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Torah

JPINIATY STNM ... NIYY NN NN 2D NIM

When she saw she was determined to go with her, she stopped
arguing with her (n>:x m).

Many of the guidelines of accepting o»), converts to Judaism,
are based on mn no»n and the manner whereby mn became a
ny» through »my). Many commentators discuss the question
of mn's status at the time of her “return” from the fields of axin. If she
had already become a my1» before her marriage to yonn, why was it
necessary to undergo the conversion process again, and what was
my) accomplishing by discouraging her from returning to onb ma? If
she was not a ny¥7, she had the status of a non-Jew. If so, why was
there a requirement of oy2>?

The nra, in his commentary on nm, answers that in the days of 117
and nnYy, the main y7>ma did not accept 0. In M7's days, there was
a serious concern that 0> would join out of fear of 717's great military
power. Similarly, in the days of nnb¥ there was concern that non-Jews
would be attracted by the Jews' powerfulking and their prosperity and
tranquility. However, in certain cases, some lower courts did accept
converts, but only on a trial basis. If the o) would prove their loyalty
and sincerity to Judaism, their mn would be accepted retroactively. If

they were not sincere, then their m11) would be invalidated.

The n7a explains that the mny of mn and na9y was questionable. It
could easily have been motivated by their desire to marry the sons
of the rich and distinguished 7298, When g909x and then yonn and
95 died, the m) of mn and n99y was put to the real test. Would they
abandon their new religion now that they lost their husbands and
wealth, or would they show their loyalty to Judaism by returning with
myr? When »y discouraged them, naay departed while m clung to
her. In this way n11 displayed the sincerity of her ny).

The original m1) of m1 was validated at this time. A similar situation
will happen at the time of mwn. The x (-7o ninD) says that in the time
of mwn, o)y will not be accepted because it is feared that non-Jews
will desire to join bxawr Y93 in order to benefit from the honor that Jews
will achieve then.

Many old Williamsburgers will remember the well-known p1s 22,
R" Avrohom, a former priest. He raised a family of fine n9im »a. He was
a pan Tnym and often attended the omyw of R’ Shlomo Heiman. When
R’ Shlomo taught the n»»v in nin2 about accepting o>y in the time of
nwn, he turned to Reb Avrohom and, with a sweet, warm smile, he
chuckled and said with a heart full of love, "Reb Avrohom! voxn 7
vaxoyxl— You converted just in time, before it was too late.”

Adapted from: Rav Pam on the Festivals (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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Mo a R" Chaim Elazar Shapira of Munkacs was born in
5631-5997  Stryzow, now part of Poland. He was a 5th 277 from
1871-1937  the founder of 217, 799N »2y M (the 72w »2). He

learned under his father, vn »as 1, author of the
2R 2377 on Ny7T NP, He became the 17 of Munkacs in 1914. From
his youth and on, he completed the »932 v7v and »mv1 every two
years. He was a prolific writer. In addition to the myox nnyn, he wrote
D»N NIIN PRI, DIYY) Nin and many other o»9v. He opened nvw»
n2vn >)7 which attracted hundreds of students. He was famous
as a "Wonder Rabbi" and was visited by many world leaders, such
as the Czechoslovakian President and Queen Wilhelmina of
Holland, who sought the 17's advice and nim13.

via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

Glimpses

The Munkacser Rebbe, R Chaim
Elazar Shapira Y731, placed a strong
emphasis on learning and nyan. He
encouraged his o1on to rise early
and learn xy before davening. He
would say in the name of 22wy »a
that through the learning of N3, our
nivom go up to omv with the 7 ox9n of
899 Y on and baowr. The first letters of the
name of each 7x9n spell the word x40 ).
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Halacha

Livingw:Torah
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. A man or a woman who commits any of man's sins .. they shall
confess their sin.. he shall make restitution for his guilt (--:n 72702).

One 93 oy 27y R' Moshe Chagiz Y7t asked an interesting question
in his nvaT: “In Nwy NI, the paoa says .. a man or woman .. they shall
confess.. he shall make restitution for his guilt ." The poa begins in the
singular form, switches to the plural, and then concludes by going back
to the singular form. What is this teaching us? The message is that all
Jews are responsible for one another, and we even have to confess for
the sins of others.”

This concept of mutual responsibility works both ways. If one Jew
does sincere n2wn for his own personal xvn, the n1wn can be a catalyst
that causes others to do n2wwn and hopefully be 27pn the nona!

*

The Munkacser Rebbe 5731 (also known as the awox nnyn) had a
grandson he adored named Tzvi Nosson Dovid. The boy's father,
R" Baruch Rabinovich would often recall that his father-in-law's special
love for this boy was in part due to the fact that he and his wife Frima, the
Rebbe's only daughter, had waited a long time to have their first child.
The Rebbe would often play with and "spoil” the child. The Rebbe and
Tzvi were so close that Tzvi would often sit on his grandfather's lap at
the mav tisch.

In the final year of his life, the m1yox nnyn took the 191w on the first day of
the month of %9y and tested it to see whether it was in good condlition.
Tzvi was in the room and was visibly excited by the 19iw and its sounds.
He asked the Rebbe for one more blast of the 191¥, and his zeide gladly
obliged. From then on, for the remainder of the month, this became a
ritual; the Rebbe would blow the 191w once each day for little Tzvi. On
the day before mwn w3, Tzvi was there, awaiting his daily blast from his
zeide's 91w, but he was disappointed.

Chofetz Chaim
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“Eli was traveling to school on the city bus. The bus came to the bus stop
where there was always at least a five-minute delay. It was at a junction
of two major bus routes and, in the morning, the crowd getting on the
bus always took a long time. While the bus was stopped, Eli looked out
of the bus window and could not believe what he saw. He watched
as the 17 of a local shul ran into the corner non-kosher deli, ordered a
sandwich and quickly wolfed it down.

Can Eli relate the a5’s obvious, flagrant, public violation of an meox?
‘Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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2. One who goes to sleep after anwn nivy on miynay morning, or on any other day, does not recite the n272 of amn.

Just One More Blast

“Today is the day before mwn wxa," his grandfather explained. “Today
we do not blow the 191w. Tomorrow morning, we will blow the 191w in the
main shul and you will hear many more blasts.”

The child did not understand the explanation. He knew no reason. He
kicked and screamed, "Just one blast! Just one blast!”

After a while, the grandfather softened at the sound of his beloved
grandchild crying, and he took the 7191w and blew one blast.

On mwn wx, the custom in Munkacs was that the Rebbe spoke
before blowing the 79iv. That year, the Rebbe went up to the vpn 1,
opened it and said: "ohiy by 11127, | have to do npwn. It is written that on
the day before mwn ¥ny one mustn't blow 191w, yet | did."

He began to sob uncontrollably and called out: "oy Y 13127, do You
know why | transgressed this »nmn? It was because my young grandchild
lay on the floor begging and crying that | should only blow one blast of
the 293w for him. My heart melted; | couldn't bear to watch him cry like
that, so | blew once for him, though | shouldn't have.

"Tatte, Father, how can You stand by and see how millions of Your
children are down on the floor, crying out to You, ‘Tatte, just one blast!
NMINT Y113 1912 ypn, sound the blast of the great 191w which will herald
the final Redemption from our terrible mb!" Even if the time is not right
for it yet, even if the time for mwn has yet to arrive, Your children cry out
to You — how can You stand by idly?"

The Rebbe's son-in-law would cry as he recounted this beautiful
story, and he would recall how at that time the entire nynp cried along
with the Rebbe. The blowing of the 191 was delayed for a very long
time. The nonp could not regain their composure .. loud wailing was
heard throughout the main shul ..

That mwn vxA, the Rebbe'’s n:1wn was able to have a profound effect
on the entire nynp.

Adapted from reminiscences of the Rebbe's son-in-law about in Munkacs
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W Questions

1. Which animals from the nixa)p brought by the onow) allude
to the owiTpn nian?

2. Which animals from the nixa)p brought by the o) have a
connection to miyiay? What is this connection?
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1. If, while reciting minn nin)a on niyaay 27y, one clearly stipulates that the nio)a should be in effect only until the next morning, one
may recite the ni>a on niv1ay morning, even if one did not sleep.

Corner

NAIT Y
niviay

‘Since we only discuss 1-3nisyn, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.

ol ol el ol ol ol el ol el ol ol ol el el el ol ol el el el ol el ol ol ol ol ol o1



Focus.Middos

ear Talmid,

The Munkacser Rebbe,
R Chaim Elazar Shapira
I, left an everlasting
impression on the city of
Munkacs. He opened schools
and established a vast network
of charitable institutions to ease
the burden of the omy in the city
and the surrounding districts.
In his time, the city of Munkacs
grew from just a few thousand
to over 11,000 Jews. The Jews
represented about half of the
city's population.

One of the most memorable
events in the city of Munkacs
was the wedding of Rabbi Chaim
Elazar's only daughter Frima on
»¥an ATx v (March 15, 1933).
Over 20,000 guests attended,
coming from Europe and even
the US. Hungary, Poland, and
Czechoslovakia agreed to open
their borders and no visa was
necessary for people who
wished to attend the wedding.
Special arches were erected
throughout the city in celebration
of the joyous occasion.

An American filming company
was sent to Munkacs to
document this historic event.

6\9/6\

The Rebbe heard about the crew
from America and immediately
had the opon bring the crew
members over. He made a historic
deal. He would be willing to allow
the camera crew to record him
on film on the condition that they
promised to show his entire brief
speech. He spoke directly into
the camera and with fire in his
eyes and his voice cracking, he
waved his finger at the camera
and pleaded with the Jews in
America to keep ‘'sweet’ nay.

My mnn, imagine the noiseand
commotion of a city closed for
this grand wedding. The Rebbe
is marrying off his only child born
after many years of waiting. Led
by his entourage towards the
non, the Rebbe suddenly stops.
Over 20,000 guests, dignitaries
and police all anxiously watch
the Rebbe's every action. The
n»nn has come to a standstill.
What is on the Rebbe's mind?
nay observance in Americal The
Rebbe's greatest concern, at his
moment of supreme joy, was for
immigrant Jews lost in foreign
land. What should be our worry
at the time of our nnnw? To be
concerned about other Jews!

mTPaYour ")

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

SageSayings
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Understanding Davening
< NDNN)PM 1T AED MYV N O

This day of the Shavuos festival, the time of
the giving of our Torah ...

Why is the aiv oy of nivay referred to as yoy
nMIn En, the time of the giving of our n7in?
It would seem to be more appropriate to call
it nnYm nvap yoy — the time of the receiving
of our nyin. The word yan means giving or
gift. The myim that we learn every day is a gift
that is continually giving. It is the ultimate gift
that enhances every aspect of our daily lives.
For example, part of the gift of min is that
the min we learn daily creates a shield that
constantly protects us from lurking dangers. It
is interesting to note that the NV of ypn Yoy
NMIA is 1,649, which is the same as »93 v
ny»an — like a protection from misfortune.
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This Week in History

e ¥nn YNy 1657 / 2103 B.C.E. - The waters of
the 91mn began to subside (150 days after the rain
stopped [ngpn 177 7Y 2N YR Y WPIN N NOYh
o nxm ownnl).

WY Unn YNY 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - Six weeks
after o»yn mwyw, in preparation for ninn nvap, »a
YN arrived at the mountain of »»v 90 and camped
together “1nx 292 1N ¥oN9 — as one man, with one
heart” (19— N2y X PY).

2 )v 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - On this day '1 told
nYn to tell by »a ... ooy Yan N Y oM.
..UTTR ) DI N2ZNNn oY »nn bX) - you shall be My
treasure from among all the nations.. And you will
be to Me a kingdom of ministers and a holy nation..
(-n:v> Niny). Because of this, the day is known as
DNPHD OP.

310 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - w21 nyin returns Sar »a's
reply to 7 that they lovingly and categorically
agreed to accept the nin. 1st of the nyayn M nvby,
the 3 days of preparation, in which a3 993 were
taught by nvn how to prepare themselves for
M7in 1m0 (0020 NVWYH).

4190 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - 2nd of the ny2yn » nvbv.
117 NYn wrote the myin, from myxaa until the nign that
they were commanded in n.

The Munkacser Rebbe Y731 would explain to his o»on the
importance of making a o»v. The yan 1% loses much of its n»
when a person becomes accomplished in n2im. In a sharp but
lighthearted way, he would say, “x vV VIXPNA PR YID 1Y WT
WNNI T8O, — The yIn 1 has many names. — HX »1 139 IWIVN
5-8n0 — One of them is Y-8nND — NIPN DYV NIAR YN DN I-NHD
nivys prt — 9-nnvo spells the 1st letters of [the Hebrew phrasel,
[Just] don't finish any nyen!”

519 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - 31 nvn built anam and
erected 12 mayn at the foot of »»v 70, made a N2 with
SN »a at which they declared: "y 7 727 N Y5
ypwy - All that 71 has spoken, we shall do and hear”

6190 2448 / 1313 B.C.E. - The myin was given to the
Jews on»yv 10 seven weeks after oagn mww. The
entire nation (600,000 heads of households), as well
as the minyy of ALL future generations of Yx7» Yoa,
heard 7 declare the first two nina7 of the ninaTn myvy
and witnessed '1's communication of the other eight
through 27 nvn. 121 NYin then ascended »»o 10 for

40 days to receive the remainder of the nyin from 7.
Adapted from: Hamaayan- R’ Shlomo Katz
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AN IMPORTANT MEETING TO ATTEND IN

RAV SHNEUR KOTLER TRAVELED TO A WEDDING IN NEW YORK CITY AND HAD

LAKEWOOD THAT SAME EVENING.

THANK YOU SO MUCH,.
PLEASE WAIT AT THE DOOR OF THE e
WEDDING HALL. T INTEND TO LEAVE i

RIGHT AFTER THE CHUPPAH.
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I WANTED TO
REMIND THE ROSH
HAYESHIVAH ABOUT THE
IMPORTANT MEETING IN
LAKEWOOD.

HAYESHIVAH, IF YOU DON'T
MIND ME ASKING, WHAT ABOUT
THE IMPORTANT MEETING IN
LAKEWOOD THAT BEGAN

UL P
TN, TIME PASSED, AND THE prAlLy
I | BACHUR CONTINUED TO WAIT. | - Il
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WOW, THE
CHUPPAH WAS OVER THREE
HOURS AGO AND THE ROSH
HAYESHIVAH HAS STILL NOT
COME OUTSIDE. T GUESS T'LL
CONTINUE TO WAIT.

PLEASE WAIT A
8IT LONGER.

LET ME EXPLAIN: T WAS NOT GIVEN ANY KI8BLID
AT THE CHUPPAH. THAT IS OF COURSE FINE WITH ME.
BUT IF T WOULD HAVE PROMPTLY DEPARTED, THE BAALE/
SIMCHAH MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THAT I WAS INSULTED AND
THAT IS WHY I LEFT. T OID NOT WANT TO WORRY THEM
ON THIS SPECIAL NIGHT, SO I DECIDED TO SKIP THE
IMPORTANT MEETING AND REMAIN HERE.

HOURS AGO?

R’ YOSEF CHAIM SHNEUR KOTLER WAS BORN IN SLUTSK, RUSSIA. AS A YOUTH, HE LEARNED WITH
HIS FATHER AND LATER LINDER R’ BARUCH BER LEIBOWITZ D783, IN 1940, HE ESCAPED TO
SNV XNIN. THERE HE LEARNED IN DN \Y N LED 8Y HIS GRANDFATHER, R’ ISSER ZALMAN
MELTZER 57Ny, AND ATTENDED D)WV GIVEN 8Y R’ YECHEZKEL SARNA D7N7 AND THE BRISKER
ROV Y783, IN 1947, HE JOINED HIS FATHER IN LAKEWOOD. HE BECAME NYW YN IN 1963. HE
TRANSFORMED LAKEWOOD FROM A NW> OF 200 TO ALMOST 1,000 DXTION AT THE TIME OF
HIS NPV, HE ALSO PIONEERED ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY ©951d IN THE UNITED STATES AND
ABROAD. HE SERVED ON THE NIINN 21T NXYIN OF INIW NTIN, NIIDNI NN AND INNINY TIN, AND
LED THE EFFORT TO HELP REFUGEES FROM RUSSIA AND IRAN.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794
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