and recently took 

a night job to help 
support my family.

If this would be 
my child, what 
would I do…

5474 - 5553  1713 - 1793  rhht z"h

R' Yechezkel Landau יְהוּדָה) זַצַ״ל  ,a wealthy ,ר׳ יְהוּדָה was born in Opatów (Apta), Poland, to (צְלַ״ח ,נוֹדָע בִּ
scholarly businessman, and his wife חַיָה, the ין ית דִּ  of Dubnow’s daughter. He learned under his אַב בֵּ
father until age 11, and then with יק צְחָק אײַזִּ  ,for 2 years. He learned in Brody for 4 years זַצַ״ל Segal ר׳ יִּ
and at age 18, he married יבָא ילָה Shetskes. At the young age of 20, the Brody לִּ  appointed him as one קְהִּ
of its main ים ר׳  ,of Yampol. In 1755 רָב a position he held for about a decade. He then served as ,דַיָנִּ
אל יבָה and also as ראַבַ״ד moved to Prague, serving as יְחֶזְקֵּ  was (חַיֵּי אָדָם) ,זַצַ״ל Danzig ר׳ אַבְרָהָם .ראֹשׁ יְשִּׁ
one of his famous ים ידִּ ק As his fame as a .תַלְמִּ לוֹת grew far and wide, he answered major פּוֹסֵּ  from שְׁאֵּ
all over Europe, and was also a major spokesman against the הַשְכָלָה movement. אל  was ר׳ יְחֶזְקֵּ
renowned for the peaceful manner he handled 2 historic controversies (the dispute between  עֲקֹב ר׳ יֵּ
ן יץ and עֶמְדִּ  of Cleves), and was respected by both Jews and Gentiles alike. He גֵּט and the ר׳ יוֹנָתָן אײַבְשִּׁ

authored יְהוּדָה יוֹן לְנֶפֶשׁ חַיָה ,(שׁוּ״ת) נוֹדָע בִּ רְבָבָה and ,(שַׁ״ס on) צִּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ on דָגוּל מֵּ  .among others ,שֻׁׁ

 

I would 
definitely try. I’m 

sure my wife would 
be extremely 

happy…

Would you agree 
to give up the work 

and go to bed earlier 
if I give you $70 each 

week?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ה ר׳  born in Kraków, Poland, to ,(רַמָ״א) זַצַ״ל Isserles ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
רָאֵל כָה דִינָה and יִשְׂ חִיאֵל was a grandson of ,מַלְׂ  ,זַצַ״ל Luria ר׳ יְׂ
the first רָב of Brisk. ה מִיכָה received ר׳ מֹשֶׁ  .at the age of 13 סְׂ

He learned under לִין זַצַ״ל נָא מֵלוּבְׂ  .(father of his 2nd wife Golda) ר׳ שָלוֹם שַכְׂ
His first wife, Krendel, was ת רֶׁ טֶׁ  at a young age (20). He later married נִפְׂ
Sprintze, the daughter of שוֹן הַכֹהֵן כַי גֵרְׂ דְׂ  About 1550, he returned to .ר׳ מָרְׂ
Kraków and founded a שִיבָה  and the also דַיָן In 1553, he was appointed as .יְׂ
served on the בַע אַרָצוֹת ה A prolific writer, he authored .וַעַד אַרְׂ כֵי מֹשֶׁ  on) דַרְׂ
the חִיר יַיִן ,(בֵית יוֹסֵף / טוּר תֵר on) מְׂ סְׂ גִלַת אֶׁ חָן ) הַמַפָה and שו״ת הָרַמָ״א ,(מְׂ לְׂ שֻׁ
פָרַד did for בֵית יוֹסֵף Similar to what the .(עָרוּךְ נֵי סְׂ  established the רַמָ״א the ,בְׂ
הָגִים קֵי הֲלָכָה and מִנְׂ נַז for פִסְׂ כְׂ נֵי אַשְׂ  .בְׂ

 י״ח אייר
5280 — 5332 
1520 — 1572 

 R' Moshe Isserles זַצַ״ל, the רַמָ״א, in his הַקְדָמָה 
to ה  writes that while he was ,דַרְכֵי מֺשֶׁ
completing his ר הִלְכוֹת  and writing הֲלָכָה סֵפֶׁ
ר the ,חַלָה ר' יוֹסֵף קאַרוֹ  authored by סֵפֶׁ
 .emerged on the scene ,בֵית יוֹסֵף ,זַצַ״ל
With glowing words, the רַמָ״א writes that 
the ר  has everything. He continues that סֵפֶׁ
he cried to ד׳ that there was nothing to 
add; his effort was like “A candle in the sun 
— what is it worth?” But similar to בֵית הִלֵל, 
who first taught בֵית שַמַאי’s הֲלָכָה, his work became the 
 .בְנֵי אַשְכְנַז for פְסַק
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R’ Shlomo זצ”ל was born in 1925 in East New York, to R’ Shmuel and Baila Freifeld. 
He attended ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין and was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yitzchok Hutner זצ”ל. He 
married Chaya Sara Cohen in 1953. He moved to Toronto in 1963 and helped establish the
 .ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין in מנהל of Toronto. In 1965 R’ Shlomo was invited to be בית יעקב
After the ישיבה moved to Brooklyn in 1967, R’ Freifeld  remained in Far Rockaway 
and founded ישיבה שאר ישוב with 12 בחורים. it became a magnet for young men seeking 
Torah. His first wife was נפטר in 1983 and in 1984 he married Rebbetzin Sara Etel Freifeld 
 פעילים and His people, and was key in establishing ד’ He overflowed with love of .שתח’
in ארץ ישראל. He brought many thousands of people closer to their Jewish roots.

י“ז תשרי   1925-1990   5685-5751

Oy, vay! Rabbi, I love the 
summer but I dread the first 

days. This place is such a mess! I 
will have to start cleaning up in 

the morning!

BACHURIM, the kitchen is a real mess. the 
cook just left for the night. I’d like to give 
him a surprise for tomorrow morning. Are 

you interested in cleaning tonight?

Ok... Sruly, you gather those crates and 
fold those boxes and take them to the curb. 
Yossi, go find a mop and wash the floor. Eli, 

Chaim and I will clean out the stove and scrub 
the counters…

Hmm…

Sure, Rebbi!...we’re 
ready!

Yossi, Can we move that 
refrigerator over there? 

that way the cook will have 
easy access…

Great job, 
team! We may be a poor 

Yeshivah, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be a 

clean one!

אם לא עכשיו...
Let’s do it now.

Rav Shlomo Freifeld and his Yeshivah 
would go to a summer camp every year…

Together they swept, scoured and polished. They also 
spoke, joked and laughed together with their Rebbi.

Rav Shlomo’s presence filled the room, 
making it an entirely joyful experience 

for the students to be there.

That night the Rav acts on an idea…

When they were done, they were left 
with a beautiful, everlasting memory.



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 The מוֹרֵינוּ הָרַב שְלֺמֺה לוּרִיָה  ,מַהַרְשַ״ל
 R' Moshe Isserles ,רַמָ״א learned with the ,זַצַ״ל
 the ,רַמָ״א of the הֶסְפֵד At the .יְשִיבָה in ,זַצַ״ל
 is written קֶבֶר s’רַמְבַ״ם cried, “…On the מַהַרְשַ״ל
the words, ‘!מִמֺשֶה עַד מֺשֶה לאֺ קָם בְיִשְרָאֵל כְמֺשֶה 
— From [רַבֵינוּ] מֺשֶה till מֺשֶה [the רַמְבַ״ם] there 
was never in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל anyone so great!’ 
Concerning the רַמָ״א we can also say,  מִמֺשֶה
 ”!]רַמְבַ״ם[ עַד מֺשֶה ]רַמָ״א[ לאֺ קָם בְיִשְרָאֵל כְמֺשֶה
These words were inscribed on the רַמָ״א’s 
tombstone.    
 Once the רַמָ״א had a situation that 
caused an uproar throughout the entire region. 
He officiated at a marriage on שַבָת and had to 
write the following תְשוּבָה: 
 “Although it is not the law that we 

may hold marriages on שַבָת, we have these two 
exceptional opinions to rely upon in times of 
emergency;   for   great   is   the   principle   of 
protecting the honor of human beings, and at 
times the parties are unable to agree on the 
dowry until Friday night, and the wedding is 
then held. … 
 “…I heard behind me the sound of a 
great noise (complaints)… It concerned the 
action taken by me recently when I arranged a 
wedding … It was in the dark of night on Friday 
evening, an hour and a half after night had 
fallen … a poor man … who had betrothed his 
elder daughter … went to his world (passed 
away) … The daughter was left bereaved … of 
all except one relative … Then, when the time 

came  for  her  marriage  …  she  did  not  see 
anything of the dowry …  
 was approaching, her relatives שַבָת“ 
who were to give the dowry closed their fists … 
Then the groom absolutely refused to marry 
her. He paid no attention to the pleas of the 
leaders of the city that he refrain from putting a 
daughter of Israel to shame for the sake of 
mere money … they finally agreed …” 
 My תַלְמִיד, only someone of the 
status of the רַמָ״א can make such a ruling, but 
the message about what we must consider and 
forgo   in   order   not   to   shame   others   is 
appropriate for us all! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

Kiddush HashemLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ י בְתוֹךְ בְנֵׁ קְדַשְתִׁ י וְנִׁ ם קָדְשִׁ קְרָא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)וְלאֹ תְחַלְלוּ אֶת שֵׁ וַיִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  
should  be  sanctified  among  ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ   … בְנֵׁ
 A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דוּש עַל קִׁ
ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,הַשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans מַח שְמָם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said:  
 "Every  Jew  killed  by  this  evil  regime  merits  eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  הַשְגָחַת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the צְוָה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul." 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 We have learned that before being slaughtered,  הַגָאוֹן הַגָדוֹל
י קַמַאי הי״ד ין the ,הָרַב אַבְרָהָם צְבִׁ ית דִׁ יבָה and the אַב בֵׁ  ,of Mir ראֹש יְשִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love…  
 The year was 5703 (1947). It was י עֲצֶרֶת ינִׁ י  and in ,שְמִׁ בְנֵׁ
יבָה s Ponovezh’בְרַק  had reached their peak. Led by the הַקָפוֹת the ,יְשִׁ
Ponovezher רָב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the תַלְמִׁ
יבָה י תוֹרָה their hands joined, danced with the ,יְשִׁ פְרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תוֹרָה. 
 Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly שַמָש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are   dead,   killed   by   the   Germans,   buried   somewhere   in   the 
blood-soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, 
and as he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself. 
 The שַמָש rushed over to the Ponovezher רָב and cried out, 
י! גװאַלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — רֶבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תוֹרָה and  רְאַת יִׁ
ם  "?why aren't they here — שָמַיִׁ
 As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher רָב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry. 
 He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דוּש הַשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with עַל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תוֹרָה in the  יבָה שֶל יְשִׁ
דֶן the Heavenly Academy, in ,מַעֲלָה  .amongst all the holy martyrs גַן עֵׁ
 “Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תוֹרָה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens. 
 “Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to  sanctify  His  Name  here,  in  our  difficult  lives,  following  the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תוֹרָה and carry out the צְוַת  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 Since the counting of סְפִירָה should be done while 
standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember 
you forgot to count סְפִירָה, you must get out of bed, stand 

up and count סְפִירָה. 
 The אוּר הֲלָכָה  should be בִרְכַת הַמִצְוֹת that all גְמָרָא cites the בֵּ

said while standing, and we learn this from the מִצְוָה of סְפִירָה. 
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Sage Sayings

ALL BOYS GRADES 4 & OLDER

י״ד אייר תשע“ט, יום ראשון לסדר בהר

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019

KOL YAAKOV 
1703 MCDONALD AVE 

FLATBUSH

DOORS OPEN 6:00pm 
PROGRAM BEGINS 6:30pm

Entrance & bus tickets are available 
through your school representative  

or mail money with coupon below to:

The National Office of  
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America 

42 Broadway • New York, NY 10004 
212-797-9000 ext.274

NAME __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

PHONE # ________________________________________________________

AMOUNT OF PEREK (PIRKEI) MISHNAYOS LEARNED ____________________

AMOUNT OF  ENTRANCE TICKETS ___________________________________

4th grade ................ 1 Perek משניות בפנים
5th & 6th grades ..... 2 Perakim משניות בפנים
7th & 8th grades ..... 3 Perakim משניות בפנים

$12 – if purchased before May 10
$15 – late sales and at the door

LEARN:

All boys attending must 
have adult supervision.

PURCHASE:

ENTRANCE FEE: LEARN & PURCHASE 

Seforim prizes sponsored by the Rabbi 
Joshua Silbermintz Memorial Foundation.

Special Guest  
Story Teller!
RABBI YOEL 
FERBER

Reservations are required.  
All boys must have tickets in order to enter.

For locations outside of Brooklyn, 
contact your local Pirchei coordinator 
for entrance and bus tickets.
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The רַמָ״א was נִפְטָר on ל״ג בָעוֹמֶר, and every year on that day people 
from all over Poland would gather to say תְהִלִים and listen to the רָב 
of Cracow give a ד  R' Bunim Sofer ,רָב One year, the Cracow .הֶסְפֵּ
ד began his ,זַצַ״ל    חיים שיש בהם )על מודעי השנה(  :has the same Source אֶמֺר !… בְחֻקֺתַי … בְהַר … אֶמֺר“ ,הֶסְפֵּ

letters as זײַן יאָרצײַט פאַלט אַלעֶמאָל צװִשן בְהַר אוּן בְחֻקֺתַי ,רַמָ״א — His 
 This — !בְחֻקֺתַי and בְהַר [of פָרָשִיּוֹת the] always falls between יאָרצײַט
is a רֶמֶז that his הֲלָכוֹת are accepted and have the same קְדֻשָה as the 
 ”!הַר סִינַי on מֺשֶה  given by חֻקִים

This week’s winners: 
Grade 1 – Elimelech Cohen, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; 
Passaic, NJ; Donny Ehrenfeld, Yeshiva Ahavas 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY. 
Grade 2 — Yehuda     Berkowitz,     Yeshiva 
Elementary School; Miami Beach, FL; Shmuel 
Tarkieltaub, Yeshiva Ohr Baruch; Chicago, IL; 
Yitzi Kress, Yeshiva Tashbar; Lakewood, NJ; 
Elliot Maleh, Yeshivat Darche Eres (YDE); Elliot 
Dweck, Yeshivat Shaare Torah; Brooklyn, NY; 
Dovid Richman, Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; 
Inwood, NY; Eliezer Stulberg, Yeshiva Yesode 
Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 3 — Dovid Menachem Feldman, Torah 
Academy; Boston, MA; Ezra Askenazi Antebi, 
Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico City, Mexico; 
Yosef Zarkhin,  Clifton Cheder;  Clifton, NJ; 
Yehuda Alter Yisroel Brody, Talmud Torah Ohr 
Elchonon;  Lakewood, NJ;  Yitzchak Cohen, 
Yeshivat Ateret Torah; Aaron Dayan, Yeshivat 
Mekor Chaim; Naftali Giladi, Yeshivat Ohel 
Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Moshe Yonah Dvash, 

Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Fresh Meadows, 
NY; Rafael Elimelekh, Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah 
(RJJ);  Staten  Island,  NY;  Tzvi  Neuhauser, 
Yeshiva Ketana Ohr Reuven; Suffern, NY. 
Grade 4 — Yehoshua Abrams, Hillel Academy; 
Denver, CO; Sholom Cohen, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Waterbury, CT; Mordechai Chesny, Yeshiva 
Beth Yehudah; Southfield, MI; Yosef Landau, 
Yechiel Meir Waxman, Lakewood Cheder; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shia Rubinstein, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shrage Veretzky; Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh Baruch, 
Yeshiva Torah Temimah; Brooklyn, NY; Eliyahu 
Amsel, The Toronto Cheder; Mordechai Klein, 
Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 5 — Shlomo  Zalman  Joseph,  Hillel 
Academy;    Denver,    CO;    Yosef    Baruch 
Askarinam, Torah Academy; Boca Raton, FL; 
Shmaya  Butrimovitz,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Baruch; 
Chicago,   IL;   Hillel   Shaul   Roberts,   Torah 
Academy; Minneapolis, MN; Zalman Naftali 
Landy, The Cheder; Gedalia Gross, Yeshiva 
Toras Emmes Kamenitz; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel 
Eliyahu Weissman, Talmud Torah Siach 

Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Refual Schwartz, 
Bobov Yeshiva Bnei Zion; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 6 — Shmuel Behar, Yeshiva Elementary 
School; Miami Beach, FL; Jay Yaacob Romano 
Kouhen, Yeshiva Ateret Yosef; Mexico 
City,Mexico; Yehuda Leib Selengut, Talmud 
Torah Ohr Elchonon; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef 
Segal, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; Tzvi Teitz, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Passaic, NJ; Moshe Chayim Wiener, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Yehuda Boiangiu, Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; 
Fresh Meadows, NY. 
Grade 7 — Avraham Ephraim Cohen, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Waterbury, CT; Ralph Esses, Yeshivat 
Darche Eres(YDE); Brooklyn, NY; Meir Miller, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Shmuel Papoff, The Toronto Cheder; Toronto, 
ON. 
Grade 8 — Eliyahu Shraga Zaks, Yeshiva Ktana; 
Passaic,NJ; Yaakov Yitzchok Gans, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; Yehuda 
Kracko,  Yeshiva  Degel  Hatorah  Maamar 
Mordechai; Spring Valley, NY. 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 The מוֹרֵינוּ הָרַב שְלֺמֺה לוּרִיָה  ,מַהַרְשַ״ל
 R' Moshe Isserles ,רַמָ״א learned with the ,זַצַ״ל
 the ,רַמָ״א of the הֶסְפֵד At the .יְשִיבָה in ,זַצַ״ל
 is written קֶבֶר s’רַמְבַ״ם cried, “…On the מַהַרְשַ״ל
the words, ‘!מִמֺשֶה עַד מֺשֶה לאֺ קָם בְיִשְרָאֵל כְמֺשֶה 
— From [רַבֵינוּ] מֺשֶה till מֺשֶה [the רַמְבַ״ם] there 
was never in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל anyone so great!’ 
Concerning the רַמָ״א we can also say,  מִמֺשֶה
 ”!]רַמְבַ״ם[ עַד מֺשֶה ]רַמָ״א[ לאֺ קָם בְיִשְרָאֵל כְמֺשֶה
These words were inscribed on the רַמָ״א’s 
tombstone.    
 Once the רַמָ״א had a situation that 
caused an uproar throughout the entire region. 
He officiated at a marriage on שַבָת and had to 
write the following תְשוּבָה: 
 “Although it is not the law that we 

may hold marriages on שַבָת, we have these two 
exceptional opinions to rely upon in times of 
emergency;   for   great   is   the   principle   of 
protecting the honor of human beings, and at 
times the parties are unable to agree on the 
dowry until Friday night, and the wedding is 
then held. … 
 “…I heard behind me the sound of a 
great noise (complaints)… It concerned the 
action taken by me recently when I arranged a 
wedding … It was in the dark of night on Friday 
evening, an hour and a half after night had 
fallen … a poor man … who had betrothed his 
elder daughter … went to his world (passed 
away) … The daughter was left bereaved … of 
all except one relative … Then, when the time 

came  for  her  marriage  …  she  did  not  see 
anything of the dowry …  
 was approaching, her relatives שַבָת“ 
who were to give the dowry closed their fists … 
Then the groom absolutely refused to marry 
her. He paid no attention to the pleas of the 
leaders of the city that he refrain from putting a 
daughter of Israel to shame for the sake of 
mere money … they finally agreed …” 
 My תַלְמִיד, only someone of the 
status of the רַמָ״א can make such a ruling, but 
the message about what we must consider and 
forgo   in   order   not   to   shame   others   is 
appropriate for us all! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

Kiddush HashemLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ י בְתוֹךְ בְנֵׁ קְדַשְתִׁ י וְנִׁ ם קָדְשִׁ קְרָא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)וְלאֹ תְחַלְלוּ אֶת שֵׁ וַיִׁ  
 You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  
should  be  sanctified  among  ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ   … בְנֵׁ
 A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דוּש עַל קִׁ
ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,הַשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans מַח שְמָם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said:  
 "Every  Jew  killed  by  this  evil  regime  merits  eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  הַשְגָחַת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the צְוָה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul." 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 We have learned that before being slaughtered,  הַגָאוֹן הַגָדוֹל
י קַמַאי הי״ד ין the ,הָרַב אַבְרָהָם צְבִׁ ית דִׁ יבָה and the אַב בֵׁ  ,of Mir ראֹש יְשִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love…  
 The year was 5703 (1947). It was י עֲצֶרֶת ינִׁ י  and in ,שְמִׁ בְנֵׁ
יבָה s Ponovezh’בְרַק  had reached their peak. Led by the הַקָפוֹת the ,יְשִׁ
Ponovezher רָב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the תַלְמִׁ
יבָה י תוֹרָה their hands joined, danced with the ,יְשִׁ פְרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תוֹרָה. 
 Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly שַמָש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are   dead,   killed   by   the   Germans,   buried   somewhere   in   the 
blood-soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, 
and as he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself. 
 The שַמָש rushed over to the Ponovezher רָב and cried out, 
י! גװאַלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — רֶבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תוֹרָה and  רְאַת יִׁ
ם  "?why aren't they here — שָמַיִׁ
 As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher רָב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry. 
 He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דוּש הַשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with עַל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תוֹרָה in the  יבָה שֶל יְשִׁ
דֶן the Heavenly Academy, in ,מַעֲלָה  .amongst all the holy martyrs גַן עֵׁ
 “Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תוֹרָה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens. 
 “Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to  sanctify  His  Name  here,  in  our  difficult  lives,  following  the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תוֹרָה and carry out the צְוַת  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ
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Grade 1 – Elimelech Cohen, Yeshiva Bais Hillel; 
Passaic, NJ; Donny Ehrenfeld, Yeshiva Ahavas 
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Kracko,  Yeshiva  Degel  Hatorah  Maamar 
Mordechai; Spring Valley, NY. 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל



חוּ  הּ לאֹ יִקָּׁ ה מֵאִישָּׁ ה גְרוּשָּׁ א כא:ז( … וְאִשָּׁ )וַיִקְרָּׁ   
 And they [a Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from 
her husband … 
 Among the unique מִצְוֹת that apply to כֹהַנִים is the אִסּוּר to 
marry a divorced woman. In his תְשוּבוֹת (II: 174 עֶזֶר  חֲתַם סוֹפֵר the ,(אֶבֶן הָּׁ
relates an unusual but fascinating incident based on this אִסּוּר.  
 There was a wealthy Italian woman who had involved a  בֵית
 from her difficult husband. After some time she גֶט to help her get a דִין
returned to בֵית דִין and informed them that she desired to marry a כֹהֵן. 
When all the נִים  refused to allow the couple to marry, the irreligious רַבָּׁ
 decided to take his case to the secular courts, and force the כֹהֵן
respected נִים  ’to officiate the marriage. He wanted an ‘Orthodox רַבָּׁ
wedding and ignored the פְסַק of the נִים  .רַבָּׁ
 The כֹהֵן agreed that there is an אִסּוּר to marry a divorcee, as 
stated in the ה  ,However, in his situation it should be permissible .תוֹרָּׁ
he claimed. He was an רֶץ אָּׁ  and he based his argument on the עַם הָּׁ
literal translation of the words ּחו הּ לאֹ יִקָּׁ ה מֵאִישָּׁ ה גְרוּשָּׁ  And they [a ,וְאִשָּׁ
Kohen] shall not marry a woman divorced from her husband, which, to 
his mind, applies only to a woman who was sent away by her husband. 
In this woman’s case, the former husband was at fault and בֵית דִין 
forced him to divorce her. Why should she be forbidden? Being a 
מִים freethinker, who did not accept the ,מַשְכִיל  and their חֲכָּׁ
interpretations of ה שֶבַעַל פֶה  he was able to convince the secular ,תוֹרָּׁ
authorities that his reasoning was correct. 

 The legal matter was then presented to the Emperor for his 
approval. He declared that it was a religious matter and he needed an 
impartial opinion. He chose a Jewish scholar who was knowledgeable 
in ה  ,and in secular matters but who was not a rabbi. To his credit תוֹרָּׁ
the scholar was surprisingly unbiased and issued the following verdict:  
 According to the literal words of the ה  the only way ,תוֹרָּׁ
(besides for death) for a marriage to end is if the husband does not 
desire to stay married to his wife. This is based on the סוּק רִים ) פָּׁ דְבָּׁ
(כד:א יו א חֵן בְעֵנָּׁ יָּׁה אִם לאֹ תִמְצָּׁ הּ…וְהָּׁ תַן בְיָּׁדָּׁ …וְנָּׁ , and it will be that if she 
will not find favor in his eyes… and he shall give her [a גֶט]… The ה  תוֹרָּׁ
does not say that the husband can be forced to divorce her. It is the 
מִים  who allowed her to demand a divorce under certain חֲכָּׁ
circumstances. 
 Therefore, if the כֹהֵן does not accept the words of the מִים  ,חֲכָּׁ
and only interprets the ה  s literal meaning, she is then still married’תוֹרָּׁ
to her first husband! If the כֹהֵן does accept the ruling of the מִים  to חֲכָּׁ
permit such a divorce he is not permitted to marry based on their ruling 
to apply the אִסּוּר of ה  .in all cases גְרוּשָּׁ
 The Emperor accepted the logic of the scholar and ruled that 
the couple could not get married. The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר ends his ה  by תְשוּבָּׁ
saying that although this scholar was a מַשְכִיל who had questioned the 
authority of the מִים  for this honest response, may his name be ,חֲכָּׁ
blessed. 

Adapted from Shabbos With R’ Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Reb Ezriel Tauber had no means of 
support, and went to the previous 

Skverer Rebbe A”H for a brocha.

Every morning from 4:00am to 8:00am 
R’ Tauber learned with his Chavrusa.

The deal was made and every week 
R’ Taber met his new obligation.

Today, this yungerman is a well-respected 
Dayan and is renowned for having all four 

chalokim of Shulchan Aruch at his fingertips!

Rebbe, I am 
looking to work 
as a jeweler in 

Manhattan…

Manhattan?! You 
will need 4 hours of 
continuous learning 

before traveling there… 
Hashem should give you 

mazel u’brocha…

Reb Yaakov, 
recently I noticed 

you are so tired? Is 
everything alright?

How much do 
you earn from 

your night job?

…I’m really short of money but 
he’s such a talented talmid chochom… 

I would feel that my child could use his 
time better and I would first try to get 

him the money… well…

$70 a week.

He’s Hashem’s 
child…Of course, I 
must find a way to 
give him the money…

My wife and I 
thank you!

Thank me? Thank YOU! 
Learning has become so 
much more geshmak! I’m 
enjoying every precious 
minute of our learning!

I learn in kollel all 
day and recently took 

a night job to help 
support my family.

If this would be 
my child, what 
would I do…

5474 - 5553  1713 - 1793  rhht z"h

R' Yechezkel Landau יְהוּדָה) זַצַ״ל  ,a wealthy ,ר׳ יְהוּדָה was born in Opatów (Apta), Poland, to (צְלַ״ח ,נוֹדָע בִּ
scholarly businessman, and his wife חַיָה, the ין ית דִּ  of Dubnow’s daughter. He learned under his אַב בֵּ
father until age 11, and then with יק צְחָק אײַזִּ  ,for 2 years. He learned in Brody for 4 years זַצַ״ל Segal ר׳ יִּ
and at age 18, he married יבָא ילָה Shetskes. At the young age of 20, the Brody לִּ  appointed him as one קְהִּ
of its main ים ר׳  ,of Yampol. In 1755 רָב a position he held for about a decade. He then served as ,דַיָנִּ
אל יבָה and also as ראַבַ״ד moved to Prague, serving as יְחֶזְקֵּ  was (חַיֵּי אָדָם) ,זַצַ״ל Danzig ר׳ אַבְרָהָם .ראֹשׁ יְשִּׁ
one of his famous ים ידִּ ק As his fame as a .תַלְמִּ לוֹת grew far and wide, he answered major פּוֹסֵּ  from שְׁאֵּ
all over Europe, and was also a major spokesman against the הַשְכָלָה movement. אל  was ר׳ יְחֶזְקֵּ
renowned for the peaceful manner he handled 2 historic controversies (the dispute between  עֲקֹב ר׳ יֵּ
ן יץ and עֶמְדִּ  of Cleves), and was respected by both Jews and Gentiles alike. He גֵּט and the ר׳ יוֹנָתָן אײַבְשִּׁ

authored יְהוּדָה יוֹן לְנֶפֶשׁ חַיָה ,(שׁוּ״ת) נוֹדָע בִּ רְבָבָה and ,(שַׁ״ס on) צִּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ on דָגוּל מֵּ  .among others ,שֻׁׁ

 

I would 
definitely try. I’m 

sure my wife would 
be extremely 

happy…

Would you agree 
to give up the work 

and go to bed earlier 
if I give you $70 each 

week?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ה ר׳  born in Kraków, Poland, to ,(רַמָ״א) זַצַ״ל Isserles ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
רָאֵל כָה דִינָה and יִשְׂ חִיאֵל was a grandson of ,מַלְׂ  ,זַצַ״ל Luria ר׳ יְׂ
the first רָב of Brisk. ה מִיכָה received ר׳ מֹשֶׁ  .at the age of 13 סְׂ

He learned under לִין זַצַ״ל נָא מֵלוּבְׂ  .(father of his 2nd wife Golda) ר׳ שָלוֹם שַכְׂ
His first wife, Krendel, was ת רֶׁ טֶׁ  at a young age (20). He later married נִפְׂ
Sprintze, the daughter of שוֹן הַכֹהֵן כַי גֵרְׂ דְׂ  About 1550, he returned to .ר׳ מָרְׂ
Kraków and founded a שִיבָה  and the also דַיָן In 1553, he was appointed as .יְׂ
served on the בַע אַרָצוֹת ה A prolific writer, he authored .וַעַד אַרְׂ כֵי מֹשֶׁ  on) דַרְׂ
the חִיר יַיִן ,(בֵית יוֹסֵף / טוּר תֵר on) מְׂ סְׂ גִלַת אֶׁ חָן ) הַמַפָה and שו״ת הָרַמָ״א ,(מְׂ לְׂ שֻׁ
פָרַד did for בֵית יוֹסֵף Similar to what the .(עָרוּךְ נֵי סְׂ  established the רַמָ״א the ,בְׂ
הָגִים קֵי הֲלָכָה and מִנְׂ נַז for פִסְׂ כְׂ נֵי אַשְׂ  .בְׂ

 י״ח אייר
5280 — 5332 
1520 — 1572 

 R' Moshe Isserles זַצַ״ל, the רַמָ״א, in his הַקְדָמָה 
to ה  writes that while he was ,דַרְכֵי מֺשֶׁ
completing his ר הִלְכוֹת  and writing הֲלָכָה סֵפֶׁ
ר the ,חַלָה ר' יוֹסֵף קאַרוֹ  authored by סֵפֶׁ
 .emerged on the scene ,בֵית יוֹסֵף ,זַצַ״ל
With glowing words, the רַמָ״א writes that 
the ר  has everything. He continues that סֵפֶׁ
he cried to ד׳ that there was nothing to 
add; his effort was like “A candle in the sun 
— what is it worth?” But similar to בֵית הִלֵל, 
who first taught בֵית שַמַאי’s הֲלָכָה, his work became the 
 .בְנֵי אַשְכְנַז for פְסַק
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כ״ח לעומר     אבות ג

R’ Shlomo זצ”ל was born in 1925 in East New York, to R’ Shmuel and Baila Freifeld. 
He attended ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין and was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yitzchok Hutner זצ”ל. He 
married Chaya Sara Cohen in 1953. He moved to Toronto in 1963 and helped establish the
 .ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין in מנהל of Toronto. In 1965 R’ Shlomo was invited to be בית יעקב
After the ישיבה moved to Brooklyn in 1967, R’ Freifeld  remained in Far Rockaway 
and founded ישיבה שאר ישוב with 12 בחורים. it became a magnet for young men seeking 
Torah. His first wife was נפטר in 1983 and in 1984 he married Rebbetzin Sara Etel Freifeld 
 פעילים and His people, and was key in establishing ד’ He overflowed with love of .שתח’
in ארץ ישראל. He brought many thousands of people closer to their Jewish roots.

י“ז תשרי   1925-1990   5685-5751

Oy, vay! Rabbi, I love the 
summer but I dread the first 

days. This place is such a mess! I 
will have to start cleaning up in 

the morning!

BACHURIM, the kitchen is a real mess. the 
cook just left for the night. I’d like to give 
him a surprise for tomorrow morning. Are 

you interested in cleaning tonight?

Ok... Sruly, you gather those crates and 
fold those boxes and take them to the curb. 
Yossi, go find a mop and wash the floor. Eli, 

Chaim and I will clean out the stove and scrub 
the counters…

Hmm…

Sure, Rebbi!...we’re 
ready!

Yossi, Can we move that 
refrigerator over there? 

that way the cook will have 
easy access…

Great job, 
team! We may be a poor 

Yeshivah, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be a 

clean one!

אם לא עכשיו...
Let’s do it now.

Rav Shlomo Freifeld and his Yeshivah 
would go to a summer camp every year…

Together they swept, scoured and polished. They also 
spoke, joked and laughed together with their Rebbi.

Rav Shlomo’s presence filled the room, 
making it an entirely joyful experience 

for the students to be there.

That night the Rav acts on an idea…

When they were done, they were left 
with a beautiful, everlasting memory.


