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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ן קָרְאָה שְמוֹ יְהוּדָה …  ֺּאמֶר הַפַעַם אוֹדֶה אֶת ד׳ עַל כֵּ ן וַת לֶד בֵּ ית … וַתֵּ אשִׁ )בְרֵּ
 כט:לה(

… and she bore a son and declared, “This time I will gratefully praise 
 …יְהוּדָה therefore she called his name ;”ד׳
 When אָה  gave birth to her fourth son, she named him לֵּ
ים for giving her more than her portion of ד׳ in gratitude to יְהוּדָה  .שְבָטִׁ
As ״י אָה ,explains רַשִׁ  to have twelve זוֹכֶה would be יַעֲקֺּב knew that לֵּ
sons, so one could assume that each wife would bear three sons. 
When she gave birth to her fourth son, she was ecstatic.  
 The (בְרָכוֹת ז:) גְמָרָא quotes a fascinating statement of  רַב
י in the name of יוֹחָנָן מְעוֹן בַר יוֹחָאִׁ י שִׁ ֺּא “ :רַבִׁ יוֹם שֶבָרָא הקב״ה אֶת עוֹלָמוֹ ל מִׁ
אָה וְהוֹדָתוֹ שֶנֶאֱמַר הַפַעַם אוֹדֶה אֶת ד׳  — הָיָה אָדָם שֶהוֹדֶה להקב״ה עַד שֶבָאֲתָה לֵּ
From the time of Creation there was no person who praised ד׳, until 
אָה  פָסוּק as the ,[יְהוּדָה upon the birth of] ד׳ came along and praised לֵּ
states, This time I will gratefully praise ד׳.” This statement is rather 
puzzling. Was אָה  There are many ?ד׳ in fact the first person to praise לֵּ
earlier examples, starting from אשוֹן דְרָש The .אָדָם הָרִׁ  clearly tells us מִׁ
that אשוֹן  ,sinned אָדָם s praise. When’ד׳ was the first one to sing אָדָם הָרִׁ
the שַבָת protected him from punishment and he sang with joy,  זְמוֹר מִׁ

יר לְיוֹם הַשַבָת טוֹב  … לְהֺדוֹת לַד׳שִׁ  - A song to sing for the שַבָת day. It is 
good to thank שַבָת … ד׳ came to his defense and אשוֹן  ד׳ praised אָדָם הָרִׁ
at the very beginning of Creation.  
 Rav Pam זצ״ל explains the reason why אָה  s gratitude was’לֵּ
unique. She wanted to permanently ingrain her initial feelings of grati-
tude towards ד׳, so she named him יְהוּדָה. It was a ‘thank you’ to ד׳ 
that would remain forever in her child, as every time she called his 

name it would remind her; it would remain forever in every child who 
is named יְהוּדָה, as well as in a nation that would be forever known as 
ים  .יְהוּדִׁ
 Expressing our gratitude is a fundamental of many צְוֹת  but מִׁ
in ים  כוּרִׁ יאָה עַל הַבִׁ צְוַת קְרִׁ צְוָה תרו -מִׁ נּוּךְ the , מִׁ  teaches us the secret of חִׁ
expressing our ‘Thank you’ with words.    

מִצְוַת קְרִיאָה עַל הַבִכּוּרִים  -מִצְוָה תרו   
 We are commanded when we bring ים כוּרִׁ קְדָש to the בִׁ ית הַמִׁ  בֵּ
to read out loud four ים ד  beginning from תוֹרָה from the פְסוּקִׁ י אֺּבֵּ אֲרַמִׁ

י  …אָבִׁ , An Aramean tried to destroy my forefather…, through  ה נֵּ וְעַתָה הִׁ
י ד׳ וכו׳ י הָאֲדָמָה אֲשֶר נָתַתָה לִׁ ית פְרִׁ אשִׁ י אֶת רֵּ אתִׁ בֵּ  And now, behold! I ,הֵּ
have brought You the first fruit of the ground that You have given me, 
) !ד׳ ים כו:ז י-דְבָרִׁ צְוָה refer to this חֲזַ״ל .( ים as מִׁ כוּרִׁ קְרָא בִׁ  the reading of ,מִׁ
the ים כוּרִׁ    .בִׁ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְנּוּך ים explains that declaring these four חִׁ  when פְסוּקִׁ
bringing ים כוּרִׁ  will enhance the inner feeling of ’Thank You.’ While it בִׁ
is natural that a person would feel gratitude to ד׳ for the blessing of a 
bountiful crop, the level of gratitude is different and stronger when he 
says it with words. ד׳ gave us this צְוָה  to express our ‘Thank You’ with מִׁ
words because our heart internalizes the message in a stronger way 
when we verbalize our thoughts. Enhancing our gratitude to ד׳ is for 
our benefit. The stronger the feeling of gratitude, the greater the 
blessing we will receive from ד׳ .ד׳, in His kindness, rewarded us with 
this צְוָה  so that we can earn more merit to then continue to receive מִׁ
extra בְרָכָה from ד׳.  Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל ר׳ אִיסֶר  was born in Mir, Poland, to  ְרוּך ר׳ בָּ
יוֹם טוֹב ׳ר At the age of 10, he learned with .פֶרֶץ  Lipman, ב  רָּ
of Mir. From the age of 13, he learned in יְשִיבַת װֺלוֹזִין for 7 

years and was a ק חַיִים ׳ר and נְצִיב of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ . He married א א הִינְדָּ ילָּ  ,בֵּ
daughter of ר׳ שראַגאָ פײַװל פרַנק, in 1891. זַלְמַן ר׳ אִיסֶר  became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in 
the Slabodka ה ה in 1894. He served as יְשִיבָּ  in Slutsk in 1897 and, in ראֺש יְשִיבָּ
1903, became the Slutsker ב ה In 1922, he fled with his .רָּ  to Kletsk. In יְשִיבָּ
1924, he immigrated to  ֶלרֶ א אֵּ ץ יִשְרָּ  and served as ה ץ  of ראֺש יְשִיבָּ יְשִיבַת עֵּ
לַיִם in חַיִים ה in גְאוֹנוּת Besides his .יְרוּשָּ ה וְעֲבוֹדָּ בַעַל חֶסֶד  he was known as a תוֹרָּ
א ב    and  was  the  נִפְלָּ ראֺשיוֹשֵּ   of  the  ה י  הַתוֹרָּ  He  authored   .מוֹעֶצֶת  גְדוֹלֵּ
רַמְבַ״ם אֶזֶל עַל הָּ    .אֶבֶן הָּ

 י׳ כסלו
5630 — 5714 
1869 — 1953 

Someone once told R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
 was walking רָב that the Brisker  זַצַ״ל
towards his home. He excitedly 
changed into גְדֵי שַבָת  but it was an ,בִּ
error; the man just resembled the 
Brisker רָב. R' Melzer served him with 
much honor. Later he explained, “Each 
Jew is a child of ד׳ and should be treated  
like royalty! It is not always possible, but 
since I prepared for the Brisker רָב, I gave this 
Jew the honor he rightfully deserved!” 

TorahThoughts



Brotherly Love: In SpeechLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

ֺּאמֶר לָהֶם יַעֲקֺּב אַחַי מֵאַיִן אַתֶם  רֵאשִית כט:ד(… וַי )בְּ  
 Yaakov said to them, “My brothers, where are you from?” 
 Rebuking the type of workers whose occupation depends 
on  physical  prowess  is  usually  not  a  good  idea.  Yet  we  read  an 
incident in this week’s פָרָשָה in which ּיַעֲקֺּב אָבִינו does just that. Upon 
reaching יַעֲקֺּב ,חָרָן finds three shepherds and their flocks sitting 
around the well and rebukes them: “Look, the day is still long; it is not 
yet  time  to  bring  the  livestock  in;  water  the  flock  and  go  on 
grazing” (רֵאשִית כט:ז  .(בְּ
 The shepherds try to excuse themselves. “We will be unable 
to [water the flock] until all the flocks will have been gathered and 
they will roll the stone off the mouth of the well; we will then water 
the flock” (רֵאשִית כט:ח  .(בְּ
 How did ּיַעֲקֺּב אָבִינו get away with it? Why didn’t they tell 
him to mind his own business? 
 The Ponevezher Rav זַצַ״ל explains that יַעֲקֺּב was able to 
speak his  mind  because  of  one  word  he  uttered  upon  meeting  
the shepherds: אַחַי — My brothers. Had יַעֲקֺּב immediately confronted 
the shepherds and demanded an explanation for their slacking off, he 
would certainly have been unwelcome. By the time יַעֲקֺּב rebuked 
them, however, they had already heard אַחַי; he showed he cared for 
them, so they accepted his admonition. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ☼ 
 On one of his trips to America, the Ponevezher Rav זַצַ״ל 
managed to arrange an appointment with a multi-millionaire. The Rav 
was told that he must be prompt, as the man was only able to meet 
him for 15 minutes, from 3:00 to 3:15 p.m. 
 The  Rav  made  sure  to  have  his  driver  pick  him  up  
with plenty of time to spare before their appointment, but, as גָחָה  ,הַשְּ
Providence, would have it, they lost their way, and then got stuck in a 
traffic  jam.  They  finally  swung  into  the  parking  lot  of  the  office 
building at 2:58 p.m. The parking lot was full. Suddenly, they spied 
one  available  spot  right  next  to  the  building’s  entrance,  but  the 
driver’s heart sank when he saw the sign displayed: Reserved for the 
President. 
 When the driver hesitated, the Rav said to him, “Go ahead; 

pull into that spot.” 
 “But that parking space is reserved...” the driver protested. 
 “Trust me,” responded the Rav. “Just pull in there.” 
 They jumped out of the car and into the elevator, breezing 
into the millionaire’s office at precisely 3:00 p.m. The Rav began his 
sales pitch. Several minutes into his impassioned speech, an aide 
burst into the room. “Did you know,” he announced, addressing his 
boss and gesturing towards the Rav and his driver, “that those rabbis 
parked in your parking spot? That spot is reserved for you! … The gall! 
How dare they park in your spot?” the aide demanded. 
 The driver’s face reddened and he quickly averted his gaze. 
To his surprise, he heard the Rav respond calmly, “Reserved? What 
does ‘reserved’ mean?” All eyes turned to the Rav as he continued, 
“Nothing is reserved for anyone in this world. All that we have is a gift 
from ד׳. If we need it, we should use it. If not, we should find a way to 
use it to serve ד׳. If ד׳ grants someone wealth, it is a gift; he should 
use whatever he needs and give the rest away to good causes. If he 
holds onto it, he cannot take it with him when he dies. His children 
might not inherit his wealth. ד׳ might decide that he was an 
irresponsible guardian and pass the money on to someone who will 
do a better job of distributing it. 
 “I’m sorry to tell you, sir, but nothing we have is reserved 
for us,” the Rav reiterated. 
 The speechless aide looked at his boss. The millionaire 
smiled warmly, reached for his checkbook, and wrote out a generous 
check and handed it to the Rav. The Rav leaned across the desk and 
gave  the  man  his  trademark  kiss  on  the  cheek,  his  legendary 
expression of love for his fellow Jews. 
 How was the Rav able to diffuse the explosive situation? 
Anyone who had the כוּת  to meet the Rav can testify that when he זְּ
addressed his fellow Jews, he spoke to them as אַחַי. His warm 
personality opened many hearts. The donor felt the brotherly love 
the Rav had for him; he felt the undertones of אַחַי in each word the 
Rav uttered. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף א׳
*R' Cohen was introducing his class to הִלְכוֹת רְכִילוּת with a famous story 
from ְ״ך נַּ  He questioned the boys using hints to the story, without .תַּ
mentioning any names or when the episode took place. R' Cohen began 
the lesson by giving a simple example of רְכִילוּת: “If לֵוִי tells a fact to 
 that — רְאוּבֵן to be angry with שִמְעוֹן that would cause רְאוּבֵן about שִמְעוֹן
is classic רְכִילוּת. In ְנַּ״ך  that caused רְכִילוּת there was an episode of ,תַּ
many people to be killed!”          
Which famous story in ְנַּ״ך   ?was R' Cohen hinting to תַּ
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: R' Cohen hinted at the episode of ָּוִד ָּאוּל fleeing ד נֺב עִיר  and finding refuge in ש
ַּכֺהֲנִים ָּאוּל .ה ָּוִד was upset with his entourage for not disclosing ש ָּן s pact with’ד דֺאֵג .יְהוֹנָּת
ָּאֲדֺמִי ָּאוּל then tattled to ה ָּוִד willingly harbored ,נֺב from ,אֲחִימֶלֶךְ that ש ָּאוּל  .ד ש
considered the city as ַּלְכוּת     .and had everyone killed ,מוֹרֵד בְמ

 It is best to place the מְנוֹרָה between three and ten טְפָחִים 
from the ground (i.e., 11.4" to 31.5" based on the strictest 
 .(שִעוּר

 Women played an important role in the victory against the 
 not to work as מִנְהָג Greeks; therefore, they adopted the ,יְוָנִים
long as the חֲנכָֻה lights must burn (i.e., for the first half-hour period). 

1. What did לָבָן give as a dowry for his daughters when they 
married יַעֲקֹב? 

2. How was the travel order of יַעֲקֹב’s family different from the 
travel order of עֵשָו’s family? Why was this so? 

1. Even at a time when it was the custom for people to give a dowry to their 
daughters when they got married, לָבָן treated them as if they were strangers and 
gave them nothing (31:15 — ד״ה הֲלוֹא נָכְרִיּוֹת). 

 put his sons ahead of his wives since it is יַעֲקֹב .placed his wives first עֵשָו .2
considered immodest for a man to walk behind a woman (31:17 — ד״ה אֶת בָנָיו). 

1. What did לָבָן give as a dowry for his daughters when they 
married יַעֲקֹב? 

2. How was the travel order of יַעֲקֹב’s family different from the 
travel order of עֵשָו’s family? Why was this so? 

1. Even at a time when it was the custom for people to give a dowry to their 
daughters when they got married, לָבָן treated them as if they were strangers and 
gave them nothing (31:15 — ד״ה הֲלוֹא נָכְרִיּוֹת). 

 put his sons ahead of his wives since it is יַעֲקֹב .placed his wives first עֵשָו .2
considered immodest for a man to walk behind a woman (31:17 — ד״ה אֶת בָנָיו). 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
ה חֲנֻכָּ

Halacha 
Corner



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
Reb Isser Zalman Melzer זַצַ"ל once remarked, “ אוֹיבּ אײֵנעֶר
װאָלט געֶקוּמעֶן אוּן מִיר געֶזאגט אַז דעֶר חַזוֹן אִישׁ אִיז מָשִׁיחַ,  
 If someone would come and tell — װאָלט אִיךְ אִים געֶגלוֹיבּט!
me that the ׁחַזוֹן אִיש was  ַמָשִׁיח, I would believe it!” When 
these words were repeated to the ׁחַזוֹן אִיש he bashfully 
smiled and said, “ זעֶסט װִי שׁטאַרק ר' אִיסֶר זַלְמַן װִיל אַז … אוֹי!
 Oy! Look at how badly R’ Isser Zalman — מָשִׁיחַ זאָל קוּמעֶן!
wants  ַמָשִׁיח to come!”  

Source: The Chazon Ish (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

UnderstandingDavening
ים  סִּ הֵם בַזְמַן הַזֶּה… וְעַל הַנִּ ים הָּ בַיָּמִּ  

[We thank You…] for the miracles ...[that 
You made with our forefathers]  … in those 

days during this time. 
The words הֵם מִים הָּ יָּ  in those days, seem ,בַּ
superfluous. The miracles that ד׳ did for our 
forefathers were obviously הֵם מִים הָּ יָּ  The .בַּ
א רָּ מָּ ת כא:) גְּ בָּ :explains (שַּ ״ל  decided to  חֲזַּ
make the יוֹם טוֹב of ה  .the following year חֲנכָֻּ
Why did they wait? נִסִים, miracles, happen 
constantly to אֵל רָּ ל יִשְּ לַּ  throughout our ,כְּ
לוּת  but they are usually not tied to any ,גָּ
specific time. There are special times of   
the year that are auspicious for נִסִים, and 
which are established as מִים טוֹבִים  In the .יָּ
following year, when ״ל  רוּחַּ  saw [with חֲזַּ

קּ דֶשֹהַּ ] that it was a time for נִסִים, they 
established ה הֵם The words .חֲנכָֻּ יָּמִים הָּ  are בַּ
together with זֶה ן הַּ מַּ זְּ ים those – בַּ סִּ  were נִּ
tied to this time of the year! 

14th סְלֵו  was held סִיוּם הַשַ״ס The 3rd – 1945 / 5706 כִּ
just after WWII and dedicated to the memory of the 
millions of Jews who had perished in the Holocaust. 
In an act that demonstrated the eternity of תּוֹרָה 
and רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  was the סִיוּם הַשַ״ס the most heroic ,כְּ
one  held  by  a  small  group  of  survivors  in  the 
Displaced Persons camp in Feldafing, Germany. In 
the United States, there were סִיוּם הַשַ״ס 
celebrations in Boro Park, on Manhattan’s West 
Side, and in Detroit. In רָאֵל  there were ,אֶרֶץ יִשְּ
events in חֵיפָה ,תֵּל אָבִיב, and רוּשָלַיִם  More than .יְּ
3,000 people attended the סִיוּם הַשַ״ס in תֵּל אָבִיב, 
which was delayed one day due to the British-
imposed curfew. 
15th סְלֵו הוּדָה  of יאָרצײַט – .C.E 193 / 3954 כִּ רַבִי יְּ
לִיאֵל son of ,הַנָשִיא עוֹן בֶן גַמְּ רַבֵינוּ  also known as ,ר׳ שִמְּ
רָאֵל He was the leader of .רֶבִי or ,הַקָדוֹש לַל יִשְּ  כְּ
during   the   tumultuous   period   following   the 
destruction of the 2nd דָש  Foreseeing that it .בֵית הַמִקְּ
was necessary for the תּוֹרָה to be recorded due to 
the travails of גָלוּת ( …עֵת לַעֲשוֹת לַד׳  ,gathered רֶבִי ,(
recorded, and organized all the teachings of the 
previous generations and wrote them in the order 
of the נָה רֵי מִשְּ  .שִשָה סִדְּ
 and the Emperor Antoninus had a close רֶבִי
friendship and רֶבִי was able to secure many benefits 
for the Jewish community. Although רֶבִי was 
extremely wealthy, in his dying hour he lifted both 
his hands to שָמַיִם and swore that he had not 
benefited from his wealth by even as much as his 
little finger. 

Dear Talmid, 
 One סַח  many חוֹל הַמּוֹעֵד פֶּ
נֵי תּוֹרָה  gathered in the home of בְּ
R' Isser Zalman Meltzer זַצַ״ל. The 
crowd included many well-known 
מִידֵי חַכָמִים  בָחוּרִים and some תַּלְּ
from his שִיבָה  .יְּ
 The discussion revolved 
around a particularly complicated 
יָה  spoke up בָחוּר One .שַ״ס in סוּגְּ
during the heated discussion and 
offered a proof from a מָרָא  in גְּ
 When R' Isser Zalman heard .חוּלִין
the thought, he turned to the 
 and exclaimed in בָחוּר
amazement, "Your אָיָה  is truly רְּ
brilliant … רַבוֹתַי, did you hear the 
amazing אָיָה  'R "?בָחוּר of this רְּ
Isser Zalman continued praising 
the בָחוּר to the crowd and 
repeated his proof a few times. 
 After the crowd left, the 
שִיבָה approached his בָחוּר  ראֺש יְּ
and      said      that      he      felt 
uncomfortable      with      the 
undeserved praise. The thought 
he had mentioned was found in 
the ְשַ״ך, and he was just about to 
say the source of his proof when 
the בִי  interjected with his kind רֶּ
words and lavish praise. 

 R' Isser Zalman smiled at 
his מִיד  and said, "I knew that תַּלְּ
 age and שִדּוּךְ too. You are of שַ״ךְ
deserve to find a good ְשִדּוּך. The 
 that gathered here had עוֹלָם
some מִידֵי חַכָמִים דוֹלֵי תַּלְּ  and it גְּ
was appropriate that I publicly 
praised your thoughts. I wanted 
them to see how much I thought 
of you. Hopefully this publicity 
will help you find your true and 
appropriate ְשִדּוּך!" 
 When R' Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach זַצַ״ל heard the ה  מַעֲשֶּ
from the בָחוּר, he added, "It is 
likely that if R' Isser Zalman and a 
 the other ,שַ״ךְ knew a בָחוּר
מִידֵי חַכָמִים  'knew it too, but R תַּלְּ
Isser Zalman let them believe that 
he was unaware of a well-known 
 ”!שִדּוּךְ in order to help a שַ״ךְ
 My מִיד  Do you  ,תַּלְּ
realize how much personal כָבוֹד 
he   gave   up?   He   was   more 
concerned about helping a מִיד  תַּלְּ
than his own כָבוֹד! This was the 
level of ד סֶּ  !of R' Isser Zalman חֶּ

רוֹ בָרוּךְ! הִי זִכְּ  יְּ
דִידוּת יְּ בִי Your  ,בְּ  רֶּ

Story adapted from The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)  
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The young R’ Aharon could not contain his joy:

The young boy would walk around 
constantly taking the watch out of 

his pocket and checking the time...

This is my first 
pocket watch! It is 

really two beautiful 
presents in one!

??

Thank you! but 
please allow me teach 
you something: Most 

people really don’t care 
about knowing the 

seconds.

Reb Yid, I 
know! I know! But 

when you do another 
yid a chessed, it must 

be done bishleimus 
(complete)!

… I also have a 
nonstop chessed 
timepiece - I now 

can help anyone who 
wants to know what 

time it is!

Well, now I 
can see with my own 
eyes how the minutes 

are constantly changing. 
Every minute must be used 

- otherwise it is lost 
forever! And...

Aharele, would 
you know what time 

it is now? Surely! It is 
7 minutes and 26 

seconds past 8 o’ 
clock.

כ“א מנחם אב  1957 - 1880  5717 - 5640

 of בכוֹר the fourth Belzer Rebbe, born in Belz, Ukraine, was the ,זצ״ל ,Rokeach ר׳ אַהרן
the Rebbe, ר׳ יששכר דוֹב, and באשה רוּחמה (ne’e Twersky), born after his parents had 
been married twelve years. He was taught by both his father and his grandfather, 
 and his father ,תּוֹרה in all facets of גאוֹן the 2nd Belzer Rebbe. He was a ,ר׳ יהוֹשע
delegated all פסק הלכה to ר׳ אַהרן. He married מלכה, the daughter of his father’s 
brother שמוּאל, the רב of Sokal. He and his wife had five sons and four daughters. 
In 1926, after his father’s פטירה, he was appointed Rebbe. During WWII, through many 
 תּוֹרה devoted the rest of his life to rebuilding ר׳ אַהרן .ארץ ישראל he escaped to ,נסים
and חסידוּת. He opened a תלמוּד תּוֹרה in תל אָביב and a ישיבה in ירוּשלים. He was beloved 

by all. He is buried next to ר׳ משה Feinstein and the Tchebiner רב.

??
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