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It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

י“ד אלול  1977 - 1910  5737 - 5670

R’ Hirsh זצ״ל was born in Pinsk to R’ Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha Feldman. He learned 
in Baranovitch under R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד, and also developed a close 
relationship with the משגיח, R’ Yisroel Yaakov Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, he went to the 
Mir and stayed for 8 years. He became a תלמיד מוהק of R’ Yeruchem Levovitz זצ״ל. He 
then traveled to Kelm to absorb their דרך in מוסר. During WWII, he was arrested and 
sent to Siberia. In 1945 he married Miriam Lieberman. After the war he was a menahel in a 
yeshiva ketanah in Versailles, France. In 1950, he moved to America and was appointed 
by R’ Avrohom Kalmanowitz as משגיח of Mir. He delivered va’adim in חכמה ומוסר from the 
Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a שיעור for close to 30 years. He was a 
surrogate ‘father’ to his talmidim and served as a bridge to the Kelmer מוסר of Europe.

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א יט:יז(.… יו ֵחְטא )ַוִיְקרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶתָך ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ  
 … you shall surely rebuke your fellow man, and you shall not 
bear a sin over him. 
יו ֵחְטא explains the words ַרִש״י  לָּׂ א עָּׂ  and you shall not ,ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ
bear a sin over him, as follows: If, through your admonishment, you 
embarrass the person, then you have committed a sin. This is a very 
important guideline for the ִמְצוָּׂה of giving rebuke. It must be done 
sensitively and discreetly.  
׳ שָארר ַזַצ״ל   offers a further interpretation of the words ר׳ ְגַדְליָּׂ
יו ֵחְטא לָּׂ א עָּׂ  do not raise up the sin over him. Don’t reprove by ,ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ
saying, “How could you do such a terrible thing?” You are raising up 
the ֵחְטא above him, dwarfing him for what he did. This is offensive and 
ineffective. It is better to say, “How could a person such as you do such 
a thing?” Raise him up over the ֵחְטא; show him that such an act is 
beneath him. If done properly, the rebuke will have a lasting effect. 
 A ב  who was speaking to a group of people in Florida about רָּׂ
the power of a proper reprimand related: 
 “In the early 1900s, there were many pressures on חּוִרים  .בָּׂ
Some חּוִרים  .were leaving their faith and seeking ‘greener’ pastures בָּׂ
One חּור ֵפץ ַחִײם in the בָּׂ ה s’חָּׂ ת was caught smoking on ְיִשיבָּׂ ֵפץ  The .ַשבָּׂ חָּׂ
חּור was informed about it, and he summoned the ַחִײם  .to his room בָּׂ
The חּור ֵפץ ַחִײם stayed in the בָּׂ  .s room for about two minutes’חָּׂ

Afterwards, he walked out quietly, and from then on kept ת  ַשבָּׂ
scrupulously. 
 “Imagine what the ֵפץ ַחִײם  s rebuke was like! If only we’חָּׂ
could have heard what went on in that room! We do not know what 
he said, but we know how effective it was.” 
 Afterwards, one of the old men there, with a tear-stained 
face, approached the ב  .רָּׂ
 “Rabbi, I can tell you what the ֵפץ ַחִײם  said to that boy,” he חָּׂ
declared. “You see, I was that boy.” The ב   .was stunned רָּׂ
  The man went on, “When I was called to the ֵפץ ַחִײם  s’חָּׂ
room, I was terrified. What could I say to the great ַצִדיק? How could I 
justify smoking on ת  I entered his room and, with a grimace of ?ַשבָּׂ
pain, the ֵפץ ַחִײם  .approached me and took my hand in his חָּׂ
ת‘“   ,he said softly, and he began to weep. After a minute ’,ַשבָּׂ
he looked up at me and said it again: ‘ת  His hot tears dripped onto ’.ַשבָּׂ
my hand, and the sound of his weeping penetrated my heart. That’s all 
it took – two minutes of the ֵפץ ַחִײם  ”.s pain’חָּׂ
 The ֵפץ ַחִײם חּור did not berate, belittle or put down this חָּׂ  .בָּׂ
He simply impressed on the חּור  how much he was pained by his בָּׂ
desecration of ת  .ַשבָּׂ

Those hot tears were the most effective rebuke. 
Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 of Lodz, was born in ַאב ֵבית ִדין ,ַזַצ״ל Meisels ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ַחִיים
the town of Hordock, Lithuania. Recognized as a young ִעּלּוי, 
he received the title מֹוֵרנּו and was authorized to teach and 

render decisions on halachic issues at the tender age of 12. At the age of 
19, he became the ָרב of his hometown. In 1843, he moved on to become 
 He .ָרב in Darczin for 8 years, before spending 6 years in Prozzanyi as the ָרב
then became the ָרב of Lomza, where he dedicated himself to raising funds 
to ransom as many Jewish boys as possible from the army. R' Elya Chaim 
remained in Lomza for 12 years before becoming the Chief Rabbi of Lodz. 
He is remembered for his humility and total dedication to the welfare of the 
Jewish people. 

 י״ד אייר
5581 — 5672 
1821 — 1912 

 The genius and ִצְדקּות of R' Elya Chaim Meisel 
 .were surpassed only by his humility ַזַצ״ל
When he accepted the position as Chief 
Rabbi of Lodz, he arrived there one day 
later  than  originally  scheduled.  The 
community       leaders       explained 
apologetically that they had prepared a 
large crowd for his anticipated arrival date 
a day earlier to greet him and pay the proper 
respect. The ָרב smiled and said, “I am not 
accustomed to accepting payment in advance!” 

TorahThoughts



The Art of ReproofLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יז( … יו ֵחְטא )ַוִיְקרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶתָך ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ  
 … you shall reprove your fellow, and you shall not bear a sin 
because of him. 
 Although we are commanded to reprove one who sins, we 
are  not  to  do  so  in  a  way  that  will  cause  embarrassment.  To 
embarrass someone – even when he has clearly done wrong – is a 
very grave sin (based on ַרִש״י). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When the ֵפץ ַחִיים  was already in his 90s, he informed his חָּׂ
family that he would be journeying by train to the town of Lida, 
where  he  had  lived  for  a  time  in  his  younger  years.  Despite  his 
children’s protests that his frail health did not permit such a trip, the 
ֵפץ ַחִיים  was very insistent. He said that he would be going there to חָּׂ
attend an important meeting at which his presence was absolutely 
necessary. He drew up a list of some 30 men from Lida whom he 
wanted present at the meeting. 
 On the day of the meeting, the Jews of Lida gathered at the 
town’s train station to welcome the ַצִדיק of the generation. All those 
who had been invited were in attendance. The ֵפץ ַחִיים  wasted no חָּׂ
time in explaining the purpose of his visit.  
 “When a person prepares to visit a certain city, it is proper 
that he inform his friends and neighbors of this to afford them the 
opportunity to send packages, messages, or merely regards to their 
acquaintances there. Now, I will soon be going on a trip, and this 
concerns all of you. I am a very old man, and will soon be heading the 
way of all men, to the ֱאֶמת ם הָּׂ  In my younger years, I lived in this .עֹולָּׂ
town, with your parents and grandparents. Surely, I will meet them in 
א ם ַהבָּׂ  .and they will expect me to bring them regards from you ,עֹולָּׂ
ִניֵאל“  ֵפץ ַחִיים the ”,דָּׂ  now said, turning his attention to one חָּׂ
particular man, “what shall I tell your father, who was so dear to me? 
Can  I  give  him  ‘good’  regards  and  tell  him  that  his  children  and 

grandchildren faithfully follow the path of ה  ?by which he lived ּתֹורָּׂ
Tell me, my dear ִניֵאל  ”?what do you wish me to say ,דָּׂ
 Tears welled up in ִניֵאל  .s eyes. He said nothing’דָּׂ
 In this way, the ֵפץ ַחִיים  ,addressed each man in the room חָּׂ
recalling his fondness for that person’s ancestors, and asking what he 
could relate to those ancestors when he would reach א ם ַהבָּׂ  .עֹולָּׂ
 By the time the ֵפץ ַחִיים  finished, the face of every man חָּׂ
was wet with tears and each heart was filled with remorse. Every one 
of them firmly resolved to mend his ways and live a life that would 
bring his ancestors joy and pride in א ם ַהבָּׂ  .עֹולָּׂ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aryeh Levin and a companion were walking down a 
ַלִים ת street on ְירּושָּׂ  A well-built young man was walking toward .ַשבָּׂ
them, smoking. As their paths crossed, R' Aryeh said, in a friendly 
way, “Today is ת ת One is not permitted to smoke on .ַשבָּׂ  ”.ַשבָּׂ
 “And how do you know I’m Jewish?” the man retorted. 
 R' Aryeh was not deterred. “You do not understand,” he 
said. “It is only because I love you that I tell you it is ת  You are my .ַשבָּׂ
brother,   and   it   pains   a   person   when   he   sees   his   brother  
harming himself. This is why I took the trouble to say something to 
you.” 
 The man’s angry look softened. He asked quietly, “Shall I 
throw the cigarette down, or should I put it out?” 
 “Just put it down; it will go out by itself.” said R' Aryeh. 
 The young man did as he had been instructed. He then said, 
“I have been criticized many times in my life, but this is the first time I 
felt that the person really meant it for my good. I am not about to say 
that I will keep ת  forever, but I do give you my word that I will keep ַשבָּׂ
the remainder of this ת ת Please, Rabbi, tell me, what time does .ַשבָּׂ  ַשבָּׂ
end?” 
   R' Aryeh replied, wished him well, and continued on his way. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף א׳
*During ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה, the same table would always be the focal point of all the 
noise between ֲעִליֹות. As soon as the ַבַעל קֹוֵרא completed the last word, the 
hum and noise level would start to grow. The talking often drowned out the 
ר ָנַתן ָלנּו of ְבָרָכה  would make the regular appeal for quiet, but was ַגַבאי The .ֲאשֶׁ
often unsuccessful. On Monday, Chaim had a few words to tell the עֹוָלם about 
the ַגַבאי. He had heard the ַגַבאי mention the names ֵלִוי and יֹוָנה, the main 
talkers, to the ָרב. 
Is ְרִכילּות lessened if said in public, since it will obviously get back to the one spoken about?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Like any ְרִכילּות ,ִאּסּור is amplified if it is said ְבַרִבים, in public. One might imagine 
that ְרִכילּות said directly is not ָאּסּור, and ְבַרִבים is like being spoken to directly; however, 
heard directly or indirectly, it is ְרִכילּות. As the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים often says, ֶׁת ֲעֵבָרה ֶׁר  is ֲעֵבָרה גֹור
seen clearly with ָלשֹון ָהָרע and ְרִכילּות. 

 ִני ַסח שֵׁ ה has its own special (ִאיָּר 14) פֶּ ֻדשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to ִמנְּ
say ַתֲחנּון. 

 We do say ַתֲחנּון at ה חָּ ִני on ִמנְּ ַסח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ   .(ִאיָּר 13) עֶּ
 Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat ִמנְּ ִני on ַמצָּ ַסח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ  .(ִאיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
One winter, R' Elya Chaim Meisels ַזַצ״ל was collecting 
money for firewood for the poor. At one ִביר  s home, he’גְּ
spoke to the ַבַעל ַהַבִית at the open door. When asked by 
the shivering man why he didn’t come in, the ָרב told him, 
“The house is warm.” R' Meisels was sending this ִביר  the גְּ
message: “ַא זַאטֶער קֶען דֶעם הּונגֶעִריקן ִניׁשט פַארׁשטֵײן — 
One who is satiated cannot understand a hungry man!”   

Source: Men of Distinction 

UnderstandingDavening
ית ַהִמְקָדׁש …ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ַיֲחִזיר ָלנּו ֲעבֹוַדת בֵּ

ַח ִבְנִגיֹנת ִמְזמֹור … ָאָנא ְבֹכַח ְגֻדַלת ְיִמיְנָך… ַלְמַנצֵּ
ל עֹוָלם …ִרבֹונֹו ׁשֶׁ  

There are different ִמְנָהִגים regarding what is 
said after the actual counting of  ְסִפיַרת
ָהַרֲחָמן  There are those who say only .ָהעֹוֶמר

ית ַהִמְקָדׁש …הּוא ַיֲחִזיר ָלנּו ֲעבֹוַדת בֵּ  as a ְתִפָלה to 
 ָקְרָבן ָהעֹוֶמר to bring the זֹוֶכה that we be ד׳
next year, and hopefully bring the י ַהֶלֶחם  ְׁשתֵּ
this year! The ִמְנָהג to add  ַח ִבְנִגיֹנת ַלְמַנצֵּ

…ִמְזמֹור  is based on the fact that this קַאִפיטל 
is focused on the yearning for the time when 
the entire world will recognize ד׳. This 
 has 49 words, representing the 49 קַאִפיטל
days of ְסִפיָרה. The ְלָחן  writes that the ָערּוְך ַהׁשֻׁ
paragraph ִרבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם…  is a mystical ְתִפָלה 
whose words contain great depth. He 
continues, “Even though this ְתִחָנה really 
should not be publicized, nowadays it is said 
with great fervor and ִהְתָפֲעלּות ַהֶנֶפׁש!” 

 ,to Shmuel Avigdor Zabrowsky, Grade 2 ַמָזל טֹוב!
Bais HaTorah, Lakewood, NJ, and to everyone 
who joined the 3rd International ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
program! Besides the grand prize, we also must 
give special mention to Binyomin Schwartz, 
Grade 4, Kesser Torah, Sydney, Australia, Yisroel 
Zev   Zabrowsky,   Grade   1,   Bais   HaTorah, 
Lakewood, NJ and Yaakov Nisenfeld, Grade 5, 
Politz Hebrew Academy, Philadelphia, PA, who 
completed the learning every day!   
The next Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed 
to make your ֶעֶרב ַשָבת fulfilling and memorable. 
The contest: During the weeks leading up to 
 learn at ,ַשָבת ָפָרַשת ְשַלח and until ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה
least 45 minutes before ִמְנָחה every ֶעֶרב ַשָבת, in 
either your ְיִשיָבה or local ית ִמְדָרש  If you learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more you will get an additional 
entry into the raffle. 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no particular 
ְשַנִים ִמְקָרא  to learn and you can even review ִלּמּוד
 If you arrange for a group, and you .ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום
have a ִשעּור to learn about ִהְלכֹות ַשָבת  or  ִקּדּוַשת
 .you will receive an extra entry in the raffle ,ַשָבת
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th grade.  
If you are interested in joining this program, 
please send in your signed faxes by Monday 2:00 
pm to 718 506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ְיִשיָבה, city and state, your contact and fax 
#’s and your name will be entered into a drawing 
for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִשים! 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Elya Chaim Meisels 
 ,Chief Rabbi of Lodz, Poland ,ַזַצ״ל
was not only renowned for his 
concern  for  the  poor  and 
downtrodden,   but   was   also 
legendary for his insightful ָחְכָמה 
and intellect.  
  It once happened that he 
heard   complaints   that   the 
milkmen watered down the milk. 
He summoned them to his home. 
Once   they   were   seated,   he 
addressed them as follows: 
 a very serious ,ַרּבֹוַתי“ 
problem of ַכְשרּות has come to 
my attention. It concerns a mixing 
of meat and milk. It may result in 
terrible  losses,  for  if  it  proves 
correct, I shall have to prohibit all 
the ִלים  in town from being כֵּ
used.   Now,   I   thought   of   a 
solution, but I need you to be 
honest. If I can be sure that the 
milk sold here is not absolutely 
pure, then I may be able to 
pasken otherwise. That is why I 
have called you here.” 
 The  milkmen  readily 
confirmed that their milk was 
diluted.  
 “And none of you sell 
pure milk? Undiluted milk?” 

asked the ָרב innocently.  
 “None of us,” they all 
cried in unison. 
 R' Elya Chaim Meisels 
rose to his full height and, looking 
down    upon    the    seated 
tradesmen, said sternly: 
 “Very well. Let me warn 
all  of  you:  Adding  water  is 
stealing! From now on you are to 
stop diluting your milk. Should 
any of you continue the practice, 
I shall declare your milk unfit to 
drink…” 
 R'     Meisels     wisely 
understood that one who acts 
improperly often overlooks the 
ָרה  in his actions. The milkmen ֲעבֵּ
diluted the milk, blinded to the 
fact that this was theft. It was 
insignificant in their eyes, and 
they would readily admit this to 
the ָרב to solve his “dilemma.”  
 My ַתְלִמיד, when 
discussing a wrongdoing with a 
sibling or friend, keep in mind the 
wisdom of R' Elya Chaim, and 
understand that others don’t 
necessarily see their actions in 
the same way that you do. 

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך!
 ֶרִּבי  Your                         ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from Men of Distinction 

1. What is ״י סּוק s interpretation of the words of the’ַרשִׁ ַחי  of פָּ וָּ
ֶהם  ?and you shall live by them — בָּ

2. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

ֶָּהם .1 ַָּחי ב ָּא must mean in ו ָּם ַהב ָּא .In this world it is man’s destiny to die .עֹול ָּם ַהב  עֹול
is the only place where life is eternal (18:5 — ד״ה ָוַחי ָבֶהם). 

2. Even though the animal had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed;  ַקל
ָֺּחֶמר  for man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by ו
causing him to sin … (20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ַהְבֵהָמה). 

1. What is ״י סּוק s interpretation of the words of the’ַרשִׁ ַחי  of פָּ וָּ
ֶהם  ?and you shall live by them — בָּ

2. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

ֶָּהם .1 ַָּחי ב ָּא must mean in ו ָּם ַהב ָּא .In this world it is man’s destiny to die .עֹול ָּם ַהב  עֹול
is the only place where life is eternal (18:5 — ד״ה ָוַחי ָבֶהם). 

2. Even though the animal had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed;  ַקל
ָֺּחֶמר  for man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by ו
causing him to sin … (20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ַהְבֵהָמה). 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יז( … יו ֵחְטא )ַוִיְקרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶתָך ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ  
 … you shall reprove your fellow, and you shall not bear a sin 
because of him. 
 Although we are commanded to reprove one who sins, we 
are  not  to  do  so  in  a  way  that  will  cause  embarrassment.  To 
embarrass someone – even when he has clearly done wrong – is a 
very grave sin (based on ַרִש״י). 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When the ֵפץ ַחִיים  was already in his 90s, he informed his חָּׂ
family that he would be journeying by train to the town of Lida, 
where  he  had  lived  for  a  time  in  his  younger  years.  Despite  his 
children’s protests that his frail health did not permit such a trip, the 
ֵפץ ַחִיים  was very insistent. He said that he would be going there to חָּׂ
attend an important meeting at which his presence was absolutely 
necessary. He drew up a list of some 30 men from Lida whom he 
wanted present at the meeting. 
 On the day of the meeting, the Jews of Lida gathered at the 
town’s train station to welcome the ַצִדיק of the generation. All those 
who had been invited were in attendance. The ֵפץ ַחִיים  wasted no חָּׂ
time in explaining the purpose of his visit.  
 “When a person prepares to visit a certain city, it is proper 
that he inform his friends and neighbors of this to afford them the 
opportunity to send packages, messages, or merely regards to their 
acquaintances there. Now, I will soon be going on a trip, and this 
concerns all of you. I am a very old man, and will soon be heading the 
way of all men, to the ֱאֶמת ם הָּׂ  In my younger years, I lived in this .עֹולָּׂ
town, with your parents and grandparents. Surely, I will meet them in 
א ם ַהבָּׂ  .and they will expect me to bring them regards from you ,עֹולָּׂ
ִניֵאל“  ֵפץ ַחִיים the ”,דָּׂ  now said, turning his attention to one חָּׂ
particular man, “what shall I tell your father, who was so dear to me? 
Can  I  give  him  ‘good’  regards  and  tell  him  that  his  children  and 

grandchildren faithfully follow the path of ה  ?by which he lived ּתֹורָּׂ
Tell me, my dear ִניֵאל  ”?what do you wish me to say ,דָּׂ
 Tears welled up in ִניֵאל  .s eyes. He said nothing’דָּׂ
 In this way, the ֵפץ ַחִיים  ,addressed each man in the room חָּׂ
recalling his fondness for that person’s ancestors, and asking what he 
could relate to those ancestors when he would reach א ם ַהבָּׂ  .עֹולָּׂ
 By the time the ֵפץ ַחִיים  finished, the face of every man חָּׂ
was wet with tears and each heart was filled with remorse. Every one 
of them firmly resolved to mend his ways and live a life that would 
bring his ancestors joy and pride in א ם ַהבָּׂ  .עֹולָּׂ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aryeh Levin and a companion were walking down a 
ַלִים ת street on ְירּושָּׂ  A well-built young man was walking toward .ַשבָּׂ
them, smoking. As their paths crossed, R' Aryeh said, in a friendly 
way, “Today is ת ת One is not permitted to smoke on .ַשבָּׂ  ”.ַשבָּׂ
 “And how do you know I’m Jewish?” the man retorted. 
 R' Aryeh was not deterred. “You do not understand,” he 
said. “It is only because I love you that I tell you it is ת  You are my .ַשבָּׂ
brother,   and   it   pains   a   person   when   he   sees   his   brother  
harming himself. This is why I took the trouble to say something to 
you.” 
 The man’s angry look softened. He asked quietly, “Shall I 
throw the cigarette down, or should I put it out?” 
 “Just put it down; it will go out by itself.” said R' Aryeh. 
 The young man did as he had been instructed. He then said, 
“I have been criticized many times in my life, but this is the first time I 
felt that the person really meant it for my good. I am not about to say 
that I will keep ת  forever, but I do give you my word that I will keep ַשבָּׂ
the remainder of this ת ת Please, Rabbi, tell me, what time does .ַשבָּׂ  ַשבָּׂ
end?” 
   R' Aryeh replied, wished him well, and continued on his way. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ב׳ סעיף א׳
*During ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה, the same table would always be the focal point of all the 
noise between ֲעִליֹות. As soon as the ַבַעל קֹוֵרא completed the last word, the 
hum and noise level would start to grow. The talking often drowned out the 
ר ָנַתן ָלנּו of ְבָרָכה  would make the regular appeal for quiet, but was ַגַבאי The .ֲאשֶׁ
often unsuccessful. On Monday, Chaim had a few words to tell the עֹוָלם about 
the ַגַבאי. He had heard the ַגַבאי mention the names ֵלִוי and יֹוָנה, the main 
talkers, to the ָרב. 
Is ְרִכילּות lessened if said in public, since it will obviously get back to the one spoken about?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Like any ְרִכילּות ,ִאּסּור is amplified if it is said ְבַרִבים, in public. One might imagine 
that ְרִכילּות said directly is not ָאּסּור, and ְבַרִבים is like being spoken to directly; however, 
heard directly or indirectly, it is ְרִכילּות. As the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים often says, ֶׁת ֲעֵבָרה ֶׁר  is ֲעֵבָרה גֹור
seen clearly with ָלשֹון ָהָרע and ְרִכילּות. 

 ִני ַסח שֵׁ ה has its own special (ִאיָּר 14) פֶּ ֻדשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to ִמנְּ
say ַתֲחנּון. 

 We do say ַתֲחנּון at ה חָּ ִני on ִמנְּ ַסח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ   .(ִאיָּר 13) עֶּ
 Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat ִמנְּ ִני on ַמצָּ ַסח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a ַסח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ  .(ִאיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
One winter, R' Elya Chaim Meisels ַזַצ״ל was collecting 
money for firewood for the poor. At one ִביר  s home, he’גְּ
spoke to the ַבַעל ַהַבִית at the open door. When asked by 
the shivering man why he didn’t come in, the ָרב told him, 
“The house is warm.” R' Meisels was sending this ִביר  the גְּ
message: “ַא זַאטֶער קֶען דֶעם הּונגֶעִריקן ִניׁשט פַארׁשטֵײן — 
One who is satiated cannot understand a hungry man!”   

Source: Men of Distinction 

UnderstandingDavening
ית ַהִמְקָדׁש …ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ַיֲחִזיר ָלנּו ֲעבֹוַדת בֵּ

ַח ִבְנִגיֹנת ִמְזמֹור … ָאָנא ְבֹכַח ְגֻדַלת ְיִמיְנָך… ַלְמַנצֵּ
ל עֹוָלם …ִרבֹונֹו ׁשֶׁ  

There are different ִמְנָהִגים regarding what is 
said after the actual counting of  ְסִפיַרת
ָהַרֲחָמן  There are those who say only .ָהעֹוֶמר

ית ַהִמְקָדׁש …הּוא ַיֲחִזיר ָלנּו ֲעבֹוַדת בֵּ  as a ְתִפָלה to 
 ָקְרָבן ָהעֹוֶמר to bring the זֹוֶכה that we be ד׳
next year, and hopefully bring the י ַהֶלֶחם  ְׁשתֵּ
this year! The ִמְנָהג to add  ַח ִבְנִגיֹנת ַלְמַנצֵּ

…ִמְזמֹור  is based on the fact that this קַאִפיטל 
is focused on the yearning for the time when 
the entire world will recognize ד׳. This 
 has 49 words, representing the 49 קַאִפיטל
days of ְסִפיָרה. The ְלָחן  writes that the ָערּוְך ַהׁשֻׁ
paragraph ִרבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם…  is a mystical ְתִפָלה 
whose words contain great depth. He 
continues, “Even though this ְתִחָנה really 
should not be publicized, nowadays it is said 
with great fervor and ִהְתָפֲעלּות ַהֶנֶפׁש!” 

 ,to Shmuel Avigdor Zabrowsky, Grade 2 ַמָזל טֹוב!
Bais HaTorah, Lakewood, NJ, and to everyone 
who joined the 3rd International ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְבַחג 
program! Besides the grand prize, we also must 
give special mention to Binyomin Schwartz, 
Grade 4, Kesser Torah, Sydney, Australia, Yisroel 
Zev   Zabrowsky,   Grade   1,   Bais   HaTorah, 
Lakewood, NJ and Yaakov Nisenfeld, Grade 5, 
Politz Hebrew Academy, Philadelphia, PA, who 
completed the learning every day!   
The next Pirchei Newsletter contest is designed 
to make your ֶעֶרב ַשָבת fulfilling and memorable. 
The contest: During the weeks leading up to 
 learn at ,ַשָבת ָפָרַשת ְשַלח and until ַקָבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה
least 45 minutes before ִמְנָחה every ֶעֶרב ַשָבת, in 
either your ְיִשיָבה or local ית ִמְדָרש  If you learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more you will get an additional 
entry into the raffle. 
The contest’s basic rules: There is no particular 
ְשַנִים ִמְקָרא  to learn and you can even review ִלּמּוד
 If you arrange for a group, and you .ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום
have a ִשעּור to learn about ִהְלכֹות ַשָבת  or  ִקּדּוַשת
 .you will receive an extra entry in the raffle ,ַשָבת
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th grade.  
If you are interested in joining this program, 
please send in your signed faxes by Monday 2:00 
pm to 718 506 9633. Please include your name, 
grade, ְיִשיָבה, city and state, your contact and fax 
#’s and your name will be entered into a drawing 
for a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִשים! 

Dear Talmid, 
 R' Elya Chaim Meisels 
 ,Chief Rabbi of Lodz, Poland ,ַזַצ״ל
was not only renowned for his 
concern  for  the  poor  and 
downtrodden,   but   was   also 
legendary for his insightful ָחְכָמה 
and intellect.  
  It once happened that he 
heard   complaints   that   the 
milkmen watered down the milk. 
He summoned them to his home. 
Once   they   were   seated,   he 
addressed them as follows: 
 a very serious ,ַרּבֹוַתי“ 
problem of ַכְשרּות has come to 
my attention. It concerns a mixing 
of meat and milk. It may result in 
terrible  losses,  for  if  it  proves 
correct, I shall have to prohibit all 
the ִלים  in town from being כֵּ
used.   Now,   I   thought   of   a 
solution, but I need you to be 
honest. If I can be sure that the 
milk sold here is not absolutely 
pure, then I may be able to 
pasken otherwise. That is why I 
have called you here.” 
 The  milkmen  readily 
confirmed that their milk was 
diluted.  
 “And none of you sell 
pure milk? Undiluted milk?” 

asked the ָרב innocently.  
 “None of us,” they all 
cried in unison. 
 R' Elya Chaim Meisels 
rose to his full height and, looking 
down    upon    the    seated 
tradesmen, said sternly: 
 “Very well. Let me warn 
all  of  you:  Adding  water  is 
stealing! From now on you are to 
stop diluting your milk. Should 
any of you continue the practice, 
I shall declare your milk unfit to 
drink…” 
 R'     Meisels     wisely 
understood that one who acts 
improperly often overlooks the 
ָרה  in his actions. The milkmen ֲעבֵּ
diluted the milk, blinded to the 
fact that this was theft. It was 
insignificant in their eyes, and 
they would readily admit this to 
the ָרב to solve his “dilemma.”  
 My ַתְלִמיד, when 
discussing a wrongdoing with a 
sibling or friend, keep in mind the 
wisdom of R' Elya Chaim, and 
understand that others don’t 
necessarily see their actions in 
the same way that you do. 

      ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך!
 ֶרִּבי  Your                         ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from Men of Distinction 

1. What is ״י סּוק s interpretation of the words of the’ַרשִׁ ַחי  of פָּ וָּ
ֶהם  ?and you shall live by them — בָּ

2. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

ֶָּהם .1 ַָּחי ב ָּא must mean in ו ָּם ַהב ָּא .In this world it is man’s destiny to die .עֹול ָּם ַהב  עֹול
is the only place where life is eternal (18:5 — ד״ה ָוַחי ָבֶהם). 

2. Even though the animal had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed;  ַקל
ָֺּחֶמר  for man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by ו
causing him to sin … (20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ַהְבֵהָמה). 

1. What is ״י סּוק s interpretation of the words of the’ַרשִׁ ַחי  of פָּ וָּ
ֶהם  ?and you shall live by them — בָּ

2. If a person used an animal for a sin, why was the animal put to 
death? 

ֶָּהם .1 ַָּחי ב ָּא must mean in ו ָּם ַהב ָּא .In this world it is man’s destiny to die .עֹול ָּם ַהב  עֹול
is the only place where life is eternal (18:5 — ד״ה ָוַחי ָבֶהם). 

2. Even though the animal had no understanding, it caused a man to be killed;  ַקל
ָֺּחֶמר  for man who understands good and evil and causes evil to his fellow man by ו
causing him to sin … (20:15 — ד״ה ְוֶאת ַהְבֵהָמה). 
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It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

י“ד אלול  1977 - 1910  5737 - 5670

R’ Hirsh זצ״ל was born in Pinsk to R’ Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha Feldman. He learned 
in Baranovitch under R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד, and also developed a close 
relationship with the משגיח, R’ Yisroel Yaakov Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, he went to the 
Mir and stayed for 8 years. He became a תלמיד מוהק of R’ Yeruchem Levovitz זצ״ל. He 
then traveled to Kelm to absorb their דרך in מוסר. During WWII, he was arrested and 
sent to Siberia. In 1945 he married Miriam Lieberman. After the war he was a menahel in a 
yeshiva ketanah in Versailles, France. In 1950, he moved to America and was appointed 
by R’ Avrohom Kalmanowitz as משגיח of Mir. He delivered va’adim in חכמה ומוסר from the 
Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a שיעור for close to 30 years. He was a 
surrogate ‘father’ to his talmidim and served as a bridge to the Kelmer מוסר of Europe.

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א יט:יז(.… יו ֵחְטא )ַוִיְקרָּׂ לָּׂ א עָּׂ הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶתָך ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ  
 … you shall surely rebuke your fellow man, and you shall not 
bear a sin over him. 
יו ֵחְטא explains the words ַרִש״י  לָּׂ א עָּׂ  and you shall not ,ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ
bear a sin over him, as follows: If, through your admonishment, you 
embarrass the person, then you have committed a sin. This is a very 
important guideline for the ִמְצוָּׂה of giving rebuke. It must be done 
sensitively and discreetly.  
׳ שָארר ַזַצ״ל   offers a further interpretation of the words ר׳ ְגַדְליָּׂ
יו ֵחְטא לָּׂ א עָּׂ  do not raise up the sin over him. Don’t reprove by ,ְולֺא ִתשָּׂ
saying, “How could you do such a terrible thing?” You are raising up 
the ֵחְטא above him, dwarfing him for what he did. This is offensive and 
ineffective. It is better to say, “How could a person such as you do such 
a thing?” Raise him up over the ֵחְטא; show him that such an act is 
beneath him. If done properly, the rebuke will have a lasting effect. 
 A ב  who was speaking to a group of people in Florida about רָּׂ
the power of a proper reprimand related: 
 “In the early 1900s, there were many pressures on חּוִרים  .בָּׂ
Some חּוִרים  .were leaving their faith and seeking ‘greener’ pastures בָּׂ
One חּור ֵפץ ַחִײם in the בָּׂ ה s’חָּׂ ת was caught smoking on ְיִשיבָּׂ ֵפץ  The .ַשבָּׂ חָּׂ
חּור was informed about it, and he summoned the ַחִײם  .to his room בָּׂ
The חּור ֵפץ ַחִײם stayed in the בָּׂ  .s room for about two minutes’חָּׂ

Afterwards, he walked out quietly, and from then on kept ת  ַשבָּׂ
scrupulously. 
 “Imagine what the ֵפץ ַחִײם  s rebuke was like! If only we’חָּׂ
could have heard what went on in that room! We do not know what 
he said, but we know how effective it was.” 
 Afterwards, one of the old men there, with a tear-stained 
face, approached the ב  .רָּׂ
 “Rabbi, I can tell you what the ֵפץ ַחִײם  said to that boy,” he חָּׂ
declared. “You see, I was that boy.” The ב   .was stunned רָּׂ
  The man went on, “When I was called to the ֵפץ ַחִײם  s’חָּׂ
room, I was terrified. What could I say to the great ַצִדיק? How could I 
justify smoking on ת  I entered his room and, with a grimace of ?ַשבָּׂ
pain, the ֵפץ ַחִײם  .approached me and took my hand in his חָּׂ
ת‘“   ,he said softly, and he began to weep. After a minute ’,ַשבָּׂ
he looked up at me and said it again: ‘ת  His hot tears dripped onto ’.ַשבָּׂ
my hand, and the sound of his weeping penetrated my heart. That’s all 
it took – two minutes of the ֵפץ ַחִײם  ”.s pain’חָּׂ
 The ֵפץ ַחִײם חּור did not berate, belittle or put down this חָּׂ  .בָּׂ
He simply impressed on the חּור  how much he was pained by his בָּׂ
desecration of ת  .ַשבָּׂ

Those hot tears were the most effective rebuke. 
Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 of Lodz, was born in ַאב ֵבית ִדין ,ַזַצ״ל Meisels ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ַחִיים
the town of Hordock, Lithuania. Recognized as a young ִעּלּוי, 
he received the title מֹוֵרנּו and was authorized to teach and 

render decisions on halachic issues at the tender age of 12. At the age of 
19, he became the ָרב of his hometown. In 1843, he moved on to become 
 He .ָרב in Darczin for 8 years, before spending 6 years in Prozzanyi as the ָרב
then became the ָרב of Lomza, where he dedicated himself to raising funds 
to ransom as many Jewish boys as possible from the army. R' Elya Chaim 
remained in Lomza for 12 years before becoming the Chief Rabbi of Lodz. 
He is remembered for his humility and total dedication to the welfare of the 
Jewish people. 

 י״ד אייר
5581 — 5672 
1821 — 1912 

 The genius and ִצְדקּות of R' Elya Chaim Meisel 
 .were surpassed only by his humility ַזַצ״ל
When he accepted the position as Chief 
Rabbi of Lodz, he arrived there one day 
later  than  originally  scheduled.  The 
community       leaders       explained 
apologetically that they had prepared a 
large crowd for his anticipated arrival date 
a day earlier to greet him and pay the proper 
respect. The ָרב smiled and said, “I am not 
accustomed to accepting payment in advance!” 
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