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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר וְנָסָעוּ   עָנָן בַבֺּקֶׁ ר וְנַעֲלָה הֶׁ ב עַד בֺּקֶׁ רֶׁ עָנָן מֵעֶׁ ר יִהְיֶׁה הֶׁ יוֹמָם וָלַיְלָה וְנַעֲלָה … וְיֵשׁ אֲשֶׁׁ
ר וְנָסָעוּ )בַמִדְבָר ט:כא( עָנָן בַבֺּקֶׁ  הֶׁ

 And sometimes the cloud would remain from evening until 
morning, and the cloud would be lifted in the morning and they would 
journey; or for a day and a night, and the cloud would be lifted and 
they would journey. 
 The תּוֹרָה tells us that the position of the עַנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד signaled 
to בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל whether they should stay where they were or break camp. 
If the עַנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד rested on the מִשְׁכָן, the people could leave their 
suitcases under the beds, but if the עַנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד rose, it was time to pull 
out those suitcases and start packing. 
 According to the רַמְבַ״ן, the travel schedule when בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
were in the מִדְבָר was very unpredictable. Sometimes, בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל would 
arrive  at  a  particularly  uninviting,  barren  stretch  of  desert. They 
wanted to leave almost immediately, but the עַנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד would settle in 
for a while. At other times, they arrived at a pleasant spot and wanted 
very much to stay there. They would unpack their belongings and look 
forward to an enjoyable layover. But the next morning, the עָנָן rose, 
and they had to break camp. These travels were not easy. They were a 
real test. 
 One cannot help but wonder, what was the purpose of this? 
Why make the sojourn in the מִדְבָר so arbitrary and burdensome? 
 The  ָהוּ-מִכְתָּב מְאֵלִי , R’ Eliyahu Dessler זַצַ״ל, explains that 
 should not be ד׳ that service to בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל was teaching הקב״ה
dependent on external conditions. People often say, “If only we had a 
little more free time, we would learn more.” Or, “If only we did not 
have to worry so much about making a living…” Or, “If only we did not 

have to worry about our children, etc., then we would be able to sit 
and learn תּוֹרָה and pray slowly and with great כַוָנָה!” 
 But life is far from perfect. It is always full of disturbances. 
We are not living in ן  There are smaller problems and bigger .גַן עֵדֶׁ
problems. There is always some type of problem! 
 Anyone who has ever read the history of יְשִׁיבַת מִיר during 
WWII is amazed. The יְשִׁיבָה fled from Mir, Poland, to Russia, across 
Russia to Kobe, Japan, and finally to Shanghai, China. They were young 
men  —  single  and  married  —  separated  from  their  families,  not 
knowing what the next day would bring.  
 Any “Mirrer תַּלְמִיד” from that time period can tell you that in 
the worst days of Shanghai, the יְשִׁיבָה continued; the סְדָרִים were 
maintained, people learned and wrote סְפָרִים in the worst of 
conditions. 
 we have relatively easy lives. Our parents lived ,בָרוּךְ ד׳ 
through much more difficult conditions than we can ever imagine. 
They learned תּוֹרָה and fulfilled מִצְוֹת in spite of the tough conditions. 
This is the lesson of the עַנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד — continuing to exist when not 
everything is provided on a silver platter. Life, תּוֹרָה and מִצְוֹת must go 
on. 
 That is what הקב״ה was teaching us with the erratic travels 
in the מִדְבָר. Life in the מִדְבָר was imperfect, but בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל still served 
  .הקב״ה
 One must be able to study תּוֹרָה and fulfill מִצְוֹת under any and 
all conditions. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

״ל צַׁ עְיָ׳ זַׁ עֲקֺב יִצְחָק was born in Pinsk to ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַׁ יָה and ר׳ יַׁ  חַׁ
Shapiro, a Karlin-Stolin family. At the age of 15 he went to 
ת מִיר בְרוּתָא where he learned יְשִיבַׁ  with R’ Chaim בְחַׁ

Shmuelevitz ״ל צַׁ  and R’ Leizer הי״ד He became close with R’ Hirsh Kamai .זַׁ
Yudel Finkel ״ל צַׁ  רָחֵל דִינָה from both of them. He married סְמִיכָה receiving ,זַׁ
(daughter of ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל זְאֵב Stamm of Kelm) in 1937. With the outbreak of 
WWII, they immigrated to the USA. He was immediately offered a position 
as  ַׁשְגִיח ת in מַׁ עַׁ גָא פײַבל by יְשִיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַׁ ״ל Mendlowitz ר׳ שְרַׁ צַׁ  later ,זַׁ
becoming one of its most famous גִידֵי שִעוּר  He was beloved by his .מַׁ
לְמִידִים  and גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל and was a cherished confidant of the most famous תַּׁ
Chassidishe Rebbes of America.  

 כ״ה סיון
5668 - 5741 
1907 - 1981 

In   1926,   when   מְעוֹן    זַצַ״ל   Shkop   ר׳   שִׁ
asked ר׳ יְרוּחָם זַצַ״ל to send a בָחוּר to help 
him write his ר׳ יְרוּחָם ,שַעַרֵי יוֹשֶר ,סֵפֶר chose 
 a gifted writer with beautiful ,ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַעְיָ׳
penmanship.    ר׳   יְרוּחָם   ‘lent’   him   to 
מְעוֹן  ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַעְיָ׳ .for two years ר׳ שִׁ
agreed on the condition that he would 
receive a private עוּר  on the piece he was שִׁ
working on that day. מְעוֹן  agreed. In his ר׳ שִׁ
מְעוֹן ,הַקְדָמָה  wrote, “He did not just ר׳ שִׁ
proofread it, but worked diligently and sharpened each 
topic with his peers!”  

by Camp Agudah

TorahThoughts



Humility and GreatnessLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

ה עָנָו מְאֺד מִכָל הָאָדָם  עַל פְנֵי הָאֲדָמָה )בַמִדְבָר יב:ג(… וְהָאִישׁ משֶׁׁ  
 And the man ה  was exceedingly humble, more than any משֶׁׁ
person on the face of the earth. 
 Being humble does not mean to think of oneself as being 
incapable or unaccomplished. ּה רַבֵינו  surely recognized that he מֺשֶׁׁ
was the greatest prophet to ever live; after all, הקב״ה had chosen him 
to lead בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל out of Egypt and transmit the תּוֹרָה at סִינַי. 
 As the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זַצַ״ל, 
explains, עֲנָוָה is the ability to recognize that “all one’s intellect, 
emotions  and  skills  are  not  his  own,  but  are  loaned  to  him  for  
a specific amount of time by הקב״ה, Who created him and Who will 
recall these gifts when the time comes. This can be compared to a 
poor man who borrows a rich man’s clothing to wear at a festive 
gathering. The poor man will not pride himself over these garments, 
for he knows that they do not belong to him and that tomorrow he 
must return them” (חַיֵי עוֹלָם, p. 40). Thus, it is not hard to understand 
why ה  ,was the humblest of men, and why, in every generation מֺשֶׁׁ
 .עֲנָוָה are noted for their incredible, sincere צַדִיקִים

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 An indication of a great person’s humility is his simplicity. 
That which others consider below a צַדִיק’s dignity is done by the צַדִיק 
without  a  moment’s  hesitation.  The  Steipler  displayed  a  level  of 
humility that was unusual even among תּוֹרָה leaders. 
 A young man from יְרוּשָׁלַיִם came to his door to discuss a 
very  important  matter.  Near  midnight,  the  Steipler’s  daughter 
announced that her father, 83 at the time, needed to rest and would 
not  be  seeing  any  more  visitors  that  night.  Everyone  went  home 
except for that one young man, who had no place to go. He remained 
in the outer hallway, hoping he would somehow be able to speak 
with the צַדִיק. When the Steipler’s daughter came out half an hour 
later to say that she had to lock the outside door, she suggested that 
he  go  to  the  nearby  Lederman  Shul,  where  there  might  be  

some people studying תּוֹרָה. 
 About an hour later, the door of the Lederman Shul opened 
and the Steipler, walking laboriously, entered and approached the 
young man. He said, “Come, we will bring a bed into my apartment 
and  you  will  sleep  there.  My  daughter  mistakenly  thought  your 
staying in the house posed a problem of יִחוּד.” 
 On  the  way  home,  the  Steipler,  breathing  heavily  and 
walking with great difficulty, was forced to rest on a bench. When 
they arrived at his apartment, his daughter told the young man, “I 
wanted to awaken the boy who sleeps in my father’s room, but he 
would not allow me to. He insisted on going himself.” As the Steipler 
sat catching his breath, the young man apologized for troubling him 
so much. The Steipler responded, “I did not do anything. People think 
that when one ages he is free of obligations.” 
 At 2:00 a.m., the Steipler sat down to have a glass of tea 
with his guest and talk to him for a while before excusing himself. “I 
must return to my גְמָרָא to fulfill my daily learning quotas.” 
 The Steipler’s daughter set up a bed in the room where the 
Steipler learned and received visitors. The Steipler himself prepared 
the ר ל װאַסעֶׁ געֶׁ  When the young man asked if he might use the .נעֶׁ
alarm clock, the Steipler replied, “Of course,” and set it for him. 
 At 5:30 a.m., the visitor arose to find the Steipler awake 
and fully dressed. When he returned from shul, he saw that the 
Steipler was already learning. The Steipler insisted that his guest eat 
breakfast at his table where he learned. While the young man ate, 
another visitor entered to speak with the Steipler. The Steipler 
paused from his learning and, above the young man’s protests, told 
him, “Some people have private things to discuss. You continue 
eating while I go to the next room to speak with this man.” 
 When the time came for the young man to return home, 
the Steipler insisted that he accept two סְפָרִים as a gift. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף י׳
*It was visiting day in Camp Simchas Hakayitz. As he raced across the 
lawn towards the visitors’ parking lot, Ari tripped on an exposed tree 
root and landed in a mud puddle. Ari was devastated that his brand-
new pants were now covered in mud and would never look the same. 
Unable to resist the urge to tease his identical twin brother, Dov com-
mented, “Now it will be easier for our counselor to tell us apart. You are 
the one with stained pants!” Ari was very hurt by Dov’s remark.  
May Ari relate the incident to his friends if he quotes Dov’s words exactly? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: In nearly all circumstances, one may not repeat personal issues to others, even if 
they are true. Although there are exceptions, it is rare for any situation to meet all of the 
requirements .In our case, since there is nothing to be gained by relating the incident to 
his friends, it is definitely אָסוּר!  

 From when one ends רֵה מֺנֶה עֶשְׁ חֲנוּן until after שְׁ  one must תַּ
not talk as this will weaken the chance of חֲנוּן  being תַּ
answered.     

 The רוּרָה נָה בְׁ רָהָם explains (based on the מִשְׁ  that this (מָגֵן אַבְׁ
is not like the אִסּוּר to talk after ּכו  and only refers to בָרְׁ
talking about items that are completely foreign to the פִלָה   .תְׁ

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

1. How were the Jewish taskmasters in Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers? 

2. Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם  ?מִרְּ

1. Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16). 

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה). 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
חֲנווּן ת תוַּ הִלְכווֹ

Halacha 
Corner



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R’ Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro זַצַ״ל once attended a מַאֲמָר, a deep 
lecture based on many levels of Jewish thoughts, given by R’ 
Yitzchok Hutner יבָה ,זַצַ״ל ין of ראֺשׁ יְשִׁׁ רְלִׁ ים בֶּ  When R’ Hutner .חַיִׁ
noticed R’ Aharon Yeshaya, he looked at him, smiled and then 
announced, "!ְישׁט פאַר אײַך יז נִׁ  This is not for you!" In — דאָס אִׁ
his typical humility, R’ Aharon Yeshaya responded with his 
pleasant smile, "!ן אַ גוּט װאָרט רעֶּ יל העֶּ יךְ װִׁ  — װאָס אַרט אײַךְ אַז אִׁ
Why does it bother you if I wish to hear a good word [of תּוֹרָה]!"  

Source: Heard from a תלמיד of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath 

UnderstandingDavening
Introduction to חֲנוּן  (continued) תַּ

Although we are accustomed to a set נוּסָח 
for חֲנוּן  it is interesting to note a former ,תַּ
מְרָם of סִדּוּר found in the מִנְהָג ב עַּ  He writes .רַּ
that the צִבּוּר, congregation, is  ל נוֹפְלִין עַּ

 put their heads [lit. fall on their faces] ,פְנֵיהֶם
down on their arm. Then each person begins 
by asking for ד׳’s mercy and continues 
individually asking for their own personal 
needs. The former מִנְהָג also continued with 
a humble תְחִנָה. The שְלִיחַּ צִבּוּר then stands 
up and asks on behalf of the צִבּוּר for ד׳ to be 
gracious and answer each person’s request 
even though we are undeserving. The words 
עֲנֵנוּ וְכו׳ לְכֵנוּ חָנֵנוּ וַּ  that are said today אָבִינוּ מַּ
by the individual as we conclude our חֲנוּן  תַּ
were said then by the שְלִיחַּ צִבּוּר.  

 This week’s 4-page issue is the last 
for this season. We will אי״ה announce the 
winner of the International ת בָּ  Learning עֶרֶב שַׁ
Program at the beginning of next season. The 
contest is still running until ח ת קֹרַׁ שַׁ רָּ  so please פָּ
continue to fax in your details. The responses 
from   both   the   parents   and   boys   who 
participated in this program has been amazing. 
Try it once, your ת בָּ ת and עֶרֶב שַׁ בָּ  will be שַׁ
enhanced forever!  
 The International Pirchei ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to  ת לַׁ בָּ קַׁ
ה תּוֹרָּ ח and until הַׁ ת קֹרַׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  learn at least ,שַׁ
45 minutes before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
either your ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Each week .בֵּ
that you learn for an hour or more will be 
considered another entry into the raffle. 
 The basic rules: There is no specific 
 to learn and you can even review your לִמּוּד
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  However, if you can .שְנַׁ
arrange for a group, and you have a שִעוּר to 
learn ת בָּ ת especially about ,הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  ,קִדּוּשַׁ
you will receive an extra chance in the raffle 
each week that there is a group with a שִעוּר. 
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade.  
 If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your fax signed by a 
parent by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. 
Please include your name, grade, ה  city ,יְשִיבָּ
and state. Please include your contact and fax 
number, and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of  אוֹת מִקְרָּ
שִים  !גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ

Dear Talmid, 
 Many לְמִידִים  ’of R תַּ
Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro ״ל צַּ  זַּ
have commented that the א כְתָּ סֶּ  מַּ
they remembered best from their 
ה  years is the one that they יְשִיבָּ
learned when R’ Shapiro was 
their   בִי  What   was   their   .רֶּ
multi-talented and beloved בִי  s’רֶּ
secret? Below are some of the 
recollections heard directly from 
his לְמִידִים   :תַּ
׳  עְיָּ  had an ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
unusual way of answering a 
לְמִיד  s question. Frequently, he’תַּ
would carefully review the סוּגְיָּה 
from scratch, and the לְמִיד  תַּ
would understand where he had 
erred. He was gifted with a talent 
in writing and would gather the 
notebooks of לְמִידִים  to review תַּ
them. He would respectfully offer 
them pointers for improving their 
writing skills.  
׳  עְיָּ  s’ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
punctuality and endearing smile 
were his trademarks, which were 
remembered by his לְמִידִים  long תַּ
after they left his class. His ר  מוּסָּ
shmuessen were delivered with 
sensitivity,   and   were   easily 
accepted with love. Feeling that 
they  were  treated  with  the 
respect of a peer encouraged his 

לְמִידִים  to live up to his תַּ
expectations.   
׳  עְיָּ  would ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
spend hours in preparation for a 
 that looked deceivingly שִעוּר
simple and concentrated mainly 
on ט א in the פְשַּ רָּ שִ״י ,גְמָּ  and ,רַּ
פוֹת  He would always prepare .תוֹסָּ
his שִעוּרִים from scratch, not 
relying on lessons from previous 
years. His table would be piled 
high with רִים  ,as he prepared סְפָּ
but he was meticulous to return 
each one to its proper place after 
he finished.  
  My לְמִיד  R’ Aharon ,תַּ
Yeshaya was a role model even 
after his ה  His family found .פְטִירָּ
among  his  private  papers  an 
annual list of לוֹת בָּ  ,קַּ
undertakings, he prepared before 
each נָּה שָּ לוֹת The .ראֺש הַּ בָּ  he קַּ
wrote for the last year of his life 
ended with something unusual. 
He wrote a ה לָּ בָּ עֲבִיר  to be קַּ מַּ
א ״ן with selected סִדְרָּ מְבַּ  s, and’רַּ
then to review certain shmuessen 
from R' Yeruchom ״ל צַּ  until“ ,זַּ
בוּעוֹת  He constantly worked on ”.שָּ
himself until the last days of his 
life and was ר  just after נִפְטָּ
בוּעוֹת  !שָּ

רוּךְ!     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ
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Even when R’ Reuvein Fain was sick in 
the last years of his life he continued 
his all-encompassing, in-depth Friday 

morning chaburah in his home:

During the Friday night seuda...

After the shiur the sparks of torah would continue 
to fly with many questions and answers. One week 

the discussion continued for a little too long…

After they bentched and the table was cleared...

כ“ה סיון  1993 - 1924  5753 - 5684

R’ Reuven Fain זצ״ל was born in Belitza, Belarus, to ר׳ שבתי זצ״ל, the town’s רב. His first 
 and ended ישיבה s advice, he joined the Mir’ר׳ חיים עזר During WWII, upon .סלנים was ישיבה
up in Shanghai, China, where he learned with ר׳ נחוּם פרצוֹביץ זצ״ל  and the משגיח ,
זצ״ל ן  י ינשׁטי לו ר׳ חצקל  . After WWII, he emigrated to ישראל ארץ   and joined the
 .s marriage to his brother’s granddaughter’ר׳ ראוּבן arranged חזוֹן אישׁ The .כּוֹלל חזוֹן אישׁ
Later, ר׳ ראוּבן joined ישיבת בית מאיר as a ראשׁ ישיבה. In 1970, the first two volumes of 
 .זצ״ל and the Steipler זצ״ל Shmulevitz ר׳ חיים from הסכמוֹת were published with בין המשפתים
In 1983, he moved to New York to serve as ראשׁ ישיבה of תּוֹרה ודעת, where he imbued his 
American תלמידים with his התמדה ,אהבת התּוֹרה and דרך הלמּוּד. He was a prolific writer and 

added many volumes to his בין המשפתים.

The Rambam in 
hilchos korban 

pesach...

That question 
is going to take time 

to explain, but it’s very late 
and it’s more important that 

everyone go home now to help... 
Come to my home Shabbos 

afternoon and we can 
continue.

Rebbi, my parents 
went away for 

shabbos and I’ll be 
eating the seudos at 

home by myself.

Now that 
the Shabbos 

seuda is over, you 
can ask your 

question. Can I first ask 
Rebbi a different 

question?

of course.

Why didn’t Rebbi 
want to discuss 
the shiur during 

the meal?

Let me explain. 
My wife works hard 

to prepare the shabbos 
seuda. How can she enjoy 

and participate in the seuda if 
she is just sitting without 

understanding what is 
being discussed?

Rebbe, the 
question I had 
on the shiur, 
based on...

My son, let’s not 
discuss the shiur... At 

the seuda we enjoy divrei 
torah and questions on 
the parsha. Last year on 

Succos the Steipler 
asked me...

Oh, no, that can’t 
be. You are invited to eat 

with us this Shabbos! My wife 
enjoys the meal much more 
when we have guests, and I 
will answer your question 

tonight.

...but Rebbi 
told me he would 
discuss the shiur 

tonight.
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