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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

נָּׁה ַהְשִביִעת    נָּׁה ַהִשִשית …  ְוִכי תֺאְמרּו ַמה נֺאַכל ַבשָּׁ ֶכם ַבשָּׁ ִתי לָּׁ ְוִצִּויִתי ֶאת ִבְרכָּׁ
א כ״ה:כ…) כ״א(-ַוִיְקרָּׁ  

 If you will say, what will we eat in the seventh year? … I will 
ordain My blessing for you in the sixth year …  
 The ה ה cites the question that may trouble some ּתֹורָּׁ  ְשִמיטָּׁ
observers: What will we eat in the 7th year? There are various levels of 
חֹון  and a person is blessed according to his sincerity. To ,ה׳ trust in ,ִבטָּׁ
those with little faith, the ה  will increase His ה׳ responds that ּתֹורָּׁ
blessing during the 6th year. It seems that as a result of their question, 
they will receive a greater yield during the sixth year. We would think 
that, to the contrary, the one who does not ask should receive the 
blessing! He is the believer who trusts enough not to question.  
 Based upon an insight of ְספֹוְרנֹו, R' Eliyahu Lopian, ַזַצ״ל, 
explains that indeed the one who does not question will need less 
food. What he already has will more than suffice. However, the one 
who questions needs the blessing of a greater yield. It all depends 
upon the person’s sincere level of חֹון  .ִבטָּׁ
 R' Yaakov Beifus, ״א  relates a story that demonstrates ,ְשִליטָּׁ
this concept. The דֹוש  on ַּתְלִמיִדים once gave a lecture to his ַאְלִשיְך ַהקָּׁ
the concept of חֹון  He reiterated, time and again, that one who .ִבטָּׁ
sincerely trusts in ה׳ will reap the greatest benefits.  
 Among the crowd was a simple Jew who earned his living 
hauling sand and clay. When he heard what the ַאְלִשיְך said, he 

dropped everything and instead of going to work, he sat and recited 
 all day. When his money ran out, he sold his donkey to a gentile ְּתִהִלים
farmer. He continued his daily ְּתִהִלים recital, firm in his belief that ה׳ 
would take care of his needs. 
 Shortly thereafter, the donkey appeared at the Jew’s home, 
pulling a wagon full of limestone and sand. The Jew quickly unloaded 
the  wagon,  and  found  a  sack  of  gold  beneath  the  sand.  Further 
investigation revealed that the gentile who had bought the donkey was 
digging a pit and unearthed the treasure, which he loaded onto the 
wagon  and  covered  with  sand.  He  then  went  back  into  the  pit  to 
continue  digging.  Suddenly,  the  wall  of  the  pit  caved  in,  and  the 
gentile, who had no family, was unfortunately buried. The donkey 
knew only one place to go — the home of its original owner, who now 
became a very wealthy man. 
 When the ַאְלִשיְך’s ַּתְלִמיִדים heard this story, they were visibly 
shaken. “What was so unique about this man’s חֹון  Why was it ?ִבטָּׁ
greater than ours? Why have we never discovered such a treasure?” 
they asked.  
 The ַאְלִשיְך replied, “He took everything that I said in the 
correct manner — literally. His trust was sincere, his faith unequivocal. 
 ”.rewarded this Jew commensurate with his sincerity ה׳

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

ין ְנָימִּ  of ,ר׳ ְמַנֵחם מֶענדל was born to ,ַזַצ״ל ,Mendelsohn ר׳ בִּ
Plotzk, Poland, a close יד  of the Alexander Rebbe, who ָחסִּ
served as יָבה  After WWI, he married the daughter .רֺאׁש ְיׁשִּ

of ר׳ ַאֲהֺרן ֺמֶׁשה Chaimowitz, a Gerrer יד  and settled in her hometown ,ָחסִּ
(Bodzanov, Poland), where he founded a יָבה יד He became a .ְיׁשִּ  of the ָחסִּ
ְמֵרי ֶאֶמת ים and his notes were used to print the Rebbe’s ,אִּ ין .ְסָפרִּ ְנָימִּ  ר׳ בִּ
moved to ְשָרֵאל  for 17 years. He then ְכַפר ַאָתא of ָרב in 1933, and was ֶאֶרץ יִּ
became ָרב of ּיּות  serving there for 27 years. Based on the rulings of ,קֹוְממִּ
the יׁש ְצֹות  he taught how to faithfully uphold the ,ָרב and the Brisker ֲחזֹון אִּ מִּ
 are published ,ֱאמּוָנה and ַהְׁשָקָפה His letters, masterpieces of .ַהְתלּויֹות ָבָאֶרץ
in ְגרֹות ַהְגַר״ב   .אִּ

 כ״ד אייר
5664 - 5739 
1904 - 1979 

After ִמיָטה ִמּיּות ,תשי״ב of שְׁ  .had no wheat מֹוָשב קֹומְׁ
In the nearby ִקיּבּוץ ַגת, they found old, wormy 
wheat. ָיִמין  of ָרב the ,ַזַצ״ל Mendelsohn ר׳ ִּבנְׁ
ִמּיּות  bought it at a cheap price. He asked ,קֹומְׁ
that  signs  be  displayed  on  the  sowing 
tractors saying, “We believe in the One Who 
lives forever and [now] we sow!” Late rains 
fell, ruining crops that had been sown earlier, 
but the ִמיּות  crop was over-abundantly מֹוָשב קֹומְׁ
blessed. Shocked that old wheat had grown so 
well, ִקיּבּוץ ַגת demanded more money. ָיִמין  paid more ר׳ ִּבנְׁ
than what good wheat normally cost! 

in honor of the Agudath Israel Dinner Decade Representatives



ת  ָמא: ִהְלכוֹו ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעוֹו

Shmittah ObservanceLiving   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment Sage Sayings

תֹון  ִביִעת ַשַבת ַשבָּׁ נָּׁה ַהשְּׁ ֺמר … ּוַבשָּׁ ָך לֺא ִתזְּׁ מְּׁ ַכרְּׁ ע וְּׁ רָּׁ ָך לֺא ִתזְּׁ דְּׁ ת ַלה׳, שָּׁ ַשבָּׁ
א כה:ד(  רָּׁ  )ַוִיקְּׁ

 But the 7th year shall be a complete rest … a ת  ;ה׳ for ַשבָּׁ
your field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune. 

כּו ה׳  רְּׁ ִהִלים קג׃כ(… בָּׁ רֹו )תְּׁ בָּׁ קֹול דְּׁ ֺמַע בְּׁ רֹו, ִלשְּׁ בָּׁ ִגֺבֵרי ֺכַח ֺעֵשי דְּׁ  
 Bless ה׳, O His angels; the strong warriors who do His 
bidding, to obey the voice of His word. 
 R' Yitzchak Nafcha said: This refers to those who observe 
ה ִמיטָּׁ  This man sees his field lie fallow ... and he accepts all this in … שְּׁ
silence! Can there be a more powerful warrior than he? ( עֹוִני קּוט ִשמְּׁ ַילְּׁ
ִהִלים תת״ס  .(תְּׁ
 The ה ה refers to the year of תֹורָּׁ ִמיטָּׁ ת ַלה׳ as שְּׁ  The .ַשבָּׁ
observance of ת  created the ד׳ bears testimony to the fact that ַשבָּׁ
world in 6 days and rested on the 7th. Farmers have clearly seen how 
the faith they demonstrated during ה ִמיטָּׁ  brought blessing to their שְּׁ
crops. The ֵנס of the locust plague is one of the most well-known 
stories connected to ה ִמיטָּׁ  .שְּׁ
 Before the ה ִמיטָּׁ  year of 5719 (1959) began, the farmers שְּׁ
of ִמיּות מֹוַשב קֹומְּׁ  sowed their fields for animal fodder. During that 
ה ִמיטָּׁ ֵאל the skies of ,שְּׁ רָּׁ  suddenly darkened as an enormous ֶאֶרץ ִישְּׁ
cloud of locusts approached from the south and attacked the fields 
below. All the settlements in the vicinity of ִמיּות מֹוַשב קֹומְּׁ  suffered 
tremendous losses to their harvests; the farmers of ִמיּות  rushed in קֹומְּׁ
panic to R' Mendelsohn and informed him of the danger hovering 
over their crop. R' Mendelsohn calmed them and said, “There is great 
merit for those who observe the ה וָּׁ ה of ִמצְּׁ ִמיטָּׁ  They waited ”.שְּׁ
anxiously as the frightening black cloud approached the fields of 
ִמיּות  and then — the cloud stopped and left the area. In that ,קֹומְּׁ
devastating locust plague, not one locust touched the fields of 
ִמיּות   .an incredible miracle – קֹומְּׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Below are excerpts taken from 2 news articles from world 
media (5768 / 2008):   

Samaria Wines Win Big; Victor Credits ִמיָטה  Year שְׁ

 ...at the annual Eshkol Hazahav wine competition this year a 
total of 251 wines were submitted to the rigorous competition, and 
were judged by dozens of experts in a blind taste test. 
 The   religious   Hararei   Kedem   winery   in   Yitzhar   was 
particularly successful, taking two gold medals and one silver … 
 Hararei Kedem is a unique winery … Ben-Sheetrit observes 
the ה ִמיטָּׁ  year, allowing his fields to lie fallow once every seven שְּׁ
years. 
 Ben-Sheetrit  was  given  an  opportunity  to  address  the 
audience  after  winning,  and  he  used  it  to  tell  the  hundreds  of 
assembled winery owners, wine experts, journalists and tourists, that 
he attributes his success to his observance of the ה ִמיטָּׁ  … year שְּׁ
 The grapes that created his winning wines were grown in 
the year before the ה ִמיטָּׁ  year [5767], after he had decided to let שְּׁ
the land lay fallow the next year [5768], despite agricultural experts' 
attempts to dissuade him, Ben-Sheetrit related. In that year … the 
year before the ה ִמיטָּׁ  year, his vineyard produced 3 times the usual שְּׁ
quantity of grapes. 
 "It was truly a fulfillment of the words of the ה  that the תֹורָּׁ
land will give enough for the 6th, 7th, and 8th years,” he declared. The 
grapes were special in terms of quality as well as quantity, he added, 
as indicated by the prize-winning wines they produced … 

It's a ִמיָטה  miracle (5768 / 2008)  שְׁ
 In what some potato farmers in the Negev are taking as a 
sign from Above, the recent frost that ravaged produce in fields 
across the land of Israel selectively passed over some crops as if guid-
ed, they say, by a Divine Hand. Potatoes planted in Israel's Negev 
before the beginning of the ה ִמיטָּׁ  year, in accordance (sabbatical) שְּׁ
with the biblical prohibition against plowing, sowing and many other 
field chores, were spared the damages caused by recent sharp drops 
in temperature.  
 In contrast, potatoes that were planted during this ה ִמיטָּׁ  שְּׁ
year … were decimated ... Some farmers see the selective ravaging of 
produce as a sign from Above for their strict adherence … 

Stories excerpted from multiple news sources 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף ז׳
*Eli had tried all possible ways to get Ari to stop relating ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע about 
the new boy who was coming to camp this year. Eli realized that Ari 
would only lash out at him if he told him off; but Ari would continue to 
tell anyone he met his negative opinions about the new boy. Eli under-
stood that he had to warn people about the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע that Ari was 
spreading, even though it might get back to the new boy that Ari is 
speaking negatively about him. 
How should Eli go about warning others about Ari’s ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: Eli should do as much damage control as is necessary. In this specific case, it is 
better to tell people in groups of three or more, as this demonstrates Eli’s willingness for 
Ari to hear what is being said about him. If Eli can try other solutions then obviously that 
would be better.  

 Even for those who keep the 2nd ִמְנָהג, and do not take a haircut 

after ַל״ג ָבעֹוֶמר, one is permitted to take a haircut during the 3 

days before ָשבּועֹות beginning from the morning of the 3rd of ִסיָון. 

 On ָשבּועֹות night, the ִמְנָהג is to wait until it is fully night to begin 

davening ַמֲעִריב in order to have 49 complete days. 

R' Binyomin Mendelsohn ַזַצ״ל once asked about the fundraising 
efforts on behalf of ִביִעית  עֹוָלם He wanted to know if the .ֶקֶרן ַהשְׁ
had been ף ַתתֵּ  warmly. He was informed about (participated) ִמשְׁ
the funds raised. He shook his head and replied, “ ס'ִאיז ִנישט
ָוה. ף ִאין ִדי ִמצְׁ ַתתֵּ  ּבלֹויז ִדי גֶעלט, ס'ִאיז ִדי מֶענטשן װָאס זֶענֶען ִזיְך ִמשְׁ
— It’s not only about the money; it is about the [number of] 
people who have participated in the ָוה ט ִזיְך ִמיט  .ִמצְׁ דֶער ֶערד פרײֵּ
נִציגֶער!  ”!The earth rejoices with each one of them — יֶעדֶער אײֵּ

Source: Dvar Hashmittah 5775 



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
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Dear Talmid, 
 The Brisker ָרב wrote about 
the ָרב of קֹוְמִמּיּות, R' Binyomin 
Mendelsohn ִיְרַאת ד׳ ִהיא אֹוָצרֹו“ ,ַזַצ״ל, 
fear of ד׳ is his treasure trove.” The 
following story gives us an appreciation 
of true ִיְרַאת ָשַמִים. 
 During the famous episode of 
“Yossele” that gripped the entire  ֶאֶרץ
 R' Binyomin was forced to ,ִיְשָרֵאל
defend himself in court. In short, the 
story was that a young boy, Yossele 
Shuchmacher, was being raised by his 
grandfather, a Breslover ָחִסיד. One day, 
the ָחִסיד became aware that his 
daughter and son-in-law were planning 
to  return  to  communist  Russia.  He 
realized that his grandson would in 
time forget all of his Yiddishkeit, so he 
secretly sent Yossele to live with a frum 
family. 
 The  episode  of  “religious 
kidnapping” cast the country into an 
uproar. Since Yossele had spent time in 
 'they tried to implicate R ,קֹוְמִמּיּות
Mendelsohn.  They  claimed  that  R' 
Binyomin helped plan the kidnapping at 
a secret meeting on a מֹוָצֵאי ַשָבת in  ְבֵני
 'R ,מֹוָצֵאי ַשָבת That particular .ְבַרק
Binyomin had helped a poor Holocaust 
survivor by going door to door with him 
throughout קֹוְמִמּיּות soliciting funds.  
He  desperately  needed  the survivor 
to be his witness. However, his terrible 
fear of courts made the survivor too 
afraid to testify. 
 R' Binyomin understood and 
assured the broken man, “All will be 
fine. Please do not wory; the fact that 
you  cannot  testify  in  court  on  my 
behalf should not prevent you from 
coming  next  year  so  I  can  take  you 
collecting again.” 
 In the end, the court used the 
 receipts that R' Binyomin had ְצָדָקה
signed that מֹוָצֵאי ַשָבת and sent them 
to a handwriting expert who requested 
that R' Binyomin write something, to 
compare the handwriting. He decided 
to write the 13 ֲאִני ַמֲאִמין’s. He 
explained,   “Perhaps,   when   the 
handwriting expert checks this, he 
might think about what he is reading, 
and it will arouse ֱאמּוָנה in him…” 
  My ַתְלִמיד, R' Binyomin’s  ִיְרַאת
 was not just for himself. While ָשַמִים
standing on trial for ‘kidnapping,’ he 
thought about helping an unlearned 
Jew find ד׳. Are we missing 
opportunities to help others and make 
 ?s world far more beautiful’ד׳

 ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָברּוְך!
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות 

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews) 

 Let us applaud the boys in 3rd grade 
being represented in the ִקּדּוׁש ד׳ of the 
International ת בָּ  :learning contest ֶעֶרב ׁשַׁ
Binyomin Schwartz, Kesser Torah in Sydney, 
Australia (and others in his class), Menachem 
Manis Bodenheimer, Yeshiva Beis Mikrah, in 
Monsey, NY, and David Zazulia, Yeshiva Chaim 
Berlin, in Brooklyn, NY.       
 The International Pirchei ת בָּ  ֶעֶרב ׁשַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to  ת לַׁ בָּ קַׁ
ה ּתֹורָּ ח and until הַׁ ת ֹקרַׁ ׁשַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  learn at least ,ׁשַׁ
45 minutes before ה ת every ִמְנחָּ בָּ  in ,ֶעֶרב ׁשַׁ
either your ה ׁש or local ְיִׁשיבָּ ית ִמְדרָּ  Each .בֵּ
week that you learn for an hour or more will   
be considered another entry into the raffle. 
 The basic rules: There is no specific 

 to learn and you can even review your ִלּמּוד
ְרּגּום ד ּתַׁ א ְוֶאחָּ ִים ִמְקרָּ  However, if you can .ְׁשנַׁ
arrange for a group, and you have a ִׁשעּור to 
learn ת בָּ ת especially about ,ִהְלכֹות ׁשַׁ בָּ ת ׁשַׁ  ,ִקּדּוׁשַׁ
you will receive an extra chance in the raffle 
each week that there is a group with a ִׁשעּור. 
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade.  
 If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your fax signed by a 
parent by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. 
Please include your name, grade, ה  city ,ְיִׁשיבָּ
and state. Please include your contact and fax 
number, and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of  אֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִׁשים  !ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

Rav Shmuel Wosner, known as the Shevet HaLevi, 
was once studying in the beis medrash of Yeshivah 

Chachmei Lublin, which he reconstructed in the Zichron 
Meir neighborhood in Bnei Brak after the Holocaust.

Friends gathered around the boys as they 
made a procession up and down the street, 

imitating an hachnosas sefer torah…

The little “gabbai” mimicked what he saw 
every week in the beis medrash: after calling 

up a Kohen he called up the usual Levi:

Outside, a commotion was taking place:

Rav Wosner heard this from his seat as he was 
learning and, to the children’s utter astonishment, 

he stood up and approached the bimah for the 
‘Krias HaTorah’ that was taking place!

Rav Wosner spoke to the children for a 
few minutes, instilling within them a love of 
Torah, and left them with an experience they 

will remember for the rest of their lives.
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Rav Shmuel was born in Vienna, Austria, to R’ Yosef Tzvi and Rochel (nee Schiff) Wosner. 
The young Shmuel was known as an unusual masmid. He joined the local Pirchei Agudas 
Yisroel and saw the Chofetz Chaim at the Knessia Gedola in Vienna. He also met R’ Meir 
Arik and R’ Yosef Engel. His famous rebbeim include R’ Meir Shapiro (spending 5 years in 
Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin), ר’ שמעון מזליחוב ,ר’ יוסף אלימלך כהנא ,ר’ שמואל דוד אונגר,
 ’In 1937 he married Rivka, the daughter of R .ר’ שמשון אהרן פולונסקי, ר’ יוסף צבי דושינסקי
Mordechai Gelber, the Rosh Hakahal of Pressburg, and in 1938 immigrated to Eretz 
Yisroel. In 1947, at the request of the Chazon Ish and others, he moved to Bnei Brak and 
established Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin. He was from the leading poskei hador at a young 

age. He wrote many ספרים, but his Magnus Opus was the 11-volume שו”ת shevet halevi.

R’ Yossi taught - It is not 
the place that honors the 

man, it is the man who honors the 
place… We learn this lesson from 
the holiness of Har Sinai. It was 
holy only while Hashem gave the 

Torah…(Ta’anis 21b)

My Tatty just 
bought me a sefer 

Torah!
Wow! It looks just 

like a real one!
It has a klaf with 

the Torah written on 
it!

Yaamod Harav 
Hagaon... Rav 

Shmuel HaLevi!

Are you 
giving me an 

aliyah?

I have an idea! Let’s 
go into the beis medrash 

and let’s play leining 
Krias HaTorah!

Gevaldig idea -- 
let’s go!

Kinderlach, 
as long as you 

are here honoring 
the torah you are 

beautifying the beis 
hamedrash. I am 

honored to have a 
share in your pure 

and beautiful shpiel 
(charade)…
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