
ן דָמָיו הַקְצוּבִין בַתוֹרָה יִתֵּ  מִצְוָה שנ: מַעֲרִיךְ אָדָם שֶׁ
 We   are   commanded   to   follow   the   laws   of   עֲרָכִין, 
erech-valuations, of people; that is to say, someone who said,  “[The 
obligation to pay] עֶרְכִי עָלַי, my own erech-value is upon me,” or “ ְעֵרֶך
 the erech-values of So-and-so is upon me,” must give a fixed ,פְלוֹנִי עָלַי
amount, which the תּוֹרָה has established, based upon gender and age, 
to the כֹּהֵן. This is a מִצְוַת עֲשֵה as the פָסוּק says, “ ָאִישׁ כִי יַפְלִא  נֶדֶר בְעֶרְכְך
 regarding an ד׳ vow, to ,נֶדֶר If a person promises with a — נְפָשֹּׁת לַד׳
erech-valuation of people … (וַיִקְרָא כז:ב).” The laws of עֲרָכִין fall under 
category of ׁנִדְרֵי הֶקְדֵש, vows related to holiness.  
 If one does not give the money to the כֹּהֵן, not only is he 
ֹּא תַעֲשֶה but he also transgresses two ,מִצְוַת עֲשֵה this מִבַטֵל  and מִצְוֹת ל
another מִצְוַת עֲשֵה. These are: ֹֹּא יַחֵל דְבָרו  one must not desecrate his ,ל
words (בַמִדְבָר ל:ג, מִצְוָה תז), ֹבַל תְּאַחֵר לְשַׁלְמו, you shall not be late in 
paying it (דְבָרִים כג:כב, מִצְוָה תקעד) and כְכָל הַיֹּצֵא מִפִיו יַעֲשֶה, according 
to everything that comes out of his mouth he shall do ( בַמִדְבָר ל:ג, מִצְוָה
   .(תקעה
 The ְאַלְשִׁיך teaches that the purpose of this מִצְוָה is to 
recognize the קְדֻשָׁה, holiness, that resides within each Jewish person, 
especially oneself. 
 This מִצְוָה is a type of פִדְיוֹן, redemption, that comes with a 
spiritual motivation. When a person pledges his own value to the  בֵית
 and is dedicating himself to ד׳ he is forming an attachment to ,הַמִקְדָשׁ
become more spiritual.  He recognizes that he is in fact holy and is 

creating his redemption value to be given for ד׳. Similarly, a person 
who pledges the erech-value of another person, such as a child or 
relative, is telling that person to recognize the קְדֻשָׁה within and to 
become more dedicated to the service ד׳.   
 This explains the תַי ו) מִדְרָשׁ תַּנְחוּמָא  said to Jewish ד׳ that (בְחֻקֹּ
people, “If you bring your עֲרָכִין pledges to me, I will consider it as if you 
offered  your  very  lives  to  Me.”  This  is  a  redemption  of  a  person 
dedicating himself to become more spiritual. 
 The ְחִנּוּך teaches that the purpose of this מִצְוָה is to 
recognize the holy נְשָׁמָה, soul, within our words. 
 Mankind’s spirituality is through the power of speech. When 
man was created from the earth ד׳ breathed into man the נֶפֶשׁ חַיָה, 
living soul (בְרֵאשִׁית ב:ז) This נֶפֶשׁ חַיָה is the spirit that connects man to 
נֶפֶשׁ  translates תַּרְגּוּם אוּנְקְלוּס .and distinguishes man from an animal ד׳
 a speaking spirit. Our words define our ,לְרוּחַ מְמַלְלָא to mean חַיָה
nobility of character and, without the power to communicate, the rest 
of the body is considered on the spiritual level of a dead body.  
 The ְחִנּוּך’s explanation gives us another possible 
interpretation of the מִדְרָשׁ תַּנִחוּמָא cited above: Our words are our  ׁנֶפֶש
 our soul. When we fulfill our obligations, especially in regards to ,חַיָה
 considers the action as the ד׳ ,charity ,צְדָקוֹת holy matters, or ,הֶקְדֵשׁוֹת
  !fulfillment, of our soul ,שְׁלֵמוּת

Adapted from The Book of Mitzvos (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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It was the tense first day of the newly formed Camp 
Agudah Midwest. The Telz Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Avrohom Chaim 

Levin called the new camp director…

The speech was mesmerizing and would 
never be forgotten. The next day…

The Rosh Yeshiva was again escorted with an entourage 
through the old lobby, but this time he stopped.

The Rosh Yeshiva was escorted with an 
entourage through the old lobby into 

the new bais hamidrash.

After mincha…

I’m staying 
nearby and I was 
wondering if I may 
join you at mincha 

today?

Sure. The Rosh Yeshiva 
doesn’t need my permission to 

come to his own camp. Mincha will 
IY”H be at 3:00pm. It would be a 
special zechus if the inaugural 
tefillah would be accompanied 
by a few words from the Rosh 

Yeshiva!

…I too grew up in the Mid-
West! I went to public school 

right here in the state of Michigan. 
Who would have DREAMED that one 
day we would be able learn in real 
yeshivos and then go to a Summer 

Torah Camp. Can you begin to 
appreciate what has been done 

for you?!?…

…today I’m coming 
as president of 
Agudas Yisrael!

Of course, 
sure!

Oh! I noticed 
yesterday and today that there 
are old paper towels and other 

garbage under those couches. It is 
unacceptable that people should see 
uncollected garbage in a facility run 

by Agudas Yisrael.

If the 
Rosh Hayeshiva 

noticed the mess 
yesterday, why 
did he not tell 
me? I’m sure 
I would have 
cleaned it up 

then!

My son, you ask well. 
But Yesterday I was 

not prepared to come 
to the camp in my role 

as President of Agudas 
Yisrael… You had too 

much on your plate the 
first day, you didn’t 

deserve any criticism.

When you asked me to speak as the Rosh 
Yeshiva, I agreed to only come as a visiting 

Rosh Yeshiva. As a visitor, my comments about the 
cleanliness of the lobby would have been out of 

place. Today, however, I called you to say that I’m 
wearing the hat of the President of Agudas Yisrael. 

When I saw garbage, it was my responsibility to 
bring it to your attention.

5692 - 5779  1932 - 2018  ukxf wf

ים יעֶזֶר was born in Vashki, Lithuania, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  Levin. The Levins שָרָה מְנוּחָה and Rebbitzen (רָב the) ר׳ אֱלִּ
immigrated to the US in 1938 and settled in Detroit. ים  was sent to Telshe in Cleveland and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
was a prize יד יבָה of the תַלְמִּ ים מָרְדְכַי ,רָאשֵׁי יְשִּׁ יר and זַצַ״ל Katz ר׳ חַיִּ יָהוּ מֵאִּ  In 1957, he .זַצַ״ל Bloch ר׳ אֵלִּ
married אֶסְתֵר, the daughter of ם מָרְדְכַי יר of) זַצַ״ל Ginsburg ר׳ אֶפְרַיִּ יבַת מִּ  in Flatbush). The couple יְשִּׁ
moved to Detroit to be with יעֶזֶר ירָה Levin after his wife's ר׳ אֱלִּ ים In 1960, R' Katz asked .פְטִּ  ,ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
to open a Telshe יבָה ים in Chicago, IL, with יְשִּׁ ים .זַצַ״ל Schmelczer ר׳ חַיִּ  was reluctant to leave ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
his father alone, so R' Katz convinced him to go just for אֱלוּל, and then arranged a ְדוּך יעֶזֶר for שִּׁ  .ר׳ אֱלִּ
ים דוֹב יטָ״א Keller ר׳ חַיִּ יבָה joined the שַׁלִּ  shortly afterwards. With wisdom and a sense of יְשִּׁ
responsibility, ים ים of the יוֹשֵׁב ראֹשׁ Jewry as תוֹרָה served American ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  ,תוֹרָה וּמְסוֹרָה of וַעַד הָרַבָנִּ
and a leading member of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה. In his תוֹרָה and הַדְרָכָה, he was a יד מֻבְהָק יָהוּ  of תַלְמִּ ר׳ אֵלִּ

יר ים of Telshe to thousands of מָסוֹרָה Bloch, and For 60 years he taught the special מֵאִּ ידִּ  .תַלְמִּ

Sure, I’ll get 
it cleaned up 
right away!

Good idea! 
…I’ll come as a 

representative of 
the Telz Yeshiva!

???

???
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

צְחָק זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  and ר׳ שָאוּל was born in Piltin, Latvia, to ר׳ חַיִּ
יבַת טעֶלז Korb. He went to חַיָה  at 16 and quickly became יְשִּ
a יד מֻבְהָק  In 1896, he married .זַצַ״ל of R' Leizer Gordon תַלְמִּ

רְיָם צְחָק the daughter of ,לֵאָה מִּ יבָה ,Rabin ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ  of דַיָן and ראֺש יְשִּ
Ponovezh (ים לְמֺשֶה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה לֻאִּ צְחָק In 1909, he succeeded .(בַעַל מִּ  ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ
as דַיָן, later serving as רָב in Pavlograd and then Zager. In 1926, he 
immigrated to the United States, serving as a רָב in Harlem, NY, where he 
published his classic ים יבוֹת חַיִּ ים ,and later (עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם) נְתִּ  In .(דְרוּש) טַל שְחָקִּ
1928, he became a יבָה אֶרֶץ  in Chicago, IL. In 1951, he moved to ראֺש יְשִּ
שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל where he became close to many ,יִּ  He is buried next .גְדוֹלֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ
to יסר זַלְמַן  .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִּ

 ג׳ סיון
5630 — 5717 
1870 — 1957 

צְחָק ים יִּ  was respected by the זַצַ״ל Korb ר׳ חַיִּ
שְרָאֵל יוּת of his time for his גְדוֹלֵי יִּ  in גְאוֹנִּ
learning. Upon seeing his ים דּוּשִּ  the ,חִּ
Rogatchover זַצַ״ל ,גָאוֹן, declared, “These 
are ל תוֹרָה תָה שֶׁ  the essence of truth in ,לְאֲמִּ
ים It is said that ”!תוֹרָה  Soloveitchik ר׳ חַיִּ
צְחָק asked זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  to review his ר׳ חַיִּ
דּוּשֵי תוֹרָה  R' Korb asked a question on .חִּ
one דּוּש ים and חִּ  removed it from his ר׳ חַיִּ
ר ר When .סֵפֶׁ  visited זַצַ״ל Leibowitz ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶׁ
the US, he met צְחָק ים יִּ  This is how he described his .ר׳ חַיִּ
discussion in learning: “In Chicago, I heard ינַי סִּ  ”!תוֹרָה מִּ
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

1. Why is יַעֲקֹב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך and ּאֵלִיָ־הו is 
written missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך? 

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older diminish 
more than that of a woman 60 and up? 

ְׁכּוֹן as a אֵלִיָ־הוּ from ו took the letter יַעֲקֹב .1  אֵלִיָ־הוּ to insure that (as security) מַש
would come to redeem יַעֲקֹב’s children (…ִּי אֶת  .(26:42 — ד״ה וְזָכַרְת

2. The expression [ְׁבֵיתָא ְׁבֵיתָא סִימָא ב ְׁתָא ב ְׁבֵיתָא סָב ְׁבֵיתָא פָחָא ב  implies חֲזַ״ל of [סָבָא ב
that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and therefore loses 
more of his value (…ִּבֶן ִּם מ  .(27:7 — ד״ה וְא

1. Why is יַעֲקֹב written with an extra ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך and ּאֵלִיָ־הו is 
written missing the ‘5 ’ו times in ְתַנַ״ך? 

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older diminish 
more than that of a woman 60 and up? 

ְׁכּוֹן as a אֵלִיָ־הוּ from ו took the letter יַעֲקֹב .1  אֵלִיָ־הוּ to insure that (as security) מַש
would come to redeem יַעֲקֹב’s children (…ִּי אֶת  .(26:42 — ד״ה וְזָכַרְת

2. The expression [ְׁבֵיתָא ְׁבֵיתָא סִימָא ב ְׁתָא ב ְׁבֵיתָא סָב ְׁבֵיתָא פָחָא ב  implies חֲזַ״ל of [סָבָא ב
that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and therefore loses 
more of his value (…ִּבֶן ִּם מ  .(27:7 — ד״ה וְא

Chofetz ChaimMoment
 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ט׳ סעיף ג׳

*Leivi, new to the neighborhood, was not aware of the two older boys 
who always demanded their ‘honor’. The parents of these boys never 
listened to anything said against them and Eli realized that it was best 
just to tell Leivi to be careful when dealing with these boys. Leivi was 
flabbergasted and did not believe that this behavior was tolerated and 
wouldn’t listen to Eli’s warning. Eli overheard one of the boys plotting 
to create an embarrassing moment for Leivi.             
What points must Eli satisfy before relating what he heard to Leivi?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The five points that Eli must satisfy are 1) to relate only that which is absolutely 
necessary 2) not to exaggerate 3) to have only a constructive purpose in mind when 
relating what he heard 4) to have no alternative solution and 5) to do his utmost to 
avoid permanently causing anyone more מַחֲלֹקֶת than necessary .   

A Glass of Tea and a BumblebeeLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

כוּ  לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ רָא כ״ו:ג(… אִם בְּ )וַיִקְּ  
 If you will follow My decrees … 
 that the guarantee of the חֲזַ״ל quotes the words of רַשִ״י 
rewards that follow in the next few סוּקִים  are for the people who פְּ
are לִים  comes too תוֹרָה study. If the תוֹרָה work hard, in their ,עַמֵּ
easily, the final reward is not the same. 
 teach us that learning without hard work is similar to חֲזַ״ל 
planting  without  reaping.  The  learning  does  not  reap  the  true 
rewards that follow when the תוֹרָה does not come with hardship. 
That explains why the רָכָה  we make every morning before we begin בְּ
learning stresses י תוֹרָה רֵּ דִבְּ  to work [engross] ourselves in the ,לַעֲסוֹק בְּ
words of תוֹרָה. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was very difficult for Levi. Growing up in a home with 
such great expectations was almost too much to handle. His father 
was a prominent שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  his mother a noted educator. But Levi ,ר
was just a simple young man. He did not possess unusual intelligence 
and wasn’t particularly talented in any specific area. He was just a 
regular guy. 
 The tension of trying to grow into someone that he was 
expected to be, but did not seem to have the talent to become, was 
quite overwhelming for him. The peer pressure in שִיבָה -made the l6 יְּ
year-old boy feel as if he were suffocating. And he felt as if he had no 
one to turn to. His mind kept telling him to go see a great רָב, to get 
some guidance. He had heard that the great R' Shach זַצַ״ל was a kind 
and gentle man, aside from being one of the world’s great תוֹרָה 
authorities. So on one unusually gloomy day, Levi picked himself up 
and traveled to see the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. 
 Sitting in the waiting room outside R' Shach’s study, Levi 
watched as many people filed in one by one. In fact, many of them 
had come after he did, and he couldn’t blame anyone for going ahead 
of him. After all, he thought to himself, what am I worth anyway? He 
had not even asked to see the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  how could he have ;ר
expected to be seen? Well, in any case, now there was no one else 
waiting, so Levi stood up and walked into the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  .s room’ר

 Sitting there in front of him was the frail, elderly רֶבִי. 
Although his eyesight was extremely poor, he noticed immediately 
that the young man had been crying. “Tell me what’s wrong.” 
 It did not take long for Levi to open up completely. He 
spoke about his lack of worth and his low self-esteem, how he was 
never able to please anyone or to make anyone happy. He went on 
and on as R' Shach watched and listened, nodding and shaking his 
head. Levi had never poured out his heart like this to anyone. Now he 
needed to hear something — anything — from this צַדִיק to let him 
know that there was reason for him to have hope that things would 
get  better.  He  had  to  hear  that  all  the  anxiety  and  hassle  would 
ultimately  end  and  lead  to  some  sort  of  pleasantness.  After  he 
finished his outburst, he waited for a response, for some magical 
words. But no words came. 
 Instead, he watched as R' Shach sat quietly, tears filling his 
eyes. Levi still waited, hoping to hear some sort of soothing message. 
Two of the longest minutes in Levi’s life seemed to crawl by, and then 
he noticed that as the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  ,was stirring some honey into his tea ר
a smile began to form on his lips as if a thought had just entered his 
mind. 
 Finally, R' Shach began to speak as he continued to stir his 
tea.  “Did you ever notice that a bee is one of the most irritating, 
bothersome creatures? It buzzes around you and refuses to go away, 
sometimes even biting and hurting you. Yet, one who endures the 
sting  of  the  bee  will  be  rewarded  with  the  sweetest  and  most 
satisfying taste there is. And I think that the reason ה׳ made it that 
way was to teach us a lesson — sometimes, when things are difficult 
and worrisome, there will be honey to taste when it is all over.” 
 Levi saw that the honey on the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  s spoon was now’ר
nearly  dissolved.  The  message  was  clear.  He  suppressed  the 
welled-up tears and replaced them with a small smile. He knew it 
might be difficult. It would hurt. At times it might be utterly painful. 
But he had hope that in the end the sweet taste of honey was 
awaiting him. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

בווּעווֹת מָא: שָׁ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call into the Pirchei hotline! Lot's of Divrei Torah and Stories! - 718-663-0212

 One who remained awake learning all night should ask 
one who slept during the night to be מוֹצִיא him with the 
רָכוֹת כוֹת הַתּוֹרָה of בְּ כַת צִיצִת ,בִרְּ שָמָה ,בִרְּ הַמַעֲבִיר  and ,אֱלֹקַי נְּ

נָה  .שֵׁ
 If one slept in bed for at least a ½ hour during the daytime 

on עֶרֶב שָבֻעוֹת, then one may say כוֹת הַתּוֹרָה  .himself בִרְּ
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FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R' Itzele זַצַ״ל, the גָּאוֹן 
and דוֹל הַדוֹר ב and the גָּ  of רָּ
Ponovezh, had a special יְדִידוּת for 
ק  They .זַצַ״ל Korb ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
would meet weekly to review the 
questions in learning that each 
had encountered over the course 
of the week. R' Itzele referred to 
ק  with a גָּאוֹן“ as a ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
wagon-load of שְיוֹת  There was ”!קֻּ
nothing that could give  ר׳ חַיִים
ק  more joy than in-depth יִצְחָּ
learning and being  י ש חִדוּשֵּ מְחַדֵּ
ה  .תּוֹרָּ
 However, there was one 
thing that paralleled  ר׳ חַיִים
ק ה s’יִצְחָּ  and that was ,אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָּ
his tangible מַיִם  'R .יִרְאַת שָּ
Yechezkel Sarna זַצַ״ל, the  ראֺש
ה  once said, “There ,חֶבְרוֹן of יְשִיבָּ
are many אָה י הוֹרָּ  but very ,מוֹרֵּ
few אָה י הוֹרָּ  Meaning: there] יִרְאֵּ
are many נִים ן who רַבָּ ה a פַסְקָּ לָּ  ,שְאֵּ
question, based on their 
knowledge of ה כָּ  but very few ,הֲלָּ
who know the ה כָּ  well and are הֲלָּ
still afraid to ן  because of פַסְקָּ
their מַיִם ק .[יִרְאַת שָּ  ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
was a true אָה א הוֹרָּ  ”!יָּרֵּ
 During the years that R' 
Korb was in America, one of the 
primary jobs as a ה  was ראֺש יְשִיבָּ
to test תַּלְמִידִים and grant them 
ה ה Once, after the .סְמִיכָּ  held יְשִיבָּ

a ה חוּרִים for 39 סְעוּדָּ  being בָּ
granted ה ק ,סְמִיכָּ  ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
remarked that the responsibility 
weighed so heavily on him that 
he felt as if he had been stabbed 
with 39 knives. 
 Shortly  after  R'  Korb 
began granting ה  one of his ,סְמִיכָּ
כִים ב assumed a position as מוּסְמָּ  רָּ
in a ה  that did not conform to קְהִלָּ
ק  s strict halachic’ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
standards. ק  was so ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
shaken when he heard about this 
situation, that he declared that 
he was resigning from giving 
ה  .סְמִיכָּ
 This was a most difficult 
decision. He was convinced that 
he would be fired for giving up 
one of his main responsibilities; 
however, this was not the case. 
The ה לָּ ה of the הַנְהָּ  accepted יְשִיבָּ
his decision. 
 My תַּלְמִיד, when  ר׳ חַיִים
ק  ,took his unpopular stance יִצְחָּ
he never intended that 80 years 
later, it would serve as a model 
lesson about his מַיִם  !יִרְאַת שָּ
Anytime you make a difficult 
choice מַיִם ם שָּ  a ,נִצְחִיוּת it is ,לְשֵּ
 that will be remembered זְכוּת
forever! 

רוּךְ!   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission) 

Sage Sayings
When a group of חוּרִים  due to a history שִעוּר came late to his בָּ
class that ran overtime, ק  .rebuked them ,זַצַ״ל Korb ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
אוֹיב אִיר װִילט װִיסן װאָס רַשִ״י האָט געֶגעֶסן פאַר פרִישטִיק, קעֶנט אִיר "
 ate רַשִ״י If you want to know what — גײֵן צוּם געֶשִיכטעֶ לעֶקצִיעֶ 
for breakfast, you can go to the history lesson —  אָבעֶר, אוֹיב אִיר
 but if you want to — װִילט װִיסן אוּן פאַרשטײֵן װאָס זאָגט רַשִ״י
know and understand what רַשִ״י is saying —  דעֶמאָלץ דאַרפסט
 "!שִעוּר then you must attend my — אִיר קוּמעֶן צוּ מײַן שִעוּר!

Source: Yated Ne’eman   
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that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and therefore loses 
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ט׳ סעיף ג׳

*Leivi, new to the neighborhood, was not aware of the two older boys 
who always demanded their ‘honor’. The parents of these boys never 
listened to anything said against them and Eli realized that it was best 
just to tell Leivi to be careful when dealing with these boys. Leivi was 
flabbergasted and did not believe that this behavior was tolerated and 
wouldn’t listen to Eli’s warning. Eli overheard one of the boys plotting 
to create an embarrassing moment for Leivi.             
What points must Eli satisfy before relating what he heard to Leivi?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The five points that Eli must satisfy are 1) to relate only that which is absolutely 
necessary 2) not to exaggerate 3) to have only a constructive purpose in mind when 
relating what he heard 4) to have no alternative solution and 5) to do his utmost to 
avoid permanently causing anyone more מַחֲלֹקֶת than necessary .   

A Glass of Tea and a BumblebeeLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

כוּ  לֵּ תַי תֵּ חֻקֺּ רָא כ״ו:ג(… אִם בְּ )וַיִקְּ  
 If you will follow My decrees … 
 that the guarantee of the חֲזַ״ל quotes the words of רַשִ״י 
rewards that follow in the next few סוּקִים  are for the people who פְּ
are לִים  comes too תוֹרָה study. If the תוֹרָה work hard, in their ,עַמֵּ
easily, the final reward is not the same. 
 teach us that learning without hard work is similar to חֲזַ״ל 
planting  without  reaping.  The  learning  does  not  reap  the  true 
rewards that follow when the תוֹרָה does not come with hardship. 
That explains why the רָכָה  we make every morning before we begin בְּ
learning stresses י תוֹרָה רֵּ דִבְּ  to work [engross] ourselves in the ,לַעֲסוֹק בְּ
words of תוֹרָה. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 It was very difficult for Levi. Growing up in a home with 
such great expectations was almost too much to handle. His father 
was a prominent שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  his mother a noted educator. But Levi ,ר
was just a simple young man. He did not possess unusual intelligence 
and wasn’t particularly talented in any specific area. He was just a 
regular guy. 
 The tension of trying to grow into someone that he was 
expected to be, but did not seem to have the talent to become, was 
quite overwhelming for him. The peer pressure in שִיבָה -made the l6 יְּ
year-old boy feel as if he were suffocating. And he felt as if he had no 
one to turn to. His mind kept telling him to go see a great רָב, to get 
some guidance. He had heard that the great R' Shach זַצַ״ל was a kind 
and gentle man, aside from being one of the world’s great תוֹרָה 
authorities. So on one unusually gloomy day, Levi picked himself up 
and traveled to see the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. 
 Sitting in the waiting room outside R' Shach’s study, Levi 
watched as many people filed in one by one. In fact, many of them 
had come after he did, and he couldn’t blame anyone for going ahead 
of him. After all, he thought to himself, what am I worth anyway? He 
had not even asked to see the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  how could he have ;ר
expected to be seen? Well, in any case, now there was no one else 
waiting, so Levi stood up and walked into the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  .s room’ר

 Sitting there in front of him was the frail, elderly רֶבִי. 
Although his eyesight was extremely poor, he noticed immediately 
that the young man had been crying. “Tell me what’s wrong.” 
 It did not take long for Levi to open up completely. He 
spoke about his lack of worth and his low self-esteem, how he was 
never able to please anyone or to make anyone happy. He went on 
and on as R' Shach watched and listened, nodding and shaking his 
head. Levi had never poured out his heart like this to anyone. Now he 
needed to hear something — anything — from this צַדִיק to let him 
know that there was reason for him to have hope that things would 
get  better.  He  had  to  hear  that  all  the  anxiety  and  hassle  would 
ultimately  end  and  lead  to  some  sort  of  pleasantness.  After  he 
finished his outburst, he waited for a response, for some magical 
words. But no words came. 
 Instead, he watched as R' Shach sat quietly, tears filling his 
eyes. Levi still waited, hoping to hear some sort of soothing message. 
Two of the longest minutes in Levi’s life seemed to crawl by, and then 
he noticed that as the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  ,was stirring some honey into his tea ר
a smile began to form on his lips as if a thought had just entered his 
mind. 
 Finally, R' Shach began to speak as he continued to stir his 
tea.  “Did you ever notice that a bee is one of the most irritating, 
bothersome creatures? It buzzes around you and refuses to go away, 
sometimes even biting and hurting you. Yet, one who endures the 
sting  of  the  bee  will  be  rewarded  with  the  sweetest  and  most 
satisfying taste there is. And I think that the reason ה׳ made it that 
way was to teach us a lesson — sometimes, when things are difficult 
and worrisome, there will be honey to taste when it is all over.” 
 Levi saw that the honey on the שִיבָה ֺּאש יְּ  s spoon was now’ר
nearly  dissolved.  The  message  was  clear.  He  suppressed  the 
welled-up tears and replaced them with a small smile. He knew it 
might be difficult. It would hurt. At times it might be utterly painful. 
But he had hope that in the end the sweet taste of honey was 
awaiting him. 

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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situation, that he declared that 
he was resigning from giving 
ה  .סְמִיכָּ
 This was a most difficult 
decision. He was convinced that 
he would be fired for giving up 
one of his main responsibilities; 
however, this was not the case. 
The ה לָּ ה of the הַנְהָּ  accepted יְשִיבָּ
his decision. 
 My תַּלְמִיד, when  ר׳ חַיִים
ק  ,took his unpopular stance יִצְחָּ
he never intended that 80 years 
later, it would serve as a model 
lesson about his מַיִם  !יִרְאַת שָּ
Anytime you make a difficult 
choice מַיִם ם שָּ  a ,נִצְחִיוּת it is ,לְשֵּ
 that will be remembered זְכוּת
forever! 

רוּךְ!   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission) 

Sage Sayings
When a group of חוּרִים  due to a history שִעוּר came late to his בָּ
class that ran overtime, ק  .rebuked them ,זַצַ״ל Korb ר׳ חַיִים יִצְחָּ
אוֹיב אִיר װִילט װִיסן װאָס רַשִ״י האָט געֶגעֶסן פאַר פרִישטִיק, קעֶנט אִיר "
 ate רַשִ״י If you want to know what — גײֵן צוּם געֶשִיכטעֶ לעֶקצִיעֶ 
for breakfast, you can go to the history lesson —  אָבעֶר, אוֹיב אִיר
 but if you want to — װִילט װִיסן אוּן פאַרשטײֵן װאָס זאָגט רַשִ״י
know and understand what רַשִ״י is saying —  דעֶמאָלץ דאַרפסט
 "!שִעוּר then you must attend my — אִיר קוּמעֶן צוּ מײַן שִעוּר!

Source: Yated Ne’eman   
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ן דָמָיו הַקְצוּבִין בַתוֹרָה יִתֵּ  מִצְוָה שנ: מַעֲרִיךְ אָדָם שֶׁ
 We   are   commanded   to   follow   the   laws   of   עֲרָכִין, 
erech-valuations, of people; that is to say, someone who said,  “[The 
obligation to pay] עֶרְכִי עָלַי, my own erech-value is upon me,” or “ ְעֵרֶך
 the erech-values of So-and-so is upon me,” must give a fixed ,פְלוֹנִי עָלַי
amount, which the תּוֹרָה has established, based upon gender and age, 
to the כֹּהֵן. This is a מִצְוַת עֲשֵה as the פָסוּק says, “ ָאִישׁ כִי יַפְלִא  נֶדֶר בְעֶרְכְך
 regarding an ד׳ vow, to ,נֶדֶר If a person promises with a — נְפָשֹּׁת לַד׳
erech-valuation of people … (וַיִקְרָא כז:ב).” The laws of עֲרָכִין fall under 
category of ׁנִדְרֵי הֶקְדֵש, vows related to holiness.  
 If one does not give the money to the כֹּהֵן, not only is he 
ֹּא תַעֲשֶה but he also transgresses two ,מִצְוַת עֲשֵה this מִבַטֵל  and מִצְוֹת ל
another מִצְוַת עֲשֵה. These are: ֹֹּא יַחֵל דְבָרו  one must not desecrate his ,ל
words (בַמִדְבָר ל:ג, מִצְוָה תז), ֹבַל תְּאַחֵר לְשַׁלְמו, you shall not be late in 
paying it (דְבָרִים כג:כב, מִצְוָה תקעד) and כְכָל הַיֹּצֵא מִפִיו יַעֲשֶה, according 
to everything that comes out of his mouth he shall do ( בַמִדְבָר ל:ג, מִצְוָה
   .(תקעה
 The ְאַלְשִׁיך teaches that the purpose of this מִצְוָה is to 
recognize the קְדֻשָׁה, holiness, that resides within each Jewish person, 
especially oneself. 
 This מִצְוָה is a type of פִדְיוֹן, redemption, that comes with a 
spiritual motivation. When a person pledges his own value to the  בֵית
 and is dedicating himself to ד׳ he is forming an attachment to ,הַמִקְדָשׁ
become more spiritual.  He recognizes that he is in fact holy and is 

creating his redemption value to be given for ד׳. Similarly, a person 
who pledges the erech-value of another person, such as a child or 
relative, is telling that person to recognize the קְדֻשָׁה within and to 
become more dedicated to the service ד׳.   
 This explains the תַי ו) מִדְרָשׁ תַּנְחוּמָא  said to Jewish ד׳ that (בְחֻקֹּ
people, “If you bring your עֲרָכִין pledges to me, I will consider it as if you 
offered  your  very  lives  to  Me.”  This  is  a  redemption  of  a  person 
dedicating himself to become more spiritual. 
 The ְחִנּוּך teaches that the purpose of this מִצְוָה is to 
recognize the holy נְשָׁמָה, soul, within our words. 
 Mankind’s spirituality is through the power of speech. When 
man was created from the earth ד׳ breathed into man the נֶפֶשׁ חַיָה, 
living soul (בְרֵאשִׁית ב:ז) This נֶפֶשׁ חַיָה is the spirit that connects man to 
נֶפֶשׁ  translates תַּרְגּוּם אוּנְקְלוּס .and distinguishes man from an animal ד׳
 a speaking spirit. Our words define our ,לְרוּחַ מְמַלְלָא to mean חַיָה
nobility of character and, without the power to communicate, the rest 
of the body is considered on the spiritual level of a dead body.  
 The ְחִנּוּך’s explanation gives us another possible 
interpretation of the מִדְרָשׁ תַּנִחוּמָא cited above: Our words are our  ׁנֶפֶש
 our soul. When we fulfill our obligations, especially in regards to ,חַיָה
 considers the action as the ד׳ ,charity ,צְדָקוֹת holy matters, or ,הֶקְדֵשׁוֹת
  !fulfillment, of our soul ,שְׁלֵמוּת

Adapted from The Book of Mitzvos (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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It was the tense first day of the newly formed Camp 
Agudah Midwest. The Telz Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Avrohom Chaim 

Levin called the new camp director…

The speech was mesmerizing and would 
never be forgotten. The next day…

The Rosh Yeshiva was again escorted with an entourage 
through the old lobby, but this time he stopped.

The Rosh Yeshiva was escorted with an 
entourage through the old lobby into 

the new bais hamidrash.

After mincha…

I’m staying 
nearby and I was 
wondering if I may 
join you at mincha 

today?

Sure. The Rosh Yeshiva 
doesn’t need my permission to 

come to his own camp. Mincha will 
IY”H be at 3:00pm. It would be a 
special zechus if the inaugural 
tefillah would be accompanied 
by a few words from the Rosh 

Yeshiva!

…I too grew up in the Mid-
West! I went to public school 

right here in the state of Michigan. 
Who would have DREAMED that one 
day we would be able learn in real 
yeshivos and then go to a Summer 

Torah Camp. Can you begin to 
appreciate what has been done 

for you?!?…

…today I’m coming 
as president of 
Agudas Yisrael!

Of course, 
sure!

Oh! I noticed 
yesterday and today that there 
are old paper towels and other 

garbage under those couches. It is 
unacceptable that people should see 
uncollected garbage in a facility run 

by Agudas Yisrael.

If the 
Rosh Hayeshiva 

noticed the mess 
yesterday, why 
did he not tell 
me? I’m sure 
I would have 
cleaned it up 

then!

My son, you ask well. 
But Yesterday I was 

not prepared to come 
to the camp in my role 

as President of Agudas 
Yisrael… You had too 

much on your plate the 
first day, you didn’t 

deserve any criticism.

When you asked me to speak as the Rosh 
Yeshiva, I agreed to only come as a visiting 

Rosh Yeshiva. As a visitor, my comments about the 
cleanliness of the lobby would have been out of 

place. Today, however, I called you to say that I’m 
wearing the hat of the President of Agudas Yisrael. 

When I saw garbage, it was my responsibility to 
bring it to your attention.

5692 - 5779  1932 - 2018  ukxf wf

ים יעֶזֶר was born in Vashki, Lithuania, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  Levin. The Levins שָרָה מְנוּחָה and Rebbitzen (רָב the) ר׳ אֱלִּ
immigrated to the US in 1938 and settled in Detroit. ים  was sent to Telshe in Cleveland and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
was a prize יד יבָה of the תַלְמִּ ים מָרְדְכַי ,רָאשֵׁי יְשִּׁ יר and זַצַ״ל Katz ר׳ חַיִּ יָהוּ מֵאִּ  In 1957, he .זַצַ״ל Bloch ר׳ אֵלִּ
married אֶסְתֵר, the daughter of ם מָרְדְכַי יר of) זַצַ״ל Ginsburg ר׳ אֶפְרַיִּ יבַת מִּ  in Flatbush). The couple יְשִּׁ
moved to Detroit to be with יעֶזֶר ירָה Levin after his wife's ר׳ אֱלִּ ים In 1960, R' Katz asked .פְטִּ  ,ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
to open a Telshe יבָה ים in Chicago, IL, with יְשִּׁ ים .זַצַ״ל Schmelczer ר׳ חַיִּ  was reluctant to leave ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ
his father alone, so R' Katz convinced him to go just for אֱלוּל, and then arranged a ְדוּך יעֶזֶר for שִּׁ  .ר׳ אֱלִּ
ים דוֹב יטָ״א Keller ר׳ חַיִּ יבָה joined the שַׁלִּ  shortly afterwards. With wisdom and a sense of יְשִּׁ
responsibility, ים ים of the יוֹשֵׁב ראֹשׁ Jewry as תוֹרָה served American ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  ,תוֹרָה וּמְסוֹרָה of וַעַד הָרַבָנִּ
and a leading member of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה. In his תוֹרָה and הַדְרָכָה, he was a יד מֻבְהָק יָהוּ  of תַלְמִּ ר׳ אֵלִּ

יר ים of Telshe to thousands of מָסוֹרָה Bloch, and For 60 years he taught the special מֵאִּ ידִּ  .תַלְמִּ

Sure, I’ll get 
it cleaned up 
right away!

Good idea! 
…I’ll come as a 

representative of 
the Telz Yeshiva!

???

???
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

צְחָק זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  and ר׳ שָאוּל was born in Piltin, Latvia, to ר׳ חַיִּ
יבַת טעֶלז Korb. He went to חַיָה  at 16 and quickly became יְשִּ
a יד מֻבְהָק  In 1896, he married .זַצַ״ל of R' Leizer Gordon תַלְמִּ

רְיָם צְחָק the daughter of ,לֵאָה מִּ יבָה ,Rabin ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ  of דַיָן and ראֺש יְשִּ
Ponovezh (ים לְמֺשֶה עַל יוֹרֶה דֵעָה לֻאִּ צְחָק In 1909, he succeeded .(בַעַל מִּ  ר׳ מֺשֶה יִּ
as דַיָן, later serving as רָב in Pavlograd and then Zager. In 1926, he 
immigrated to the United States, serving as a רָב in Harlem, NY, where he 
published his classic ים יבוֹת חַיִּ ים ,and later (עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם) נְתִּ  In .(דְרוּש) טַל שְחָקִּ
1928, he became a יבָה אֶרֶץ  in Chicago, IL. In 1951, he moved to ראֺש יְשִּ
שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל where he became close to many ,יִּ  He is buried next .גְדוֹלֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ
to יסר זַלְמַן  .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִּ

 ג׳ סיון
5630 — 5717 
1870 — 1957 

צְחָק ים יִּ  was respected by the זַצַ״ל Korb ר׳ חַיִּ
שְרָאֵל יוּת of his time for his גְדוֹלֵי יִּ  in גְאוֹנִּ
learning. Upon seeing his ים דּוּשִּ  the ,חִּ
Rogatchover זַצַ״ל ,גָאוֹן, declared, “These 
are ל תוֹרָה תָה שֶׁ  the essence of truth in ,לְאֲמִּ
ים It is said that ”!תוֹרָה  Soloveitchik ר׳ חַיִּ
צְחָק asked זַצַ״ל ים יִּ  to review his ר׳ חַיִּ
דּוּשֵי תוֹרָה  R' Korb asked a question on .חִּ
one דּוּש ים and חִּ  removed it from his ר׳ חַיִּ
ר ר When .סֵפֶׁ  visited זַצַ״ל Leibowitz ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶׁ
the US, he met צְחָק ים יִּ  This is how he described his .ר׳ חַיִּ
discussion in learning: “In Chicago, I heard ינַי סִּ  ”!תוֹרָה מִּ
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