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Yeshlva 1n chkhffe, Ohm. s e

= - “men shall not swallow themselves alive.”

- disintegration.

o jtself can become ‘cold and:sometimeseven crel if it
" is designed only to meet the requisites of an ‘ordered
- society. dAndeed, theré is a law even- among barbarians.
~The cruelty and tyranny of the dictator is-also framed - embraced all of life; public as well as pnvate, mdmdua
o’ the -order -of law. One is reminded  of the words of . :
. the’ Psalmist (94:20) who, in speaking of the tyrant,
".";j’-descnbes -hith-as" bemg one- “who frames v:olence by'_.'-.

= statute”

""-:_'_'--seektng t6 keep it i line ‘with ethical ‘norms.

i~ kindred branches of ethical and moral teachings became -
i ;.the norms within which the law developed and fructified
sl Palmudie ]urisprudcnce is ‘unique in ‘that 'the very = .
- purpose ‘of ‘the law -itself is the ‘developriient of Man's
" “moral and ethical personality. The ambit -of Talmudic -
. Law is a.very wide -one indeed,: the - widest-one can "
- Uimagine, for its scope embraces every facet ‘of haman
“living. It i8; by no means; limited to ‘that-body of légal
.7/ matter encompassed by the term “law” as we know it .
| :modern: society; namely, ‘that which coneerns -itself - of tyranny. Maimonides terms this freedom “the! plllar.
- only with those affairs of man vis-g-vis his fellow man. - .

'. 1'_Smce the purpose 0f modern law is order in soc1ety,"-"

g deais W1th man -as - part of soc:lety, 1ts at 1
" rthie ~world - of ‘human ‘ relations. Man;  the’, mdmdu 1;
“. o per e, is not the “object of :the law. Certalnly the ¢

: - science of the individual is outside the scope’ of ‘the Taw.
“Rabbi’ Gifter i 'Rosh Hayeshwa of the Telshe e

'_:'*f._']‘he foﬁowmg paper was ' prepared for d’ sym-
" posiumion Lmo in.a Troubled World ‘sponsored
by Western- Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio:

“law which " deals ‘with' torts, “bailments, conitracts,
" criminal offenses deals also w1th ‘Man'’s duties of pra

: -7 of ritual and ceremonial, yea, ¢ven.with- problems of
: -;-The purpose Of the Law as cwxhzed soc1ety under— -7 faith in the Divine Creator. Just as the Rabbinic Court
;ostands ity is o bring order into-the lives and affairs: of . ““was bid to enforce a contract; so was it -bid ‘to enf ce

-men, to. guarantee—to ‘use a Mishnaic - pwh;asg——_tgat “.! the observance of the building of ‘the Sukkah ‘on'th

ere order

" exists in society human kind can develop to-the fullest” - Feast of . Tabemacles Idolatry in- Talmudic: Jaw is
o eXtent its  capacities -for .progress -under : freedom and ©
hberty A society governed - by “the  Law is therefore -

. given a guarantee: agamst anarchy, agamst chaos an_d " the supreme authority of the law, included stich divers
- ““matters as the case of the false prophet, the High P es
* Though this be the | purpose of the Law, yet the Law . ‘who-had committed -a “capital- offense; the decision 1
“declare war, extending the boundaries of Jerisalény and
-of the Temple courts, -appointing ' district : courts

" decisions involving -interpretation’ of :the Taw, The law

~~the:same - degree -as  the cnmmal “oftense - of murd
-~ subject -to the death penalty. . T

~+ as well ds social in character.

- - (the Five Books of Moses) contathing the: Comm
" ‘ments of ‘the Lord: revealed at Sinai, and thereafter
: ;through Moses. Since the ultimate authority of -the 1
-is the Commandment of G-d,:there is:no room left fo

S The: devéle)pment of cmhzed law knows therefore
' ._"'.also of the development .of equity in’the': ]aw ‘Equity -

© . has served; we might ‘say, as"a guardian over the _law " man-outside” the -framework -of the" law.’ AI] is oper

: e ._before Hlm “who tests the hearts of men’’

70 It has riot” been' the purpose “of ‘the law, “however, [t e -

i “even when joined with equity, to ‘develop the moral -~~~

- 'and -ethical standards of -society @and of ‘the individual. -~ -

/i This has been the dorhain of philosophy and of rel:gmn o s th
- These values nurtured by philosophy, teligion; and other =~ ;-reve]anon of the Dnvme C‘ommandment “of - the de

~mands made’ ‘upon ‘man to raiise hiniself ‘above the lev

-of the beast It is ‘the Iaw whlch says to. man Se

A' Coinpamfon of Purposer | ..

.:Not so with - Talmudic jurisprudence.- The very sar

The gamut of the Beth-Din Hagado] the ngh Cou

The ultiniate authority for Talmudic law 18 the

Revelatzon of Ihé-DlVln'

: freedom Of Man to choose the path to’ nobih'ty:
_human d:gmty, the freedom’ of the mdmdual to_d te

vof the peop]e revoltmg against the: yokes of all form

of the Law and the Commaridment.” But: yet' ‘the law.
'n_statmg th:c; great human prmcxple b;ds ‘and “com




i amed the' entlre -body of the law
hlch s life. :

the” Torah,” with . nghteousneSSwnghteous Stafutes
“judgments—for its purpose -is ‘to make of Man a

yt_.moral ‘and ethical values. The basic ‘premise of the
w is-the never-ceasing consciousness that one stands

this poal ‘the law -sees the necessity for a complete
system tegulating the conduct of Man, not merely in
dealing with his fellow-man, but, also, in dealing with
Hhimself. For he ‘who attempts to -achicve moral and
ethical “perfection and integrity in himself will, of
necessxty, deal in kind ‘with his fellow-man. Society
is molded of the individuals who build it. An ordered
nd disciplined personality in- the individual guarantees
well-balanced .and harmonious : society.

objective, not to be influenced by the fear .of men.
Why? ‘For justice is of G-d. The court is but the in-
strument of the will and of the commandment of Him
ndant: How ennobling for all concerned to feel that

m_the court of Jaw!

phrases-Rahmana amar, Rahmana katab, “the Merciful
One has said, the Merciful One has written.” The law
“an expression -of Divine mercy evidenced in the
desire, apparent in the Commandment, to raise and

And offtimes our opinion would dictate a more stringent
liability, but Rahmana has alei—*the Merciful One has

Ieéssons-in Divine mercy Is thlS not a unique approach
to law?:

monides, created the greatest comprehensive codifica-
tion . of . Talmudic law. It seems apparent -that he

the six-hundred and thirteen commandments of the
Torah. He first created his Sefer Hamitzvor, the Book

:determining the essence of a Commandment of the
orah, and thereupon enumerating the six hundred
nd: thirteen - Commandments based upon these prin-

by codifying the entire body of Talmudic law. Every
division in his Code, therefore, is introduced with an
'numeranon of the Mitzvot, the Commandments, dealt

= THE JFW!SH OBs;«:RVER

embracmg aﬂ N
: o deve}()ped and expostulated dorwn through the age :
A discussion ‘of the law in'the ‘Talmidic academies of o
Iearmng is an attempt-to ‘undersiand the wzl! of G-d Ny
" in directing the conduct and affairs of Man.". S
Problems -in civil law also represent human stnvmg'-
- “to dignity and nobility, a-desire to attuse human con- -
" duct to the will of G-d. This is the basis of the principle - -
-posited by ‘the great Medieval Talmudic jurist, R. .
" Solomon Ibn Adret .(Rashba, Baba Kama, 3b), who -
-~ ‘states that questions involving ‘doubts of interpretation -7
- -of the basiclaw in injuries-are governed by the principle =
~-used in resolving doubts relating to money values. . . -~
_ The effort expended in trying to solve a legal prob =
*lem is, from the viewpoint of Talmudic law, an attempt -
. to discern the intent of the Divine Commandment, so -

The Jaw is'$0 ﬁiany times 1dent1ﬁed in the }anguage:::';
righteous being, wha has chosen freely to be governed :

-always in the presence of his Creator. In order toinsure -

How :striking " are the words -of the Torah when -
commanding the judge to be completely impartial and

vho “has created the judge, the plaintiff, and the de-

they stand in the presence of G-d when seeking justice ©

To Understand the will of Gd

-'The student of the Talmud is acquainted with the - B
e o, " ° . to purchase food.” Rav, thereupon, said to Rabba: ‘Pay -

‘them -their hire.” Rabba asked: ‘Is-this the law? And .
elevate Man to the level of that Jaw designed for Man. =
eased .the penalty.” Laws in civil liabilities become

That gréat plllar of Talmudlc ;unsprudence, Mai--
nsidered his Code as an elaborate commentary upon -

of Commandments, containing the cardinal principles .

ciples. He then proceeded to elaborate upon this work - -

that men may govern themselves in-accordance w1th

- -that Divine Will and Authority.-

We find a most mtcresnng and umque feature in

Talmudic law. We read in the Talmud (Baba Metzia =~ -
~.83a): “Rabba Bar Bar-Hana had a barrel of wine =~
- broken ' through the negligence -of laborers hired to
transport the wine. Rabba thereupon seized the labor- - -
~ers’ cloaks as a lien for damages, something permissible -~
by law. The laborers complained to the great master, . -
Rav, who directed Rabba to return the cloaks. Rabba =

- asked Rav: ‘Is this then the law?” And Rav answered:

“Yes, for it is written, That thou shalt walk in the path =~

‘of the virtuous.’ Rabba returned the cloaks. The labor-
‘ers then said to Rav: ‘We are poor, we have labored

all day and we are hungry, but we have fiot the means -

Rav answered: ‘Yes, for it is ‘written, And the pazhs

- of the righteous shalt thou keep.”

.+ The ruling of the court in this case was not prompted o
by the recognition of the equity and justice in the claim T

of the plaintiffs for, indeed, they had no claim at all.

* Rather was it prompted by the reailzation that the o
‘ultimate purpose of the law is to develop a disciptined -
personality, fully -imbued -with personal morals and =~

ethics. No doubt, the ruling was delivered by Rav

because- the -defendant .was Rabba Bar Bar-Hana, ap - -~
-individual wheo had proved himself -worthy of higher -
~moral demands and standards.. The ruling of the court .
" ‘took into consideration the ethical norms of the individ- =
- uals involved. This is the general principle known as . "
" Lifnim Mishurat Hadin—going beyond the line of the =~

~law, which, in our case, was equated by Rav with Dm i

-—the line of the law itself. . -
It is quite apparent that -this- i’ not A questxon of'

an equity which .seeks ‘to have the law meet ethical -~
" norms, -but rather reveals a desire on the part of the -
-~ -law to inject its inner spirit and purpose into the ruling -
of the court. It is a ‘part of that body of law which




Saad ‘Rabbi Levi:

- Ye shall not -eat the fat.
.:'-Arrd yet another’ ﬂlustratlon

- Thou shalt:not rob:

L trespass

':_"._'__'m the human $oul, -handiwork of Almighty G-d.-

All which we have attempted o say is so beautifully
presented in: the ‘poetic language of the ‘Midrash. Solo-
mon; in his Song of Songs (7:3) speaks of the people S
cof Israel as being like unto-a heap of wheat set about -
B 'wzth as hedge ‘of ‘foses.. The -Rabbis - of. the Midrash
. comment-thereon: The hedge of roses; “thése are the " -

“words of the Tofah; whlch are as dehcate a8 the rose

A tempting dish is brought before a, person He St
-;j ‘prepares to paitake of it with great relish. He is- .7
- told tallow [chailev] has fallen into the food and "
" he-refrains even from' tasting it.” Who' hag ‘caused
< this restraint? What serpent has' bitten him? What -
' scorpion has stung him to keep him from drawing
- niear to the food to taste-of it? Only the words of = .-~
g _'-"the Torah, delicate as the rose, for 1t is wmten e

©A person ‘was walkinig along al country road He"-

' -passed .a fruit ‘orchard ‘and the ‘fragrance of ‘the -
- Aully ripened first : friits of ‘the season ‘attracted 7
i him. He strétched forth his- hand ‘to pick @ fruit = 0
LTS from the trees:He was reminded:: These fruits ™ -
. have dn- owner. He drew back his hand in re- =~

" straint. What “has caused -this ‘restraint? What-

- stands’ between ‘him and the fruit? Only the words: =

- of the Torah, dehcate as the rose, for 118 wntten Lo

Ee --Z:For the aesthete who has developed an’ apprec1atlon""'-
. for the “beauty and’ dehcacy of the rose, a-hedge -of =
~'roses is stronger-than'a wall of iton. He. néeds but the
- rose itself ‘to-serve as-a bartier against trespaSS For'
CLOne reared and nurtured in the Iaw transgress:on 1s':‘ i
i _ s the Taws .of Torah study Theiein he postulates:
SRR i - ~male person in Israel is obligated to-study T
S Mcm is Inherently Good
i Man, ereated in the zmage of G-d, is ‘inherently good -
; ':_j-.and noble,  striving to: Fulfill “the: Dlvme will - which -,
: :'_;nheres_wlthm__hlm That world “of passion; Iust:and
- temptation which makes goodness and nobility so dif-""
-+ ficult to-réalize, must find its temedy in thelaw. Man'
" igcalled upon to develop -within himself, through the: -
~law,an - aesthetic - d@ppreciation -of ‘moral and " ethical
S ':values—-—'m ever present ‘G-d consciousness. The word -
“wof the law is the gentle Yeminder to refrain from’ trespass S : ey

. aside .a specific time by day and by wight 16" study

2Bt certainly acode of law designed to be’ Stlldled S
- only by lawyers cannot “achieve ‘the purpose of which
- we speak. The law cannot lead men to the lofty heights .
- of moral, and ethics, nor can it serve as a guide for the
disciplined ‘conduct of the-individual, if it -remains be= 7~ :

It is ©Of -interest,~in this: connectaon to -quot
.-_-'JOSephus in‘his work, Against Apion. 5
j-Moses did not ‘suffer. the guilt-of 1gnorance
~on without punishinent, but ‘demonstrated:th
- t0-be the best .and ‘most ‘necessary “instructi
- all others, permitting the people to leave off the
_ - other employments and ‘to assemble together f
. "‘the hearing of the law and-learning ‘it exacth
“.. And this not once of twice, or oftenet; but every
- week, which ' thing all the other Ieglslators Sée
“to have’ neg]ected ‘And ‘indeed; the great
- of Mankind ‘4re so far from living-accordin
- their-own laws; that they hardly know them
;- when they have “sinned - they ledrn: from. -othe
o that: they have transgréssed the:law. Thdse als
~ ~who are in the highest and principal posts of
L government ¢onfess they dre-fiot” acquainted wi
i those laws -and ‘are obhged totake” such: persons.
© - for - their -assessors  in- public administrations” as

- profess to have skill in-those laws. But for’
. -people; if ‘anybody do.but ask anyone of ‘the
< about our Jaws, he will more readily tell _the_m all
"7 than-he will -tell ‘his own name. And this in
- sequence ‘of our having learied ther xmmediateiy,
~-a soon a8 ever we became’ sensible of anythmg,
~and of: havmg them as. 1t were engraven on
“osouls. S .
So wrote a hlstonan recordmg Jew:sh hfe “at abo
the begmnmg of the common efa.

A Jew M ust Know 'the:Law

Mazmomdes in hlS Code has a dmsmn devoted 10

‘he  poor.oF rich; healthy or subject 16" suﬁermg,
or so:old -that his strength is ebbing; ‘even if ‘h
birdened with wife and children, he is obligated 1

“Torah, forit :is written: Thou shalt study 1t by day
““and by night. o :
~This" Commandment, thrs Iaw o study the 1 '
'the quintessential of Talmudic junsprudence We uot
._from Talmudic literature: > - =
" What Weré the begmmngs of R Ak:ba" It is sald'
“-When he was forty 'years of ‘age e had ‘not-ye
" studied ‘Talmud. ‘Once hestood by the ‘mouth ¢
g well. There he noticed 4’ well-storie. ‘Who

~hollowed ‘out the stone?” he “asked. He was -
it wwas the water ‘which" fell ‘upon it “every da
* continually. He wondered at: this: It was  said. te
- himi:.“Akiba; has thou not read: The waters wea




‘down' the hard, all the ‘more shall ‘the words of

-y heart which is but flesh and blood!” With this
e dedicated himself to the study of Torah. (Avos
~de R, Noson VI, 2):

make of Man's heart a receptacle for the living waters
“of ‘moraland ethical perfection. For and we quote
mm Malmomdes Code .

Dermography is a cold science; it ‘records births and

o “others the evaluation of its calculations. . The de-
“mography of the Jewish people in this country has al-
“ways-been a confused field in the absence of any valid
~census figures,

One-of the techmques socmlogzsts have: used in order
‘to-arrive at some estimate of the Jewish population of
A .community is known as the “Yom Kippur method.”

hild stays ‘home from school on Yom Kippur. ‘Com-

‘mate count of Jewish children which he then multiplies
‘on.the basis of the average number of children in each
“family, :thereby- arriving at-an estimate of the total
Jewish-population. .. .

Using this technique, The }eWish Communal Register
‘of New York City (1917-18) published by the Kehillah
-of New York City, came to the conclusion, “that will
.cause astonishment to many,” that the Jewish popula-
‘tioni-of New York -at that time was “1,527,778, or
pprommately 1,500,000.” While assimilation and in-
‘termarriage are normally thought of as being prevalent
Jin'-what provincial New Yorkers like to call “ouwt-of-
“town,” the present two million population would indi-
“cate heavy losses, particularly since a good number of
;the-Jews.in New - York City today came here after
‘World War I1. :

-prevent even an educated guess, will forever keep from
“us 'the figures on the number of American Jews who
‘have Jeft our ranks, particularly in smaller communities

i THE JEWISH OBSERVER .

'mphcatlon for: hlmself B what is7 soft wears

the ‘Torah, which are as hard as iron, hollow out

'The law, * through - contmuous end]ess study, can -

It s based on the assumption that almost every Jewish - -
: . say:
paring attendance figures on that day with average at-
tendance- figures, the researcher arrives at an approxi-

“The lack of stétlstxcs énd the ‘many Vanabies ‘which

and nghteousness, he- yeams for th‘ _.e"ways and'
Jis eager to follow them: o0 :

* Talmudic -Jaw is common law in: the Sense that 1ts.'_.::

know}edge is common -for all men and not the domain.
© of the professional student -of the-law. The ‘lawis"
- therefore truly a Torzh—a systemn of instruction to-the =~

- people -embracing- all’ the .problems of life, seeking to -

make the people worthy of the great heritage of human- - - ;
ity—Man created in the image of G-d. : el

Yomkov ]acobf

Y MILLIONS'?

_ '_demography n.science deal-
- ing with statistics of births, - :
“deaths, etc. of a community

TR

. far removed from metropolitan centers of Jewish life, "
“desaths, often in round figures; it is unemotional, leaving

where entire families- fell victim.to assimilation and -
intcrmarriagc Yet even without accurate demography,

it is clear—when we are willing to face it—that hun- - -
“dreds of thousands, - perhaps . rmlllons of dedtshe o
‘neshomos have been lost.

Perhaps' - we can gain.a Keener a'eahzatlon of our’

_ '_'Iosses by looking at it the other way around. Ludwig -
-~ Tewisohn, addressing ‘himself -to-:Jews who speak of .

their Jewishness as an “accident of birth,” has this to

-and around the year 1670 you had 1,024,

. .. At -any point the ancestral .chain’ could have
been broken -by -apostasy ‘or by .intermarriage or by .. -
- both. But had the chain been broken in your case, had e
"a single one of your direct -ancestors abandoned the ..
community of Israel, you would no more be a Jew nor .
~would you be known as a Jew nor know yourself to -

“be one. ...

... . {WHAT 1s THIS JEWISH HERITAGE?) .- . .
The Jéw who came to this country and settled in

- ' Atizona or New Mexico and lost his identity, or even -

the Jew who lost himself in Brooklyn or the Bronx,

"took ‘with- him his ‘children, his grandchildren and all

: -He "broke the chain and his =
" progency are no longer Jewish “by accident of birth.” -
.- Who can say what the Jewish population of this coun~ -
- try would be today above the 51 t0 6 mllhon we num—_ R

.7 ber, had we not suffered these 1osses i S

succeeding -generations.

. o df your aré known as a Jew and know yourself .
to bé @ Jew, you have two Jewish parents and four -
Jewish grandparents and -eight Jewish great-grand- ==
‘. parents and sixteen Jewish  great-grear-grandparents.
" Around the year 1700 you -had 512 Jewish ancestors =~ -



- o ‘erafions,; or nominal membership in- ‘a . congregation

o merely to conform with the behavioral patterns of their .

U notn-Jewish neighbors. These words are written out of ~.

. deep anguish, for who can say how ‘many millions were . -
" “Jost in the' Aineérican holocaust and ‘whethet it was a
~“smaller ‘number or a larger numbet than those-of our

i '.;brothers and sisters1ost in’ the -Nazi Holocaust.

“~Several ‘questions comie to mind: How and why d1d
P ﬂ]ls ‘happen? and:: What can we do 1o save those who
'--'._::seem destined ‘to share the fate of the “how many

To set the scene for ai ;nqmry info. the true sxtn'luon
S of Ametican Jewry calls -for a brief look . at the hlqtory

o 'f:of the Jew;sh commumty n thls country

300 Years in U S A7

L In 1954 Iewry in the Umted Stares celebrated 1ts-
tercentenary, 300 ‘years of Jewish life in~America”
- But the ‘careful ‘observet ‘can hardly take ‘Seriously the™ -
“-: claim that Jewishlife ‘did indeed beginon these shores -
~:“'wheh twenty-three  Portuguese Jews landed - in New:
oo Amsterdamyand were _begrudg’ingly “granted pérmission - -
--"to'stay.. These and other Spanish -and Portuguese Jews .=
-~ who .came to Americ¢a in ‘the ‘17th and '18th cenfuries,
- “apart from - their small .numbers, were  véry pootly . -
-+ equipped to build a real Jewish community. They made .
- 'a feeble attempt at building synagogues and a semblarnice -
“oof communal life: They printed prayer-books for their
SO OWH iise, s often _Wlth ‘English ‘translations, but had no
- -semblance of Torah scholarship; and the off-set edition
i of Shas pubhshed duting World War I was the ﬁrst such“"_j

o eﬂort by :Jews on American soil.

_of the :mass-immigration of East-European Jewry.

.7 Most of these Jews came ‘to-these shores from com~ i
'.'-j';_imunmes where Torah was - the  guiding force in ‘their. ;-
persona] 'md communal hves but they caime herc 1]1«

few. rabbls, teachers and schiolats: among the" N

- these" they ‘could ‘ot adequately train a new generati
in the Torah values which: rhey frantzcally chng ¢ by
: Wrtue of thelr own’ trammg :

I__CAN LIFﬁ/ Oxford UmverS1ty Press/ 1964) : “conmder :'. v
‘therselves members of the rehglouethmc group and ‘are-
50 regarded by’ the rest -of the American: people.” “Of
.- the other fifty percenit, a ‘vast majority “have onIy ael
.- formal “assGeiation: with - Jewish Tifeas ‘contributors to~ = 7
the United Jewish -Appeal “and/or local Jewish- fed-

‘migrant “parents. and their “first-gencration - children
~ Often -preoccupied  with 'the “pressurés of earning
- Tivelihood; -and driven into the sweat=shops of the times
__'_.:_'they had " Tittle - oppottunity  to - guide - their "youngst
"“in ‘the ways - of  Torah.~ Yeshivos were  non-existen
“afternoon - Talmud Torahs weré ‘not . adequate to.the
- task of -reinforcing ' the - new - generaﬁon “against: thy
: .-Iipressures of .‘a’ hostile - culture. The
- philosophy ‘which demanded " that” imimigrants - become
" acculturated - and assirilated -into" American Society
“-¢laimed many immigrants; and-ever larger numbers:
‘their children ‘and grandchildien: Jews who desired
“ " maintain’ their ties -with Torah stood by helplessly
. ‘their children were cast Into the furnaces of “Amer
f_:camzanon ;

.'_'hardsh:ps they -had suffered, prompted :the imimigr
- patents-to send their children 16 the ‘public-schools
'-_most effective ally of ‘the “melting-pot” forces, and to
- institutions of hlgher-fearnmgmhot—beds of radicalis
“and “atheism—xin the ‘hope “that they:could “enter th
“professions - and  “edrn - decent living.” ShabboS"'wa

- -pressures and .with if, sensitivity to" Torah and-Mitzy
“began to disappear. Jews who- were the rec1plents of

:_- been the Chosen’ People of the Rofai Chol Bovor ‘we
"'.:prepared to bartcr the;r hentagc to have
-'.doctor :

e o -ﬂhteracy, the non-Orthodox camp was able 1o capture
©UAg late as the year 1820 it is est}mated that the total" S
-'-."-_,:J'ewmh_popu]anon of the United States “was hardly -
|7 miore’ than® 5,000..1t 'was ‘not until the late nineteenth
< century - and “the early ‘twentieth centary that- Jewish
- “-population grew to-the extent ‘where one could serious- .~
iy speak ‘of :an’ American Jewish Community. In 1880
o Jews - in:this country numbered 250,000, about: one-

. half of one percent of the total population.: By 1920
- “Jews accounted for close 16 314 ‘per cent of the popu-:
. lation, ‘numbering -about -3:500,000 -souls, as - a'result'.'_- L

illiteracy” which was destroying Yiddishkeir was legit
“matized and the gui]lb}e were led to believe that Jewish
- life as they knew it in the past was: out-inoded ‘and had
-been' replaced . by -a” modern. American: “Judaism.”
“Those who e‘;caped the ‘full - fury of ‘the" “melting=pot”
- were“gobbled -up by the: distorters Jof Torah. - Schuls
- became - desolate “as - Jewish parents found” mcreasmg

B Amencan ‘Orthodoxy had -good ‘réason-fo ‘inake such
~predictions: -
" completely unable to reach the youth, and  were. fre-
: -"_quented by elderly Jews who felt that dedxshkezt had

The “M eltmg Po

A tremendous gap soon dcveloped between the im

me]tmg-pot’

s

“The desire to save thcu‘ chﬂdren from the economx

one-of -the- first victims “of :the economic -and - SOCi:
G-d’s Law could think of no higher aspiration but. that
‘they should have “a son, a lawyer” and Jews who ha
son *
A thlS chmaie of ‘economic’ pressurc and rehglous_

éntire- communities: and thousands of neshomos:Th

¥

-.d;fhculnes in commun:catmg ‘with thelr children::
“Prophets ‘of ‘doom who' forsaw the’ 11qu1dat:on of

“Most " Orthodox - congregations became
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sHimated 'I'I'm'l- 'l'here

half of this number are children of school age.
Yet the number of children being given even
o modicum of Jewish educuhon is qusl’e small.

Here dre the figures: .

Tyge of sches]

-".Sunduys only .
~Afternoons (weekduys} .
-~ Day Schools ... RN

) Nuf:n.ber'o'f stiidents -
- 300,000

61 000

asterful study, Conservative Judaism puts it this way:

womically ‘but whose main socialization took place in
nother culture (and thus upon whom the American
cculturative process has less impact), as well as those
ho are left behind in the mobility process, become the
“chief ‘reservoirs from whzch Orthodoxy must draw its
-rfollowers :

: I %plte of the fact that -most polemics -and argu-
_mentation between Orthodoxy and non-Orthodoxy con-
~cerned .themselves ~ with such - peripheral - matters as
inixed-seating, wearing the yarmulka, and the use of
fgan music in the “service,” the real difference, which
he fast several decades have demonstrated, lies in the
uestion of how one deals with illiteracy. Many modern
'states have had to face the problem of mass illiteracy

‘toons and -symbols to -replace the printed word, but
they quickly found this approach to be inadequate and
- embarked upon mass campaigns to wipe out illiteracy
by the simple expedient of teaching people how to read.
“It-was only when .the first yeshivos were opened
An - America,. followed by ‘the spread of ‘day schools
- throughout: the -country, . that -the  lines -were ' finally
“drawn.-between ' those - who .had legitimatized Jewish
_illiteracy and those who chose to-fight this plague with

“Who-attended services at a non-Orthodox congregation,
“and was asked if he could sing the Adon Olom. He
aid he could if he were given a siddur. When they
laced before him an- English transliteration of Adon
“Olom, he said he couldn’t read English thar well, would
they -please give him a real siddur,) This effort hag
“weclaimed individual neshomos, whole familiés and en-
“tire - communities.
“dyhamic Orthodoxy, which it is not our ‘purpose here
“0-chronicle.  But ... ..t has hardly touched the hun-
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—of real Jewashness, and it is these Tews that’ .mist be- -
- come’the coricern of those’ who' are slowly turnmg the’-__.i
.tcmpestuous tides of illiteracy. : S
- American Orthodoxy, now commg mto HS own has e
‘mot been . indifferent to these lost millions.  .Almost at <
- the same time that yeshivos' began-to appear, some -

. far-sighted Jews saw the advantages of adopting certain -~
~American techniques for winning -alienated Jewish .~

" youth back to Torah. Most successful were the youth . -
~club and the .summer ‘camp which have managed te ..
- ‘salvage hundreds . . .
" . .when utilized as a weapon for Torah. Too often, such =~~~
-groups  have suffered from -success and now concern -
. themselves with the ever-growing nuinbers of yeshivoh .~
students, - almost - to “the total.exclusion .of the non-
“Orthodox and the non-affiliated. - Here too the balance
.~ -sheet must show only a small fraction of the Jewish .- =
" population ‘being fouched by positive salvage efforts.

n-.:i-he ‘United States today. " Approx;ma*e!y".'.

239,000

ome to the end of the line, Marshall Sklare, .in his .

- “Elderly individuals who have been successful eco-

Deallng wzth Ill:teracy .

‘among their citizens. - Some chose to use pictures, car-

he ‘only weapon proven effective, the literacy of Torah. '
We recently heard about a first-grader in a day-school -

It has created a self-respecting . -

perhaps thousands of youngsters,

It has been suggested that one way to the hearts of

" “the lost millions is by maintaining Orthodox ties with -
non-Orthodox religious bodies. Any tangible results of - -
this approach, which has been proscribed by Torah .
" authorities, have yet to be demonstrated, yet examples -
- of the damage incurred abound. _
It is interesting to note that the Umon of Orthodox S

Congregatlom, which . has: espoused the -togetherness

. approach, has been most successful in the work of their =~
.- National Conference of Sypagogue Youth, where the
“line is clearly drawn ‘between .Orthodoxy .and non-
" 'Orthodoxy, and where there has been a .stubborn ad-
“herence to Torah standards.. e o

" Yet others have mamtamed that in the holocaust of

‘American Jewry we must concentrate our limited man-

- power and resources on rescuing -those -who are most -
salvageable, :and bite ‘our lips -as we see hundreds of
"~ thousands of Jewish youngsters ‘deprived of their Torah -
_heritage and torn from the bossom of ‘Kilal Yisroel.
. “This position is not so easily -disputed; it has a stark- =
 ness about it that smacks of Jewish realism; yet it seems
~hardly faithful to the Netzach Yisroel to wr:te off so U
-many Yiddishe neshomos... - o
Coupled with the “save—what—-we—can phlloqophy is

the notion that the Torah Jew must isolate himself from -

" the hostile ‘influences which are brought to bear when = -
“ we leave our own pale of scttlement and:venture into ..

“the outside  world.-. This -argument too is difficulf to
slough off, especially when we contemplate the stark - -
“fact that intermarriage -among ‘college youth is con- -~
- siderably higher than among the general population and
~we are reaching the point where college-attendance by
~Jewish youth will be-almost - 100%.

Perhaps one of the most effective ‘approaches to the - :

;-problem of the alienated Jew is represented by the B
“efforts of the individual congregational rabbi (and lay- =




them off into zero.:

ous efforts to stem thé tide seem ever more feeble.

e --1cha€1 B

ﬁBlographles are movmg 1nereasmg1y 1nt0 the fore—.’.* -
“oox front of Jiterature “today.. The reason for this seems to
. be, the lateness in‘age of our culture and the complex-:-
ity of our civilization.. The immensity -of the: problems " .

‘of ‘today’s world has ‘lessened ‘the  opportunity of the

g average mati'to play a part in it. Overwhelmed by anx-
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: :late our- eﬂorts
_:homes to study at yéshivos where their. surwval—capac-' S

ty ¢an be raised But here again; the numbers involved - and his relationship to his G-d.  The fesponsibilities

Torah and Emunah seem¢ndless; the distractions” seem
“ " to ‘grow stfonger-and our ability to resist grows weak
~“Yet we strive for greater efforts in study of Toralt a
*“observing mitzvohs, hoping and knowing- that somichow
- our striggle will bring results.- So ‘too, the respons1bﬂ .
“which we must'feel to the millions of our alienated: and
" -Jost brothers is overwhelmmg, alienation’ grows strong:
" er.and -our’ ability to cope with it becomes ‘weak.
S et struggle Wwe ' must:.
The reader who ‘has ¢ome this” far  will" be disap-
: f,pomted “we ‘have no” solutions, -pat or otherwise, to
'-:"propose We have attcmpted in these Ixneq to state'if--'

“are o stall that the demographer can eas;ly round'_'_:'*

- When we add to the statxstl(:s aVa;Iable to s the; .
. _”reahza’aon that even those “Jews: Who' identify in - a
Sonspositive - way o with® ‘the “Jewish commumty ‘and “resist
- assimilation-.and intermafriage, ‘are “yet far removed -
" from the Yiddishkeit of their fathers and grandfatheis, -
the Pproblem assumes hortible proportions arid the varl- e

IS ot for you to complete tke task buz‘ y'o
: -not stOp trymg : ' : : :

. 'Blographmal Fragments -
‘-spects of the Life of
W elssmandl

.---..z.md eenﬁlcts ;v:th hfe are set.mt.o ..a sharp eontou of

mdmduahzatwn and 'the more - this is the ‘case; 'the:
Cmore: fasc:natmg and ;nterestmg 1s the esthetxc e

o study of the personality of Michael Bér Weissinandl 5%xr
- 18" attempted ‘here. In the  world of “authentic Jewish
T ideds, "biography‘ as.anliterary exercise has no " pl

teties, he has apathetically handed over his problems to
- “the proféssional in order to be relieved from a respons-
- ibility he ¢an no longer endure. Hence, man has be~" "
. -come unable‘to confront the steadily widening periphery - =
" of his dilefiima and 1o react to it as an individual, Our- .
- média of -communication; unprecedented in ‘scope ‘and -
L intensity; spread - manufactured,  téady-made ~opinion; -
-’-'.__-cond:tmnmg mat t0°an “outer-directed” mass-product.
~ .+ Man has-lost significance in his-own eyes and thatis
. '._:..--_.why biographical literature has: become so- mterestmg o
“ioand unportant to ‘us; Our time is- hungry for the in- -
o odividual it can 1o longer produce and has to search for -
" him-and to" dig- him out ‘of :the past. The biographical
- “'hero’in literature has to beé isolated from his time and
-'d:s;omed from the worid around hlm, has experlences T

: ._-ghfe demonstrates and reﬂects the very essence of

--:'_sofar ‘a8 1t widens the'. scope of Gut ‘own ‘confrontati

~ing ‘with the ‘fate of :Centtal European; espema}]y
- '-_Slovaklan and Hungarian Jews, ‘as' well as in the maj
- ‘war-crime trials, the hame. ‘of Michsel Bér ‘Weissmand
_'_appears agam and agam Especmily the Kasztner an

SoatoND FORST'S Whov Afraid—Me? in our April 1965
“issue  was -greeted :most enthusnastlcally by readers of THP

Perhaps ‘the probiem is akin to that of the individual

“In:the  words “of Chazal:
Fiet Rt i Ll o Rl o B3 Vo RKO7 4aash TaRona ey

]oyment .
“Itis however not ina bxographlcai sense in- Wh1ch

Here; the aim is not'the" isolatior:of .the hero from his
“time and people o the contrary; the interest ina ‘hero
is ‘proportionate to the degree of intensity in which his

“with the world.- Our hxographlcai dealing with 2 man
~extiaordinary -caliber is-therefore; not -an esthetlc
rather” an emmently Iﬁhg]()lls expenenee e

..'.Wexssmandi s emergmg with mcreasmg clarlty as.
umque ‘historical figure. In the post-war literature’ déa
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942 and 1945, have been read ini court. The sensa-
tional ‘testimonies have -revealed . as a fact that Rabbi
Weissmand! opened possibilities to rescure hundreds of
thousands .of Jews. Michael Ber Weissmandl was the
‘ohe who got into contact with two Slovakian Jews who
escaped from Auschwitz, and gave the first eyewitness
Jescription of the systematic extermination which was
until then only a vague rumor and not really believed
v:anyone: Michael Ber Weissmand! was the one who
‘senta detailed map of the camp together with the sworn
testimony of the two men to the outside world. Michael
Ber Weissmand] was the one who probed the Nazi mind
‘with ‘a point blank offer of money. Nobody would have
believed it—for $50,000 Wisliceny, Eichmann’s deputy,

topped the deportations for a long period of time. This
ras-what encouraged Rabbi Weissmandl to suggest a
old - proposition—the so-called “Europa Plan,” which
provided to bring to a halt all deportations from all of
Europe -for the payment of a huge sum of money.
‘Wisilceny himself went to’ Bcrhn and personally sub-
mitted the plan.

Responsibility fof the failure of those negotiations,-
ichael Ber Weissmandl was convinced, rests upon the
ssimilated Jews in the West who contended themselves
with public speeches and demonstrations. He recalled,
Hat after such a demonstration in New York, Wisliceny
‘told him that Hitler was incensed and determined to in-
tensify the persecution. Above all, Michael Ber Weiss-
mand! accused the Zionist Jewish Agency in Palestine
“afid Turkey of having frustrated his efforts. There are
Jétters Weissmand! had the opportunity to see after the
war, which give evidence—undisputable historical evi-
dences—not -only of a fatal blunder, but -of delibetate
“and cynical frustration of his frantic appeals for money.

A German soldier guards “the enemy.”
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which :Ietters; telegrams, and ‘miemoranda written by -
abbi’ _We;ssmandf and sent ‘to the free world between - .

Brothers children -of -Israe
~cottie insane? Don’t you know in what hell we are -~
- living? For whom do yout -keep your money, Do -

- you redlly want to wait until we send a special -
- messenger fo plead with you, o give us what is .

_coming to us? To you, all our pleas don’t even

- seem to have the effect as that of a beggar at the =
- door; after so much urging you have thrown pen-

nies at our feet. You are murderers! You mad-
men! Who is the one who -gives? You who are .

‘throwing pennies, looking at us from the heights S
“of your eminence, .or we, who give blood and tears - -

from the depths of our hearts?

o And you,-our Jewish brothers in all the }‘ree'
countries; and you, leaders of nations: How could

you be silent in the face of this great murder? In = .. B

it, about 600,000 Jews have already been put to -
“death, and every day now, tens of thousands are .
being murdered. With théir devastated hearts =

‘those ‘murdered Jews -cry 1o you: ‘You are = . -
" cruel murderers vourselves, because of vour cruel

‘silence. You have the means in your hands to

- avert and to stop these happenings ar this very

" moment. For the sake of the blood of millions and
‘the tears of hundreds of thousands, we ask you, .

we beg vou, we demand that vou should act rtght e

-now!

- "'(Sé]éc't'ions from Ieﬁefs' w'!"it'teﬁ"by Raiﬂai M.
- B. Weissmandel during -the war years and
cited at the trial proceedings Grunwald-

" Kasztner in Jerusalem, (from Shalom Ros- _': S

~ lenfeld’s Criminal File No. 124 / Tel-Aviv, -
S dess)

“One “such “Tettér "déériéd his constant asking ‘for

-~ money, with the argument that one .cannot ask the
. ‘Western Powers to acceed to the transfer of money 10
- the Nazis, when Allied blood was being shed in the
- struggle against them. “We also have to shed blood,” -
the letter argues, “because it is necessary for the estab- -

~lishment of the Jewish . HomeIand—-—Only with blood R
- will the Land be redeemed. -

- “One cow in Palestine -is worth more” than all the': S
'__:.'Ifews in Europe”’—was the immortal statement of Yitz-
_ chak Grunbaum, one of the leading ﬁgures in the Jew-
"~ 1sh Agency at that time.

_ One must understand the 'm'dtive"énd the n‘atufe"o'f'

M. B. Weissmand!l’s statements and vehement accusa- . - o
.- tions. Though he addressed himself to a political group, - -
- dealing with practical issues of enormous dimensions,

his motivation was not “political”—it was basically

religious, because M. B. W. was a religious man par
‘excellance. -He conceived -Jewish Nationalism as the
great sin of assimilation in a national disguise, a8 a



&
- SRR

U Gernn rail Transports which earried Tews

- substitution for'a umiversal religion which, ‘like all re-'

o waiting day after day, month' after month with terrible
ligions has thepurpose to give sense to-one’s life'and . anxiety for that -answer to his hundreds of frantic let-
. solve the personal and collective dilemma of man in’. - ters, telegrams and messages. He could not:comprehénd
~ this world.-One has to understand what went on in'the - .- what had happened -only until it was all ‘over. It ‘was:

“ mind of ‘this"man who ‘stood in the ‘midst ‘of ‘the fire, -~ " only after the war when the crushing realization dawned




}nm that a group of: pen:)ple havmg qut the;r roots,
in possesswn of power and influence, commanding pub-

eérs, with almost irrational delusion had substituted an
idesl after their own image, for the most basic, the most
.elementary and vital Jewish command of that hour—
to save Jewish Jives. - =

Rabbi. Welssmandl’s book Mm Hametzar contams a
¢alth of Jetters and documents -which by themselves
tell :the story -of Jewry in Slovakia and of their frantic
attempts - to wrestle themselves-out of the iron clamp

ing that time which is comparable to these letters.

‘Orie has to picturc in onie’s mind the ghastly situation
i which those letters' were written; the -intricate and
ound-about ways—and the danger involved—in: hir-
ng diplomatic couriers to deliver them and the large
sums of money paid to the messengers. These attempts
‘to arouse the free world, were repeated again and again
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<~ itself before the eyes when'the messengers came back

- first enipty handed, later with short notés“from which i,

" becanie -clear that the reports simply were not ‘be- .~
lieved and besides, that no money is available anyway.

thity, journalists,. politicians and professional pulpit- .

of ‘destruction. There is nothing written by a Jew dur- ;

“How far this unbelievable ¢onspiracy has captured

' the -Jewish muasses, and ‘how impossible ‘it is:for any -~
. -different thought to penctrate’ their ‘minds, even to'the =

point of mere evaluation, can be:seen’in the starty-eved =~
" .vehemence of the reaction to-any reproach. With blind- - -
oéd eyes and - closed -ears, any -voice raised -in- protest
- and accusation is immediately siippressed and deafened
- by the -thousandfold :cry:
“Jewish People.” . ..

I .These facts are read vnth consternation and unbear-
able shame. How can it be explained that at a time dur<"-
“ing the-last 'phase of the war, when the -Nazis were

‘willing -to “barter Jews for money,. partly because of .

- personal ‘greed, - partly because of their desire to estab-"
‘Jish contact: with -the ‘Western powers which; they -be-"

. lieved, -were under Jewish -influence, how -was it pos-
" . sible, one asks, that ‘the Jewish leaders did not move -
'_'-heaven and -earth to’ save the ]ast remnant of thelr -
_ ‘brothers? .- . 3

. Weissmandl : giVés- us’ fghe' 'ans"We"r'. .__And '-'the-aﬁsWéi' e
does not deal with missed opportunities, efrors of judge- -

.--_“Ti'aitor,?’ : ‘_‘Encmy :0f ! the : o

ment,.etc. .as ‘the main keys to the question. The en--

:_ tire wrong approach, the delusions, the horrible failure,

are. only results; fesults of the un-Jewish mentality of '

those - Jews :who bhad the money, the power and the .=~
.~ apparatus in their hands. They havé shunoed the “old- -~
- fashioned” methods . of - clandestine “‘operations and = -
~bribes as not glamorous and heroic. Demonstrations and -
. rallies in Madison Square Garden yield uncomparably
more publicity-—and of course there wa¥ the aiin of the
. “Jewish Homeland” which .must not be compromlsed R
- -by undue demands from -the Allics. .

All problems mcIudmg that of - savmg Jew1sh hves::-

‘had to be subordinated to that one and only goal.- Tt -
was M.B.W.’s unshakable belief, for which he claiméd
- to have ten-fold proof, that the few avenues of rescue .-
“which opened themselves during-the holocaiust, were = -
- deliberately ignored by the Zionist leadership, because - -
- -those avenues of rescue were leading to places other _
" than Palestive, and any undertaking along that line -
© - might thwart the- expectations . towards the eitablish- .
“ment of the Jewish State. This attitude of a multitude -~
~ of arrogant busybodies, the self-appointed leaders and =

spokesman for world Jewry during the most tragic time

_“in our history, has-put -into focus the great dilemma

in which the Jewish people find itself even foday. An

. intelligentia which has become estranged from historical -
-and authentic Judaism, has formed itself into a latter- -
“day secularistic national-political movement, which is =~ -




-of the United Natlons Wlth anoessa:nt compuismn he s
- hunted for docurients and fummaged the libraries and

“drchives among the mounds of material which had been
“eollected after the war, He was tracing his own letters '
- and ‘communications, Some of which found ‘theit way to .
- ‘the highest- aiithotities,. Tike his proposal .to bomb .the
 rails leading to" Auischwitz. A lied bombers did success-

Uthe trains fo- Auschwity yoll undisturbed until ‘the lastj-

."_thezr own. way: :
“Thé: more: the' condemnmg ewdence mounted that"
: '.?the ‘free ‘world ‘stood idly by while the. Jews were sys-
~ tetnatically- slaughtered the more  the mystery " took -
shape with impressive contours. Wheti- it ‘became clear
- that the few dlplomatxc and military gestures which were
~ made before the very end 'of the war by the Pope and

hension; Blamés and recrzmmatlons becom pedestna'
-and somehow meanmgless - : e

it isa religious exper;ence of . stngular s1gmﬁcance

i of emmgnﬂy Jewish religiotis validity?

i the: hxstory of }ews. Itis the fact that they héve en

or: groups who have come: to conclusxons and’ s
which lie ‘outside’ the authentic mainstream of the Je
ish" people, Tike: assimilation in its’ hberahst:c-hu'
itarian, or nationalistic’ manifestations.- ‘What we'n
here is the Jew as the homo religiousus par ‘excellance
~ How was' it _possible ‘for hini to forget 50 ‘comy
- what had happened? -The trials which ‘are occ&sm
held; still force the evading miemory into some form-
historical “conscicusness,” just as”the. plays’ perform
- "and ‘the books written, have ‘added to art und Titeratu
~But what has all this to do ‘with the’ quest;on, “WHY
‘which ‘Was not asked. How could ‘we so- surefoot'
‘L step back ‘into 4 xeahty which mot: long ago vamsh

into ‘a’ phantastic n:ghtmare‘? Where ¢ the'
of our soul and mmd?

CThe question ‘_WH“Y?” presupposes' an emmenﬂ
: 'rehglous outlook. It presupposes a given order in th
“ world and sense-in life; it unphes ‘want for- moral 3ust

.:cauon -and it -créates an’ Intimate mutuality and. re
__i_c1pr001ty between mart and event “man-and nature
_'_.'-ulnmatcly ‘man and G-d. Seen with the eyes of the I
~ligious, man is not a product of ‘hature; but nature is
- product of man: The questlon SWHY? s
- different from’ the questlon “HOW?? . The'. quesuo
“HOW?” is the question of the scientist whose inter
" lies'niot in the event bt rather in the law which is eithe

“To- M. B. Weissmandl, the entire’ catastrophy rep—:;.-j: - confirmed .or. upset by it. The answer: to the quéstio

_.-resented a phenomenon: of the highest’ religious : valid-

*fully strafé thé oilfields of Ploesti, Riimania, but theylet .

minute, a fact. whzch the Nazzs amus‘edly mtepreted in

.-_Pres:den“t Roosevelt to the. Regent of Hungary, and also . -
to-Tiso - of . ‘Slovakia; could ‘have saved untold ‘lives if
they were made ‘earlier, in addition fo the-fatal stupxdl-
ties of the Jewish' leaders; the “phenomenorn widened to
a dimension which: réaches’ ‘beyond - ‘ordinary conipre- -

S HOW? 3 is aIways mechanistic and causual; 1t does n
- take human consciousness into’ account and s therefor
" basically amoral. The scietitific approach; smce it h;
‘shrunk from universalism - fo* “specialization, 1§ -.:todays
- less: capabie than ever to grasp a phenomenon m.

'totahty ot o

ity Ieds prec1sely this réaction 6f M.B.W. as he emerged SE
L after the war and which marked his personality, which'
15 of importance to us’in a biographical study becausej‘-.‘-_

R “Wehave to put M, B. ‘Weissmand] apainst the back— S
ground ‘of :the catastrophic years -1941-1945, -as this
T was the turning poiiit in his Tife, and regard his remain< - <
. itig years in the U.S.A. as the framework of his reaction’
- to the war expetience.. The petsonality of MBW.as
“he ‘emerged after the war, appéars under a twofold as<
o " péct: One is the aspect of his personal tragedy which-he -
© “shared with many who suffered ‘ds he had. The second
*aspect is the collective tragedy which was so emiphati-.
~“cally ‘pronounced by his total -personality, -an aspect
“which he shared with nobody. He could not forget. Par< "
* - ticularly this is-what interests-us here. Is.this reaction
' to a tragedy an: incidental wiatter of an individual tem-. .
- perament, or does it have sighificance of a hzgher order R

- eéstablishes’ relanonshlp between ‘the event and’ m
'-_'.conscmusness-—and that 15 what countsmnot the

-;:'mgﬂmﬁcant “and important for us? In:what way’ does it
.o veach beyond the ‘personal :and enter the wide ‘scope of
~norm-giving Jewish authenticity? To put it in"the mo
~simple -and - -unmistakable - térms—was Mzchael “Ber
:ﬁWezssmandl ‘as he ‘came -out after the tragedy, e

- This radical ‘question, as sxmpfe as it is, is. the emmeut ly

._3.ﬁ The questaon unp]xes more than the 1nifest1gat10n of i .-_'-_dems:ve questlon for our hves

Here-hes perhaps' one of the most bafﬁmg p

'The" quesuon WHY‘7”'1S a profoundly rehglo
QUEQUOH and .the  Jeéwish “Question par. exceliance It

'swer .
What makes the hfe of Mlchael Ber We:ssmand

tmg
“normally?” Or is'it wé,; who have reconciled ourselve
wzth the order of -things, Who- Fepresent - normalzty 27

£ '_mﬁ. {6is



'- RablerSalomoﬂEhl‘mann .
An A ppreczatzon

: '.'Wxth the passmg of Rabhx Dr. Salomon Ehrmann ‘;) sy
“a.dominant figure has left the scene of Jewish World

“Orthodoxy. He was widely known and respected as a
- leader .of Agudath Israel from its inception at Homburg "
. and Kattowitz through all the following Kenessios. Agu- .
'dath Israel, which he helped form and develop with his -
“w-alundant intellectial ‘and organizational talents, meant

“more to him than a political movement.. To him, whose -
“soul burned for our sacred life ideals and whose heart -
- embraced warmly all who considered themselves part of -
“the Nation of G-d,"Agudath ‘Tsrael was-an essential ingre-. -
“dient of Jewish fife. To its _growth and prosperity he
. devoted his energy and strength and ‘inspired his fellow:
S Agudists with the persuasive power of his speech and pen.

Hig: evenitful life, with its share of tragedy, was permeated'f
s by wnshakeable, c¢hildlike Emunoh and an inborn eptim-
. ism and joyfulness which sustained him even in darkest
" -times.. The Frankfurt Yeshiva which counted him among .
its. early students formed his Jewish personality, His -
~great teacher, Rav Salomon Breuver 9"gy, and through him,
~:Rabb. Hirsch vy, found in him their most faithful dis-
“-eiple. ‘An extraordinary mind, he was incessantly occupied '
= “with ..deepening his Torah knowledge and at the height
- of his life he achieved the title of a Torah leader in
“Israel. -Almost casually he completed his academic train- . PR e
“ing and the professional dentist always took second place -0 - ‘Dr. Ehrmanni - - .-
"“behind the scholar and Torah leader. . e ERT

" After the first World War ~— much of winch he spent as’a sol&i'é'r af ‘the fromt i ‘he veturned tu
" An-intimate, life-long friendship bound him te my brother Isaac 9"yt whose greatness he recogmzed :
“ein boundless admiration and selfless devotion. : :

" The mortal storm brought him briefly to Pans as practlcmg ra}aln. : After numerous wandefrmgs.
which he withstood, together with his wife 11"y, with unshakeable trust in the Divine Providence, =

___'._':Agudlstu' work and became the teacher and leader of many’ &lsczples whom -he mspn‘ed wzth the -
~<brilliance of his mind and personality. - :

. The untimely passing of his faithfual hfe—compamon {Il‘aduaily weakene-d hls vast energles .'At' thé g
“.venerable age of eighty he had fulfilled his life’s work. Not having heen blessed with children,
~he took leave of this world in the firm knowledge that his life spent in the service of G-d and our
of Isaiah (56 5) -better than sons and daughters, an immortal name which never fades away.

RAV DR ]OSFPH BREUFR o
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- “Frankfart, a matured personality. He became one of the most active supporters of his Yeshiva,

“he found a permanent home in his native Switzerland. ‘He remained the old Ehrmann whose ir- .~
repressable humor and optimism overcame all tribulations. - With youthful enérgy he resumed his =

" Divine Judaism secured for him a place in the proximity of G-d, in accordance with the prophecy




-.'__'-Itself on’ traditions of a bygone era.

B surely cxpose many intiocents to its warped vlewpomt _f

i ~yet the challenge can not forever go unanswered.

 centers about an ¢thnically-related group, and is based
“entirély ‘on’its ancient -traditions.

' -.-truth

twisted views glamorized as “philosophy,” as

Thiis is dangerou9 .and must be exposed. -

.'_:.3:..THFY BELIEVE, THESE DESCENDANTS OF . AN ANCIFNT
- tribe ‘that lived in what ‘was North Arerica, that there -
"was ‘once’ 2 virgin' continent; lush-and fruitful, - unin-" -
" “habited except. by some red-feathered aborigines. They - .-

'.-'..Z;beheve that - their “hero-fathers fled from -a - Supreme

S Tyrant, crossed :a boundless Ocean,” and after fearful
- battle -with - Wind “and . Water, caused -4 -rock,” cailed'_-_.
“:Plymouth; 1o shelter -them  and" permit a fortuitous -
" “Janding upon that:Shore. They believe that -this -happy -
. ‘event signalled a feast to their deity Freedom—~whose .-
- worship was' forbidden by the Supreme Tyrani, and
" “for whose sake the arduous trip was undertaken. They .
“called - this" feast  Thanksgiving _““FI_-I"‘Tge ' fo@ .'C._E_llicd - dicates its very early origin. Thé toot of this folk:tale
. Turkey were sacrificed and eaten. They belicve that - toates, no doubt, to the totemic Wooden indian, fierce
-+ their fathers prospered, founded -thirfeen nation-states, " in mien, used by latet generations to promiote. the trade
“and in 1776 were able-to overcome the Supreme Ty~ ;

" rant, whose generic- name was 711 ' George, under a -

Loan executlve thh a lee-msurance agency m Queens

CASE HISTORY -

Sczence Ftctzon - 0r cmtztzom Saence

";:.-'THERE 1§ A ‘GREAT INTELLECTUAL FERMENT ABROAD.
- "Many of ‘our ‘young people are’ being swept up in'the

- great wave of a new system of thought and belief. This -
_-_-‘phllosophy gaifis strength because it is guite revolution-.
. Claryyyet it claims:sanction in ancxent roots and bascs e

-.-'result of £ Rewlw‘zonary War where much human
- blood was spilled for the sake ‘of Freedom, -on the ‘one
- side, and the Tyrant, on the other. They believe’ tha
shortly - thereafter, the  Fathers, with “inspired wisdom

- United ‘Rulership, -which en]oyed ‘divine protecti
“Although this movement has been’ a]most c]andegnne'i i

.'"'-,:.untﬂ now, the time has come to bring ‘it into focus in
. the clear light of truth, There is‘danger even i ackniowl-

s edging the existence “of .this movement, forwe will - " earth for many years. ‘They believe that the nations of

the world honored -and loved the Freedom Worshippers
o welcomed their soldiery and their diplomacy, and tha
oAt first it may appear strange -that- this movement . this: Diving. Freedom granted thelr fathers the Drglm
oof Man.:
-Close " examination - -

 reveals, however, that only because this group has kept
“:-separate”for so long a time, has it ‘been able'to grow "
so-large a body of myth from such puny seedlmgs of

i two hundred years was said to have aftained ‘a- pop‘ula
“tion of 200,000,000, and exercized ]eaderthp over:th

“satisfied, forgot the Freedom of ‘their ancestors, ani
< fell upon evil ways, lasting willenias, ‘even unto thi
day.”And they ‘believe that Freedom waits to bg'res
“erecteéd.”And that there 'is ‘more than the Here a
Now, -and Existence.-So" they strive not for the Her
- and ‘Now, but - preach’ Freedom -and Rebellionas” did.
_ as “history,” ="
: -:'ﬁ_ﬁand as “religious” are being spread by its- members

0 Aslong as this grotp kept its beliefs pnvate ‘our
" society was not faced ‘with danget. But :now, these - "

* " WE SHALL ATTEMPT IN THIS PAPER TO ANALYZE THE
- ship-as our only guide: We shall -divide -our ‘critiqu

~Religious; Smemlﬂc and Philosophical. -

- been spent in trymg ‘to accurately fix :a historical dat
“for the Exodus from the rule of the Tyrant. It is abuin
:antly ‘clear that no written tecord . of stich™an exodus
“exists in‘the Royal Annals of Great Britain, and there-
- fore the evént-must have cecurred inan earlier, pre=

literate “stage of develophient. ‘Linking the ‘sea voyag
" to the story of the red-feathered - abongmes, ‘whose
- guile and cunning “were almost supernatural, ‘also i

“in tobacco.t Later a- miedal was strick to commemoraté

_ he 0 the dv- - ithis mythical “red-indian” creature which was used :to
- hero-father Washington Géorge, Who assumed the dy- operate mechamcal devices:: Of: equal interest is’ the
- ‘iastic name of President, borne by all succeeding rulers. .-

._"-’-Thm climactic’ event they beheve 10 ha‘ve been the DRt T Tomcco an mdigenous herb ieaf var:ous]y prepared “fo

~Jack KLAUSNER setved as an editor of fhe Orthodox Tnbune A
- which: was published dunng the years 1939-1948, Hevis now -7

in early and tortured death}

set down several documents which served as Law wn

and prospered and expanded, and in" 4 short period o

"They beheve that then then‘ fathers waxcd fat an

their forefathers. These, in essence, -ate their belief:
Criticaily, using unimpeachable methodology of schola
into two subdivisions: - the - 4, Historical, -and the B

A-_HISTORICAL -~ Much - scholarly - speculaﬁon has_

- ritual - use; being either chewed, ~fingered, or incinerited
Thought to have magical- properhes both for good - (assuf:
~ing -success. with the-opposite sex)- and for ev11 (resuftmg-:.

L 36&5'.1965 '




act that on 'the obverse side of - thi

- was lafer admitted, was “extinct.”

A curious numerological note créeps into’ the story
-ih_ere The .Hero-Fathers founded “thirteen™ nation-
states: not ‘twelve, not fourteen. Later generations of

is: tribe attached great magical significance to the
number rhirteen. There is frequent reference to Fried-
day the thirteenth—obviously an unpropitious number.

At is therefore clear why continuing redaction of these

arly folk-tales always pushed the number of these
‘states” higher and higher—the last available -tradition
:puttmg :the number at fifty.

~A-different story, altogethef, is presented by another .

fumber of great significance.

“ Tt is the year of momentous events, the year 1776.

The. magical significance of the number seven is well
_documented, . and here the thrice-blessed seven. easﬁy
“appears whenwe add the first “one” to the last
thus: 1.& 6= 7, 1776 = 777.

HE TRADITION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WA’R 15 ALSO

:dublous one. Quite clearly, a war is not a revolution;
sither is a revolution a war. This, then, is no doubt

‘a tribal .memory of scveral separate events, Tinor in

‘natare; one possibly related to the thskey rebellion
f a-later date.

~Anearly hero of th;s tr:be, one Washmgron George _

1¢d his people to victory over the Tyrant Il George.
Here is an oft-repeated theme of folk-tales. The hero
_magically assumed the powers of the conguered, .and
“éven assumed his person, by assuming his name. Thus
‘the - vanquished 111 George, becomes the vxctonou‘;
‘Washington George.

~Of course,. this entire hero~taie is spun “almost -of
‘whole cloth, since we know that Washington was 2
fmetropohs on the river Potomac, and not a historical
_person. This city, as reconstructed by the archeologists,

‘certainly dates at Jeast a milennia later than the Rev- -

‘olutionary War2 since it is built hard by the most im-
‘portant shrine extant: the Pentagon, or five-sided seat
of world power. Now, it is obvious that the Revolution-
ary War occurred while the seven® day division of the
‘week -was thought proper, but that later a calendar
veform was instituted to placate the urgent demands
fora week of five days to confirnr with the change in
‘veligious practice brought about by the priestly Adman
tribe.*

A ‘REFLECTION OF THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE TWO

religions in the change-over era is contained in another
folk-tale whose meaning, until recently, remained veiled,
-and "was.'even taken by some at face value. Evidence

< For date -of this event see. above
"“above,

S (1) the new Teevee cult.
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“Festival and Ptlgnmage of-;Chzldren as part"of the new,
- ascendant cult. Thi¢ new cult ‘was strongly opposed by~~~
" the  older ‘traditionatists; ‘who therefore fabricated ;an® :
~ anti-cherry tree tale, and sought to give it meaning by~
"~ ascribing it to the -composite folk-hero Washington =
.. George, who, they said, destroyed these trees with an.
- axe. The newer cultists at first replied by casting asper- :
" “sions on the character of -this hero, implied that his.
" dentures did not fit properly, and that he was of a.
mean disposition. ‘Once victorious, however,. the new .
_cultists reestablished the heroic Father of his Country, - -
“burying the older version under the I-can-not-tell-a-lie = .
overlay. Eventually, they even changed the order of -

eness of ‘another obv1ously mythOIngal beast; the'-.---:-
uﬁalo whose remains remam undiscovered and who '

3, -See significance of the number revén fo thf:se prlmmveq s

~See below ‘as -to change from the Sun/Freedom Worship - i

Tree: Bloss "

his name, calling him George Washington..

Their “h;story” continues, and -their penchant for; S
~ exagperation is so well documented, that we must real- - -
*istically look at the facts. It is clear that there probably ~

- ~were never more than fifteen (15) nation-states in all, -~
~ “and certainly not the fifty (50) claimed by these people, =

‘since it is easy to confuse the two ciphers in the sound -

of the language they used. And, of course, since we -

“ “know that the average-size family consisted of lfess -
than five (5) people, it it easy to see that in ‘a mere . .
- two hundred (200) years, a smail group of tersified :
*. ‘refugees from another continent could not grow to itwo ..
" hundred million {200,000,000). -The -figare is more ;.. -
" likely to be twenty million (20,000,000} or two million .
(2,000,000) or even two hundred thousand (200,000) © -,
“and possibly as little as ‘twenty thousand (20,000). -~ =
- ‘Some competent scientists doubt they ever existed, and * "
attribute the entire fable to an-earlier, more complex .
society, which flourished and later expired. We our- - -
“selves are inclined to this ‘more conservative view.. .

So much- for - a- historical- critique Now, - Jet u';_:-_.-"

examine: . :

-~ B—the . PRIMITWE RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHICAL, and S

-~ ScientrFic views held by this tribe through the ages. = -
There is no doubt at all that the early form of tribal -

" belief was a sun-cult, taken over in its -entirety from . .

- - the more advanced Egyptian civilization. The worsbip =

‘of Freedom/Aton (sun-god of .Thebes) 15 evident in ..

~all ‘of the locale names of the ¢arly mythology of the - .-
" ‘tribe, One has bt to consider the names of the Battle .
~of Lexing(a)ton, the Bos(a)ton Tee Party,® the Cross- -~

ing (sic) at Tren(a)ton, or even the very name of - '

- Washing(a)ton;-such place names as Sun Valley, the Lo
Sun-Kissed Orange* and the use of ‘Sun(a)tan lotion.” - .
“All this evidence clearly shows the religious bias of .
'5.. The -Tee of this party' iéter'to be ]omed' to the Vee f;;f- o
. Vietory concept in the religious reform that led fo the s

Teevee culi, see below. -

' 6 “Probably a total name for East, West and “South Orange L

although other scholars claim this to be an exotic fruit
‘endowed ‘with magical, heaith-giving properties. :

7. .-.A ritual ointment used prior to genmgie
- -"before the Sun-god at such mass—worshlp places as Br:gh-
" {a)ton -Beach, cte. . :

xion and prostréuon e



- with many massacres and atrocities, At length-however;”

sacrr:d precinct of ‘the new cult.

Energizing Commission. = -0 e

. “IT MUST BE NOTED THAT THE ATONIC VIEW OF NATURE B
“ relatés not only to the religion of Egyptian Thebes, but. " ‘wield power. -Soon, hovewet, their ‘system succumbet
< in-another, more subtle ‘way, to the scientific views of - .
- Ancient - Greece.” Already " then, Democritus espotsed
" the Atoni¢ Theory; we can therefore see-that this un- =

“eouth- people invented ;1o :new religion; developed no -

~‘new science; but rather borrowed thhout scmple, and

-copied without™ shame.

“inthe old ‘Sun/Aton Worship.

_':_dered them useful, but harmless. -

.o Thé Admen were then easily able to estabhsh the: e
; :_'_._'_::Teevee cult T}ns fetxsh gamed acceptance qmckly, and e

B AR other examp]e of cultural over}ay the amn of the oid S
Znnos joined<< but Follows——the -4d of the new priesthood. -/ "
Astudy of the ‘connection ‘between - Willidm of Orange,a -7
- possible sminor “diety -in-the - Sun/Aton: religion; -and the-.- R

9.

e Wallmm of .Rrghrs wﬂl short]y be under!aken e

PP !
first, of a small front-blunted g]assme tube encased'
: .:-cabmet These were soon enlarged to 10,17, or 2
' miore nches. The worship took. place in an area of th
-abode cilled living {5ic) but was later transferred to
“dhen ord'en, and consisted of ritual imbibing of qua
“ties -of - fermented “and -non-fermented -beverages, an
-~ the sacréd eating of specmlly prepared and ntually pre
: ,pared foods: There are found references, in’this &ra;’
~. the new cult’ replaced the old; ‘not, however, without "
- incorporating miany -of the ‘older forms of worshlp A
- priesthood of Admen or Ad man seemed to gain: contro] S
‘over most of the affdirs of ‘the: tribe=<religious, ‘econ- -
oniic; ‘and ‘political, ‘M’ Adaton” Aveniie® became the

Z;But durmg the trans;tlon penod stnfe was rampant
S and again much biood was shed: Most scholars see the
<+ so-calted Civil War as the tribal memory of what must
- have “been a protracted -series “of .local’ religious wars,

~these ‘were, is difficult to' determine. The Admen pro

50 the rich-sought to gain favor by the- mu]tlphc:ty:*of--
- their - shrines; ‘and - the claboratéhess of - the 'wors P
" -areas. The gu]hble massés believed. that: the fetish did-
- appear, even, to some more favored, in live color. It :
- -clear; however, that this was all dccomplished by 4 8|
“ful 'manipulation of mirrors; and was done for the eco
‘nomic ‘motives which fnrked be}lmd all M’Adaron A
Lonue’s niachinatiofs.

" The worship of Freedom) Aton was changed to Free- e
dom of : Worship, -ascribed, with the newer - Freedom .
of Press, to the ‘mythical Foundmg Hero-Fathers jn a -~ -
document “called “the  William of ‘Rights® The super-: .
-onatural ‘nature’of the Sun/Freedom/Aton was discred-
. Uated, and the  Admen  suggested - that hatural “causes .
":."';'-could account for all -phenomienia.” A~ Commission- for
- this purpose ‘wis - established “and  this really- marked - :
i "theend of. the" old ‘beliefs. It was caﬁed the Atomc

B thls priestly tribe; and they used the Teevee fetish as an
- “instrument to ‘cast-fore or forecasi the successions of the
“Presidents, and to mampuiate the favor of the ‘heirs
L apparent

~~hand, the Teevee fetish fostered a lack of intelligence

“soon lost its constructive abilities. Whatevér moral fiber
.+ these people possessed was therefore, soon- undermme :
e v This-led ‘to" easy congquiest from without, and gradual
0 Of Jcourse, basu:ally ‘an Atomc outlook both e 'd
Sy . ‘- -deterioration” of this civiliz
ke ;_hgmuv. and scientific, is _UI’]O-dElSth in nature. _Thxs could S this civilization from within. y
S ot suit the Adrrer Tribe, sice their progress to power -
SV : L > o oI - . .-amon hations, unt
".“'depended upon division :and strife, both in ideas-and m - & il recently, when their small remnant
- fact. They, therefore began a clever campaign to-divide
' the religious from the scientific, and then to isolate the -~
- scientists “and “sever- ‘their normal-ties to- every-day life. -
' They -did, however, use ‘the scientists and ‘science, to

~discredit the oid«estabhshed views," and 1o shake behef

* has taken to’ refurblshmg theu' fableq and preachmg a
- mew -hope for rebirth:

astray by these fabrications, for: “THE" TRUTH I‘§ FRUI.Y
:STRAN’GER THAN FICTION, - o s iy

Lo “They therefore ‘had the scnent:sts buﬂd A ton-Smash- e
o ers,-and other: high . energy machines “which - “proved” -
- thiat the old*Afon ‘was not teally ‘one, ‘but was truly
7 poly-deistic. ‘There were Electroms, Protoms, nesoems,
" and miany, many, others. The ‘complexities “of ‘the sei~ -
“entists isolated them from the ordmary people and ren- i

ST e for Krms Hatomh, dueto the lack of &

> _Requests keep pounng in from Eretz stroel i

‘a Teevee Dinrier and Teevee Snacks, although what

claimed that the fetish would appear to the faithful, and -

- The political side of life came also lnto the hand of

~Having thus gamed control the Admen conunue to
to the inherent weaknesses of their teaching. On the one

and ‘original thinking. ‘On-the other hand, - the isolated
scientific- community;. a’ servart of the-governing tiib

And sothey have remained, ‘a ‘miserable mmon

- And . therefore “our warning: Let no one be ed

SlFREl TORAH -
are urgently needed for:

new Y&shuwm in Eretz stroei

-
~some -telling of settlements using ‘a Chumash"

Sefer Torah

X you: know o:f any Sefer Torah avaﬂable for
snch a holy purpose, piease wrlte or phoxxe"

AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA 2
5 Beekman Street ~New York. Crl’y_;




_ elomobEhezerDanzlger

‘today?” is a question which is being asked not only by
his critics of the right and of the left, but also in his
‘own - German-Jewish communities. The mere question
Js a-symptom of the suspicion that historical and geo-
-graphic changes may have made much that is Hirqchaan
‘bbsolete: As one. who does not belong to any of the
‘three groups mentioned, the present writer disagrees.

‘Hirsch’s method ‘was an emergency measure (“horaas
Sheak’) suited to the special circumstances of a Jewry
‘which ‘was not only on the threshold of Reform and
;assimilation,. but also culturally and geographically
jisolated from the mainstream of Torah-true population.
‘What was appropriate to the West was deemed a threat
fo Eastern Jewry. Classical Orthodoxy in the East had
to be shiclded from the influence of a modified, relaxed
Orthodoxy. So ran the argument. E

2To our everlasting sorrow, the East 1o Iongcr exists.
‘Eretz Yisroel is only geographically in the Middle East;
culturally it is no less Western than the United States
and Great Britain.’ Nevertheless, the spiritual heirs of
the Fast maintain that the growth of the Yeshivos in

ulations of the present-day West makes the temporary
solution of Torah im Derech Eretz no longer necessary.
Yeshiva growth has reduced that concept to an ana-
chronism, . an heroic chapter in the history of Jewish
survival, a glowing tribute to a great and saintly leader.

to the .point where it can dispense with Hirschianism
and embrace the full Orthodosy of the East. Thus argue
the critics of the right today. -

" The -critics of the left agree on the - anachromth
nature of Hirschian thought in relation to a maturing
Western Orthodoxy, but for opposite reasons, IFor them
Hirsch’s Torah im Derech Eretz was merely a transi-
tional stage between the old ghetto and the total in-
volvement in present-day life, which is, or should be,
the goal of modern Orthodoxy ‘Hirsch advocated famil-
iarity -and contact with -Western culture, but an ac-
ceptance of only those aspects which met the standard

. RABBI SuELoMon ELIEZER DANZIGER is a Rebbe at the
“Mesivia Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch.
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o The Relevance of
Rabbl Samson Raphael Hirsch

oW RELEVANT 15 RABBT SAMSON RAPHAEL HIrscH .

~Critics of the right have always maintained that Rav .

the large, concentrated, and successful Orthodox pop-

Western Orthodoxy has developed Jewishly; matured

In Our Tlme iz

B of an unchanomg Divine Torah There was a4 dxchotomy L
‘between an unchanging Torah and a dynamic, chang- -
ing culture. What is required today,. dccording to the = -
- vanguard of the left-wing, is-complete immersion in
. .modern society, ‘sociologically, . psychologically, and
-~ philosophically. Dichotomy must give way to an organic
. interplay between Torah and Derech Eretz—a dialogue. - o
~Through this confrontation a mutual influence will en- =
sue that will creatively affect Torah values in relation to
~culture. No longer would an absolute preexisting rule = - -
or concept be applied to a societal circumstance. In- .-
- .stead these would, by confrontation, join together to~
~create a new legal or conceptual standard. These critics -
of the left say they accept the divine origin of the Torah .
.—for they consider themselves Orthodox—bui their
.concept of halakhic development is not one of applica- .~~~
‘tion of the received corpus of Torah Shebbeal Peh to

new circumstances, but rather evolution of the corpus

- itself in Jaw and in concept. Since they nevertheless call .~

themselves -Orthodox and halakhic, it should come . as

- no surprise that they also inveke the Hirschian motto .
~of Torah im Derech Eretz. ... o -

" In the German-Jewish communities the response t0 -

- new conditions has varied. Some maintain Torah im -

.- Derech Eretz unchanged from the dominant form it .
““took in the past among the majority of its adherents'in

Europe. Some have gravitated towards the left. Others, -
impressed by the success of the Yeshivos, their intensive

study methods, and by the external signs of Chasidic

piety or the spiritual depth of Lithuanian Musar, have

“joined the critics of the right. The weaknesses of their 7

“own Western tradition are magnified, its strengths min- =~

- imired, while the process is rever%ed w;th regard to the
: newly-ddoptcd position.

. There is no intention here to enter mto an’ 1deoiog1ca1"-_ O

" controversy with the critics of the right, whom we love

and respect, and who, following eminent authorities of

" the East, reject for themselves the principle of Torah -~ -
im Derech Eretz. In relation to ourselves, however, we .
say as did the Ramo to the Maharshal, when the for- -~
- mer ‘was criticized for his philosophical studies: “It is .~
an old difference of opinion among the -authorities” .
- (mahalokes veshanah bein hahakhamim) -— SHEELOS
- UTtaesHuvos Ravo, 7. Tet it be clear that the Hirschi-




recoghized before thers: can be any appra.lsal of the .
levance of R Hirsch’ today
"The: first of “thése facts is- that Rav lesch rhd Hoi

Torah Judaism comprehensively. To-Rav-Hirsch 5731,
"C_Iassmal Orthodoxy.

Derech-Eretz priniciple miust -be ‘applied to the context

~of ‘Lithutanian-bornRabbi -

. '.'-:_shuvos‘ Seridei Esh):-

'ddf,'e of ihe Torah sources. But’ lhe direction 4nd the o

i goa{ set by the great téacher remain valid”

5722)

dn dlSCipleS de51red intensive Talmudic training, |
-with tragic results for Rav Hirsch's concept.. :

- batim;:Rav Hirsch acquainted “his followers, especially
“throiigh_his Torah” Commentary,. with’ manifold: halak-
“hic conicepts 'of the Talmud and Rishonim. These wen
supplemented by an analysm of the underlying spiritua
“concepts. This -was done 50 - ‘masterfully and compre-
. hensively that one: ‘who studies the Commentary carefu
-1y -dlmost -gaing; through thlS second&ry source,: a'Tal
s mucﬁc edircation:Almost! -

‘conceive: of [his” systemi. as ‘a temporary, . emergency .-
‘measure. Any- objective reader of R. Hirsch’s ‘manifold
‘works realizes that'they contain, not-a “horaas shaah,” .
but o sérious -attémpt -of & gpiritual giant ‘to formulate

‘his' conception was- not a: ‘modified “or rélaxed  Ortho-
‘doxy, ‘but "a ‘retorn’ to the fu]iness and breadth of'-_'-'._

“The second basic fact to be stre';sed because much

i S backa -sémicassimilated, - Jewishly-isolated - community
“confusion results from ignoring it; is that the Torahim' .- y y

< to full Torah observance ‘and commitmeit. He' would,
“of ‘course; stress Torah Shebbikhesav as his basie text:

o He would introduce ‘the coneepts:and ‘rules ‘of Torah
‘particular 'mold -of .the: past is. mherently cotitradictory = - -

~and antithetical 10 its underlying concept. In the words: .
Yaakov-Yehiel Weinberg of -~
- UMontreaux  (educated in Slabodka; forrier head of the
. Rabbinical Seminary of Ber}m author of Sheelos Uthe-_-‘

_.bf doday's ‘Derech Eretz.. ‘To freeze the principlein’a’ -

Shebbeal Peh only in conjuriction with the:former. This
- is:the-necessary smethod of . rcbulldlng “The ‘extent” to
~which ‘Rav Hirsch did this was massive, but he could d

~no more. Intenisive ‘stady -of Gemara’ takes a lonv tire
0 develop ina renewed community. -

. The preseat-day- Jew~»——to the extent that he s not &e- S
g voted to Limud haToral dnd to'the Jife of the Yeshivass'' "
{“is"boiind by ‘4 thousand ‘ties to modern -calture, He ds
.- bound through business; industry, and commutial ‘affairs, -
~ias -well as through education and professional fraining in” 7
" the ‘schools and uhiversitiss: ‘Words, siphs; and tears witl =7~
ot change this faet. The solutions being suggested by the
2 small-imindéd ‘and the short-sighted will not save a con-
- fuséd generation. My advice s that 'we learn from a great SRR
-2 teacher in Israel ‘who faced ‘the -challerige ‘very success-
S fullylCertainly - his - educational -method ‘and approach =
2 require a new: formuldtion which is better “siited to the
i "L‘ondmbrﬁ of the day'and Ib' the .fpli’it'lial n"’eds of Jéws” :

. ﬁ.other areas of Torah study; _dem'mds intensive study
Talmud as the midgin prevccupation of anediicated: Iew,
“atleast in hig Teisure time (Rambam, Talmud Torah 1

- which ‘must rémgin- the ideal.  Amy Orthodde'W'hidh
“modifies this ideal Has ‘ipso facto modified its: Ortho-
" doxy: Before the Hirschian community had resched ‘the

" possible; a kind of Torah im Derech Eret: had already
< grown’up ‘which" had; to some ..extent,'-_dispen'sed'-rWit
' ._-'-the above«mentzoned 1deal not on]y in prqctlce but as

( Torarlr Halravwm, in ﬂre anﬂro!ogy, HARAV S R- S
“"HiRscH, MISHNATHO VESHITTATHO Ezra, Jerusalem, LT

- The present witer has- shown e!sewhere (CLARIFICA-. e
..-_:._TION oF  Ri-HiRsCH's - CONCEPTS, - Tradifion; Nol. .6,
- No. 2) that it is nor R.'Hirsch’s theoretical educational © -~
o program as expressed in his writings that requires a new .
" “formulation; but the way the program had to be carried =~ 0
ooutin: practlce Out ‘of sheer necessity. However, Rabbi R
" Weinberg is fight in pointing out that one of the salient =~
- features of our changed Jewish milieu is the ability-and ©
"« the .desire” of ‘the youth of ‘today’s mature ‘Western Or 0
. thodoxy by themselves to:*'go back ‘tothe sources of -
v Judaism—<Terach, Shas, -Midrash,” -as R. Hirsch -de- " was in-no way related to the fundamental .concepts of.
;= "manded in his Eighteenth Letter. Originally this was not .
o possible for R Hirsch’s -community,. nor “for -other 7.
. Western - Communities. . Intensive -Talmudic' study -has~ -
v ._:ﬁnally come to the United States only after seventy-five ©

yeara of preparatory ground-work In Gcrmany the _":had to be pursued only by adoptmg the basm ouﬂook of::

. the amazing renewal of Orthodoxy in Germany. Al this

- Because of the tack of Talmudic training of his baal

Imagine a° dynam'ic"i.r'a'b'bi' téda‘y -ééaiaﬁwi- winn

- However, - Classical - Orthodoxy, w.tzhout neolectmg
o of

“12):-This is ‘the ideal;-which"is niot ‘attained by ll; but

educational level that made intensive study of “Tatmud

PR the end of the nmeteenth century the word ch!n
. ;va, to-the averdge :Orthodox German Jew, denoted some
" thing that belonged to Past history.: When Rabbi Hirselr’

.~ successor, Rabbi Salomon: Breuer, scon after taking office
" i the Spring iof ‘5650, calied for the establishment of

" Yeshiva—this “cull - was by “no mheans recéived - with et
~ ~thusfasm fit-ail ‘guarters. Some’ of the loyal adhefents of
- Rabbi - Hirsch -misundersiood - the * teachings ~and - prin--
- ciplesof ‘their spirittal menitor ‘and saw in a‘Yeshiva ‘ar
unkriown ‘insfitittion; the: founding . of which’ wounld
: .'1somethmg of an “East Buropean developmest’ quite for.
' eign-to them: (THE anxrun“r YESHIVA; Dayan Dr
" “Posen, - RaBBLDR.: JOSEPH - BREUFR JUB]LEE VO!_UME
‘Feldheim; . New York 1962)." :

~The fact also produced mewtab}e s;de—ef‘fects desplte

Rav Hirsh concerning -Torah Judeaism.  Unfortunately,
~however, the illusion had ‘already been created that'in-
_tensive Talmudic study was not in harmony with ‘Rav
Hirsch’s concepts, and-that to be consistent such stud
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-Rav Hirsch. Thus :those who ‘could have brought the
Torah im Dérech Eretz of Rav Hirsch to its highest

_j-great Rav and his concept.:

._.chalienge and the relevance of Rabbi Samson Raphael
‘Hirsch today. Conditions are now favorable for a Torah

cupation,-at least in leisure time. Some fruit of this
-excellent vineyard is already visible; it compares favor-
-ably in various ways with the fruit from other vineyards.

until the end of secondary school would be intensive
‘Talmudic training, without, however, neglecting Torah,
Neviim - Ukesuvim, ‘and related areas of Torah study.

knowledge by the most economical means by Orthodox,

with the Torah and from the context of its all-encom-
passing view. Limud HaToreh would be clearly ikkar,

-.eﬁectzvely taught. .

= After this secondary sehool educataon ‘many’ ‘would
'chooqe t0° go on to-business or to the professions, and
Talmudic . preoccupation would be left for their free
timie. -Before pursuing their professional training, they
would probably devote a year or two exclusively to im-
proving their Talmudic competence. .
-youth, we would point out that this is the general
course, “for not all can ascend to the high level of
exclusive - -preoccupation with the Torah,— and this is

das Rabbi Shimeon ben Yohai, but did not achieve suc-
¢ess, which implies only when done by the many”
{Beur “Halachoh to Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim,
156, wherein it is stated: “Afterwards one should en-
‘gage in his worldly ocupations, for all Torah study with-
out worldly occupation must in the end fail and become
the cause of sin; for impoverishment will lead one to
transgress G-d’s Will.™).

their profession—Torasan ummanusan—-for -there
‘can at all times be found individuals who successfully
carry out such a program. In this vein the Rambam
<writesdin Chapter 13 of Shemittah and Yovel: ‘Not only
“the tribe of Levi, but anyone in -the world whose in-
clination and mind lead him to separate himself {from
worldly occupations] and to stand before .Hashem, to
serve Him and to know Hlm -anyone who walk% up-

20 i Tm: IEWISH OBsmwa

one.wh’ _walks uprlghtly as G—d made h:m, whe throw_ ofE the y _ke of _h' ma' fol':

a]culatmns wlnch ‘the sons’ of men have 1nvented S he comes sancuﬁed as most holy'
the East and by rejecting -the fundamental concepts of -

fulfillment, tragically—and needlessly-—abandoned their

The confusion persists to this day, and herein le the
‘im Derech Eretz practised by talmidei chachamim cap- .
‘able of -and committed to intensive Talmudic preoc- :

~The ideal program of such a Torah im Derech Eretz - '

There would be the most effective instruction in general = ..

Torah-oriented teachers, who would teach in harmony -

‘with general knowledge auxiliary and secondary, but

In guiding our -

‘covered by the statement of Berakhos 35b: Many did

“On the other hand,. so:ﬁe would make the Torah :

,nghﬂy as G:d made him who throws oft the yoke of
“the manifold calculations which the sons of men thave .
_invented—any -such man becomes - sanctified as most -
" holy. Hashem will be his portion and inheritance in the |
" eternal world, -4nd will grant -him in this world a meas-
ure sufficient for his needs, as He granted the Kohanim - -
-and Levites’” __-(Beur'Ha!achoh,' -ibid.}. For those who -
~--_choose this path, higher institutions- of learning ‘would -

- be established to teach Talmud on-the highest - quahta»_
. tive and quantitative level. In loyalty to the Torah im: -~
" - -Derech Eretz ideal they ‘would still maintain an interest.

- in general thought and affairs; and relate to-them. They .-
“ would do the same after becommg the recogmzed Torah"_: o

avthorities.- S
In choosmg the path best suxted to them our’ youth'; :

" would not be coerced by authority, philosophical out- -

“Took, or the personal iriclination of others into any'de- -
cision. 'They would choose according to their own incli- * -
nation, -personality, -ability, and opportunity, under ex-
- pert guidance. Theré would be no sense of compromise -
in choosing the general -course,:as there often is today /0
~ .-among non-Hirschians. A sense of compromise vitiates =

one’s Torah outlook and breeds further compromises. .

All would strive to serve the Divine purpose faithfully;

- all would help build a healthy Torah community, which
has always been based on many and varied occupations, -
-But ‘intensive Talmudic .preoccupation . would be -the .-
- free time activity of all, and those whose Torah would =~

- be ummanusan would be considered the most valued
resource of the community, members of the highest of -
"all professions..

This mature form of T omh im Derech Eret6 _Would

- perhaps prevent the present trend towards the polariza- -

tion of Orthodoxy into, on the one hand, a camp that

completely rejects modern culture fo the point of no .

contact and no meaningful interest, .and, on the ‘other,

the left-wing’s total immetsion in modern life -and - g

thought-—according to the theory “oulined  above—

“which leads only to ‘the rejection of Orthodoxy in its -
- - classical sense and halachic concept. The highest calibre - -
-of Torah :competence - and -authority coupled with.a
true conversance with the modern -context of life and =~
__-thought, which would characterize this ideal camp of -
‘.Torah it Derech Eretz,-would generate vocal and re-

spected .representatives of true  Torah . Judaism, who
would displace the present and the aspiring left-wing

. usurper‘; _
- This, in one: ‘man’s v;ew s the relevance of Rabbl S

: Samson Raphael Hirsch today. : The goal has not been ..
. achieved to date. It is ‘worth},r of our utrn()st effort: and .
©strivings. . - : : o




‘lectual life of America: 1n the mad scramble: to'be s

:ha\_re Jewxsh themes and hw;sh heroes
_'.Perhaps the - best-known ‘and host wxdely—

'o_vel Herzog (kamg, 1964) e _
'_So far has this new cult ‘of Jew1shness"grown that

-'31'-:_Savmg grave is_that he is “one- zOhth Jewish. D

~ inio American speech.

ly becominig-an ‘outsider i in his ‘own cultural milien.

where he wﬁl be oni the morrow. -

: the excitement: of peace'-fadcd away that the spectre
" -the ‘mushroom seloud ‘came into ¢learer focus:an
- fused to let the winds blow it away. Fear and: msecurlty
~became the Tot of all mankind; the Jew was no longer
~alone-in h1s Golus aIl of mankmd way not shar
: '_w1th i '

-_SOMETHING STRANGE- '1<; 'HAPPENING 1IN 'THE lNTEL-'

‘1o be “with'it,” which permeates even the ‘thinking and
riting of the intellegentsia; the jowly Jew, long the butt
of hostile humor and satire; has become’a cultural hero. -
“Yéws have written many of the beet—seﬂmg novols whlch’" '

2 dl'scu'ssed'; : --5._'_banncr of Ameiican youth; expressing themsélves
Jew in" Ametica today . i€ -Moses” Herzog, who docsn’ t__[:
“éven exist—except between the covers ‘of Saul Bellow s ';'1'

~sotts of ‘aberrations;  from -drug -addiction and sexual
“ promiscuity ‘to extremist political agitation” - The’ foot-
“lessriess and the homelessness ‘of the: youth,—who: have
- miore to fear trom “the Bomb —Has worked its way'_
“ o the adult populatxon and now ‘hovers ‘over ail /

icans. It'is not the “fear and trembling” of the’ philosc
-_':phers, but-a fear ‘based on-the hatsh facts of 1if :
“'woild ‘with a growing’ stock-pile ‘of nuclear: weap
Cwith mcreasmg charices that they may be used

: sze'-magazme devoted: its weekly essay on. June 25,
'-.'1965 16 exploring the nature ‘of “The New : ‘Amefican”
=~ Jew” and hi§ growing infitience (mtrusxon‘?) in-Amer-.

""'f_lcas ‘cultural = Hife. It is -no " longer s*urpr:smg” they -
S write (the‘essay g unsngned) “to find Jews'in the Cabi~-"

-~ net; ‘the :Supreme Court or the World Series” Poet =
"~ touch with-the G4 of Tsrael, but they have re-discov-

ered - the “reality - of - Jewish- homelessnéss: Often

Robert Lowsll, who ‘traces his’ lmeage back - tothe .

“Harly’ Amencan Towells, boasts, Time: tellsns; that hig o !
swheroes, of anticheroes;” are’ }ewq groping” for roots pu

i gléd by their continued anxiety over alien
- American’ Jews are” cxperlencmg ‘A tew acceptance' . v Y, ation m as

. - ciety - which ‘has hi
and even admiration. Tt is-said of a prominent actiess: Y granted -them freedom and at le

" superficial; aceeptance. Mouthmg thie “anxiety of thei
~authors; these  fictional Jews appear 1o~ have' rejected
" the' G-d of their fathers and His Torah. Théy find Jew

whose riame  and. riose testify to:her Jewishness; that
“only a ‘decade ago they would ‘both have-had to submit
to-surgery. The mass media use more arid more Yiddish -
words and Ylddzshssms whlch are const'mtly ﬂowmai“.

o ish tradition irtelevant and the ‘way of Life of the’shiete
- they find amusing.. Yet at tirmes' they seém to'sense
S : [ their being cut ‘off from this 'way" of life a clue to thei

~ WHAT 1§ THIS NEW " FASCINAT}ON WITH THE JFW AND -~ anxiety. While “they ‘manage to ‘make use -of Jewis
Jewishness and ‘does’ it have ‘any relevance fo Torah
Jewishness? Otie can only speculate; but ‘we- dofeel it -
i a phenomenon which we' cannot ignore, and which”
may “have deep significance to the ‘Torah Jew, to the
alienated Jew,-and to the non-J ew-who feels he is slow- -

~they are: re;ectmg "Torah; - they -are often re]ectmg_
“Cdistorted imageof Judaism - covered ‘with ‘an ‘ovérlayio
;-:_'-:Christoiogieal concepts: acquired in the oriversities an
o -;m the Christian-milieu in which they live and: work.
"_For two thousand YC‘ITQ the ‘Jew ‘has been m -Golus.
Our Golus has déep spiritual significance; it'is not the o 1mm1grant Yews who failed 10" give: their children
exile that has-been experienced by otheér nations and -
peoples. Nevertheless, exile as-a humarn éxperience can
also be understood in- non-theologlcal terms:. The man
in“éxile’ knows he 1§ ot in his own-home; heé s cons
'stantly aware that he may be driven out of h1s tempors -
ary dwelling (the symbolism’ of the Succoh); he cannot.. *cut off from the body’s flow of blood has niot bect un
‘escape the fear and insecurity - wh:ch makes uncertam_ -~ done. The Jew cut off £romn the life-giving flow of Torah_
. e Tawho then expetiences @ stirring of Jewish conscionsnes
.'_WHEN THE FIRST  ATOMIC" BOMBS EXPLODED OVER'.';'
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Western world was elated

:'_that a long and bloody war was’ over It Was 1ot untnl o

- the life<line: of ‘Jewish.-destiny. :Modern” medicine has
<found it poss:ble at times to revive a humian body’ whic
“wag” clinically ‘dead,’ only to:find that the damage t

“““soul and Jewish sensitivity, which, while it is.not n’repa
; _-_able, can’ be restored only through qHHnersion m th

“In recent ycars fear and msecunty havc ‘be
in all

- Many of the new Jewish writers: appe‘n‘ o have los

‘words.and even Torah concepts, they betray: an abys"
ignorance-of authentic Jewish teachings.  Thinking that

Many of ‘these writers are the sons and. grandsons 0

understanding of Torah; thereby cutting ther off fro

‘the brain- sustained duririg the brief period ‘when'it was.

is ‘the victim,. uibeknown to-himself, of damage to- hlS.:
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«confusion over his-identity and his préeoccupation with

hilip Roth - (BREAKTHROUGH/McGraw Hill). Jews in
an affiuent suburban community suddenly find that the
Jewishness they left behind them has followed them to
‘Woodenton® A refugee from Nazi persecution has come
to-town, -black kapotra and all, and has opened a yeshiva.
“'d Yeshiva . . ..in Woodentor” one of the local Jews
¢rys out in anguish, .“If I want to live .in Brownsville
Pl live in Brownsville.” The Jewish attorney who
is assigned by his co-religionists to get rid of the yeshiva
““jts presence is said to violate the zoning laws—has no
UCCess. Fmally, in desperat;on, he writes to the head-
jmaster . .
o Woodenton hm Iong been the home of well-
: to-do Protesmnrs It is only since the war that Jews
“have been able to buy property here and for Jews
oand Gentiles to -live beside each other in amity.
" For this adjustment to be made both Fews and
“Gentiles alike have had fo give up some of their
" more extreme practices in -order not to threaten or
- offend the other . . . Perhaps if such conditions had
~ivexisted in prewar Europe, the persecution of the
~.:Jewish people could not have been carried out.

drop the charges of violations of the zoning code if the
follow.mo conditions are met:

“to the Yeshiva grounds .

-2, Yeshiva personnel are welcomed ‘in - the
; '--_streets and stores of Woodenton provided they are

“attired in clothing usually associated with Amer-

=0 ican life in the 20th cenmtury. :

' Ell ‘the attorney, receives the foilowmg reva

Mr Peck: =
- The suit the genﬂeman wears is all he s got

. Sincerely, -

them off to Tzuref who puts one on and wanders
through -the streets of the town. El, ridden with guilt,
confusion-and the many disturbances that Jewish char-
acters are ridden with, puts on Tzuref's black suit and
black hat—which Tzuref has sent him in exchange—
and in this garb visits his wife at the hospital where
their first son has just been born. The story ends as Eli,
:‘the fanatic, is sudbued by two hospital attendants.

: “one vank. Then a needle slid under his skin. The

22 - Tue JEWISH OBSERVER el

ERHAPS TYPICAL OF ‘THE | JEWISH INTELLECTUALS _ g
-Roth 'sad, patheti¢ ‘Roth-=heirs to the light -and ‘the .~
Golus,is a short story, “Eli, the Fanatic,” written by . glory of Sinai, -and able t0 see’ oniy the b!acknese Of
hilip 1 ' 'in . their Jewishness:. T e
- NOT ONLY HAVE THE JEWISH NOVELISTS AND CRITICS -
- become -American -cultural heroes, but they are re-
..-garded as spokesmen for Judaism in spite of—perhaps =~
"~ for some because of———thur alienation from Jeth be-
- lief : : o
The Gentile fascmat:on for the Jew becomes even
- ‘more strange then, if our theory has merit. The goy i
- looking for an answer to his own-alienation; he seeks .
“Instruction in how one lives in golus; he hopes that the

: : “The attorney declares the willingness of his clients to )

w0 The religious, educational, -and social activi- .- .
- tes of the Yeshiva of Woodenion will be confined

-~ 'Leo Tzuref, Headmaster .

- Eh packs sevmr'al of his “I. Press” ‘suits ‘and sends

i they ‘tore off his jacket—it gave so easily, in

Onie” crys for E]I, sad, pathet:c Eh' and one ¢rys for

Jew can push aside for him- the -clouds that have

“eclipsed ‘G-d.” But he is like -a cat whosc eye has -

- “caught sight of a fish in a glass bowl and whose nose has .-

~-caught its scent. But as he presses his nose against the

“- ‘glass he can go no further, and the diffraction of the -~

- light hitting -the ‘water even dlstorts the 1mage of his 7

Cobjective. :

Authentic Judalsm Torah has much to oﬂer the'__'-' E

g Elis and the Roths: it has much to say to the goy—who~ -
.- -finds himself in golns. But the Roths, the Bellows and "~

the Malamuds are fumbling with their Jewishness and -

. their Gentile readers are buying an adulterated produet, .-

‘More paradox: It is the Christian theologians who are . -

" ‘turning to what ‘they -call the “Old Testament ” In tht. s

words of Time's perceptive essay:

&<

" But the writer quickly slips back to the-cliches-of

modernlsm “This confrontation is not primarily with

the minutiae of the Law but with the God of the Cov- |
enant and with the expectation of the Messiah’s coming =

_for the -transformation of mankind.” He cannot ap- o

" 'matter, and consequently theé universe; is composed of
the minutiae of the particles of the atom, 50 too is Jew- . =
_ishness composed of the mlnutlae of Tomh whlch one ;.
 must “confront head on.’ :

It was said of Pascal that sewed ms:de hlS coat was
-aslip'of paper which bore the words, “God of Abraham, - -

Isaac and Jacob~—and not the .god of the philosophers.”

- Would that our intellectual brothers would forsake the -
- god of the philosophers—it is this god who is eclipsed
" .~—and seek out the G-d of their fathers. This they must .
struggle for, this they must ach1eve else,in the words @~
. how, when the time -
. ~“comes, will the Malamud of 2065 know that he is -
Malamud.” . . o s

of critic Stanley Kauffmann, *

Y J

.-some of the same events and trends that have o

rnoved Christian scholars back to the Old Testament =
" have ‘moved young Jews back ‘to-the Bible—not as :

. something to be reinterpréted and expldined (ovr em-

) phasis) but as the Word of God, tobe confronted head =~ -



R Elzyalm M . Blocb iy

'Rabz Yehoshua of Slchmn sald in" the namé of Rabi.
. Levi: In'the past when ‘a'man did a mitzvoh the prophet
-~ would “record :it; now;: when ‘soméeone - does a- mitzvoh -
" who records, 1t'7—-«-EIzyoku and - MelechiHamoshiach:
- “syrite it down and ‘the- Holy Oné sets His seal to' their
-.-_work This' wé find in the verse . (Malachi - 3,-16)
- Then they that feared the Lord spoke one with another
" and the Lord hearkened, and ‘heard, and - Bookﬁ"f-'

___j_'Remembrances was written- befoire Him for them’ that
“fegred the Lord “and- that thoughr upon hrs name. :
(Mzdrash Rus Ch.:5).
-+~ The ‘Midrash" requxres some - explamtion Is it onlyf
“for the sake of having one’s good deeds recorded in'the
~Torah that a pérson should do'a mitzvoh wholehearted
Ay? Of course, thereis an infinite difference  between:
~having one's name ‘written in-the Torah which i Jis above
" ‘time”and space, .and havmg it ‘written in" a newspaper-
~Swhich after ‘a short while is discarded in & trash pile
~However, even ‘the expectation of such a reward shout
-not be a motive i fulfilling the Divine’ Will.” We must
~also’ understand the relaﬁonship of the reward. of ‘having
-one’s deeds perpetiatéd in ‘the Torah, to the: recordmg
~in‘the ‘Book of -Remembrance ment;oned in the conm
"_cludmg part’ of the -Midrash.

Tt would seem that thére 15 a ‘more profound ex
: planatlon of the Midrash. - When we -examiné the: his-

e, - “torical portions ‘of the Torah; we are struck by the fact
ELrvAHU MEIER BLOCH, ‘7”3? was one of i :

_ . - ‘that certain évents in the lives: of ‘our patriarchs” a
- thé outstanding Torah leaders ‘and” thinkers of our time..

e orelated im great detail, whereas whole- petiods: of ap-
o thirty five years, as Telshe Rosh Yeshiva, he deliv- . parently great historic importanice are entirely ofmitted.
- éréd Shiurei Daas, one of ‘which i presented -below: "o For example, the history of ‘Avraham bégins when: hé
' This adaptation ‘and translation was made available to -~ s already 74 years old! . 'The: life -of -Moshe, frorm' the

us by the Alinni 'As'stjciation’"éf'T_e]shk:'-__Yeshivai oage of 13 tntil the age of 80; is almost a “complete

——————— . DlatK despite the fact that there is ‘atradition that he
Rabi Yitzhok said: When a-man does a mitzvoh, he relgncd for forty years as king of Ethiopia. ~ =
--i'?‘Should do it"wholeheartedly.  For, had Reuven known' .. The -_truth of ‘the -matter_ is that the Torah’s standard
" that the’ Hoiy One would write about hifn: and Reuven -~ of history differs greatly from that of historians. His-

heard “and ‘saved hiri: (Yosef)  from: their ‘hand, he - tory, as the Torah sées'it; is not ‘merely a chronological

Swonld have carried ‘him- on - his-shoulder to his father. - record of past everits: The Torah—which i the Book
- And; had “Aharon known -that ‘the Holy - One would .- of Creation—=records only those events which bring the
o writé -about him? Behold he will come ‘out 1o ‘meet you world closer to its intended goal.”: Tust as  the work 0
“*“dnd when e sees you, he will rejoice in his heurt, he'__'_ _-'_'-Cre'ttlon Js -expressed ‘in. the letters of “the "Torah, 50
o would: have ‘gohe out ‘to meet himi (Moshe) -with music - ~do those acts . which influence the wotld’s course toward
- “and dancing.. And had Boaz known that the Holy One | its ultimate climax, record themselves boldly, regardles

“ywould write : about him: And he reached her (Ruth) : :'.:3 “of their seerming insignificance,’ on the Eternal Tablet
i parched corn, .and ‘she ate ‘and ‘was satisfied, he Would o Thus, a person of the stature of Moshe ‘Rabeini fule
have feasted her wzth fattened caives Rabz Kahan and : an emplre for forty years and no mennon is: made 0
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as: the “Torah' sees it==is not- affected ‘However, when _j'
Boaz reaches somie -parched corn-to a Moabit béggar-

womian, he makes his mark on the Divine Record. For,
this seemingly trivial act is to Iead to that union which
will beget the royal line of Dovid, and will bring forth

doing a simple act of kindness; yet, what World‘shakmg
restlts it was to produce.
“Reuven thought he was “but actmg the part ¢f a

from the hand of his brothers. -But; did he realize the
far-—reachmg effects of the rescue of Yosef?

~poing -to greet his brother Moshe was anything more
- thian a demonstration of brotherly affection. Little was
-he-aware that,-at that time, Moshe was beset by serious
dovbis as to his own capabilities, and that his brother’s
“simple, loving act was to give him the confidence neces-
‘sary to lead Israel forth from bondage to Mount Sinai
and thus bring about the greatest developmcnt in world
history since the Creation!

; torical significance of their individual actions—had they
= réalized that they were writing passages in the Torah,
_ how much differently they would have acted!

alter the course of history. Is it, therefore, possible for
a'man to say, “That which I am doing is unimportant”?
“Fach mitzvoh should be done wholeheartedly, for, who
knows?—perhaps it is worthy of being written i the
Torah! -

‘the past when a man did such a mitzvoh, the prophet
tecorded it. Now that there is no prophet hag history

' '-;The answer is- forthcommg Nay, even in-our’ times
"~ the Divine - process continues..” Eliyohu, the messenger
" of Redemption,’ and - Melech-Hamoshiach impatiently -~
‘They are the scribes who '
: pajnstakingly record each deed which ‘hastens or delays

Melech Hamoshiach. To Boaz it seems as if he were ~

~ meérciful brother and dutiful son in trying to save Yosef -

Sureiy, Aharon could not have suspected that his -

Had Reuven, Aharon or Boaz grasped the true his- -

- Thus we see that an apparently insignificant act can

~Fhe Mldrash ‘thus -naturally raises- the question: In -
“that serveth Him not.

await the End of Days..

their mission, and the Almighty; who sees to the end of

- all times, set His seal to their work. . L
All this we learn from the closing Wwords: of the last n
of the prophets, Malachi, who, seeing that the age of
- 'prophecy was drawing to its close, passed on to stic-
.. ceeding generations the knowledge that, although there -
would be no _prophet to record -and reveal them to -
mankind, men’s deeds would nevertheless be recorded—
© 130D YIF 980 3NN yRwn 2wp. —the Iedger would
1ot be closed! =

We live in an age void ‘of prophet1c mspxrat:on We

- Have no divinely-moved scribe to record the deeds and -
" misdeeds  of men; there is no one to-give ‘men and =
- events their proper perspective:
. call Bilom a righteous man, or Yorovom -an inspired =
- religious leader, for they have already been clearly por- e
. trayed in-the Holy Writings for what they truly were. =
* . There is no mistake to-be made. Yet,.in our day, how -~
‘many Biloms and Yerovoms receive the honor dueto
. (Phavdil) -an Avrohom Ovinu or a Moshe Rabbeini? -

- .-But ‘the ‘time ‘will -yet come, says Malachi, in that- :

: '-_great and terrible day which the Almighty has set for
- His long-awaited Retribution, when the Record will be -~
: '__Iald open for all to sce. :

Then shall ye again devcern between the' rzghteous'
and the wicked, between him that serveth G-d and him -

“University Press / Cambridge, 1963.

-/ Mador Dati / W.Z.O. / Jerusalem, 1964,

s facts .on which it is based—and, oné may add, as re-
:liable-as the understanding that the author can muster
~ for these facts. One is reminded of this when reading
*The -United States and Israel” (Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, 1963, $5.95) by Nadar Safran,
“‘born in ‘Egypt, onetime Kibbutznik, later student at
" Brandeis, and now teaching at Harvard. Safran has a
- perceptwe mind whlch serves him well—as long as he

4 —_ THE JEWISH OBSFRVER

] BOOK REVIEW

THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL ./ Harvard =~
~RELIGIOUS ISSUES IN ISRAEL’S POLITICAL L1FE

A 'SCHOLARLY THEORY 18 ONLY AS RELIABLE AS THE =

does not stop- outsude his: sphcre of understandmg and :._ :_':_

.. first hand observation.

- This book is repléete with s1gmﬁcant mSightq mto the' i
nature of Zionism. “Zionism, while capitalizing on these

. -(essentially religious) links, was not a religious move-
- ment. ... In fact Zionism emerged when . . . Jews -
themsélves were endeavoring for the first time to blur =0

any religiotis elements that stressed their separateness,
0 as to be able to merge more easily among the Gen- -
tites. The Zionist program - (of seeking national sov-"

“ereignty} did not seek to reverse this trend but sought -
_rather to provide another way, in its view the only =
feasible one, to make the Jews in-all respects like -

others” (pp. 2-3). Thus, when educated Jews in East-
ern Europe lost their moorings -in traditional Judaism,

.- Zionism “provided them with the opportunity ‘to give
. up Judaism for their preferred philosophies while re-
‘maining Jews. Thus grew the multitude of hyphenated

-~ Zionist groups -with ideologies that were not merely

No -one would ‘now .~



“-dowed the practically -inspired suggestion' of -a Jewish .
2 (p.14) Another
poirit excellently made by the author is that*‘The Zion-
ist movement was able to mobilize ‘the support of most
Jews nearly ‘everywhere for one aspect or ancther of -
- its many ‘endeavors in: Palestine, which the supporting =
- groups viewed ds ends An themsélves, - but which “the .=
Zionist’ vzewed as elements of - their - nation-building -
. The - Zionists were -able toenlist -
_ the  sympathy - and support of :most - of sworld: Jewry -
- thirough few motives ‘of their own and not on the basis
of 'their comiplete - mterpretatm ‘of “the " position -and . .
“destiny of ‘the: Jews-in~ the world; This differerice ‘of
motive -and ‘approachis” at the ‘rootof the confused’
_1deolog1cal ‘wrangles ‘which: today -characterize ‘the re-
‘lations between-and among the leaders of Israel, the -

.- State with- emotional - power .

- goal” (pi3).

confusmn, C{)ntroversy, and Kulturkampf

‘author considers’ disastrots for ‘the relative stability and

he Histadrut orthe government? ;

-_-145 -6).

-ing’ rehglous Testrictions on the majority of the. popu!
 tion "and  “exacting from the:community ‘a very high
price for its desire for public peace and’ national’ umty

i 38

ith .cons1derat10ns of ‘the' practical figeds of the Jews.
-into'a new synthesis in which those needs activated the
traditional yearniiig even as they sheared it of its strictly
-~ religious content; while the yearning “for- Réturn-en= " 'far-reachmg concessions to  the réligious mmouty as

“aresilt of the ‘government’s “disinclination in- 1948

~to enlarge- these ‘concessions; “while the- secular partl
“try to trim thém down where they consider this
~tial for national welfare” and in response to'a cumul
- tive increase in -public irritation - and md:gnataon 0
g fsuch matters as the. “Yosele Affair”

“that Kohanim “are- -enjoined to marry v1rg1ns,” p. 159)

“¢an be-excused, but not -his -glaring mistatéments: of
. ‘facts. He speaks: of “a baby tefused burial in-a: cemete
~"because “it ‘was “born out .of ‘wedlock,” ’wheréas t
~“incident ‘teally concerned: the refusal to bory 4 “child
“in'a Jewish-cemetery because fie was not Jewish.: A
“‘while he  claims: that there  were “countless” gnevou

: '_--__occurences ‘of this’sort, he does not mention’ “with one
~Zionist-movement, -and spokesmen for Jewish organiza~

7 tiorls outside  Israel” :(p.23). It is obvious, as the -
 dthor himself -points out ‘(p. 149), that in partlcular S
- the: cooperatzon between those ‘'who only 1 used: religious” -
_’yeatnings in the service of Zionism and these who really
thought of “holy riation” wotuld in due course leadto

--_u—coercnon of parents ta’ send thear chﬂdren 1o secu"ia

+-family, and -deliberate anti-religious” ‘provocations suc
as orgamzcd Shabbos ‘desecration:- in compietely reh

LIKEWISE; THE AUTHOR 1S AT HIS BEST 1N~ ANALYZING"_-_
the ‘political and economic institutionsof the country.

His  chapters-on the Histadrur and its rélation to -the
government should be-made required reading :for all - -
those American. Jewish businessmen who ‘consider the
Histadrut their main purpose in life. This necessity (for
‘a throuph réorganization) ~has: been  recognized ‘for
:some time now by a few of the influential leaders of
the “Mapai: in ‘the- government” (p- 144)=buit ‘such

‘réform could lead to a:split within Mapai, which the

interference with the rehglous fréedom of the trad1t10
J-Jewseand what, -on the-other hand, ate the: cencessm'
" that supposedly had - 1o be made m thc wartim )

“the result of ‘extortion but of a clear  recognition’ b
~ Ziorist ‘leadership -(clearér, in’ fhis  fespect; than®Saf
- ran’s)-that'the religious element in the State far éxceed
~sed the 14%: ‘polled by the religious parties and tha
- refusal ‘to ‘arrive at & #odus vivendi would inevitably

“continuity of ;government in-Israel. Moreover, there lie:
“here the roots of a--possib‘le'con'ﬂicf'betwee'n.'Histadru'r " the Jewish agency, including ‘the ‘miost’ anti-religiou
and State. “What if Mapai should lose control of ‘cither L
.~ Would the leaders: .
(of the Histadrut) then be able to resist the temptation™ - of - Shabbos; Personal - statusand . educatmn would
to use their-power to unseat the government? Would . -
e goverhmerit then' resist the temptation to have re--"

coufse to ethﬂOi‘deFY measures to: protect ltSelfr’” '(P o “obvxously’ ‘does niot imply the establishment of a’the

“- minimum needs of the réligious element; in the areas

“Yet, as pomted out at the begmnmg, all the trappmgs e
~of scholarship are of no avail if the subjeét of inquiry -
‘is ot ‘understood and the’ basic: facts are not gotten,
This is-the situation _when Safranturns  to the subject
of religion ‘and ‘the State. His book- abounds in-errors -

“Pati, -

~has theocratic aspects. This involves a mlsunderstandm '
:3_ _of theocracy In & theocracy the IEIigIOUS law i in

re of the rehgmus..partles trymg to impose far-re

3%

(p. 151). He'! plctures what -he considers” the prese

rock the boat. He sees the religious parties-as stri

. Safrin’s elementai xgnorance( ‘he says, for ‘example

word the:pressures: exerted ‘upon the religious: elermen

forced autopmes agamst the wﬂl and. conwcticm of th

ditions-of 19487 _ - : :
In the first” place any concessmns made were no

: spht the nation-into" two. It ‘was for this:reason tha
prior to the establishment ‘of the ‘Stite, the leadérs of

such as Greenbaum, assured Agudath Isracl. that cert

“saféguarded in the State: :
Xt should alse be clear that such a modu' vive

“cracy. In‘a book that serves as a ‘corrective ‘to-Safran’s
work; Religious Issues in-Israel’s Political Life (Mador.
‘W.Z2.0.; Jerusalem, 1964, - Eliezer “Goldman
writes: “One often hears’ the statement that Israel today
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hose who favora true theocracy” (p. 33)..

- “Moreover Goldman points out, that the concessions-
‘made to the religious element do not involve religious
coercion.-They can be summed up under three headings:

1) .support for the religious needs of those who
‘choose to be religious (this includes support of religious
échools -and of synagogues, Kashrus, etc. through the
:Rabbinate -and Religious Councils);

‘expressed in the official limitations on pig-breeding and
n . the - acceptance of Shabbos and Yomim Tovim as
‘the public days of zest (even the U. 8. A. recognizes
-Sunday and religious holidays!), and protection of this
character of theirs by limitations ‘'on public tramporta—
tion and transaction of business;

‘signed to prevent a split in the nation (and it should
‘be-noted that, while the U. 8. A. has civil marriage,
many of its marriage laws have their roots in religious
traditions ‘without incurring the wrath of the believers
in:the separation of Church and State!)

SAFRAN AND ‘GOLDMAN THUS DISAGREE ON WHETHER
“Or not the present modus vivendi gives unfair and un-
sound advantages to the religious segment in Israel
(as:Safran feels), or represents a neutral compromise
‘that leaves -everybody’s basic position intact (as Gold-
‘man believes); and this reviewer would say that it can
‘at best be said not to make Torah life impossible in
TIsrael. The root of the religious struggle, -however, is
agreed ‘on by everybody: the fact that the State of
Tsrael .is conceived as the embodiment of a national
ideal--with secularist and Torah Jew utterly disagree-
ing what this ideal should be. More important still, it
1s also possible to agree with both Safran and Goldman
Ahdt there is a great likelihood of the present modus
vivendi breaking down in a dramatic manner. “A show-
down is due sooner or later” (p. 160), declares Safran,
‘ag the extraneous factors weaken which so far control-
Jed ‘the situation. The older generation, even when it
gave -up - Torah -observances, . still had a4 sentimental
uniderstanding for many of thém, imbued with a me-
dsure of pioneering idealism, it was prepared to accept
‘certain - restrictions for the sake of the greater good
‘even where it did not like them. All this, as Goldman
points out, is changing. The younger generation wants
its “freedom -from what it .considers alien shackles in
order to pursne pleasure or profit or both. As the gap
between it and the religious element -grows, political
manoceuvring and the existence of parliamentary coali-
tions will not longer be able to bridge it.

IS THERE A SOLUTION? GOLDMAN POINTS TO .ONE

'.25'._—' Tre JEWISH OBSERVER . -

wever, when the Tsraeli: legxsiator grants-force Sl )
he. rehglous 14w, he does 0 at his‘own diseretion and
or reasons of policy. This should be'no source of alarm -
o the secularist - and ‘no “cause .of -encouragement to . -

: .m'eans However, e s sceptic _ : :
' course will be adopted by a' Rabbinate that is devoted: -
to “cultural retrenchment” as he considets it practical
" in‘today’s Yeshivos in Israel. While this reviewer agrees ..
_-.on the importance of such a spiritual offensive; he cat< : 7.
.. egorically disagrees with Goldman’s attack on the Ye- -
- shivos.. That fact is -that ultimately the strength: of =
- the Torah is conveyed by the return to the sources, the - -
fullest immersion in the wellsprings of Torah-learning, -

- 'Moreover, this “
‘of the word, has ‘been going on for years now, as new = =
Yehivos -are created and as children are drawn -into
"-them. Vastly ‘more should -be .done in - this direction; .
" but in the best case, there can be no spectacularsolu- S
__tlon We can only trust that “‘the light which is mherent' e
- in Torah” will have its effect. P

-2} public recognition of traditional Jewish attitudes

=3) - religious ‘marriage and divorce reqmrements de-

: 'b(')ut __whether ‘this

“spiritual -offensive,” in “the true sense -

PERL'S Elatt Kosher caterers

announces that we ‘are now booking ..
SIMCHAS at the EMBASSY TERRACE in F!atbush '
. . and MENORAH TEMPLE in Brooklyn .~ .
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For your Simcha, we do o
- -things - a little nicer, e §
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- CALL: TR 5 5075
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e 6 Setnuusfrcsse. Zurich, 1"
Telephone- 270630, Tel. Address: I-Iepkobank
' -~ Telex: 53436/37. e e
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ularly in its-treatment of Orthodoxy:

--Commentmg ‘on’ the stcrzl;ty of: the'
;Iew:sh press; Eidlin: writes:

~the" mtelhgent reader’.

: 'the hke

o many - of these" newspapers. .

_ fluential ‘groups and individuals.”

WE HAVE FR£QUENTL‘( COM- -
mented “on’. the “weakness [of the
English-Jewish Press in Ametica
and its lack “of ob3ect1v1ty, partic=:

“tionaire, Eidlin ‘-contiriues,: o
still -another charge~~favored news |-
“fIsrael can:do -
‘no ' wrong'-is- the ‘way ‘ohe respon-“;.li__.
-dent summed up the general view,
- which holds -also-that news of Tsrael-

Areatrient: for Israel.

Wewere - therefore ‘pleased to read -
the article by Harold Eidlin, “The
English-Jewish Press, A New Sur-
vey” _which'_'-ap'p'eared “inthe " May, 0
1965 ‘issue :of The National Jewish .
ﬁMonthly, pubhshed “by - B’nat Brith.:

- stimjulating ‘and provocative jour-"
~nalism that can-attract: and hoid- ;

““Reading a - “typwa!” Engllsh- 5
ewish newspaper is‘often as un-- "

telephone dlrectory And, indeed S
= the” paraﬂe] is voften ~striking, as™
one’ goes through the long st -of -

only in the most favorable light,
““appears in most cases to be the State of Tsrael."
“ solereason’ for -the -existerice” of' =
: Drawmg on the replies to a- surs
ey ‘he conducted, Eidlin concludes -
hat ‘the “‘Tack ‘of controversy -is to
“avord incurring the “wrath -of - the

“‘establishment’ ~—the inevitable -in=

“needs .

" js a-typical ‘question put 16 us. Of

“With' the exceptmn of & hand_'._.ti.';-.course we do; but we feel it is our &

~ful 'of newspapers; controversy in
“the English-Jewish press is'anath- -

“ duty to draw attention to the sighifie
cant ‘weaknesses and grave dangers’
“ema: And ‘with rarely broken ans ~-evident “on -the Istaeli scene which
“iformity,- today’s - English-Jewish
. weeklies~—some ~ 45 “of ‘them fn
“about 40 ‘communities—consist=

ently fail to provide the kind of .. as ‘Eidlin pitts it; they are “frequent-

Cly over-emphasized.” It has . been -
. our position, ‘and oné of ‘our prime . f
- purposes, to: teject .the notion ‘that
“QOur
< -critics “would “have Tittle rcspect for:
/inspiring /as: perusing - the local ‘an Atnerican ‘newspaper or journal -
“‘that ‘could find ‘nothing ‘wrong with
“thie policies of the administration in- |
: --Washington: yet they fail to-see the
- names of committee members, - need for similar criticism of Israel. -
;'tea-pourers at socml events, and-:

~are -suppressed: or -not ‘even-under--’
- stood by the ‘English-Tewish - press |
- -and the -various ‘official media of the -

“Tsrael . .can - do--no' wrong.”

A press ‘which closes its  éyes to |
' oo such criticismand “dontroversy” ds
CA hsﬂng of names, and . 1ot only untiue to itself, but it per- - -y
~-forms--a distinct  disservice ‘to the | -
“We cendorse Mr.
- Eidlin’s conclusion that a:préss. “to =]
o _be-fully"_rcsponmvé to " its - readers’ <]
~must “throw “off “the”
_shacklcs of ‘pressure -groups, be
~Teatless, and: free to-criticize.”’ Such -
~a’press may not be any kinder to |
~“Orthodoxy, but it will permit Torah " | - .
-~positions_to compete - fairly . m the .

Those who rephed o the ques— .markct—place of 1deas

“raised

R n'—-.—-'—'_'._

1 - People need the fact
and from: Israel is: frequently overa'_-_._-- e : o
_emphasmed R e

 THE JEWISH ORSERVER- has often:
been taken 1io: task for voicing ‘criti-
cism of Israel.‘Don’t you-ever have * |
- anything ‘nice to say about Israel?” | -
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: Hltier_s -..Thlrd'-:Relch wa notonous

Jews.

- where a secret closely guarded from

termination program was .imple-

""were being taken to be murdered.

““for'its"massive propagarida’ machme'“_ secret from’ the German- populac :
“-and for its use of the “big Jie” tech-""
--niqué.. The -successor “to -the - Third
- Reich has found greater success-in <~
.. its-public relations campaigns by
" creating a series of myths concern-
_' ing the culpability of the” German .
~-people in the slaying of six mﬁhon

: The first of thesé myths is that -
 the crematotia and the death camps

“the German population; that the ex--

~‘mented by a hand-full of hard-core " .
‘Nazis and that the man in the street =

:-was simply not aware that his Jew- .~
-ish neighbors who were carted away -

.. If one looks at a map of Germany "
- .and the occupied territories dotted
“with indications of death camps, it -
- becomes obvious _that - their- large

‘number and the scope -of their ac-

and furthermore required -the serv=

ices’ of large numbers -of ‘civilians,:
‘not ic mention the Jarge numberof .
~:Germans - immediately involved in’. i
‘the murder of Jews. o

- Having - agreed to e.e.ta.bhsh dip-.;:"'_'

_ Jomatic relations with the State of =
“-¥srael, - West- Germany has: seized -
- 'the opportunity of creating another "
“-myth and :forcing the State of Is-
~rael to endorse its validity. . T

This new myth  concerns ‘the:

-Wehrmacht, the sacrosanct German
Army which——so the -myth ‘goes~— .:-
served Hitler with great reluctance,
only -because ‘they -were ‘good sol~ .
‘diers . of the ‘Reich.. Such -august™ -
- gentlemen’ and officers  would -cer--
““tainly have nothing to do with kiil-" =
ing Jews: it was the pasty S.S. men- "

and their ilk who did the dirty work, =
or so.the myth goes.. And just 1o

: prove the mnocence of the German

mmimmium'iut:’uiliili’:liia|||'lr|l'mlnunm'm'm

Illlll!llllll!ll

-:ff-Dont watch from the _sndelmes...

while the battle for Torah rages
-_;on all fronts the world over. e S
g : . The pace-setter for thls battle is Agudath Israel led by

.-:-the Torah authorities. -

- ening the voice of Agudath Israel through your personal g o
.- identification with independent Orthodoxy. :
e

S - for authentic Yiddishkeit.

YOU can help achieve more gazns for Torah by strength T

" The leading Torah authorities have called upd'n I&yél]éﬁs ::'::"..1:_'_'3:1_
“to join Agudath Israel and become part of the struggle e

Answer Hns call néw I > _- 5 e

Agudaﬂ: Israel of America / 5 Beekman St., New York 10038 o

21 hereby apply for membership in” Agudath Israel. Enclosed is- $800
- .for the national membership dues for the current year :

) -Nama'

....'Addrp.“._ TR
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cial units for murdering: Tews, that

:nd did not. pammpate ini ‘the mas="".

eral Repubhc ‘would “have usbe-

acceptance of one of Hitler's loyal =

that,” whilé the Germians with: their
cutonic thoroughness did have: spe

he German atmy was freé of guilt:
res. Yet, this is ‘what the Fed- e

ieve. It is contrary to the ‘evidetice;

he acceptance of Pauls over the ob- -
ections’ of Israeli ‘officials is* ample .-

evidence of ‘the’ sinister motives of ~-the ... Religious School, as it now'.i_
their Is’raél'polic'y and their desire to-
. wipe out their- past “with- polmk”'_i"'
rather than penance B :

- either with or without Krias | - step into the synaggoue for services
- Hatoroh; can be an inspir- | - themselves, salt is rubbed - into the .
ing" experlence and will | wound when- they -arrive bearmg'
- -avoid Chilul .__Shﬂbb"s- gt b ff"--'packages from---Street shopping .

ubscr:ptwn" Do'it now. |

2 in’ the’ Sprmg issue of Con
e 'servatwe Tudaism, Samuel Rosen’
“baum’ culls' sotne gems from. bul-
leting which he ‘receives from con«-_"f'_"
T gregations’ throughout the ¢ountry.
We wotld like to pass some of thcmf : ":
-:along to our" readers, =
The" spiritual - leader ‘of a: New'."'i-__
_England Conservative congregatlon-"' e
.__muses in"his" column: - ' b2 " A
DAl b e o sarya ]ustments ‘will be made .
i contrary to reason; and.yet the < Though many of | ﬂ’é‘; n’;ﬁ?;f: z " An announcement from 4 Co

péticrals s ambassador to Tstaslwill: - Juddism_in theory; and claim to"be - serVatwe_ _anesota congregau

offer ‘strong support to this ‘modern"
Gérman myth: Bonn’s-ingistence on'

'adamamly profess

- Conservative Jews, they are in pmc— reads:
L tice, very good Reform Jews .

A ‘wonder-in my heart how Iong 1'_
"__should put up with the delusion that -

sfands, has a right to continne :

It is one oj ‘the greatest mockerzes_
[ of Judaism that parerits will deliver
. and pick up “their childrén for Satur- -
A Week-duy gm- Mlhvch 1 day ‘morning sérvices, but will not =

L The bulletin - 6f ‘one of the largest a fashion show and skit, “Flora Dora

o '_'Conser'Vatlve -congregations -in- the' = Daze to the ‘Mambo Craze’ “for.
ave you renewed your 1. eountry discusses . the problem of - meeting, to be followed by ‘the rab
|-~ winning over the ¢hild to the thrée- -bi’s talk, entitled “Time’ for Toral'”
f'T_ake advantage of our“:- .- day Hebrew School - program from . ~ It is good that our Conservativ
' REE BOOK OFFER 1] ~~the -one-day -program’ ~which - they - brothers - should’ Ary “to see’ them

o says that if an parent mmts; :

v Last “call jor New Year :
‘Réservations open: to° all member
and friends: Cafe Internatwmle
. the - synagoue : social “hall. Te;
i floor show,: compiete buffet d
L iserved until “AM. - Lirgest:

Floor of any New Years Eve Pa
CTEOWR e '
"Remember the spmt of the ng
-."_3-Holzdays,”_ a" Cleveland ' congrega

~ tion - ¢autions its worsh:ppers “N,

“Horn: Blowmg” ; (on the parki
sty o
e Baltzmore stterhood featu

'selves 1t is. truly ‘T:me for Tora

~ BETH JACOB MAGAZINE

"'.Publzshed in-Jerusalen- by the e
g Beth Jacob Movement

: 'ountrles “of the wurld

~"BETH JACOB PUBLICATIONS

235 East Broadway, New York, N: Y. 1oooz j.-}

o .A free sample msue wﬂl be sent on request

: ﬁnd ‘more” mvxtmg After outhnmg_

f Subscrtbe viow to the: ‘Hebrew-language S

.One of the finest Orthodox Jewish pubhcafsons o Y
the world. Each issue is filled with stimulating and -~
educational articles on Torah Judaism; culture, and |-~
_education; . richly-illustrated - with - hisforic - photo- |
graphs and ‘drawings. This Torah mrmthly is mow o
‘read by ‘thousands . of ]e\wsh fam:l;es n- many i

Send '$5.00 for an’ annual subscnpfmn fo. :

T /;W @ |
ks o e
%ﬂ //// oad g /z
% our ;y;m/ :

%f‘ orn /Z e
L;/axcércmeﬂ




70 We Must Challenge

o ite Editor:

iews expressed by Reuben Gross in his
A"New Look at Humanz Slaughter”

_._ha's ‘been evident throughout history that

.':an'im'a'i:kingdom on a level with mankind
“arereally putting human beings on a
planz below that of animals.

‘Americin Society for the Prevention of
“Crivelty -to- Animals and other humane
“societies -are truly so concerned and so
sincere ~regarding humane treatment to

sistently, by might and main, to pass
s s a o TR R R R

“Interment In The Holy Land

)
o“o

»
R

& Possible Within 24 Hours - &
_ PINCUS MANDEL 3
. .Cermetery Consultant -I;:

T Y ¥l
' Re'prese.l.'ating. Chevra” Kadisha -~ :i:
" Haraishis V’Haklalis Perushim . ¥
. Ashkenazim D" Jerusalem 4
Over ‘35 years .experiénce in

‘& -all cemetery matters, Recom- P

;:%,"'_mended by prominent Orthodox ¥

% Rabbis, All arrangements per- %

& formed in ‘strictly Orthodox &

e Trad:hons. : b

._ :, v .:§:

Pincus Mandel 3
]_‘_l-'! _PENN-_-STREET E§:
Brooklyn, New York 11211 - &
‘Day & Nite Phones: UL'5-5121 &

.‘.
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to- ‘the Editor: should be brief and preferably typed :
_double-spaced; to insure legibility. Letters must’ be"ff‘

signed but the writer's rname may be withheld on re-f"'-

.quest Lengthy 1etters will be condensed. .

Your reactions are essential to the- vitality':._f

;of The Jewish Observer and we ‘sarnestly 501101t yourfﬂ'f 
{correspondence. : S B

We -agree heartily with most' of the =

your Jast issue of THE OBSERVER..It .

those who claim they are placing the -

“ft-is time to take an offensive! If the .-

iving” creatures they should work per- ~

2

'-'* 'Health Club

: u:n:u:n'n'u’“‘ toodrideilaadeelretsalasteilesdelnilileitoadoden

Vacation Variety at PION[ER

: jTroplcunu New Pool -

~ In addition ‘to Pioneer’s indoor and outdoor pool = TOW," NEW“.'
. -$100,000 Tropicana pool w:th 3 decks for sunmng, relaxmg :

.'iPlus . o For You

Fabulous strictly - kusher food. Sabhath observmg a!'rnosphere :
~-air-conditioned rooms, 5 tennis courts, 4 handball courts, private
“golf course, outdoor bowling, indoor health club, boating and
.~ fishing on mile- -long lake, mghtiy enterl’amment . :

... And For The Children ..

~“They'll hate to leave Pioneer's Day Camp, w:th prware swnmmmg i
pool, all sports, all-weather recreation bulldmg, nite and day
'supemsmn, top-notch staff : . L

And now at the Pioneer
ONLY GLATT-KOSHER MEATS USED -
Cholov Yisroel on request

S'I-eam Roams e Indoor Sw:mmmg Pool'
_ _ Separate hours for men 2nd women . ot
lnqmre Abouf Budgef Rafes For Extended Vucahous o

Remembei’, .y'ou' gét.'.rﬁoi'e".at V. '.'-Gaffehi)erg"&.S'chech.t:é:r Fainiliéé

PIONEER COUNTR_Y CLUB

GREENFIELD PARK,.N. Y. g S
New York Phone wi 7 7717

Tel. ELIemﬂlie 555 -




ive: We rnust cha}lenge' :Z_"' :

PhlladeEphna, Pa

lees Wem

To the detor

sucéess - in - his néw -position in Miami.

Turn the page

'--"for our free oﬂ'er

: -cmeIty to- the “animal ‘dre at the:r-.:
owaste and “uscléss destruction 6
G-d's creatures are at their greatest,.and
‘satisfaction ~of -man’s ‘primitive vinstincts
f “aggressiveness and  Sadism, s at®its”
safest -and its ‘most " callous; This wanton, "
~ purposeless - killing -is - deliberately sought ©
for:the “sport,” for the “fun of it ‘And =’

this /38 ‘what Judaism -spécifically forbids! -~
i Inview of ‘the aboVe, only when these
i ane “socicties 'show deep” interest .in-

hese aspects should we put any credence .
irust in their expressed words or goals! :
UUntil-then -we ‘must -be ‘on the offen-

Dk BENJAMIN GOODNI"K I;'_

X would fike 1o comp];ment Tns 0;;-"_ o
“SERVER and Rabbi Berel Wein for a most -
- sensitive “arficle con “the American Rabbi- -
nate. 1 -vas: most - intetested - in- seeing =

Also, congratulations .to him 'and ‘much

RABB: JACOB TRAU‘R
: Duluth Minngsota -

- While: the amc]e by Meyer I_ev1 on]y
-'conveyed some basic factual information, = S
“the few lines dedicated ‘to "Der Jsraclit * ..
Care mcomplete, if not maccnrate L

_ ‘After the death of Rabb1 Dr. Markua Y
-Lehmann in 1890 ‘this ‘weekly was con- -
~“tinued-by his son, Oscar Lehmann; until:- -
“the year 5665 (1905); When-is appeared =7 -
“ithat Der Israelit” would “have tocéase
~publication; a-group led by Jacob Rosen- "~ [
;oo heim acquired the title and “assets . for ." )
A sum of 20,000 Marks. o

“Ever since Der Israelat had been syn- Rar
g '_onymous with “the name - of Jacob Rosen: - 1]~
Lo hetm,- who wag its .own2r and editor-in |-
‘chief for over 30 years, Zelig Schachnow- /"
itz was later nained ‘de Jjure editor ‘and
~contributéed his -incomparable  historical -]
: - : : . sketeltes of our Gedolim, as well as other -] =
Rabbi ::Wein = revisit - the . scens ~of .the
o American -Rabbinate “and put -down his "
i -observations.as seen from ~the Uinsid=. - jais ware; .with féw . exceptions, written .
and “dictated by Moreum Jacob Rosen—

o hety
W;th best W1shes for your contmuﬂdi'.__-

"educational and - entertaining - material,
“while the editorial policies and all editor-

n the interest of h:itcmcal truth theré- s
fore,;any méention of Der Israelit and jts .
< importance . to ‘the forming of Agtdath. . -
- “Israel, should-have certaily inclided the =
. nams ‘of Moreini Jacob Rosenheim, who '}~
" 'kas -dedicated the ‘best years.of "his life - ]!
Lt Der - Tsraelit): Agudath Israél and K!ai e
_-_:Y:smei : -

o  Kew Gardens, N, vl

2. Free Loan Fund available to members '
3.7 Bikur Cholim Committee .~
: 4. -_Low cost group Life Insurarce -~ ..o
- .. Write ‘or call our office: "
_ AGUDIST BENEVOLENT SOCIETY |
5 Boekman St., New York 38 :N.-¥., WO 4: 1620--
. Open 10" Agudath Ismel Members

Jom *l'he Aguchs'l' Benevoleni- Socle'ly i
e offer a service that is @ necess;ty 8

o 10 every Jeivish family E
A Complete cemetery and funeral benef:ts to
. 'members and their families -

; Meyer Levxs recent essay ‘on - The
“rOFiging Tof . the” Orﬂzoa'ox Jewish Presy’ L
CE{May,; 1965 gives a brief history of
-Torah: Journahsm durmg the’ last three_
'fcenturws . s

 LUXURY * COMFORT * KASHRU

'-'Inwted oA

.'Senda e
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SIMCHA

Gxit Package

= .";_:-'-Dé'tai'ls'. _ﬁh::thé:-
. Back Cover . -

- RUDY -T_EP_'EL'%-;
T ORCHESTRA -
'--.-"9:zr AVENUE: |<

Brooklyn ‘N Y_
" ES 7-0654
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| :Observmg ihe Shabbos has ulwuys reqmred-ihafihe_Jew be in- -
- formed as to what the Torah demands: what is forbidden on =
.~ Shabbos and what is permissible. [ ] Modern technology has ad- =

- ded to the burden of knowledge required for intelligent and
- proper Shmiras Shabbos. [ | For the layman this means si'udy of
- Hilchos Shabbos and consulting one's Rav when questions arrive.. -
- [ Two popular works are now available, one in the English lan-- -
. guage and one in Hebrew which will help muke Shcbbos more -

f’j-.-meanmgful for you. . _ ST T

f:tller of these worlrs can now be yours FREE ’
~ with your subscription (or renewal) to

The ]ew1sh Observer

THE SABBATH g "I n 3'7 "I :l ]'11\) ]"l "l")j \} i

A Guide to its Understanding R THRND
and Observance o . ‘173?1) "17)}\1)) YU :1'\*'1
by Dayan Dr. I. Grunfeld - L Ce e by an Bp o naneny v

S De%pite its frequent occurence and apparent

Iy simple significance, the Shabbos and jts | A0 BV MaY5 nyuyn mdbn 533 y1aznnn

~“" Taws is understood only superﬁcially by most NBYAT MYTR MNINS L IINN N 593 01 e
. contemporary Jews. The meaning and rea- | ~“SNN MAPYA FYYN DWW NN INYMY-
..~ soning behind the pro}nbltwe aspects of the DY ANPA 00N LHNTHHN APNIYN MN L '.3 o
i Sh?hb_o;;, f(:ﬁl_examplf, 1tshoftentconfuseéi with - '.“1-"’5’ MR NN DY DY 295 Anen 5 _.

a B avil adherence 1o the cusioms and prec “271 N3 13NAN LOPTIVN YAV mPEen

o tices of an outmoded cra. [7] In this signifi-
“.-cant work the author, member of the Beth DN IR AWK MBIV DIPDIAN S oy oM

" Din of the British Commonwealth, outlines : e atooi ) 7NN 11’ R
i a framework for a comprehensive rationale IR R
< "of “the Shabbos and presents a concrete, “naon :
~ - sound, and inspiring guide 1o the - practical S J'HSD‘J 73N *mm R
~ o~ ohservance of Shahbo% : oy ..D"I'm)l 400 Y913 990N _ o
Should you care to purchase one or both of these books, you may order
-with the coupon below at the special price of $2.50 each.. We will cover ..
. the cosI- of packing cmd mm!ing' S e

I: ) ~THE JEWISH OBQERVER / 5 Beekman Street / New York, N. Y, 10038 _ E
1 L Please enter my subscription to THe JEwisH OBSERVER and send me free & mpy Of Dol g : L
FRE O The Sabbath [3 ansbaz naw nrmw - . SRR S
E o I enclose $5.00 {Check here if this is a renewal [} C : e e e % :

i :

E !

!
|
!
|
I

- Please send me a copy of ] The Sabbath [J nobTis maY KRy pogiage pal&
1 enclose $2.50 for each copy. e

n Address. -

State

T~ Name....




