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NOTED WITH SORROW & GRIEF

“The passing of a tzaddik is equal to the [calamity of the] burning of the Beis Hamikdash” (Rosh Hashana 18D).
During the first week of the month of Av, when our mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple
is most intense, Klal Yisroel suffered the loss of three towering leaders of a stature associated with the vibrant
era of pre-war Europe. Each made his imprint on Klal Yisroel in his own unique manner. With their passing,
we have become impoverished in a most profound neasure.

I

abbi Shlomo Halberstam iyt
o>, direct descendant of the
aintly Sanzer Rav, Divrei Chaim,
beloved and revered as the Bobover

Rebbe, was niftar on Rosh Chodesh Av
— the yahrzeit of Aharon Hakohen, the
classic rodeif shalom, pursuer of peace.
Son of Rabbi Benzion Halberstam,
who led Bobov Chassidus from 1905, at
the age of 31, until his martyrdom in
World War II (in 1941), he was brought
up in an atmosphere of avodas Hashermn,
communal responsibility, dissemination
of Torah on a large scale, and compas-
sion and concern for every individual.

A moreh hord’a at age 21, the Rebbe
was a highly regarded talmid chacham.
After a series of miraculous escapes, the
Rebbe endured unusual suffering dur-
ing the War and risked his life repeat-

edly to save others. He lost alt of his fam-
ily to the Nazi destruction, except for his
son, Reb Naftali, who will now succeed
his father as Rebbe.

After the liberation, the Rebbe came
to America in 1947, where he remarried,

and became the leader of Bobover
Chassidus. He assumed the role of
father to the orphaned members of his
group, established thriving institutions
of Torah study (Yeshiva Eitz Chaim) and
girls’ education, ranging from nursery
through Kollelim of advanced study,
impressive houses of worship, and
flourishing communal institutions serv-
ing tens of thousands of families, with
headquarters in the Boro Park section
of Brooklyn, and branches in cities
around the globe — including Jerusalem,
Antwerp, London, and Toronte.

The intensity and joy in tefilla and
avoda, as well as the determined pursuit

of harmony and peace that character-
izes Bobov are being perpetuated by his
successor, the Adnior Rav Naftali and the
Rav Hatzair, Rav Benzion.

JFAN Wy v amor

Pheto Credits: Bobover
Rebbe, Slonimer Rebbe —
Michael Mordechai Dorf
Ray Paler — Tsernach Glenn

I

n the fifth of Ay, the world lost
an outstanding Rosh Yeshiva
whose life  spanned the
precincts of Brisk as it flourished in
Europe to its rebirth in the New World.
Foremost among those who were
responsible for transplating Torah’s
purity to these shores was Rabbi Biny-
omin Paler nomab prre o
He was born in Brisk, some 92 years
ago, to a family of Torah nobility — Rabbi
Yitzchok Paler oy, an outstanding
tafmid chacham, and his Rebbetzin
Devorany whose lineage was traced to
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the Ramo, Reb Binyamin, who finished
Shas at 16, enjoyed a close rebbe-talmid
relationship with the Gaon Rabbi Yitz-
chok Zev Soleveitchik, the Brisker Rav
omyr, from 1931 until the outbreak of
World War II in 1939, absorbing both
his Rebbe’s derech halimud — his unique
analytical methodology of Talmudic
study — and the meticulous derech
avoda (approach to mitzva observance)
associated with Brisk. Rabbi Paler spent
the war years in Shanghai with the Mir-
rer Yeshiva contingent, where he dis-
tinguished himself with exceptional
hasmada (diligence in study), and
earned the admiration of his colleagues
for his extraordinary abilities in all
aspects of lirmud ha'Torah, including phe-
nomenal recall of the texts of Talmud
and its commentaries. This was espe-
cially important in those years when the
sefarim themselves were not available.
Arriving in America in 1947, Rabbi
Paler married the daughter of the late
Matersdorfer Rav, Rabbi Shmuel Ehren-
feld »"xv, and began saying shiurim in

Yeshivas Chasam Sofer. In 1964, he
established Yeshiva M’kor Chaim in
Brooklyn — the name referring to the
analytical Talmudic approach intro-
duced by Rabbi Chaim Soleveitchik v,
which the Rosh Yeshiva perpetuated
through his own learning and teaching.

During his half century of harbotzas
ha'lorah, Rabbi Paler molded the think-
ing of hundreds of young men who were
inspired by his example, as they were
challenged by his shiurim, and guided by
his involvement in their growth as
exemplary falmidei chachamim.

AR YD wr oy

1.

great loss was suffered on the 711

of Av with the passing of the

Slonimer Rebbe, Rabbi Shalom
Noach Barazovsky nomab 1y ¢ in
Jerusalem, at age 89.

Born in Baranovitch to Rabbi Moshe
Avraham Barazovski, he was strongly
influenced by the Bais Avrohom of
Slonim as well as the Mashgiach of
Yeshiva Toras Chesed, Rabbi Moshe
Midner.

He emerged as an outstanding
talmid chacham and Chassidic leader, He

was Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Beis Avro-
hom, which he founded in Yerushalay-
im, for over 60 years. His great stature
as a mechanech is evident in his sefer
Nesivos Shalom. He eventually suc-
ceeded his father-in-law, Rabbi Avraham
Weinberg 9w1, the Birkas Avraham, as
Slonimer Rebbe in 1981.

The Rebbe was revered for his clas-
sic collection of discussions from a
Chassidic perspective on the weekly
Sidros, Shabbos and Moadinm, published
in the aforementioned multi-volumed
Nesivos Shalom, as well as his Toras Avos,
a collection of Chassidic essays.

The Rebbe, a respected leader of
Torah Jewry, served as a member of the
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah (Council of
Torah Sages) of Agudath Israel, a mem-
ber of the leadership of the Vaad
Hayeshivos, and a member of the direc-
torship of Chinuch Atzmai — Torah
Schools for Israel,

He leaves a void that cannot be filled.

N D Py

he Jewish Observer plans to pub-
lish biographical essays regarding
each of these leading personalities
in future issues. »
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£ POST-ZIONIST DIVISION
OF JERUSALEM

he recent willingness by Prime
I Minister Ehud Barak to cede
Arab neighborhoods within the
Jerusalem municipal boundaries to the
Palestinians constitutes a watershed for
the State of Israel. There is no telling
at this point what the outcome of the
negotiations will be. It is clear, howev-
er, that the present government, and —
with the principle of continuity in
international negotiations — presumably
any future government, will agree to
relinquish parts of Jerusalem inciuding
the Old City to the Palestinians.

The indivisibility of Jerusalem,
always the mantra of every Israeli
politician, exists no longer. Whereas
until today the division of Jerusalem has
been a taboo subject in Israel, it is now
an open question, subject to fierce
debate. The polls purporting to gauge
public opinion are inconclusive and
depend on how the question is phrased.
A large segment of the Israeli public is
tired of war and has lost its will to fight,
especially for something which will not
help it in its search for an unencum-
bered, Western lifestyle, which today is
characterized by a post-Zionist drive to
shed the trappings of nationalistic
yearnings. If it can be convinced that
a deal, any deal, may possibly grant it

Rabbi Klugman lives in Jerusalem where he is a
maggid shiur in a yeshiva gedola. Author of sev-
eral books, including a biography of Rabbi Samn-
son Raphael Hirsch (ArtScroll), he is a frequent
contributor to these pages.

some peace and quiet, it will vote for it.

While it is far from clear that Arab
neighborhoods annexed to ferusalem
after the Six Day War have its status and
holiness, that is hardly the point. As far
as the secular Israeli politicians are con-
cerned, those neighborhoods were part
of Jerusalem, and their willingness to
cede them means that in the minds of
the current leadership of the State,
Jerusalem has become expendable.

But whereas the willingness to relin-
quish Arab neighborhoods can at least
be rationalized by the post-facto justi-
fication that the city limits are arbitrary
and do not really determine the bound-
aries of Jerusalem proper, the apparent
inclination to cede or share sovereign-
ty on Har HaBayis and parts of the Old
City puts the lie to that claim, and makes
this trend all the more painful. This will-
ingness can mean only that either the
State of Israel is willing to sever the
three-millennia-old ties of the Jewish
People to Jerusalem, or that essentially
it views itself as a Jewish State in name
only. Jerusalem, then, becomes just one
more “piece of real estate,” as Yitzhak
Rabin called the West Bank.

Only a blind man can ignore the
anomaly in the fact that to even the most
secular Arab leaders Jerusalem is
non-negotiable, while Israeli leaders are
constrained only by public opinion, or
what they perceive as such. Barak used
daily polls of the Israeli public mood to
determine how much he could concede
at Camp David. And his actions indi-
cate that he would agree to transfer sov-
ereignty to Arafat over any part of the

Old City the moment he is convinced
that the Israeli public will put up with
it. One gets the impression that as far
as he is concerned nothing is sacrosanct
if it but yield an agreement, which, he
hopes, will be his ticket to victory in the
next election, These are the bitter fruits
of post-Zionism, now the leading force
in Israeli political and social ideclogy.

When There is No Spiritual Claim

he trend of Ehud Baralds think-

| ing, then, is painfully clear. For the

secular Israeli that he represents,

any Jewish spirituality is anathema, and

there really is no difference between Jeri-

cho and Ramallah, or Hebron and East

Jerusalem. The willingness to cede 90%

of the West Bank is of a piece with every-
thing else.

But if that is the case, then logically,
Israel has no greater right to Tel Aviv or
Haifa than it does to Shechem or Beth-
lehem. If we really have no spiritual
claim to the Land, then what difference
is there between Shechem and Ramal-
lah, or Netanya and Haifa?

The Palestinians understand this
only too well. That is why Arafat is
unyielding in his demand for the “right
of return” for Palestinians to their
homes in Israel. And it also accounts for
the fact that the Barak government is
hard pressed to explain why morally
they shouldn’t give in on this as well.
Here, too, one can discern the first cracks
in the Israeli position, disguised as
humanitarian gestures for the “unifica-
tion of families.”
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The Only Basis for Concessions

he practical approach of the
T'i"orah Jew to Barald’s concessions

is clear. Despite the secular char-
acter of the State, we reject and we grieve
every time any piece of the Land of our
Fathers is given to non-Jews. The only
way we could painfully agree, by Knes-
set vote or national referendum, to con-
cessions in the West Bank or Jerusalem
is if such measures will save Jewish Hves,
Pikuach nefesh is the paramount con-
sideration ir: our possession of the Land
until the advent of Moshiach,

It is difficult for any reasonable per-
son to understand how giving land to
the Palestinians, who make no secret of
their ultimate goal of the obliteration
of Israel, will somehow make them and
neighboring Arab countries accept the
existence of the Jewish State. If we were
able to trust the arguments of the pre-
sent government that it will bring inter-
national recognition and Arab acqui-
escence to our existence, it may be
worth considering. But the Lef's rai-
son d’etre of becoming a “nation like all
others” at almost all costs makes their
arguments and motives suspect.

The Likud and its right wing allies’
claim that giving it back is dangerous is
not appreciably more credible. Their
knee-jerk nationalism, and the recent
Likud Knesset vote against the recom-
mendations of the Tal Commission’s
exemption of yeshiva students from the
draft, hardly give assurance that the fun-
damentals of Judaism motivate their
concern.

Which will save more Jewish lives:
keeping it or giving it back? There is no
conclusive answer to that question.

The Religious Jew’s Reaction

he instinctive reaction of any

I religious Jew to the possibility of
an Israeli government ceding

parts of Jerusalem to the Arabs and
sharing sovereignty with the Pales-
tinians in the Old City and on the Tem-
ple Mount is one of horror, disbelief
and - yes — fear. And it is accompa-
nied by a sinking feeling that we have

not yet reached the limits of Barak’s
concessions.

So how are we to view this tragedy?
Will our generation witness the “fall of
Jerusalem”? Did we regain Jerusalem
after 1900 years only to lose it again?

World history and the ongoing
direction of human events are major
instruments in the Divine education of
man. [t is, therefore, incumbent upon
us to seek that Divine lesson not only
in the ebb and flow of the fortunes of
the Jewish People, but in every detail
therein.  (See Dubna Maggid, Kol
Bochim, Eicha 1,5, based on the
Midrash.) The Torah and Chazal are
replete with unambiguous references to
the consequences of our actions, and
the Jew is required to the best of his
ability to translate those exhortations
into actions and attitudes. It is a rejec-
tion of the principle of Divine reward
and punishment to be aware of the
action, be cognizant of the outcome,
and yet deny the Divine message in the
connection between the two.

But when attempting to determine
the Divine intent regarding Jerusalem
it is almost impossible to disentangle
the emotional from the rational. By the
same token, however, the centrality of
Jerusalem to Jewish life makes under-
standing that lesson all that more sig-
nificant and critical.

IL TRULY POSSESSING JERUSALEM

erusalem is the focal point of all Jew-
ish hopes and aspirations. For close
to a millennium it was the site of the
eis Hamikdash, and for three millennia,
since the time that Avraham Avinu was
ready to sacrifice his son Yitzchak on
Mount Moriah, it is the resting place of
the Shechina. The longing for Zion for
two thousand years is an expression of the
yearning of the Jew for K’vod Shamayim,
for the ability of every Jew and every
human being to become close to Him, to
witness His direction and His providence
in every detail of this world (see Mesil-
las Yesharim, Midas HaChassidus).
Yerushalayim for the Jew, then, does
not mean sports stadiums, universities,
restaurants, and not even museums.

Yerushalayim to the Jew is Yeru-shalem
the place where yeira’eh — man’s ability
to perceive the Divine Presence, is
shalerm — whole and unimpairedt. That,
and nothing else, constitutes the essence
of Jerusalem.

When Jerusalem fell, Chazal (San-
hedrin 96b) tells us, it was made clear
to its conquerors that they had van-
quished an already fallen city. Because
once Jerusalem could no longer fill its
role as the resting place of the Shechi-
na, it could last no longer. Possession
of Jerusalem, then, has always been only
a physical manifestation of an underly-
ing spiritual state. It is hard to imagine
that it will be returned to us for any con-
siderable length of time under the
same circumstances as when it was
destroyed.

Alas, no amount of limud zechus, no
attempt at defense, can conceal the fact
that we hdve a fong way to go to make
the Jerusalem of today a resting place for
the Shechina, Jerusalem has so much
kedusha, so much Torah, yiras Shamay-
im and limitless amounts of gemillus
chassadim, and yet, not a litde of the
antithesis of everything authentically
Jewish. Alongside the sixty percent of
the Jewish population that is Torah
observant, alongside the tens of thou-
sands of yerei’im wshleimim, Jerusalem
has become a bustling metropolis which
has spawned every form of activity that
the nevi'im described as the cause of the
churban,

If Jerusalem was destroyed because
of the profusion of Shabbos desecration
(Shabbos 119b), it is absurd to imagine
it being returned to us when even that
age-old sea of tranquillity, the palpable
menuchas Shabbos for which Jerusalem
was renowned, has now become a pol-
luted lake with the steep rise of com-
mercial Shabbos desecration.

When the Supreme Court of Israel
mandates blasphemous Reform, Con-
servative and mixed services at the one
place from where the Shechina has not
departed (Shir Hashirim Rabba),
when the wails — yes, those massive
walls of Har Habayis — are used, with
official sanction, as the backdrop for

' Beretshis Rabba 56, 10
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ndecent theatrical productions, is it
surprising that the Director of human
affairs will hint to us that under the cir-
cumstances He may not be pleased
with our custodianship?

What Unites Jerusalem?

word here about the “united
A]erusalem” mantra, a central

theme of Israeli public pro-
nouncements since the Six Day War. It
would be instructive to see how David,
the first King of Jerusalem, defines his
capital  (Tehillim 122:3) as an ir
shechubra lo yachdav — a united city.
Rashi, citing the Midrash, explains that
the unity referred to here is a symbio-
sis between our earthly Jerusalem and
its celestial counterpart. Jerusalem, says
David Hamelech, is whole and united
only when it is at one with the Shechi-
na, the Divine Presence, as symbolized
by Yerushalayim shel ma’ala — the ethe-
real Jerusalem. And that will be the case
only when it has realized the previous

condition of King David regarding his
city. It must be filled with she’arayach
Yerushalayim, (ibid. v. 2) defined by
Chazal (Makkos 10a) as shearim shehayu
oskim beTorah, where Torah is studied
and observed. Then, and only then, can
Jerusalem be a united city. And so long
as this is not the reality, it is not, it was
not, and it will not be united, despite its
miraculous capture in 1967.

There is another point to consider.
We see the Oslo process as responsible
for Jerusalem being taken away from us.
But is that really the case? How can East
Jerusalemy, filled with aveda zara -
huge mosques and every variety of
church — be considered Jewish? Can the
current drive by the Moslem Waqgf, with
Barak’s explicit agreement, to method-
ically bulldoze and remove countless
truckloads of any remaining vestige of
a Jewish presence on Har Flabayis be
anything other than the vivid and trag-
ic fulfillment of the prophesy of Micha
(3,12) “Tzion sadeh techaresh — Zion will
be plowed over like a field"? In Rabbi
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Akiva’s days {see Makkos 24), these two
phenomena represented to the Sages the
ultimate proof of the destruction of
Jerusalem. And which Jew who values
his life would enter the Temple Mount
or most East Jerusalem neighborhoods

-~ these days without protection? Authen-

tic Jewish sovereignty on Har Habayis
and East Jerusalem, then, is more
declarative than real,

Is Jerusalem falling? No.

Because we never really regained it all
in 1967.

Does that make the series of current
events hurt any less? Of course not.

I11. DIVINE ORCHESTRATION
OF EVENTS

with a minimum of intellectual

honesty cannot but see how the
unfolding of events in the Oslo Process
is shelo kederech ha’teva. The world
watches with incredulity as the most
powerful country in the Middie East, for
whom the Palestinians are no match,
gives away piece after piece of an ances-
tral homeland to a group of people
whose claim to a national identity did
not exist until thirty years ago.

One watches with mounting horror
as Jerusalemn, mentioned countless times
in Tanach and (lehavdil elef alfei hav-
dalos) not once in the Koran, is being
given by the People of the Tanach to the
People of the Koran.

The method Hashemn employs to
ensure that we learn the results of our
actions is midda keneged midda, a mea-
sure for a measure. That technique
applies in the public sphere as well.

A look at the history of Ereiz Yisroel
over the last century yields a fascinat-
ing observation. The Zionist approach
to Eretz Yisroel was not to use it for the
fulfiliment of the Divine command, but
rather as a vehicle for the fulfillment of
their dream of a Jewish national home.
They cited the Prophets primarily to get
the religious Zionists on board and the
international community to agree.
Palestine, as it was known in those days
(another irony), was intended to make
the Jewish people “normal,” a nation like

So how did we get here? Anyone
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all others with a land of its own.

What do we see as the Divine
response? Taking the non-Jewish inhab-
itants of that land, who were never con-
sidered a nation and never possessed any
national identity or land for that mat-
ter, and have them gain acceptance as a
people and a nation by the international
community and given the rights to a
national homeland. Because when the
Jew comes with the attitude that his right
to His Land is based on a secular nation-
alism, Hashem will create ex nihilo a
nationalism which will undercut that
claim to the land.

Thus, the Divine divestiture, dis-
guised as the Middle East peace process,
would seem to show the hollowness of
a claim to Eretz Yisroel, which is based
solely on Jewish national rights. Who
ever heard of a country willingly sur-
rendering parts of its capital?

And it is the most compelling testi-
mony that the century old delusion that
even a secular Jewish State signals the
beginning of the Gerlah is no more than
that — a delusion.

Manifestations of Divine Sovereignty

here is another irony here. When

Bill Clinton ran for president

eight years ago against George

Bush, the choice was widely viewed by
Jews as one between an unsympathet-
ic, if not hostile, president who wouid
wring concessions from Israel, and a
challenger who genuinely professed
only goodwill towards Jews and the State
of Israel.

On Election Day I visited Rabbi Shi-
mon SchwabSx1, the late, revered Rav
of K’hal Adath Jeschurun of Washing-
ton Heights. The phone rang and the
caller asked who he should vote for.
“You must vote for Bush,” the Rav
replied, “because Clinton will pollute
the moral climate of America.”

“But isn’t Clinton better for Israel?”
the caller asked.

“Only Hashem will determine what
will happen in Eretz Yisroel, and as far
as that is concerned, it doesw’t matter
who is president. But the moral climate
in America will degenerate with Clin-

ton as president.”

The events of the last eight vears have
proven the words of the wise old Ray
only too prophetic in both areas. Con-
ventional wisdom notwithstanding, the
president deemed most friendly to
Israel since its founding was the one
whom Hashern employed to force it to
give the Arabs the most without any tan-
gible return. Lev melachim vesarim
beyad Hashem (G-d controls the hearts
of kings and ministers) without com-
mentary.

One thing is clear. When Hashern will
“redeem [us] from among the nations
and will gather [us] in from the lands
where [we| were dispersed, im lo beyad
chazaka uv’zro’a netuya w'vechaima she-
fucha emloch aleichem” (Yechezkel
20,33-34). Whether He rules over us
with a powerful Hand and an out-
streched Arm, with obvious miracles, as
when we regained the Old City and Har
Habayis during the Six Day War, or when
He pours out His anger on us when He
takes them away, it is an unmistakable

manifestation of His sovereignty.
So how can Barak give it back?
He can't.
Hashem can.

IV. WHERE THE SHECHINA DWELLS

hazal (Berachos 8a} tell us that

since the destruction of the Beis

Hamikdash, all Hashem has in
this world are the four “amos of
halacha” One may interpret this to
mean that when the Beis Hamikdash
stood, it alone was the resting place of
the Divine Shechina, and upon the
destruction of the Temple the Beis
Hamidrash takes its place.

Not so, explained the Ponevezher
Rav, Rabbi Yoseph Kahaneman, 5.
The words employed “eint lo ella - he has
only,” mean that when we merited the
Beis Hamikdash, there were two places
where the Divine Presence rested: the
Beis  Hamikdash and the Beis
Hamidrash.2 Now there is only one: the

2 See Maharsha there for another view.
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Beis Hamtidrash. How can this be?
The open connection between the
Almighty and His world, the revelation
of His presence to humanity and their
clear perception of His Providence is
calied hashraas haShechina, the resting
of the Divine Presence. The purpose of
the Beis Hamikdash was not primarily for
the sacrifices that were brought there, but
rather to serve as a conduit for the Divine
Providence and Presence. By means of
the Divine Service conducted in the Beis
Hamikdash, the Shechina rested on Eretz
Yisroel and through it on the entire
world. (See Ramchal, Daas Tvunos, pp.
175-176.) In the Beis Hamikdash one
fearned to behold in a tangible way the
revelation of His Providence and Honor.
With the destruction of the Temple, that
place where Hashem’s Presence was pal-
pably experienced no longer existed.
Now this does not mean that there was
any reduction, Heaven forbid, in the
Divine direction and providence, It is
only that we, its recipients, can grasp that
hashpag, that abundance, only com-
mensurate with our keilim, our instru-
ments of reception. Those are directly
proportional to our actions. (Ramchal,
Kalach Pis'chei Chachina, Pesach27,p. 74)
That in no way indicates a imitation
on His hashpaa. As Rabbi Dessler
explains (Michtav M’Elivahu 1, p. 103),
this apparent lack of hashraas HaShechi-
na is only apparent. It is comparable to
a person sitting in a house with dirty
windows, with the sun shining outside

o . B
b wmn ) w wmen in all its strength and glory. That per-
T pran P a7 D EhD AT 3, LI
T 0 IR o son worr't benefit from the sun’s light and

R phnonx ry A Mot $rOnn MIUN - .
TSR3 D3N oW 1 TR 299 S warmth because of his handicap, the

Y ::;;:;myp; g, 1:;: “:!:ga';r‘?;:;: 1 139 AR girty windows‘ of his hogse. The sumn,

it _ AvIEn MeTem owever, continues to give light and
AW amann bl warmth without restriction, regardiess
o of the state of the house or its windows.

When one learns Torah with total
subjugation, and toils in it with the sole
purpose of understanding and absorb-
ing His word, His will, and in effect,
His essence, (Hu uretzono chad hu, see
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Heichal, the vehicle and the sanctuary
of the Shechina (like the Beis Hamik-
dash itself). The false prophets,
declares the Prophet Yirmiyahu (Yir-
miyahu 7,4), continually speak of
Heichal Hashem — the Divine Sanctu-
ary, but “Heichal Hashem heima” they,
lowly man himself, has the opportu-
nity to become Heichal Hashem, the
Divine sanctuary.

How?

Through serious, sustained limud
HaTorah,

The Six Day War ended on Friday
morning, The return of the Koseland
the makom Hamikdash to Jewish
hands for the first time since the
destruction of the Temple sparked
indescribable feelings of euphoria,
and even the most sober person imag-
ined that he could hear the footsteps
of Moshiach.

The Israeli Army cleared the area
in front of the Kosel and announced
that on Shavuos night, four days after
the conclusion of the war, the gener-
al public would be allowed for the first
titme to come and daven there. The

rapture of any Jew lucky to be in

Jerusalem for that Yom Tov defies
description.

In the Mirrer Yeshiva, shelled by
Jordanian artillery less than a week
before, the entire yeshiva and its
neighbors spent Shavuos night learn-
ing, in anticipation of the pre-dawn
walk to the Kosel. In the middle of the
learning Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz
73t (who was later to daven at the
Kosel at least once each week) deliv-
ered a shmuess, in which he described
the miracles and defined the tumul-
tuous events of the previous week.
“Rabboisai” he concluded, “avadeh
der Kosel iz heilig, ober der shtender,
rabboisai, der shtender iz kodesh hako-
doshim.” (The Kosel is surely Holy,

i
|
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it most eloquently:

“May You return to Your Jerusalem
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Shechina returns, then, and only then,
w'venei osah bekarov — will You rebuild
it, spon.
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AN Essar For ELLUT

Rabbi Matis Roberts

“From You... to You”

When the
Chofetz  Chaim
would  pray, it

Overcoméng
Internal

centrate on their
prayers until they
achieved transcen-

seemed as though a dence of the phys-
fove of the L-rd ical and suprema-
filled his entire Ob;t—m to ¢y of inIt)eHect,
being to the point of reaching thereby a
expiring  from N level close to
earthly life. Ir was M prophecy (Orach
as if he was then Chaim 98:1).

removed from this The reason for
world. His back this is not that dif-

was bent, his head
bowed down. On
His face an expres-
sion of jJoy was
spread, while within him hummed vibra-
tions of trembling reverence. His shoulder
shook slowly, as his body was aflame, shud-
dering and quaking. He was then utter sim-
plicity, surrender and humility. Every word
that left his mouth was spoken in holiness
and purity, with an intensity of meaning,
And for a long while after his prayer, it was
apparent that he found it hard to turn his
thoughts to other matters (from The Hafetz
Hayyim on the Siddur, p 267, citing Con-
versations of the Hafetz Hayyim).
hat was the Chofetz Chaim. What
I about us? What is our tefilla
expected to look like? For that we
need only turn to the words of the
Shulchan Aruch - the Code of Jewish Law:
Someone who is praying must
focus his heart on the meaning of the
words that he utters with his lips. And
he should consider it as if the Divine
Presence were before him. He must
eliminate all distracting thoughts
until his thoughts and concentration
are purely involved in his prayer....
This is what the truly pious would do:
they would sit in solitude and con-

Rabbi Roberts is the Mashgiach Ruchani of Yeshi-
va Shaar HaForah of Queens. He is a frequent
contributor to these pages,

Pmyer

ficult to under-
stand. Tefillais one
of the activities
that most defines
our relationship with Hashem, When we
pray, in addition to fulfilling His will, we
interact with Him on a personal level. We
engage the Almighty in direct conver-
sation,  as
between one
person and
another -
Blessed are
You; You are
eternally
mighty; We
thank You.
We also turn
to Him for
all of our
needs and
aspirations,
acknowledg-
ing thereby that He is the ultimate source
of ali blessing. With so much at stake, it
is no surprise that we are expected to
pray with devotion.

FACING THE OBSTACLES
growth, praying properly is not an

easy task. It takes energy and deter-
mination to remove all other matters

Like anything that offers so much

from our minds and to focus entirely on
the words and meaning of our zefillos.
And it is especially difficult to relate
emotionally to the essence of prayer —
to experience the fact that, although we
cannot see Him or perceive His pres-
ence, we are speaking to a living G-d
who is listening to our every word. Much
has been written about these difficulties,
however, and many ideas have been pre-
sented for overcoming them!. Ulti-
mately, it is a matter of effort. If we are
willing to take the trouble we can con-
tinuously increase the depth and inten-
sity of our worship.

But there is another, more subtle, fac-
tor which tends to undermine our
efforts in this area. Within our own
hearts and minds, there is an element of
resistance that actively opposes any
attempt to
focus prop-
erly on our
tefillos, Tt is
not experi-
enced by
everyone;
nor do those
who endure
it do so all
the time,
But it s
COMMmon
enough that
it needs to
be addressed. And it is complex enough
that the way around it is not so clear —
even to those who are willing to make
the attempt.

That obstacle is the strong feeling of
unworthiness that tends to overcome us
when we feel ourselves standing before

! See, for example Pathway to Prayer by Rabbi
Mayer Birnbaum (Kuntras Avodas Hatefilla in the
Hebrew version) for a list of suggestions to this
end.
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the King of Kings. The more intensely
we experience that reality, the more we
are likely to shrink back in shame. Thus,
for example, a person begins the She-
moneh Esrer: “Blessed are You, Hashen”
~and, immersed in his words, he real-
izes that he has engaged the Almighty
Himself in conversation. When that
reality hits home, the sense of awe and
feelings of inadequacy can be quite
overwhelming. “How do I, with all my
flaws and frailties, approach this exalt-
ed and perfect Being?”

Shortly thereafter he declares to his

Maker: “You are holy; Your name is
holy; and holy beings praise You con-
stantly” One would have to be emo-
tionally numb not to shudder with
embarrassment. How dare [ talk to
Hashem about His holiness when [ am
so far from that level? What’s more,
there are so many things | do that
impede the revelation of that very holi-
ness.

“Return us, our Father, to Your
Torah; bring us close, our King, to Your
service... Forgive us, our Father, for we
have sinned; Pardon us, our King, for
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we have been lax {in Your service).” Am
I really ready to live up to the full impli-
cations of those requests? If I have not
made a serious decision to improve my
ways and serve Him properly - with
realistic plans for carrying it out — how
do I dare to ask for His help in doing
s0?

“And may it be good in Your eyes to
bless Your nation Yisroel in every time
and in every hour with peace.” What
have I done lately for the sake of peace?
Am I willing to compromise my dig-
nity or my interests in order to avoid
conflict? Am 1 careful in everything I
say and do to be sure I don’t provoke
any strife?

And finally, as one prepares to end
his “conversation”, “May the words of
my mouth and the reflections of my
heart be pleasing before You.” What a
brazen request! Does my behavior war-
rant that my words should be pleasing
to Hashem? Are the thoughts of my
heart so pure that they deserve to be
acceptable before Him?

Thus, the train of consciousness that
intense fefilla generates can be very dev-
astating. Before the Almighty there are
no pretensions. All of our flaws and lim-
itations are revealed before Him, and
when we bask in His light, they become
clear to us as well. The denial and seif-
deception that usually enables us to for-
get our failings cannot withstand the
self-scrutiny that comes with present-
ing ourselves before His eves.

True, this brutal self-awareness
breeds the genuine humility that is
appropriate for fefilla, Moreover, it
can serve as the basis for general repen-
tance and for reinvigorating our over-
all relationship with the Almighty. But
it also carries in its wake the persistent
call of a misdirected conscience: “Where
do you find the gall to stand before Him
sullied and defiled with sin, and to peti-
tion Him with your lowly needs and
requests?” In the face of that wither-
ing indictment, we tend to withdraw in
shame. Rather than suffer the anguish
that our intensity brings, we shut down

1

IESQ;:SS our emotions inside - and thereby lose
E(;ity State 7ip Phone the opportgnity fqr ~an intimate
t RHJO Make payments to: EZRAS TORAH 235 East Broadway New York, NY 10002 » 212-227-8860 | encounter with the Divine.
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ANGRY AT WHOM?!

here is yet another emotion that
I derails proper refilla, and that is
anger. Logically, there is no
room for anyone to be angry at G-d.
He 15 all-powerful and ali-knowing and
has only our best interests at heart.
Hence, whatever happens must be for
the good. Anything that seems wrong
or unfair is only because we do not have
access to the big picture - the infinite
realm of eternity.

Unfortunately, emotions are not
always logical. In many instances, a child
who is bitterly angry with his parents
knows that what they did was just and
for his benefit. But he can’t help feeling
angry and resentful for his pain and
frustration. Adults are not really much
different. No matter how many times we
tell ourselves that we must accept the
Will of Hashem with love, there is often
a strong surge of anger and resentment
when things do not seem to be as they

acknowledges the ways he feels, the
burden of guilt will surely undermine
his tefillos in the manner described
above. If he tries to ignore it, the shal-
lowness of his emotions will prevent
him from any meaningful connection.
If he denies his anger even to himself,
he can, for a while, pretend it isn’t
there, But the passuk says that Hashem
is close to all who call to Him with
truth. Expressing humble devotion
while seething inside with resent-
ment - no matter at what level of con-
sciousness — is not truth. In any
event, his feelings will eventually rise
to the surface and he will be faced with
the same dilemma.

So how does one confront truth and
yet rise above anger? How does a young
widow struggling to support her eight
orphaned children say the words “the
orphan and widow He encourages™?

With how much fervor does someone
who is truly poverty-stricken recite the
verse “You open up Your hand and sati-
ate every living creature™? What about
the parents of a child who succumbed
to a long and painful illness? What do
they feel when they praise Hashiem for
being “the Healer of the sick” Or the
aspiring scholar who is seriously hand-
icapped in his studies — what should he
think when he says to the Almighty “You
grant wisdom to man”? In fact, this
applies to any person who is over-
whelmed by life’s difficulties and feels
incapable of meeting its challenges. How
does he process his thanks to Hashem
for our lives that are placed in Your
hands? Yes, the basic elements of faith
can resolve these questions in a person’s
mind. But how many people have faith
that is strong enough to fully resolve
them in their hearts?

should. We are, understandably, very o PDe OMB0 M™Y.
uncomfortable with such feelings, and Maxne nnoe T M.
we try our best to still them. But in many I« MIgpne  DUPR KM
cases they are too potent to be silenced. ArRe  OMOREDe  QUTAe Tt
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A child who feels angry with his
human father can convince himself that
his father was wrong. But what does one
do with such feelings towards his Father
in Heaven? He has no way to rational-
ly validate his feelings, yet, in many cases,
he can not get them to relent, His
options seem to be limited, none of
them very appealing. He can allow him-
self to acknowledge his anger and let it
run its course, but he is likely to under-
go terrible guilt for the way he feels. He
can deny his feelings and pretend they
do not exist - a service the subconscious
often provides free of charge. But at
some level he recognizes the truth, and
his deeper feelings are going to take their
toll. Or, he can — G-d forbid — take the
well-traveled route of escaping his
dilemma by diluting or denying his faith.

None of these choices are likely to
enhance the quality of his tefillos. The
damage done by the third method is
obvious; the others are a bit more
complex. How does this person
approach Hashem in tefilla? If he
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THE ULTIMATE HAVEN

he antidote to all this can be
I found in Rav Shlomo ibn
Gabirol’s liturgical master-
piece Kesser Malchus, which is recited
by Sephardic Jews on Yom Kippur
morning. There he writes: “If You
seek out my sin [ will flee from You
to You; 1 will seek shelter from Your
anger in Your shade.” Mortal man
does not have the wherewithal to
approach Hashem, but with G-d’s
assistance he can do so.

Let us first deal with the unrelent-
ing conscience. Shamed by the aware-
ness of our misdeeds, confronted by
the knowledge that we have incurred
Divine wrath, where can we possibly
flee? Who is there that can protect us
from the Almighty Himselft From
such deep shame and mortal terror
there can be but one refuge, the
boundless sanctuary of G-d’s infinite
love and mercy. Rather than withdraw,
we need to tarn to Him on a deeper

For careful attention to your
individual needs, call us today!

(914) 354-8445

level. Qur message to Hashem must be
as follows:

“Hashem, open my lips and allow my
mouth to recite Your praises. As [ pre-
pare to stand before You in prayer, I find
it very difficult to open my mouth. T am
a lowly, mortal being, and I feel totally
unworthy of presenting myself before
Your infinite eminence. What's more, I've
transgressed Your Will and defiled my
soul, and I'm overwhelmed with shame
and regret for my misdeeds. Only You can
provide me with the courage to face You
- to express Your praises and appeal to You
for my needs. Therefore, I flee from You
to You: From the spectre of Your tower-
ing greatness and frightening judgment [
turn to You and find refuge within Your
loving arms. Please grant me the strength
and support to be able to approach You
properly.”

Processed in this manner, one’s full
awareness of his feelings will enhance his
prayers rather than weaken them. But
there is a need for caution. Having mas-
tered this approach, a person may start

LS.
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feeling a perverse pride in his sins. After
all, it is only through them that he faces
Hashem with such honest humility. This
can evolve into an unacceptable level of
comfort with one’s misdeeds. That, of
course, is not the proper mindset with
which to approach Hashem in tefilla. We
may turn to Hashem for strength when
the pain in our lives becomes intolera-
ble - even if it comes from our own
wrongdoing. But He is not there to make
our offenses painless, Rather, we must
steel ourselves to feel the full, humbling
impact of those feelings of inadequacy,
and only then turn to Hashem to help
us deal with them.

A similar approach can be taken
with irrational anger. If one feels anger
or resentment that s directed Heav-
enward, he should not try to hide his
feelings when he turns to Hashem,
Rather, he should bring those feelings
to Him for help, just like he does with
everything else.

“Hashem, I know and acknowledge
that everything You do is for the good.
Whatever pain You bring upon me is for
my ultimate benefit, whether in this world
or the next. But the emotions You creat-
ed me with do not always adhere to that
recognition. And I find myself unable to
stemn the flow of anger and resentment for
my suffering. I totally reject the viewpoint
that these sentiments represent, but I just
can’t help feeling the way I do. Please
accept my prayers in the spirit of pure and
humble devotion with which [ want to be
expressing them. And grant me the
strength to overcome those feelings inside
and to renew within myself a full mea-
sure of love and fear for You.”

These reflections reinforce our
awareness that we do not face the
world on our own. Even the gaps
between us and our Maker that we our-
selves create, Hashem is willing to help
us bridge. But it is our responsibility
to turn to Him and beseech Him to do
s0. With Him behind us, we can sum-
mon the strength to face ourselves
unflinchingly. Sustained by His sup-
port, we can find the courage to
approach Him with total honesty, and
to experience our interaction with Him
in all of its uplifting intensity. ]
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abbi Shneur Aisenstark
h

In the planning stages for a session at the recent National Convention of Torah Umesorah, Rabbi Joshua
Fishman (executive vice-president of Torah Umesorah), wondered if it might not be beneficial to find
a Yungerman who had been “on the fringe,” on the verge of becoming a dropout. Perhaps he could

relate to us how, in his opinion, we could re-shape the educational process to help save him and others
like him.

Without knowing it, by selecting me to speak, Reb Shia [Rabbi Fishman] did just that: he got himself
a dropout. (But not a Yungerman; you can’t have everything.)

Now that I have married off all my children 72 and am completing my 337 d vear as Menahel of the
Bais Yaakov of Montreal, I have no hesitations about relating my story to you ~ how I wavered and
how I was saved. Perhaps those same elements that held me back from toppling over the edge can be

applied to our own chinuch scene and be employed to redeem our own children on the fringe.

Rough Early Beginnings

ecause of my parents’ moves

from country to country, and

state to state, { was in eight dif-
ferent schools before twelfth grade... 12
schools, 8 years!

Iam dyslexic, and have a hard time
distinguishing between a “y” and “r”,
When nervous, I have written my
name as “prowmr.” Differentiating
between Shin and Sin is also a prob-
lem for me, as is differentiating
between left and right. In fact, I failed
my driver’s test at age 18 two times
because of this problem. No one in
any of my schools knew about my

dyslexia or even knew what dyslexia
was. If I were in today’s school sys-
tem, I would certainly be diagnosed
as ADD and probably be put on Rital-
in for behavior control. There I was:
the perfect candidate for “drop-out”
status.

The question is: why, then, am I here?

To answer that, I must relate to you
part of my yeshiva life.

“Knip in Bekala”

ne of my many yeshivos was
Torah Vodaath. [ was ten years
old and 1000 miles away from
home, all by myself. 1 lasted from

Pesach to June. 53 vears later, I still feel
the warmth of Reb Moshe Rivlin’s 531
knip in bekala, calling me “tzaddikel” |
still see his huge smile — that was his way
with all of us.

He showed us cowboy movies on Sat-
urday night, with his hands ever ready
near the lens of the projector to cover
what we shouldn’t see. He did this so
that we wouldn’t roam the streets, per-
haps to watch movies other than the
ones he selected for us.

Rabbi Rivlin made time to take care
of Shneur Aisenstark,

That affected me and stayed with me
until now, and made yeshiva life very
important.
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Plucked oyt of the Theater

ne afternoon as a young teenag-
O er, | went to the movies. (That’s
close to fifty years ago, and
movies weren't too good then either.) The
Mashgiach of my then-yeshiva knew
where to look for me, and went up and
down the aistes of the dark theater. When
he found me, he put his arm around my
shoulder and kept it there while he took
me back to the yeshiva.
Once there, he sat with me in the Beis
Midrash without uttering one word of
criticism and simply learned with me. The
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Mashgiach lowered himself to my level,
learned with me and gave me his time
and, most of all, his warmth.

That affected me and stayed with me
until now, and made yeshiva life very
important,

Compound Interest

n Friday afternoons in one of my
O yeshivos, an old man (63 years old

looked pretty old to us then), a
ba’al habayis, asked me to sit next to him
and be ma’avir sedra — 1, from my Beis
Yehuda Chumash, and he, from his Befs
Yehuda Chumash.

He was interested in me and gave me
his time and attention. [ realized this and
appreciated it very much.

That affected me and stayed with me
until now, and made yeshiva life very
important.

Snatched from the Party

t the age of 14, [, and some of my
Airiends, went to a party on Janu-
ry 158, The Menahel of my then-
yeshiva decided that the way to tackle this
problem was to send three older
bachurim, who knew how to handle
younger fellows, bring us back from the
party with dignity and grace. I repeat: with
dignity and grace.

And they accomplished this task with
dignity and grace. And the entire issue was
settled with dignity and grace. The
Menahel invested much time and effort
to keep Shneur Aisenstark on track with
dignity and grace,

That affected me and stayed with ne until
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now, and made yeshiva life very important.

Never Kicked Out

y the way, [ was never kicked out
Bof any of my eight schools mma

(although I was definitely on the
verge).

1 was most certainly behind the eight-
ball, and the only thing that saved me was
the personal interest of

A Rabbi Rivlin.

A Mashgiach.

An old man with whom I was ma’avir
sedra.

And a Menahel who treated me with
dignity and grace.

I made it because I received the prop-
er dosage of the “leffele of kavod (a spoon-
ful of recognition)” that Rabbi Elya Lop-
ian 7% prescribed for the Mashgiach,
Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon s v, when
Rabbi Salomon took over the mantle of

'~ “Mashgiachdom.”

In order to be successful, “you must
give every student a leffele of kavod every
day,” was Reb Elya’s cry.

With the proliferation of yeshivosand
students 73, do our Mashgichim have the
time to give that leffele of kavod to every
student every day?

I had a Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Yechiel
London K, who learned with me pri-
vately, every day, a half hour before
Shacharis, over two solid vears (the
longest I ever stayed in one place).

Where, today, would you find a Rosh
Yeshiva who has that kind of time?

I was not ashamed to make mistakes,
because the Rosh Yeshiva made me feel
important, confident and comfortable.

That affected me and stayed with me
until now, and made yeshiva life very
important.

Can we do the same?

How can we not?

Rabbi Aisenstark continued with an out-
line of practical applications of the factors
that in his experience “affected him, stayed

- with him until now, and made yeshiva life

very important fo him.” Since these specif-
ic suggestions are geared fo the classroom
setting, they have been omitted from this
article. They are, however, available to
mechanchim upon request. — JO n
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Back 1o ScHoor

Rabbi Shlomo Goldberg

AVOIDING SYSTEM BREAKDOWN

he computer upon which I am
writing this article is a complex.

system. There are numerous sub-
systems that must all work in seamless
harmony if the entire system is not to
crash, If the system is overloaded, I will
receive a message telling me that [ have
performed a “fatal error” and my entire
system may be shut down,

Today, there are many students
who “shut down.” Some shut down
only from time to time or in certain
areas — for example on a test, when
asked an unexpected question publicly,
when a project is not coming out pe-
fectly, or in particular subject areas.
Others, tragically, shut down perma-
nently and completely and do not wish
to perform academically or spiritual-
lyatall. In either case, I fear that the
system shut down is often the result of
our “fatal errors” in educating our chil-
dren. One of these errors is poignant-
ly portrayed in the Midrash in Parashas
Yisroand serves as an important point
to ponder as we prepare for Kabbalas
HaTorah.

The Torah sets the time frame for the
Jewish people’s receiving of the Torah as
taking place in the third month. Of

Rabbi Shiomo Goldberg is the Menakel of Veshi-
va Ohr Eliyahu in Culver City, California. This
is his first appearance in these pages.

course, the events that led the B’nei Vis-

roel to Har Sinai began with Yetzias

Mitzrayim, seven weeks before. It
would seem, therefore, that there should
have been no time lost in bringing the
B’nei Yisroel to Har Sinai, the place where
they would accept their mission and
meet their destiny. What was the
necessity of waiting nearly two months
before culminating the Exodus with
Kabbalas HaTorah?

The Midrash Yalkut Shewmoni ( Yisro
271, 17) explains Hashenr’s rationale
through a mashal of a king who had an
only son. The prince became il for a
period of time and therefore was not
able to continue his studies with his
teacher. As soon as the prince began to
show some signs of improvement, the
teacher returned to the king and
requested that the prince be allowed to
resume his studies, The king, however,
had a “systems approach” to his son’s
education. Therefore, he replied that
while indeed his son’s overall condition
had improved, “The glow has not yet
returned to his face, so how can he be
allowed to return to school? Rather, let
my son recuperate for two or three
months with healthy food and drink,
and after that he may return to school”
So too, the Midrash continues, when the
Bret Yisroel came out of Mitzrayim, the
goal was for them to receive the Torah
as soon as possible. However, they were

7 D on ’t
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Your Child is an Extra Year of

You

still suffering from the illnesses of
Mitzrayim, either in terms of the hard
work in brick and mortar, or the spiri-
tual maladies resulting from hundreds
of years living at the bottom level of Spir-
itual impurity. Since He is the Father,
as opposed to the pedagogue, of the Jew-
ish people, Hashem delayed Kabbalas
HaTorah until the all-important glow of
robust spiritual and physical health
returned to the faces of His children.
“Rather let them recuperate for two or
three months with manna and water
from the be’er (well), and afterwards
they may receive the Torah. When?
Bechodesh hashlishi—in the third
month.”

In this touching Midrash, Chazal have
clarified for us the distinct difference
between a pedagogue and a parent. The
pedagogue is concerned primarily with
transmitting information to his student.
He has his educational agenda and cur-
ricular program, and he cannot wait to
see its implementation. The parent is
also concerned with the curriculum;
after all he hired the pedagogue in the
first place. But as a parent, he is con-
cerned with the totality of his child, both
because this child — body, soul, and spir-
it — is his, and because he realizes that
the educational program will not run at
all unless all the systems are ready and
fully functioning. Therefore, he is will-
ing to wait.
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LIKE PROFESSORS OR LIKE PARENTS?

ot infrequently, parents inspired
be the best of intentions, tend

to act more like professors than
parents, and simply cannot wait. And
who can blame them? After all, their
child obviously possesses a mind the
likes of which has not been seen in gen-
erations. Who would not rush this lit-
tle genius into preschool at age two, with
a cough and a runny nose and a note
pinned to his or her shirt demanding to
meet with the principal concerning hav-
ing little Yankie or Rochel skipped
immediately to the three-year-old or
four-year-old class where he or she obvi-
ously belongs? Moreover, how can we
deprive the Jewish People of the future
accomplishments of our little Gadol
HaDor for even one day? Chazal are
teaching us that, agreed, the mind may
be ready, but if the body or the emotions
or the spirit is weal, then what good is
a state-of-the-art software program

without the hardware to run it? The |

EEE Wa R =
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result—this parent has performed a fatal
error, and today or tomorrow, partial-
ly or totally, this child will shut down.
If, however, the parents have the sense
to follow Chazal and wait and not push,
as Hashem did for the B'nei Yisroel, then
they will be fulfilling the mitzva of fol-
lowing in the ways of the Al-mighty in
a most dynamic fashion. Chazal (Kesu-
vos 50a) state that until age five, parents
should “roll with their child,” which
means, says Rashi, to treat him and speak
to him kindly and softly. At age six or
seven, depending on the physical
strength of the child, it is permissible to
“feed him like an ox” The Maharsha
here in Kesuvos and in Baba Basra (21a)
points out that the Gemora’s intent is
that even then, the child should be fed
gently and by hand, like an ox — not
stuffed forcibly, like a camel.
Furthermore, the Gemora in Kesuvos
explains that if a child whose physical
nature is weak is brought to school
before the age of six, then the parents
may actually be endangering his phys-

SEMINARY AND POST-SEMINARY PROGRAMS
WITH OPTIONAL EIGHT WEEKS IN ERETZ YISRAEL!

+ Full Day or Half Day Programs
| + Includes Intensive Limudei Kodesh

+ Endorsed By Leading Gedolei Yisrael

+ Dynamic Shiurim By The Foremost Mechanchim
I » Hundreds Of Successful Maalot Graduates Worldwide

+ Choice of Regular or Lishma Program

+ A Warm Bais Yaakov Atmosphere - Select Group Of Students
l » Option of Eight Week Summer Program In Yerushalayim

+ The Exciting Alternative To A Full Year in Eretz Yisroel

Our Renowned Machanchim include:
Rabbi Y. Cahan, Rabbi Dov Eichenstein, Rabbi Dovid Gibber, Rabbi Yoel Kramer
Robbi N.D. Rabinowich, Rabbi Mechel Spitzer, Rabbi Yisrosl Dov Webster
Rebbetzin Chaya Blumenfald, Rebbetzin Y. Davidowitz, Rebbeizin Chaya Ginzberg
Rebbetzin Devora Kitevits, Rebbetzin Naamec Lerman, Rebbetzin Esther Twersky

Summer In Eretx Yisrael: Rabbi Dovid Refson - Dean, Rabbi Dovid Kass - Director

Rabbi Avraham Blumenkrantz,

Rabbi Nosson Geisler, Rabbi Leib Keleman, RabbiY. Manat,, Rabbi Meir Treibitz,

Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller, Rebbetzin Zehava Kass, Rebbetzin Rena Tarshish

W aalat - THE NY SEMINARY & POST-SEMINARY

WITH THE ERETZ YISRAEL FLAVOR!

RABBI SHOLOM G. GINIBERG, DEAN
931 Coney island Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11230

For More Information Phone Or Faﬂ?l 8277-0222
- . — - -

ical well being. (See Rashi.} The Ram-
bam (Hilchoes Talmud Torah 2:2) states,
“A child is brought to be taught at the
age of six or seven, depending on his
strength and physical build. Below the
age of six, he should not be brought to
a teacher” In line with this mode of
thinking, a prominent Rosh Yeshiva who
spent his early childhood in the world
of the Lithuanian yeshives once men-
tioned to me that he did not go to school
until age seven. What did he do until
then? I played, mostly,” was his
response.

Although the Maharsha states that a
child who is healthy and strong witl ben-
efit from an early start on the educa-
tional path, it seems that even then, there
is strong support for the “rolling,” ox-
feeding, and playing styles mentioned
above, For example, the Rav Shulchan
Aruch states that when a child first learns
to speak, he should be taught the vers-
es of “Torah tziva lanu Moshe” and
“Shema Yisroel” Afterwards, the child
should be taught verses orally until he
reaches the age of five. This approach
differs greatly from the “rush to read-
ing” found in many chedarim. The
rationale seems to be that it is more ben-
eficial to have a child acquire passive
knowledge of Lashon Hakodesh, than
active knowledge of Alef-Bais. In truth,
when children receive a solid ground-
work in the language of Torah, the Rav
Shulchan Aruch states that their early
Torah learning can then become actu-
al learning, instead of the endless series
of translation exercises that often pass
for Hmudei kodesh curriculum.

THE EMOTIONAL FACTOR
IN READINESS

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Y3t
points out that there is a strong emo-
tional element involved in a child’s pre-
paredness for formal education as well:
The maturity of a child’s under-
standing does not determine his abil-
ity to fulfill mitzvos. Rather, the
halacha defines his ability. The
halacha determines that when a child
awakens {in the night} and does not

In addition to physical readiness,
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cry “Irnma, Imma,” this is a sign that

he has reached the level that he is no

longer dependent on his mother and
does not need her as much. At this
point, he is responsible to sleep in the

succa. 1If so, the time to accustom a

child to the mitzva of succais not from

the time that the child begins to
understand the verse ‘I caused them to
dwell in succos, but rather according
to his development: when he is no
longer tied to his mother” {Mesillas

Chaim B’Chinuch, pg.11)

As we try to determine a child’s readi-
ness for school in general, or a partic-
ular class or subject, it seems from Reb
Chaim, "31 that we must concern our-
selves primarily with his or her emo-
tional readiness to perform. In partic-
ular, when the question of having a child
skip a grade comes into play, parents and
teachers must consider the emotional
and social readiness of a child in addi-
tion to his mental abilities,

In fact, by rushing a child and skip-
ping over essential developmental
stages, a parent’s attempts at going two
steps forward might well cause their
child to fall three steps back. In his sem-
inal essays on Limud Hamussar
VeChochmas Hamussar in Sefer Toras
Avraham, Rabbi Avraham Grodzinsky,
T writes of the importance of each
small step in a young child’s develop-
ment:

The opinions held by children seem
purposeless to adult eyes. Similarly, the
interactions between children seem-
ingly have no relevance to human life,
and therefore adults view them as being
totally without substance. The Torah
teaches, however, that there is, in fact,
significant intellectual development
taking place in this process. A child
expresses his immature opinion to his
friends, and he in turn listens to their
childish opinions. Through this give
and take the child continues to devel-
op day after day until he is no longer
considered to be intellectually imma-
ture. The childish side of conversations
that we see in the interaction of chil-
dren, is a reflection of those aspects that
would not be appropriate if expressed
by adults. In other words, “childish”

really refers to expressions that are not

appropriate to the intellectual capac-

ity of the people involved in the con-
versation. For example, if an adult

would converse in the manner of a

child, that would be considered child-

ish. But if the child’s conversation, no
matter what form it takes, is appro-
priate for his age, these conversations
are far from meaningless ~— in fact they
are of absolute necessity, for through
these conversations he is brought, lit-
tle by little, into adulthood. (Toras

Avraham pp. 368-369)

Throughout this insightful essay,
the last Mashgiach of Slobodka demon-
strates that the step-by-step socialization
process of a child is essential to the over-
all intellectual development that the
Torah terms dags. And it is the devel-
opment of daas that transforms a child
from the world of childhood to adult-
hood. In the rush to academics, parents
might well be depriving their children
of the motor, language, and social skills
that are mandated by 'Torah as necessi-
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ties for entrance into the world of Torah
as fully functioning adults. The “child-
ish” speech, games, toys, and social inter-
actions of children are critical to their
maturation and development. In this
vain, Rabbi Yitzchok Ruderman, %7¥r was
once asked by a well-meaning father
what subject to learn with his five-year-
old son. The Rosh Yeshiva thought for
a while and then responded, “At age five,
I recommend that he be studying
blocks!”

STRIVING FOR BALANCE

and  educationally unsound

demands sometimes practiced by
schools, there is often an imbalance in
the way that young children are edu-
cated in the home. Let us allow Rabbi
Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, 931, to be
our guide in understanding the educa-
tional role of parents in the life of a
young child.

Rabbi Hirsch first asserts that it is a

In addition to the over-burdening
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child’s mother who is primarily respon-
sible for the early education of her child.
“The very fact that the . . . child
spends the first five or six years of his
growth and training for his future life
under the care and guidance of the
home, means that the fundamentals of
his spiritual education are the respon-
sibility of the home — above all, that of
his mother. If a mother has done her
duty to the boy of five or six when she
turns him over to the school, her own
spiritual influence may already have
been a determining factor in her child’s
spiritual future” (The Collected Writ-
ings of Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch,
Vol. VII, Feldheim pp. 111-112.)
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Having established the primacy of the
mother’s role, Rabbi Hirsch then turns
to the specifics of the nature of that role.

“The first man gave the first moth-
er in the history of mankind the
name Chava, ‘She who speaks, or

‘Giver of thoughts, not only Chaya,

*Giver of life’ This implies that every

mother should strive to be Chava, the

cultivator of the language and the
thoughts of the child for whom she has
been the giver of life, Chaya.” (ibid.)

Once duly charged with the role of
teaching language and thinking skills to
her child, Rabbi Hirsch attempts to help
mothers avoid the temptation to turn
into pedagogues instead of parents.

“Should -the mother attempt to

anticipate the work of the school?
Should she see to it that her child is
already able to read and recite the mul-
tiplication tables and so forth by the
time he enters school? The answer is
No! She should not concern herself
with anything that will be the specif-
ic function of the school, for such hap-
hazard anticipation of the work that
should be done by the school is often
‘more damaging than helpful. After all,
the child cannot simply skip his early
elementary grades, and the howurs
devoted in the classroom to skills he
has already acquired before entering
school will not provide him with suf-
ficient intellectual stimulation and
mental challenges. As a consequence,
he will become accustomed to attend-
ing classes without paying attention to
what is being taught there—which is
the worst preparation for the rest of his
school days.” (ibid.)

{These words of Rabbi Hirsch also
deal a deathblow to Sesame Street, pre-
school computer games, and the like.)

What, then, should a mother be
teaching her child in his or her forma-
tive years? Instead of teaching her child
skills, Rabbi Hirsch maintains that a
mother should confine her activities to
something far more important: she
should teach her child how to learn.

“This means that she should teach
him how to think and speak, to think
and speak properly, to perceive things
correctly, and to utilize his senses con-

sciously and intelligently. . . . This is
the basic learning process, and this is
what the mother should teach her
child. Just as she taught him how to
walk properly, so, too, she should teach
him to acquire mental agility. She
should help him learn how to utilize
his senses, his intellectual capacities
and his physical skills in order that he
may apply them, consciously and
intelligently, to the attainment of a spe-

cific objective.” (ibid. p.115)

The methods used to convey this
knowledge of “how to learn” require
much more sensitivity, creativity and
involvement than basic book learning.
Again Rabbi Hirsch explains:

“Once an intelligent mother has
given her child a pat of butter, or a
piece of wax, of cork, of wood, of stone
ot of metal to feel and to compare with
another, his lttle fingers will start on
their own, very early on, to examine
other objects for physical properties
and differences.”

The process being described by
Rabbi Hirsch is that of bing, growing -
in understanding by comparing one
concept to another. Such ability is a
necessary prerequisite for all of the
child’s future Torah learning. And
Rabbi Hirsch is telling us that a
childd’s future ability to pasken a
halacha correctly at the age of forty,
begins with his mother’s ability to
teach him to cut and paste at the age
of four. '

Roshei Yeshiva have remarked that
there are two significant deficiencies in
some of today’s bachurim. The first is
burnout, resulting from sitting behind
a desk since they were three years old.
The second is a lack of ability to think
and reason. If parents would adopt the
philosophy espoused by Rabbi Hirsch,
then in their early years children
would develop analytic abilities
through play and hands-on learning,
and the formal learning experience
would be postponed until later in life.
In this way, both concerns would be
alleviated.

It is often difficult to wait and to be
sure that all systems—pbhysical, emo-
tional as well as intellectual — are go
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and “glowing” in the education of our
children, especially when we are faced
with a truly outstanding mind. Per-
haps we can gain strength from the
story of one great European child
prodigy who was capable of engaging
in learning with the Rabbanim of his
city from a very early age. During one
such session of speaking in learning,
while involved in a complicated
Tosafos, the boy heard a noise, ran to
the window and shouted the Yiddish
equivalent of, “Look, a horsiel” A
Tosafos may be a Tosafos, but to a bal-
anced, healthy child a horsie must also
be a horsie.

FOCUS ON THE JOB DESCRIPTION

ston from all that has been stated,

that children should not be rushed
out of Mom’s arms and into pre-
school, should not be relentlessly
pushed academically, and should not
be skipped except in very unusual sit-
uations. The “whole child” approach

It seems to be a reasonable conclu-~

would also seem to dictate an empha-
sis on middos as the fertile ground in
which gifted minds can grow, and chil-
dren should be taught to nurture
their bodies as well as their minds.
In addition, it seerns worthwhile to
try to ensure that your child is one of
the older students in his or her class.
Research shows that children who
start school at an older age get higher
grades, score better on standardized
tests, are less likely to fail a grade or be
referred for learning disabilities test-
ing, and are far less likely to have learn-
ing issues follow them through school
and even adult life. They are more like-
ly to fulfill their potential, be well
adjusted, and emerge as leaders.
(“Pupil Age at School Entrance—
How Many are Ready for Success,”
James K. Uphoff and June Gilmore,
Educational Leadership, January, 1986.)
The key to all thisis to remember the
nature of the job description of an ele-
mentary school. Rabbi Noach Orlowek,
RVow, explains that institutions of
higher learning are entrusted with cre-

ating rabbis, businessmen or profes-
sionals. If they fail, there will be one fess
talmid chacham, CEQ, or lawyer in the
world. The mission of an elementary
school (and of a parent as well) is to cre-
ate a human being. If it fails, then there
will be one less person in the world. And
that is called homicide.

To avoid system shut downs and fatal
errors in our children, parents must
remember to be parents and not ped-
agogues. In addition, schools must have
the courage to stand up to the misplaced
academic pressure placed on children
by their pedagogue parents, and edu-
cate them instead as to the proper vision
of education promoted by Chazal. By
striving, as the Midrash states, to keep
the glow on the faces of our children,
parents and teachers can enact a
dynamic fulfillment of the mitzva of
walking in the ways of the Al-mighty.
If this is the manner in which Hashem
prepared His children for their Kabbalas
HaTorah, we can be sure that it is a suc-
cessful method for passing the Mesora
to our children, as well. |
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Hollis Dorman

THE SCHOOLBAG: PORTAL
TO A CHILD'S SOUL

twelve-year-old girl has many
things on her mind when she
uns into the house after the
school-bus drops her off in the after-
noon. On one particular day, she flung
her schoolbag on the floor and the flap
flew open, spilling the bag’s contents on
the rug. As she bent over to retrieve the
papers, she spotted a magazine her Eng-
lish teacher had passed out to the class
earlier that day.

The teacher had been discussing cre-
ative writing. She gave the class their
assignment, and then passed out this
magazine. “There are ideas in here that
may help you develop your own topics”
she told them. “I'm not going to assign
anything specific for you to read from
the magazine. Just look through it and
see what you can get from the articles.”

Now the girl picked up the magazine.
It was called “Writing! The Magazine of
Effective Communication” Weekly Read-
er Corporation produces the magazine
and distributes it to classrooms
throughout the country. The editors
explain their purpose in creating the
theme of the issue she was now hold-
ing: “... Advertising is all about writing:
Writers have helped to create every ad you
see, Advertising is the theme of this issue. ..
ask yourself: What can I learn about writ-

Hollis Dorman is a parent, teacher and grant-
writer from Philadelphia, PA.

The Marketplace
of the Mind

ing from the pros who make the ads?

The girl studied the cover for a
moment. A model’s bright face looked
back at her ~ the model was holding a
shoe and underneath her smile and
beckoning finger was the message,
“How Ad Writers Target You...”? The
girl read each word and studied the
model’s face before tucking the maga-
zine back in her school-bag and leaving
the room. She thought about the sneak-
er the mode] held and how she could
convince her mother to buy a pair just
like this one.

How to use the contents of a child’s
school book-bag as a sophisticated
Madison 5* Avenue ad campaign... Kay
S. Hymowitz, a senior fellow at the Man-
hattan Institute, writes in the journal
American Educator, “Kids learn of their
sophisticated independence from retail
displays and promotions, from magazines
and direct mailings. With their captive
audience, schools, too, have become an
advertiser’s promised land: kids see ads in
classrooms, on book order forms, on
school-buses, and now even in text-
books....s

Impressions... meaningless, some
people exclaim. Our children need the
exposure to modern ideas — they have
to get along in this world. They are hurt
more if they are not exposed to the out-
side world, our secular pundits posit.

These experts miss the major point.
Moral values, including how to get along
in this world, are not a criterion in the

design of modern curriculum. Children
are educated through the “noisy pres-
ence of the media carnival barkers™
These “barkers” will go to great length
to call attention to their messages of
gross materialism and sensationalism.
They will use whatever means available
to ensnare young consumers. These
means include the educational resources
which represent the values and ethical
system in this country.

“Deprived of the concealed space in
which to nurture a full and independent
individuality... {our children) unthink-
ingly embrace the dominant cultural ges-
tures of ironic detachment and emotion-
al coolness....™ Hymowitz notes the
prevalent characteristics of today’s
youth culture. She denounces the effects
of the culture on youths, especially its
stranglehold over 8-12 year old children.
The impact is so debilitating and total,
she tells us, that the end result is a
“scorched earth policy,’s decimating
what we know as normal developmen-
tal states in social and cognitive func-
tioning.

A HIRSCHIAN APPROACH
TO THE NESHAMA

n Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsh’s
writings on education, there is one
theme that predominates through-
out his work. He refers to the wondrous
spirituality imbedded in ail Jewish
children. He charges their parents with
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the responsibility of cultivating and
developing their offsprings’ neshamos.
To this end, we need to take a close look
at what our children are exposed to in
school, from the books they are given
to read and especially to the supple-
mentary materials that are passed out
daily in class. For, Rabbi Hirsch writes,
the purity of a child’s soul is only devel-
oped through careful guidance and
nurturing.

Perhaps Rabbi Hirsch’s clarity can
help develop our own, to lead us
through the overpowering onslaught of
contemporary culture. His comments
are as piercing and relevant now as they
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were then. His framework of reference
to Torah standards is eternal and the
truths he writes about can be applied to
any generation.

Rabbi Hirsch eloquently argues
against the influence of secular culture
on the religious and educational
upbringing of Jewish children. His
writings are clear and evocative in their
description of contemporary trends and
how they destroy the spirituality inher-
ent in every Jewish child. It behooves all
of us to pay attention to his words and
absorb the truth in his messages.

ON THE BUS...

efore the schoolbus draws up in
Bthe morning, different kinds of
messages are delivered to the
schoolchildren. What do they see and
hear? Passing conversations, tidbits of
information from street and store signs,
watching what people wear and how
they act — so much of a society’s culture
is absorbed from these brief encounters.
Later, on the bus, the driver flicks his
radio on to a news station. No prob-
lem. ... Most of the children listen to the
station at home. Qutside the window,
two drivers honk at each other angrily
over a parking space. One gets out and
yells at the other. The children on the
bus chuckle.
Inside the bus, the newscast is typi-

sponsored by:
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cally grim, morose — violence, unend-
ing problems.... A few boys near the
front rip up little pieces of paper and
throw them at each other. The bus dri-
ver orders them to stop. The boys
innocently deny doing “anything
wrong.”

Qutside, on the street, there is a large
group of people waiting to cross. Some
dash across the street before the light
changes. The bus driver yells and
swerves the bus to avoid hitting them.

One bookbag falls over and all the
papers and books spill out. Upset, the
owner of the bookbag, a twelve year old
girl we spoke of earlier, bends down and
tries to retrieve everything... crumpled
papers, books, pencils, and that maga-
zine with the fascinating cover. The bus
stops suddenly and she stuffs everything
back in the bookbag.

... AND LATER, AT HOME

ater, at home, the mother of the
Lgirl, my friend in a distant city,
helps her sort out all the contents
in the bookbag. The magazine falls to
the floor. The picks it up. She studies the
cover. “Where did you get this?” she asks.
“From my English teacher,” her daugh-
ter replies.
My friend sits down on the couch.
She opens the magazine and slowly
begins reading. One piece catches her
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attention. It is in the back of the mag-
azine. Titled, “How to Create an
Unmistakable Voice,” it explores the
author’s craft and the importance of
writing about what you know.

The article profiles S.E. Hinton, the
author of the book The Outsiders. The
book, my friend learns from this arti-
cle, is an account of a fourteen year old
boy and his violent lifestyle. He is an
orphan, living in an adultless world
with two older brothers. “The article,”
my friend later told me, “is so sense-
less and cruel!” She read to me:
“Through Ponyboy’s eyes.... [the
author] shows us rumblings, a fatal

fire, and the pointless deaths of three
young people....”7 She paused. “This
magazine has been in my daughter’s
book-bag over two weeks!”

Rabbi Hirsch cries out in his writing,
“You should keep your children’s edu-
cation from degenerating into.a repre-
hensible game, a paltry illusion...”

What is this game, this illusion?s

Rabbi Hirsch records in his essays
on Jewish education the contemporary
issues tearing apart the framework of
the late 19" century Torah world.
Examples include the influence of the
Reform movement, the materialistic
values of society the Jews had incul-
cated, and finaily, the relationship
between the Jews and their non-Jew-
ish contemporaries. He also describes
the movement away from the shtetl and
into the world at large.

THE GHEYTO VS, THE MARKETPLACE

talks about the early history of the

ghetto, and restrictions and lack of
opportunity to mingle with the non-
Jewish world. He beautifully depicts the
life of the shtet! Jew of past centuries,
whose entire physical environment was
confined to a tiny, restricted neighbor-
hood: “...there was within the souls of
Jewish men and women a horizon far
broader than the small strips of sky visi-
ble from the alleys in which the Jews were
confined, In their hearts there shone a light
of truth and clarity, a sun of peace and
serenity that not even the oppressive dark-

In eloguent language, Rabbi Hirsch

ness of their dwellings and the even dark-
er realities outside could obscure.™

The result, he explains, is: “.... In the
ghetto, it was possible to fransmit the Jew-
ish heritage by the mere power of personal
upbringing. But in the marketplace of the
modern world, Judaism can be preserved
only by the power of the mind.. .10

What is this “marketplace”! Rabbi
Hirsch observes in the late 19 centu-
ry? Unsurprisingly, it is the same set of
adversarial conditions that challenge all
of us today. These include a majority
society favoring free-for-all lifestyles,

It feels better just to talk about it. That's
why we're here, Our staff is made up of
caring and sensitive individuals. Together,
we can help you explore your options. We
can refer you to recognized professionals
for counseling, legal advice or help in
finding a safe environment, We can also
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Rabbis. But in order for us to reach out to
you, you must first reach out to us,

Confidential Hotline

Do it for yourself.
Do it for your children.

ummorality and materialism.

When we choose to mine the depths
of this material world, searching for
those elements which will provide opti-
mum comfort, what do we generally
find? Our labors result in a barren
lifestyle, one that lacks vitality and pur-
pose. Our children slide from one
desire to another.

Is this the sum total of our existence?
Rabbi Hirsch demands. He describes
children running about jubilantly. “We
have no religion today. Teacher has a
headache!”i2 They shout happily to one
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another when their afternoon religious
studies teacher cancels. “We have no reli-
gion today,” Rabbi Hirsch repeats and
then adds, “These words still echo sadly
in my heart....”

“The word of Hashem is a rich wheat
field, intended to nourish both heart and
mind. ... But when children are educat-
ed to only service the wants and needs of
the greater society, at the expense of Torah
studies... we may stimulate (our chil-
dren)... excite them, perhaps even intox-
icate them for a few moments, but in the
final analysis will only leave themn weak-
er and even mare tired than before.. .1

A child cannot separate the contents
of what she reads from reality. Indeed,
what she absorbs from reading becomes
part of her understanding of reality. To
a large extent, her knowledge of the

world rests upon what she acquires from |

her reading material. The more the
material reflects the society at large, the
more comfortable the reader becomes
with the identifying attributes of that
society.

This is a deep, subconscious process
and one that influences how she relates
to the world around her, including her
knowledge of Torah Judaism. From the
article, listen to S, E. Hinton's language
in describing her character Ponyboy’s
encounter with a group of thugs and
imagine how a young reader will relate
these words to her own experiences
while waiting for the schoolbus in the
morning and traveling to school on that
bus: “Flipped, backing up, pinned, fought,
slugged — Ponybay uses forceful verbs to
describe the violence of his daily life...
{his] voice consists of not only of what he
says and how he says it: It’s also his way
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of thinking about his world. Hinton shows
that Ponyboy doesi’t question the aimless,
sometimes violent life of his gang™ 4

The vision of violence which is
accepted in this magazine filters through
all its contents. There is not one article
that can be considered parve. All mate-
rial is laden with references and exam-
ples culled from the teen-age culture of
violence, sensationalism and gross
materialism.

ENGAGING THE READER'S
ATTENTION.., AND WALLET

riters and editors skillfully
Wemploy devices to engage and
captivate the reader’s atten-

tion. Their aim is to sell their products
to young, unsuspecting children.
Hymowitz quotes Carol Herman, a
senior vice president of Grey Advertis-
ing: “You've got to reach the kids through-
out the day - in school, as they’re shop-
ping at the mall... yow've got to become
part of the fabric of their lives1s

This is a drive to turn children into
savvy consumers who are well educat-
ed in product lines and anxious to pro-
cure the items. Imbedded in stories and
articles are dollar signs. When the last
word is read and the magazine is tucked
out of sight in the bookbag, the craving
for the fruits of these writers’ crafts, all
available for a price, remain in the read-
er’s mind. They are planted and take
hold permanently in the rich, fertile bed
of thoughts a child cultivates.

“Out of the mouths of children and
sucklings have you fashioned an invinci-
ble power....16

Rabbi Hirsch comments on this
pasuk from David Hamelech: “G-d
wishes to have His throne among men
built from the thoughts, emotions and
words of our children...” Rabbi Hirsch
lashes against a “fairy-tale world” of fab-
rication and witchcraft which confus-
es a child and prevents her from “com-
prehending the frue connection
between things....”t7 He argues against
exposing children to secular philoso-
phies which only serve to “subject...
[a]... child’s mind to metaphysical
torture.”18
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He strongly condemns standards of
morality based on selfishness and self-
interest, His commentary is sharp and
heartrending, focusing on youths raised
insucha materialistically rich and spir-
itually impoverished atmosphere. The
resuls are youngsters who demonstrate
anger and “selfish vindictiveness,”19
destroying others for personal gain,

The question Rabbi Hirsch asks has
significant overtones for all of us:
“What will become of our children if
painstaking attention is given to every
conceivable need of theirs, but the devel-
opment of their normal character is left
to changing personal inclinations and out-
side influences.., 20 He charges us with
the responsibility “to see to it that the
welodies of the lyre of Judaism, the visions
of the Jewish spirit that have inspired Jew-
ish hearts and the words that have been
uttered by Jewish lips should find an echo
also in the souls of our children. Above all,
our children should be trained to apply
the Divine truths of Judaism as a test and
a standard by which to evaluate all the
creations, views, principles and axioms
developed by non-Jewish minds, so that
they should not be dazzled and lod
astray by these creations,. . ™!

ducational resources function as a
vital channel of communication
between society and our children.

We must all recognize the influences of ‘

contemporary sources. The principals and
menahalim have the primary responsi-
bility to check ali curriculum materials
generated by their staff, especially the Eng-
lish teachers, in their schools. At the same
time, parents must be scrupufous in their
examination of the classwork that comes
home with their children. For the decep-
tion in advertising campaign has infil-
trated into our world, and unless we all
work together, our children will contin-
ue to be victimized in the name of sound
educational practices.

The marketplace of the mind — isn't
this a fitting description of the impact of
this culture on our children? Hawkers
move their wares through words and pic-
tures into the hearts and souls of our chil-
dren. Be aware and vigilant, Rabbi Hirsch
warns us. For, as he often writes, we are
entrusted in raising our children “to be
building blocks for the kingdom of G-d
on earth”22 Yet, if we fail in our respon-
sibility to protect our children from sec-
ular influences, then they will fall preyto
the world’s wiles and schemes. The result
is the loss of our children, for “anything
truly good and noble, anything truly con-
ducive to human happiness and salvation,
that comes to pass on earth is not a result
of that morality based on expediency. ..
anything truly good springs only from the
attitudes that have been stirred in the
hearts of men by the strains of Davids's
harp, echoing through the ages’? W
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electing illustra-
Stions for the
cover for The

Jewish Qbserver is usu-
ally done by the creative
staff of The Goldmark
Group, Inc., who have
been involved in the
design and layout of the
magazine since October,
1978. In preparing the pre-
vious issue, with the focus
of the lead article on Chur-
ban Europe, they were faced
with a serious concern. What image will
best depict the concept of Churban
Europe without awakening the pain for
those who personally suffered the expe-
rience. After careful consideration, it was
deemed preferable to allude to the suf-
fering and losses of the War indirectly,
rather than feature a graphic depiction
of the wholesale deaths that took place.
So, in keeping with a muted approach,
yet one that would make the post-war
generation take notice, a scene of a
barbed wire fence was selected.

Notwithstanding all their intentions,
the day after the June issue reached the
Boro Park subscribers, Laibish R., a sur-
vivor who spent one of his teen years in
Kaufring labor camp near Dachau,
approached me, his customary smile
nowhere evident:

“You have no idea what the cover of
your magazine did to me,” he said, and
continued with the following:

he two wire fences running par-
I allel to each other, past the
guard tower, brought back a
memory I'll never ever forget. Kaufring
was situated next to a women’s labor
camp, where the inmates were involved
in food preparation. They never suf-
fered the terrible hunger we had to
endare. In fact, they often had extra
pieces of bread left over at the end of
the day. Very often one or another of
the women would pass the area at night
— usually around 8 p.m. - and hurl a
chunk of bread over the two high fences
that separated us.
One bitter cold winter evening, I felt
exceptionally hungry, so at about eight

o’clock, 1

told Lazer, my bunk mate, that I was
going to slip out for a rendezvous with
sustenance, and would share some of
the bread with him.

Sure enough, one of the women was
passing there, wrapped up against the
chill of the black night. She flung a
package over the two fences, and
disappeared. No sooner did I bend
down to retrieve the bread, when a
spotlight hit me from the watchtower.
In a flash, a guard was upon me, held
me by both arms behind my back, and
shoved me to the commandant’s office.

The officer looked at me with pierc-
ing eyes: “You broke two rules, you
know. You're out after curfew, and you
stole bread from the commissary.”

What could I say in defense? Noth-
ing.

“You're going to be sorry. In fact,
you'll be so sorry, you'll never break a
rule again.”

“Remove your shoes,” he barked, “and
take those socks off your feet.”

The “shoes” were only open sandals,
and the socks were just shmattes, to keep
my feet warm and dry.

“And now,” he told the guard, “open
the gate between the fences, and let’s see
how he’ll enjoy a night-time shparzir in
the fresh air, until — uh — midnight.”

He led me outside, into the bitter
night, opened the gate, and pushed me
onto the ice-coated path that ran the
length between the tall barbed-wire
fences. The icy stones felt like knives. 1
didn’t dare stand still, and found that the
only way to avoid frost bite was to dance.
So I danced and danced and danced.
Short of breath, 1 began panting, but did
not dare stand still.

How long was I there — an hour? It

ootnotes ®

over
Scene

seermed like four. Finally, my bunkmate
appeared.

“What happened to you? It's 9:30,
already!”

When [ told him, he said, “You'll
never last another 2-3 hours. 'm going
to the commandant.”

I wanted to warn him not to risk it,
but the words froze in my throat.

Lazer presented himself to the com-
mandant, and asked, “Why is R. sen-
tenced to die?”

“He’s being punished to make sure
he doesn’t break the rules again. He
broke two of them.”

“And for that he must die such a tor-
turous death?”

“No. He'll live. We just want to make
sure that he doesm’t break the rules
again. And that no one else follows in
his footsteps.”

“You have no reason to worry. He'll
spread the word that it was a terrible
lapse in judgment. But five more min-
utes, and he’s dead!”

The commandant listened to Lazer’s
pleas — something unprecedented in our
experience.

% X A

And now, I see your magazine’s
cover. The two rows of barbed-wire. The
guard tower. The path between the
fences. The icy memories flood my
mind, and my feet start dancing again.
Not a dance of joy. A dance of pain.

* kA
he bottom line: In the context of
churban Europe — a tragedy of
monumental proportions, involv-

ing infinite pain — there is no such thing
as a parve, innocuous symbol.  NW
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THE EXPANDING DEMAND

he demand for kosher-certified

food and ingredients is increas-

ing at an astonishing rate. Among
many examples, some of the most
select wines from the aristocracy of
French wineries (not known for their
philosemitism) now have supervised
productions. Surprisingly, this phe-
nomenot is due mostly to the non-Jew-
ish segment of the population, which
views kosher certification as a guaran-
tee of wholesomeness, naturalness and
quality. Strict vegetarians, Moslems,
Hindus, and people with allergies to
dairy foods, look for the kosher-parve
designation as their best assurance that
a food contains no animal-derived
ingredients, including milk and all of its
derivatives,

Suddenly, the kosher and the food
industries have had to undergo a mutu-
al educational process, as manufactur-
ers realized that a kosher symbol is an
important weapon in the battle for pre-
cious space on supermarket shelves.
They saw, therefore, that it was in their
best interest to cooperate with kashrus
requirements. Indeed, many comparnies
assign the cost of their kashrus program

Dr. Judith Leff was educated in France and
received her Ph.D. in Biclogy from the Sorbonne
(Paris). In 1986, she became the scientific con-
sultant for several kashrus organizations such as
the OU, the Chaf K, and the Eidah Hachareidis
among others. Her expertise is in kashrus ques-
tions regarding Microbiology, Biotechnology, and
Flavor Chemistry.

to their advertising budget.

To their great surprise, kashrus-cer-
tifying organizations are finding them-
selves in a seller’s market. The more rep-
utable agencies use their newfound
clout to raise their kashrus standards and
upgrade their level of supervision. For
example, kashrus organizations had not
been looking too closely into the prob-
lem posed by the transportation of bulk
commodities such as oil, fats, and glyc-
erin. These items are transported from
overseas by boat, then stored in hold-
ing tanks at the destination port, and
finally delivered in tanker trucks. This
situation is fraught with kashrus prob-
lems because of probable contamination
with previous non-kosher loads. In the
best of cases, the organizations required
that the three last loads of a tanker con-
sist of intrinsically kosher materials.
When kashrus organizations felt sure
enough of their power, they demanded
that their companies use only kosher-
supervised transport containers with
strict monitoring of the boats and ded-
icated holding tanks. The companies
found that they had no choice but to
accept this new additional kashrus
requirement. This means that, before
taking a kosher Joad, a tanker truck has
to be thoroughly washed under the
supervision of a Mashgiach who deliv-
ers a kashrus certificate. One organiza-
tion went a step further, after discover-
ing that one of the steps in the
manufacturing process of the metal used
for making barrels involves a non-kosher

mgredient. Their companies were asked
to switch to a more expensive kosher
alternative. In this case, however, the
other agencies did not agree with that
organization’s halachic analysis, and did
not follow through,

Nowadays, a reputation for strict
standards has become a matter of com-
petition between the major kashrus
organizations. In addition, companies
with strict quality control programs
require that the kashrus standards of
their certifying agency be also at the
highest level so as to be accepted by every
kashrus agency.

THE NEW FOOD TECHNOLOGY

ifteen years ago, if food manufac-

turers had been told of the present

state of ingredient and food pro-
duction, they would have dismissed it
as pure science fiction. In fact, food tech-
nology has developed at an unprece-
dented rate since the early ‘80s., This
development was facilitated by impor-
tant advances made in the basic sciences:
chemistry, microbiology, biotechnolo-
gy and genetic engineering,

The drive towards innovation in
ingredient technology has been fueled
in great part by consumers’ demand for
healthy food: low fat: no trans fat; no sat-
urated fat; natural; organic; and forti-
fied with the latest nutraceuticals. Last,
but not least, there should be no dif-
ference, in taste and in cost between the
healthy food and its “unredeemed”
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counterpart. Further, these develop-
ments at the ingredient level have also
corresponding changes in the produc-
tion processes.

These technical developments in the
food industry present totally new chal-
lenges to kashrus organizations. Previ-
ously, they were dealing with macro-
kashrus; that is, they were checking for
easily recognizable infractions, such as
treife meat or fat, non-kosher wine or
cheese, or the presence of dairy prod-
ucts in parve plants. Now, kashrus has
to concerr: itself with entities at the
microscopic or molecular level. In addi-
tion, kashrus agencies now must keep
abreast of the latest developments in
production processes. Innovations, both
at the ingredient and at the production
level, are constant sources of new
halachic questions.

The main responsibility of kashrus
organizations is to verify that the
products they certify do not contain
non-approved ingredients. Nowadays,
in many cases, only an analytical lab-
oratory can check on possible infrac-
tions. For example, if it is suspected
that a “parve” croissant contains but-
ter, the only recourse {apart from find-
ing the discarded butter containers) is
for a laboratory to check for the pres-
ence of butyric acid (a readily identi-
fiable component of butter). Unfor-
tunately, analytical research does not

Individualized aftention + Hat cleaning &

Renovating + Follow-up care long after sale

{vet) have kashrus concerns in mind.
No methods are presently available for
detecting important ingredients which
are chemically identical, but may orig-
inate from either kosher or non-
kosher raw materials. A common
example is glycerin, which may origi-
nate from animal fat, from vegetable
fat or from petrochemicals; alcohol
(ethanol) is another example, it may
result from chemical synthesis, from
grape fermentation, or from the fer-
mentation of various other sources of
carbohydrate.

To complicate matters further,
kashrus agencies have to keep their eyes
on the world political economy. An
upward swing in the price of oil may
well cause a market switch from petro-
chemical raw materials to organic,
non-kosher ones.

THE “NATURAL” CONSIDERATION

he previous era of kashrus was
Tthat of “what could be wrong?”

In the present era, it is best not
to even ask the question. Let us take an
example from the flavor industry. Fla-
vors are, surprisingly, one of the most
ubiquitous ingredients in food pro-
duction. If one reads the ingredient
panel on any product, flavors will be list-
ed most of the time, These even include
butter flavor in the butter; cheese flavor

BORSALINO HATS!

Expert fitting + Courteous service

We Also Carry
Brand Name
Shirts & Ties, for
Big & Tall as well,

at Discount Prices

in the cheese; yeast flavor in the bread;
oak-barrel-aged flavor for the sherry;
and toothpaste flavor in the toothpaste.
Furthermore, any particular flavor may
contain more than 200 ingredients,
many with serious kashrus problems.
Unfortunately, flavors present some of
the most difficult problems for kashrus
supervision. What makes things worse

is that a non-kosher flavor that finds its

way into a kosher product (in very small
amounts) cannot usually be considered
as bateil beshishim (rendered void by
virtue of its tiny amount). Because it is
a flavor, its presence is recognizable or
necessary despite its low concentration
in the final product.

Previously, flavor ingredients used to
originate from simple plant materials
and mainly from chemical reactions
involving petrochemical raw materials.
Colors were also products of the petro-
chemical industry. Nowadays, due to the
natural foods movement, all this has
changed. Manufacturing products with
a clean label (only natural compo-
nents) has become an important goal for
the food industry. Food chemists and
microbiologists give their best efforts to
duplicate artificial chemicals using only
natural components.

The switch to natural is being accom-
plished on different fronts. First, many
ingredients are produced by biochem-
ical reactions which must, by law,
include only natural starting raw mate-
rials. Unfortunately for kashrus, such raw
materials include biood, animal fats,
aged cheeses, gelatin, and meat. Also,
many natural chemicals are produced
through heat reactions between sugars
and protein derivatives. Both the source
of the protein and the equipment in
which the reaction takes place require
careful scrutiny. Likewise, even the
color of flavors and food products
must now be natural. Unfortunately, the
food industry’s natural substitutes for
synthetic red and blue-red are carmine
(a tropical beetle extract), and grape-
skin extract. Much research, however, is
done to find kosher substitutes.

Furthermore, nowadays, most nat-
ural ingredients are produced by means
of biotechnology. This fast-growing
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area comprises fermentation chemicals
— including enzymes - and increasing-
ly involves genetic engineering. In the
fermentation process, selected bacteria,
fungi, or yeast are manipulated to pro-
duce a desired enzyme or natural chem-
icals, from simple raw materials such as
corn syrup and added nutrients.
Kashrus problems arise from the nature
of the ingredients necessary for the
microorganism’s growth.

The kashrus world was taken by sur-
prisc when biotechnology products
first appeared, a little over a decade ago.
Some wvery basic halachic questions
had to be raised. There were those who
thought that microorganisms should be
viewed as miniature milk-giving cows.
In that conceptualization, the nature of
the “cow’s” food is not a concern for
kashrus, By contrast, others ruled that
allowing a company to grow microor-
ganisms in two quarts of liquid con-
taining non-kosher ingredients {to be
added later to 200,000 gallons of kosher
material) constitutes  bitul  issur
lechatchillo {a prior annulment), and as
such, is not acceptable: the latter view
s the one usually followed by kashrus
organizations.

“THE WORLD IS QUR BEAT”
ot so long ago, kosher super-

vision was a relatively local
endeavor, Nowadays, due to

the globalization of world business,
manufacturers often buy ingredients
from Europe, China, Japan, and India,
even if they have a supplier right on
their doorstep. As a consequence, in
order to certify a product in the Unit-
ed States, an organization often has to
send a Mashgiach to the other end of
the world to verify an ingredient’s
kashrus status. Not surprisingly, with
kashrus supervision being a lucrative
business (at last count, there were more
than 300 kosher symbols), marny
important ingredients from overseas
are certified by local newcomers to
kashrus supervision.

In addition, even the best-motivat-
ed rabbanim often lack the necessary
technical knowledge to evaluate the
kashrus of complicated ngredients.
This problem becomes worse when pro-
duction takes place in distant foreign
countries where surprise visits are not
feasible, and the names of ingredients
are written in a difficult foreign lan-
guage. A further task of reputable orga-
nizations is to differentiate between reli-
able rabbanim and opportunistic
“rabbis,” and to disregard, as far as pos-
sible, any political fall-out.

Finally, would-be kashrus organiza-
tions (and consumers) should be aware
that because of the globalization of the
food industry and the interdependen-
<y of kashrus organizations, a self-con-
tained kashrus supervision is no longer

feasible. Thus, food under one organi-
zation’s  supervision will perforce
include ingredients under different
supervisions. As a result, a product cer-
tified by one organization (even a
“heimishe” one) usually includes ingre-
dients certified by several agencies
whose standards may well vary. Fur.
thermore, an organization A may want
to prevent a new company from using
an ingredient which they consider
questionable. That company may look
for a kashrus organization B which per-
mits the ingredient in question, More
often than not, organization A ends up
accepting products supervised by B
which contains that (in their opinion)
questionable ingredient. Many of the
differences of opinion between orga-
frizations is due to a lack of agreement
as to which basic ingredients require
rabbinical supervision. A good many of
those problems would disappear if
only representatives of kashrus orga-
nizations, including their poskim, would
meet on a regular basis and come to an
agreement, ingredient by ingredient.
There have been efforts to unify the
standards of several organizations, but
so far, without success,

Supervising ever-increasing num-
bers of companies all over the world
would not have been possible without
intensive and extensive computeriza-
tion. The major organizations have
now at their fingertips the complete
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list, constantly updated, of each com-
pany’s inventory of purchased mate-
rials with their suppliers and their
kosher supervision. This is a far cry
from a decade ago, when companies
adamantly refused to divulge the iden-
tity of their suppliers. Similarly, the
output of each company, however
large, is accessible at the touch of a but-
ton. Should a kashrus problem occur
with an ingredient, in a matter of sec-
onds, an organization can have a list
of all the products that include this
ingredient. This, in turn, enables the
organization to alert both manufac-
turers and consumers,

MEETING THE GROWING CHALLENGE

s we enter the 21* century, we
Aare continuing to witness this

unprecedented historical event:
the spread of kashrus throughout the
civilized world. For the most part,
kashrus organizations are trying to
meet the unexpected challenges of a
movement that shows no sign of
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abating. They have realized, for exam-
ple, that in this new era, the “sink or
swim” method of training Mashgichim
does not work. In response, some
organizations have started a formal
training program for Mashgichim,
which includes some basic scientific
knowledge and an introduction to the
complexities of the halachic aspects of
modern industrial kashrus.

There are, however, areas that still
require serious improvement, such as
insufficient cooperation between
kashrus organizations and discrepan-
cy of standards among various super-
visions. Some of these problems are
alleviated somewhat by frequent
migrations of key personnel from
agency to agency. This contributes, to
some extent, to disseminate knowledge
and experience. For example, the
important concept of grouping ingre-
dients according to their require-
ments for supervision, originated at
the Chof-K. A key person took the idea
to the OU, and from there, other rab-
banim brought the system to more
organizations. Finally, one more rabbi
brought an improved version back to
the Chof-K.

Another problem is the lack of on-
going formal scientific input. A formal
scientific education ~ or the equiva-
lent thereof — coupled with experience
in the field is necessary in order to

have a meaningful dialogue with tech-
nical personnel and earn their respect.
Moreover, in order to properly for-
mulate halachic questions, an under-
standing of the scientific underpin-
nings of ingredient production is
crucial. It would be highly desirable for
kashrus organizations to sponsor a
rabbinical student in obtaining a
degree in Food Technology.

In addition, a kashrus-oriented
analytical laboratory is greatly need-
ed to detect substitutions of kosher to
non-kosher in chemically identical
ingredients. Regular laboratories have
no interest in such questions. A pos-
sible solution would be for all kashrus
organizations to choose one laboratory
to which they would send all their
samples requiring analysis. The agen-
cies should also sponsor research in
analytical problems specific to
kashrus.

It is clear that impressive advances
have been made in the field of kashrus
supervision during the past decade,
Looking back, we see that the main
agencies have adapted remarkably
well to the many challenges to kashrus
posed by modern food technology.
Technology of ingredient and food
production, however, evolves con-
stantly. Let us hope that the kashrus
organizations will continue to meet all
the challenges ahead. |

Jonah’s Fashion Inc.
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An Extraordinary Focys

uddenty, the words are on every- -

one’s lips. Kiddush Hashemn. Shab-

bos. Torah. Kashruth. Mezuzah,
Gentiles and non-observant Jews alike
have gotten to know and savor these
ancient hallowed words. There are
other words as well. Honesty. Integrity.
Moral. Ethical. And thank G-d, all these
words have been linked to the word Jew,
For these happy associations we must
thank Senator Joseph Lieberman,

No matter what else transpires, it is
clear that something of significance has
taken place. Perhaps E.L. Daoctorow, one
of the most prominent American nov-
elists, is accurate in stating that this is
“one of the seminal moments in Amer-
ican political history” (Newsweek,
August 21). Certainly Steven Bayme of
the American Jewish Committee Is cor-
rect in his assessment that “this is a
remarkable event in Jewish history”
(New York, August 21). But, in the mil-
lennia-old question, “Is it good for the
Jews?”

For the Torah Jew, one thing is cer-
tain about Vice-President and Democ-

Rabbi Feitm;mis—amﬁt;a;uth;;;id lecturer. He
is the Rav of Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tevi of
Cedarhurst, NY,
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ratic Party presidential nominee Al
Gore’s choice of Senator joseph Lieber-
man, a proudly observant Jew, as his
Vice-Presidential running mate. It is the
will of Hashem. Even more than events
involving private individuals, G-d inter-
venes directly in the lives of those who
have the greatest effect upon the mul-
titudes, Shlomo Hamelech teaches, “The
heart of a king is in the hand of
Hashem (Mishlei 21,1), The Ralbag
explains that G-d guides the decisions
of rulers more closely than others
because of the great repercussions of
their actions. As Rabbi Shimon Schwab
7°%t put it at the American Bicentenni-
al, “Our Chazal have taught us to view
the secular governiments which rule over
us in the lands of the diaspora as divine-
ly appointed and not as mere historical
accidents” ( Selected Writings 1, 156).
The Chasam Sofer (Derashos 3, 37 and
Responsa, Vol. 6, No. 86) applies this
concept fo our degree of reverence for
secular rulers. Kohelles ( 8,1) teaches us,
“1 counsel you, obey the king’s com-
mand, and that in the manner of an oath
of G-d” The blessing upon gentile
rulers, the Chasam Sofer reminds us, is
“that He has given of His honor to a
mortal.” It is not simply “honor” that we
ascribe to a monarch, but “His honor”

The king is chosen by G-d and therefore
the respect owed him is akin to that due
the Creator Himself, Therefore, even in
the privacy of our homes — whete there
may be no penalty for disrespect — we
are obligated to give proper regard to
those empowered by the Creator.

“The Anchor of His Life”

o for the Jew, the process by

which rulers are chosen is

divinely ordained. Just as the
Land of Israel is more closely under
the watchful eye of Providence, so are
the leaders of each country the
personal instruments of G-d. If, in
fact, G-d chooses to place a
conspicuous representative of our
people in a position of immense
power and influence, it is surely a
milestone which requires reflection
and serious deliberation.

To be sure, there are those who have
been claiming that nothing extraordi-
nary has happened. After all, in the
1930, Leon Blum was in office as the
Prime Minister of France, and in the
19t century, Benjamin Disraeli was
elected as Prime Minister of Great
Britain. More recently and closer to
home, Henry Kissinger wielded enor-
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mous power when he was both Secre-
tary of State and National Security Advi-
sor in the United States.

But most people — Jews and gentiles
alike — feel instinctively that something
here is extraordinary. Unlike most of the
Jewish political leaders of the past, Joe
Lieberman is not an assimilated, let
alone a baptized, Jew. He is a practicing
Jew whose Judaism is, in his own
words, “the anchor of his life” It is this
distinction that has changed the land-
scape in recent weeks and created
almost unprecedented opportunities
for Jews to connect or reconnect with
their faith. Writing in the Chicago Tri-
bune on August 9, Ron Grossman tells
of “violating Orthodox Tudaism’s Sab-
bath regulations” shortly after his Bar
Mitzva. He recounts the familiar entice-
ments of sports and being the same as
everyone else, but he also felt an endur-
ing “sense of loss” for the missing spir-
ituality. The selection of Senator Lieber-
man hit him “with gale-wind force” and
he hasm’t been the same since. He now
waxes cloquent about the “39 categories
of prohibited activities” and declares that
“Six days we own. The seventh belongs
to G-d” One can only attribute this dra-
matic reversal to the Senator’s own pas-
sionate adherence to the spirit and laws
of Shabbos.

Even if nothing more were accom-
plished, it now seemns unthinkable fora
noted intellectual such as Professor Nor-
man F. Cantor to write contemptaous-
ly once again of Orthodoxy’s “compul-
sive rigidities, the immobile Sabbath, the
arbitrary dietary schemes, the jejune
liturgy” ( The Sacred Chain, page 415).
Such invective was hopefully dealt a fatal
blow by the Senator and Vice-Presi-
dential candidate who speaks so glow-
ingly of the positive power of that
“immobile” Shabbos in his otherwise
thoroughly modern life.

Frequent References to Basic Belief
ne of the most noted aspects of
Senator Lieberman’s public
presentations is his frequent use

of the word “G-d,” famously some thir-
teen times in the first 90 seconds of his

acceptance speech. In fact, many
Republicans were annoyed that while
Lieberman was praised for his clear
expressions of faith, they had been crit-
icized for similar “fundamentalist” ten-
dencies. In point of fact, the Senator’s
references are very much in line with
Torah teaching.

In Megillus Rus, we find that Boaz
greeted his harvesters with the expres-
sion “G-d be with you” (2,4). Our sages
tell us that it was Boaz's innovation “that
we should greet one another with the
name of G-d” (Rus Rabba 4,7). The Mal-
bim explains that Boaz, the leader of his
generation, recognized that the times
were anarchic and lawless ~ “When every
man did as he pleased” (Shoftim 21, 25)
- requiring religious responses to restore
respect for the rule of law.

Boaz and his Court decided that
they must somehow increase the
awareness and consciousness of the
presence of G-d in everyday life, They
felt that just mentioning G-d as often
as possible would heighten spirituali-
ty and begin to restore the rule of law.
According to some sources, that is why
Jews have been greeting each other ever
since with the word “Shalom” — which
means peace, but is also a reference (o
G-d. Joe Lieberman’s allusions are
natural and appropriate, reflecting this
ancient injunction. Undoubtedly, the
Senator cannot continue such refer-
ences at the same rate without making
some nervous about church-state
issues. But it is inherently good to know
that there are those in high office who
remember that there is a G-d Who is
watching over us.

The one fact which should make us
most proud to hail Senator Lieberman’s
selection is the vocabulary almost uni-
versally used about him. From all
across the political and ideological
spectrum, his nomination was greeted
with terms like moral rectitude, con-
science of the Senate, and man of integri-
ty — precisely the qualities that made
him such an attractive addition to the
Democratic ticket, That these qualities
were understood to be inextricably
linked with Senator Lieberman’s reli-
gious faith must be a source of great

nachas to us all, and great glory to
Hashem.

Cautionary Notes

et, even given an enthusiastic
Y embrace of the Lieberman phe-
nomenon we need to remember
that this situation is fraught with tests
for Mr. Lieberman and potential per-
ils for Klal Yisroel. The people of Israel
have a keen almost prophetic sense of
what is good for them { Pesachim 66a).
The Jewish tendency to be inconspicu-
ous and maintain a low profile is not
merely a “Galus mentality,” as is so often
charged. It is built into the essence of the
nation. Rabbi Nosson Wachtfogel 77,
the late Mashgiach of Bais Medrash
Gavoha in Lakewood, would often
repeat the Midrash (Tanchuma Bereishis
148,42) upon the verse in FEicha (2,15),
“Could this be the city that was called
perfect in beauty, joy of all the earth?”
The Midrash comments, “Since
Jerusalem became famous and everyone
commented on her beauty, this led to
her destruction.” The Mashgiach would
elaborate upon the protective power of
tzenius, a sense of national seclusion and
privacy (Lekket Reshimos, Inyanei Beis
Hamikdash, p. 35}.

Some have expressed concern about
Senator Lieberman’s liberal voting
record on several issues of contempo-
rary social concern. Others have noted
that particularly as Vice President Mr.
Lieberman may receive rabbinic guid-
ance and hetterim that would compro-
mise others in seemingly identical
positions. To them we say, Joseph
Licberman has often stated that he is
neither a rabbi nor are his personal res-
olutions of quandaries case law for all
Jews. There are times we wiil disagree
with him on public policy, and there
may be others when his personal reli-
gious practices do not exactly reflect our
own. Nonetheless, the inspiration to be
drawn from Joseph Lieberman is from
one who respects the halachic process,
who has made sacrifices to adhere to the
laws of the Torah, and who is proud to
be an observant Torah Jew. No more can
or should be derived.
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An Additional Concern

here is one final concern that

must be mentioned, for it pene-

trates 5o deep into the essence of
Jewish history. One of the first published
comments upon Mr. Lieberman’s selec-
tion actually sent shudders of recogni-
tion down my spine. “It’s just amazing,”
said the director of the Reform move-
ment’s commission on social action. “On
some deep level, it tells all Jews we're full
citizens of this country. What a pro-
found message. What an occasion for
celebration” (New York Magazine,
August, 21 p. 28). Laurie Goodstein,
writing in The New York Times on
August 13, declared conclusively that
“Jews are no longer considered ‘the
other” in America.”

Those who have studied Reb Meir
Stmcha Hakohen of Dvinsk’s famous
essay presaging the Holocaust
undoubtedly heard the same ominous
echoes I did. He took note in Meshech
Chochma (Parshas Bechukosei) of Klal
Yisroel's slow slide from complacency
into national amnesia: “The Jew in
general will forget his roots and con-
sider himself a flourishing citizen. He
will abandon the study of his religion

and will think that Berlin is
Jerusalem.”

On the one hand, the words should
make us tremble with the recognition
of the palpable danger. And on the other,
we can simultaneously utter praise to
Hashem for the most benevolent of
ironies. For is it not evident that the
same person who activates warning
sirens in our souls about becoming too
contented in our exile is also the one
who has aroused powerful yearnings on
the part of many of our brethren to taste
the same spiritual pleasures that are inte-
gral to his very essence? The news of his
selection can therefore only be termed
dangerously wonderful.

In Search of a Guiding Perspective

inally perhaps the resolution to
our search for perspective on this
unique challenge and its ideal res-
olution — one that speaks to most of us

as well -- may be found in a letter by my |
Rebbe, Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner 5"vr. He |
was writing to a young man who had
embarked upon a “secular career” and
the former Kolle! man became con-
cerned that he was now living “a dou-
ble life” The Rosh Yeshiva told him that
he was making a terrible mistake.
Having a career when one is a fully
committed Torah Jew means that one
is living a “broad life not a double life”
Rabbi Hutner elaborated upon his
distinction:
If someone lives part of his life in
a home and part of his life in a rent-
ed room in a hotel, he is living a dou-
ble life. But if someone rents a home
with two rooms, he is living a broad
life. For example, he recounted, “I once
accompanied the famed Dr. Wallach of
Jerusalem when he visited a pre-sur-
gical patient and requested his moth-
er's name. When I related the incident
t0 one of the great scholars of the city,
he commented, ‘how one must envy
this Jew who has such great opportu-
nities to serve as a vehicle for the glory
of Heaven.” Rabbi Hutner concluded
with the rhetorical question, “Would

you say that the doctor who recited

Tehillim for his patient was living a

double life?”

We have been privileged to witness
a tremendous opportunity for one of
our brethren to serve as such a vehicle
for kavod Shamayim as well. We must
pray that he will be able to withstand
the tests that he will undoubtedly
undergo and that he will be able to
react appropriately to the compromis-
es that will be urged upon him. As
Rabbi Shomo Wolbe writes, “Man is
not an isolated creature. His place and
time are part of his essence. The era
into which he was born leaves its
imprint upon his life and the nuances
of his existence are incorporated into
the pattern we call history” (Alei Shur
2:52). Thus, Rabbi Wolbe teaches us
that although we are a timeless people,
each of us is connected to a particular
time and place. It is there and then, with
the particularities of that era and cul-
ture, that we are tested and can make
our mark. The Lieberman saga is now
part of our own essence. How we apply
it and what we make of it will remain
part our own legacy, as well. n
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SECcOND LOOKS

Pnuel Peri

Jewish Education
Every American Jew’s Birthright

Huge Investment, High Hopes

irthright Israel is a new, multi-
Bmiliiomdollar project that brings

Jewish college students to Israel,
all expenses paid, for ten days. Its first
3000 students arrived in January, toured
the country in 73 buses, nightly filled
tens of hotels, attended lectures on Jew-
ish identity, sang together, danced
together, felt their Jewishness as they
never would have — either apart or at
home — and then left.

Birthright's benefactors and orga-
nizers hope that on returning home
these young people will retain the spark
of a Jewish experience and remember
that they are just as strongly united on
their college campuses and in the mar-
ket places of their professions as they
were for ten days in Israel, ultimately to
resist complete assimilation and escape
the scourge of intermarriage.

“It’s a matter of taking Jewish kids
whose Jewish background is so poor, so
limited,” explained Michael Steinhardt,
whose $9 million contribution helped
fund this first trip, “and before they go
on to adulthood—and many of whom
intermarry and disappear—to give
them an opportunity, a special oppor-
tunity that maybe in the end for many
of them will be too little and too late—
1 dor’t deny that—but to give them a
Jewish opportunity that they will not
otherwise have.”

“There is no illusion here that we are
going to recreate the world in 10 days,”
Steinhardt continued, “but we don’t have
to recreate the world. If it works with

Pnuel Peri, a frequent contributor to these pages,
is a writer and translator living in Jerusalem. His
most recent essay to appear in JO was “Unsung
Victims,” (June "00).

20% of the kids, look what you're talk-
ing about, look at the numbers. [ would
consider 20% a roaring success.”

If Birthright positively effects hun-
dreds of Jewish young people, imbuing
them with enough ethnic pride to want
to limit their marriage choices to other
Jews, will it have been a roaring success?
Another philanthropist, Charles Bronf-
man, matched Steinhardt’s $9 million
contribution. The Israeli government
pledged $70 million over the next five
years. Nine other individuals and
Hadassah have each pledged millions. If
Birthright effects the lives of even thou-
sands, will these investors in Jewish eth-
nicity truly see “roaring” returns?

Michael Steinhardt believes that they
will.  “Birthright is, in my view, the
biggest, brightest new idea in the Dias-
pora on a worldwide basis in my adult
lifetime,” he opined. “I know of noth-
ing that has the potential to revitalize the
community in the way that Birthright
does.”

And perhaps he is right. Twould love
for him to be right, so dire are our cir-
cumstances, so desperately do we need
renewal and revitalization the world
over. In some ways, Birthright is an
admirable attempt.  Meticulously
orchestrated, it does offer its participants
more than song and dance. It exposes
them to intriguing Orthodox lecturers.
it does not condone public Sabbath des-
ecration. Many young people, who have
publicly shared their impressions, found
themselves genuinely moved by the jour-
ney and experienced long-stified long-
ings for their own, all-but-forgotten tra-
dition. The benefactors’ sense of
mission is real, their magnanimity
unparalleled. Flying in one of the Boe-
ing 747’s that brought several hundred

of the students, Michael Steinhardt
was overcome with emotion and wept.
When all 3000 had gathered toward the
program’s end, he stood on stage and
shouted, “Do not forsake your Jewish
heritage!”—an act of love and courage.

A Frontal Attack Against Intermarriage

espite all of this, however, I am
D trying with failing effort to

uncover the essential, lasting
worth of “revitalizing” programs like
Birthright and to foresee the ultimate
gains that will vindicate their invested
millions.

Birthright Israel is, in essence, a
frontal attack against intermarriage.
Indeed, one reporter’s coverage of the
January excursion culminated with the
news of a New Year’s Eve marriage pro-
posal.

“The trip has already produced an
unexpected dividend,” he wrote. “Last
Friday night, a medica! student surprised
his girlfriend with an engagement ring
one hour before midnight. She said yes.
At least one more link in the Jewish
chain has already been forged.”

When Jewish young people choose to
marry one another despite a dominate
social climate that condones and even
legitimizes intermarriage, their decision
is both miraculous and courageous. |
wonder, however, if it truly represents
a forged link in the Jewish chain.

Was it a surprise engagement ring on
New Year’s Eve and a giddy, thrilling
“Yes!” that has held that chain togeth-
er through miliennia until now? And
even if to compare the circumstances of
gone millennia with those of now is to
unfairly diminish the relative worth of
any link in our now terribly weakened
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chain, will the children born of today’s
small victories also miraculously choose
courageously? From what alloy would
they forge fresh links? With what tools
would they build a new chain?

I am hoping against hope that
Birthright can save, but my reservations
loom.

They also infuriate Michael Stein-
hardt.

“The part that I find most repre-
hensible,” Steinhardt told the Jerusalem
Post concerning public criticism of his
efforts, “is the Orthodox, those wor-
derful people who proudly say that they
love all Jews and yet are prepared to see
the majority of non-Orthodox fews dis-
appear, because those young people are
not available for day schools and not
available for Jewish camps.... For them
to be critical of this, I think, is outra-
geous, and sad, and narrow-minded, and
reprehensible.”

“Somehow inherent in their per-
sona,” he continued, “one gets a sense of
Jewish superiority, one gets a sense that
they know the way, and we're going to
disappear anyway, and really it doesn’t
much matter. And that's what I think

comes out in their response to
Birthright”

Insight From Boston

y criticism of Birthright is,
Mindeed, rooted in my per-
sona, much of which was

influenced by a special man during the
two years that [ lived in Boston in the
carly 90’s,

“I would like to discuss the impor-
tance of Jewish education” this man
would softly announce, and his kehilla
would listen attentively to that which he
spoke of incessantly.

“Jewish education... JEWISH edu-
cation... Jewish ED-U-CATION. .. ”

He would drive these two words into
people like stakes, and they would let
him and love him because he would first
have plunged them into his own breast
every morning and afternoon as he
taught their sons in day school, every
evening as he gave shiurim, during each
Lail Shabbos halacha or Shalos Seudos

drasha, and with each act of chessed.

His pace was furious yet measured.
His endeavors were tireless, yet he
stressed the importance of stow, incre-
mental growth. This is not to say that
he was paradoxical. On the contrary-—
he was quintessentially symbiotic. The
message that he preached and embod-
ied was that tedious, painstaking, edu-
cational growth is the very medium of
alacrity and accomplishment.

The first of his nightly Gemora shi-
urim was my introduction to the Tal-
mud. When 1 joined the shiur, he
explained to me that afterward the
group would not dishand immediately
but would split into pairs for review.

“So you'll learn for an hour and then
youll chazar for an hour” he said
encouragingly.

“What a bargain!” he then declared,
and smiled jocularly, because, of course,
the benefits of learning Torah could
hardly be likened to personal, selfish
gain.

Yet he was also quite serious, so plea-
surable to him was the prospect of gain-
ing an hour in which to clarify and solid-
ify the material. For him, the beauty of
Jewish education was its enduring sim-
plicity and irresistible vield. With
invested time and energy, one gradual-
ly acquired the essential tools to again
invest and acquire. What a bargain,
indeed.

No Quick Fix

dmittedly, I followed the news
Acoverage of Birthright Israel

with my own special sensitivi-
ties, and was pensive and reserved.
Investments of millions of tourist
doltars will not save the Jewish youth
of the Diaspora from intermarrying
any more than they would the Jewish
youth of Israel from naturally forming
lasting bonds with the fully integrat-
ed, Hebrew-speaking children of the
hundreds of thousands of gentile Rus-
stans who have made aliya in the last
decade.

There is no quick fix. Extravagance
cannot save. So cunning a virus as
intermarriage cannot be frontally dis-
patched. Hope only lies in two words
that echo from my cherished past: Jew-
ish Education. Jewish Education,
Jewish Education.

And if I stubbornly hold this opin-
1on despite the fact that the vast major-
ity of endangered Jewish youth have no
access to anything authentically Jewish,
am [, as Steinhardt decries, outrageous,
narrow-minded, reprehensible and elit-
ist, content to let generations go their
way to oblivion?

How could I be when I have been
educated to know that as Jews, our des-
tinies are shared, and that their obliv-

| lonis,in part, my own? n
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PROMOTING PRE-NUPTIAL
AGREEMENTS

To the Editor:

[ wish to commend Rabbi Lewis and
The Jewish Observer for addressing the
aguna problem (May '00). Your treat-
ment of the matter was sensitive, fair,
informative, and insightful. I particularly
appreciated your frankness in dis-
cussing the “Hetter Me’ah Rabbanim”
issue.

I 'would like to discuss two areas —one
mentioned in the article, and one
absent. Absent from the article was any
discussion of a very important compo-
nent in compounding the aguna prob-
lem — the negative role played by certain
batei din. A few years ago, Rabbi Alfred
Cohen discussed the beis din issue in
these pages (Sept. ’97), and his com-
ments are very relevant to the matter at
hand. 1 would encourage The Jewish
Observer to write an in-depth piece con-

Lty

1537 50th Street,
Brooklyn, NY 11219

(718) 854-2911

cerning beis din abuses as they relate to
our issue. While such an article would
undoubtedly ruffle many feathers, the
issue must be honestly confronted as the
first step to its solution.

Secondly, I wish to make a number
of points regarding Rabbi Lewis’s dis-
cussion of prenuptial agreements.

If Rabbi Lewis is quoting halachic
authorities who question the validity of
such agreements, it would only be fair
to note that a number of authorities
such as Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Gold-
berg (who is quoted elsewhere in the
article) and Rabbi Ovadia Yosef have
publicly approved of such agreements,
in general, and of the agreement pro-
mulgated by the Rabbinical Council of
America and the Beth Din of America,
in particular. In the opinion of these
eminent rabbis, the presence of a sig-
nificant but not overwhelming financial
incentive does not raise the specter of
compulsion, yet does serve to create

41 wish I could

The Yitti Leibel

You can! Just call

Helphne. |

some enforceability.

Even were a couple to forego any
agreements with financial incentives,
and sign nothing more than an arbi-
tration agreement granting jurisdiction
to a responsible and competent beis din,
a great deal would be accomplished.
There would then be no jockeying by
either party with regard to what is often
a major issue of contention — the
choice of beis din. Refusal by either party
to comply would then be very easy to
demonstrate, and appropriate commu-
nal pressure could be applied.

Rabbi Lewis begins his discussion of
prenuptials by stating that “It is prob-
ably too early to judge whether Pre-
Nuptial Agreements are effective in
reducing Aguna problems.” Ironically,
because of Rabbi Lewis’s reluctance to
wholeheartedly endorse them, it is
unlikely that we will ever have the
chance to evaluate their effectiveness for
the broad spectrum of Orthodoxy. In
fact, however, it has been my experience,
as well as that of other rabbis who have
been using them for a while, that
prenuptial agreements are indeed dra-
matically effective!

Even were I to grant Rabbi Lewis his

Monday Prlday ............................. 8am -12pm
Monday-Thursday ... 8pm -1lpm
Sunday..ooooeeeeeris 9am -12pm, 9pm -11pm
Extra hours Sat. night.....

speak to a

skepticism regarding their effective-
ness, I would still wonder as to what
harm could possibly come from advo-
cating the use of the prenuptial agree-
ment on a large-scale basis? At the very
least, signing an arbitration agreement
is a no-lose situation. And were it the
general practice, no negativity or stig-
ma would be attached to it.
Once again, | thank you for a most
important article.
Rapar KENNETH AUMAN, Rav
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FLATBUSH
Brookiyn, NY

frum therapist
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.{732) 363-1010
....(888) 209-8079
...(410) 578-1111
(877) 435-7611

Lakewood ..cvveeeeviacne
Cleveland.
Baltimore,
Detroi e

without giving

For addiction problems call our addiction
therapist, Wednesdays 11:30pm to 1:30am

my name.?

44 The tewish Observer, September 2000



WHEN THE BEIS DIN DOESN'T
ENFORCEITS DECISION

To the Editor:

The topic as stated on your Iyar cover
“Solving the Aguna Problem — Myth &
Reality,” by Rabbi Yehuda Leib Lewis, is
misleading to your readers. There is no
current halachic solution to the aguna
problem as the author himself concludes.

Am I to understand that the author
writes that batei dirr are admittedly use-
less and powerless and therefore inef-
fective in resolving cases where the
recalcitrant husband chooses to be ni'a-
gain his wife? The beis din can achieve
nothing unless all parties involved accept
its authority unquestionably.

I have been reading and re-reading
the article and have come to the fol-
lowing conclusion, and I come to you to
either confirm my conclusion or explain
why it is incorrect. For 8 pages the author
writes and offers no practical solution for
an aguna. [t would seem that the author
in his article is more concerned with
defending the kaved of the rabbanim
rather than tackling the far more serious
problem of halachic abuse leading to the
tragedy of agunos.

When the beis din recognizes that a
recalcitrant husband refuses to carry out
its psak, why should it not permit the
aguna to have the psak enforced in a sec-
ular court?

My daughter is the victim of such an
abusive situation. A beis din being flout-
ed and the Rosh Yeshiva of his kollel refus-
es to exert any moral or financial pres-
sure to enforce the halachic psak din.
Such apathy is not only a chillul Hashem,
it is the cause of much antagonism
against our gedolim and the rnosdos
haTorah. How can we decry those who
attack halacha and batei din if leaders
encourage even bret Torah to ignore their
halachic obligations?

NaME WITHHELD BY REQUEST

THE AUTHOR RESPONDS:

I have no wish to appear unsympa-
thetic to Mrs. X’s anguish, still less to
seem apathetic to her daughter’s tragedy.

Nevertheless her letter illustrates dra-
matically the dangers of commenting on
specific cases and the gravity of the
Toral's requirement to listen to both
sides. Knowing no more than she shares
with us, readers face the impossibility of
choosing between the following con-
clusions: 1) Mrs, X (presumably a reli-
gious lady of good standing) is not telling
the truth, or at least not the whole truth;
or (2) her son-in-law’s Roshei Yeshiva
{presumably senior talmidei chachamim
of repute) are indifferent to her daugh-
ter’s plight and to their religious oblig-
ation to listen to decisions of a beis din;
or (3) the beis din (again presumably
composed of talmidei chachamim of
repute) has erred so egregiously as to jus-
tify the Roshei Yeshivas’ ignoring the psak
din. 1 hope JO readers will join me in
declining to draw any conclusion about
what must be a tragic (and probably a
complicated} case.

As the title of my piece indicated, my
main purpose was to examine the myth
and reality of “solutions” to the aguna
problem. I certainly need not apologize if
in doing so I defended (albeit inade-
quately) the kavod of halacha in general
and posker halacha in particular against the
unyjustified attacks to which they have fall-
en victim recently. Contrary to Mrs. X's
assertion, my article considered a num-
ber of measures, specific or general, from
“Naming and Shaming” to PNAs aimed
at amehorating the aguna’s plight.

I hesitate to respond to Rabbi
Auman’s remarks about “certain batei
din” not least because they refer to a
specifically American phenomenon.
European batet din are generally respect-
ed. It would seem that this is a symptom
of a wider malaise in American Jewry —
namely the dearth of organized kehillos,
responsible for the totality of their
members’ religious needs from the cra-
dle to the grave, headed by a Rav (and
his beis din). Indeed one reader wrote
directly to me arguing that the social
cohesion of the old style kehillos reduces
the likelihood of agurna problems. [ wish
he were right.

In spite of Rabbi Auman's flattering
but improbable suggestion that my
article may influence the outcome of the

PNA debate, I cannot deny that [ har-
bor reservations. He asks, “What harm
could come from advocating the use of
PNAs on a farge scale?”

There are broadly three answers:

1) So long as there is insufficient con-
sensus as to exactly where the boundaries
between coercion and legitimate encour-
agement lie in PNAs there is risk as to
the validity of giftin given in their shad-
ow. Even the great Rabbanim Rabbi
Auman mentions, whilst far from hos-
tite to PNAs, have neither granted a blan-
ket approbation nor gone out to promote
their use. It is significant that neither they
nor their numerous pupils insist on a
PNA as a condition for their officiating
at weddings.

2) It is far from certain how far the
courts will be prepared to enforce the
terms of PNAs. If, as some fear, they
decline to enforce them, the entire exer-
cise will turn out to have been a tooth-
less tiger. This is what I meant when |
wrote that it is probably too soon to
judge their efficacy.

I am not sure what Rabbi Auman
means when he describes PNAs as“dra-
matically effective” If he means that the
fact that the couple signed something
generates some moral pressure later, then
something simpler and innovative
would surely suffice — such as the chas-
san signing to the kesuba, a minhag in
several communities { Nachlas Shiva Ch.
12).

3) The PNA has been widely trum-
petted as the panacea for aguna prob-
lems. In reality, there is little evidence or
likelihood that it is. To claim otherwise
is to invite the agunos and the public at
large to imagine that there are simple pat
solutions to the aguna problem and that
those who voice reservations do not care.
Neither is true. We have no business
encouraging people to believe untruths,

RanBl YEHUDA LEIB LEWIS

Amsterdani

VISITING NY?

MIDWOOD
GUEST SUITES

Ave. d, Brookiyn
718-253-9535
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