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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל was born in Papa, Hungary, to R' 
Shlomo, the town ָרב, and Sophie (youngest daughter of 
R' Samson Raphael Hirsch ַזַצ״ל). In 1890, when R' Shlomo 
succeeded his father-in-law as ָרב of ְיׁשּורּון ַעַדת   his ,ְקַהל 

family moved to Frankfurt. In 1903, R' Joseph Breuer received ְסִמיָכה from 
his father and R' Koppel Reich, גאב״ד of Budapest. In 1911, he married Rika, 
daughter of Jacob Eisenmann, a founder of ֲאֻגָּדה. His ְיִׁשיָבה closed in 1938, 
just after Kristallnacht. He escaped to Antwerp, but soon emigrated to the 
US. With ָחְכָמה and integrity, he spent 40 years rebuilding the prestigious 
German ְקִהּלֹות in Washington Heights. From the ashes of Europe he 
established a ִמְקָוה, ְיִׁשיָבה, seminary, ַּכְׁשרּות system, ֶחְבָרה ַקִּדיָׁשה, ֵּבית ִּדין, etc., all 
based on R' Hirsch’s ideology.

 

ג׳  אייר
5642 - 5740
1882 - 1980

The first ַׁשָּבת that R' Joseph Breuer 
 was ִמְנָין the ,ְקִהָּלה davened with his ַזַצ״ל
in a small room. After מּוָסף, the ַּגַּבאי 
announced the time that davening 
would start the next ַׁשָּבת. "What about 
the weekday ִמְנָין?" R' Breuer asked. 
The ַּגַּבאי explained that the ְקִהָּלה could 
not afford to rent a room for weekdays. At 
the time, R' Breuer’s family of eight children 
lived in 3½ rooms. R' Breuer selflessly declared that 
until alternate affordable accommodations could be 
arranged, the daily ִמְנָין would be held in his own ִּדיָרה. 

Gedolim Glimpses

 ְוַהּכֵֹהן ַהָּגדֹול ֵמֶאָחיו ֲאֶׁשר יּוַצק ַעל רֹאׁשֹו ֶׁשֶמן ַהִּמְׁשָחה …  

The ּכֵֹהן who is raised above his brothers — upon whose head the 
anointment oil has been poured (ַוִּיְקָרא כא:י).

The ָּגדֹול  as a result of certain ּכֲֹהִנים is chosen above the other ּכֵֹהן 
qualities. ֲחַז״ל list five areas in which he was "greater" than the others. 
One of these was strength. The ּכֵֹהן ָּגדֹול had to be physically strong. This is 
learned from ַאֲהרֹן ַהּכֵֹהן's ability to pick up each one of the 22,000 ְלִװִּים and 
wave them back and forth and up and down. The magnitude of this task 
is evident when one realizes that this was all performed in the span of a 
single day! This incredible feat was certainly not physically possible and 
obviously required the intervention of a miracle. If so, how do we learn 
from this about ַאֲהרֹן's amazing physical strength? Furthermore, what 
difference does it really make if the ּכֵֹהן ָּגדֹול possesses physical strength? 
Does this make him a better, more virtuous person?

We find another mention of the concept of strength in the ְּגָמָרא  
 .rests only on one who is strong ְׁשִכיָנה where it is stated that the ,(ְנָדִרים לח.)
The (ִהְלכֹות ְיסֹוֵדי ַהּתֹוָרה ז:א) ַרְמַּב״ם explains ֲחַז״ל's statement as a reference to 
one's ability to have total control over his ֵיֶצר ָהָרע, evil inclination. However, 
some מפרשים understand that this specifically refers to physical strength. 
Why does a ָנִביא need to be physically strong?

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ַזַצ״ל defines strength as one's ֵחֶׁשק, desire, 

especially to do the will of ד׳. He explains that the true reason behind 
our excuses not to do a task is our lack of a sense of purpose. Why are 
we lazy? It is because we do not appreciate or value the task at hand. 
When one is ַמֲחִׁשיב, appreciates, a given opportunity, he will somehow 
find the strength and vitality to perform the task. 

It is difficult work to paint an entire house; but when it is one's own 
house, the difficulty seems to disappear. Why? Because the individual 
is ַמֲחִׁשיב his house more. He overcomes any challenge that confronts 
him. Laziness creeps in when one does not have ֵחֶׁשק, desire.

One who comes home after a day's work and finds the "strength" to 
learn ּתֹוָרה demonstrates his esteem for ִלימּוד ַהּתֹוָרה. One who is ַמֲחִׁשיב 
the ּתֹוָרה will always find a way to study it. One who finds excuses to 
justify his laziness is showing that he is not ַמֲחִׁשיב the ּתֹוָרה! 

Lifting 22,000 ְלִװִּים in one day was truly impossible. ַאֲהרֹן had every 
reason to at least question מֶֹׁשה and ask how he should do it … but he did 
not — he undertook the impossible without questioning. When one is 
 s'ַאֲהרֹן responded to ד׳ .s command, nothing deters him'ד׳ ,values ,ַמֲחִׁשיב
effort by miraculously transforming the impossible into the achievable.

R' Chaim explains further that a person with an overwhelming desire 
to fulfill ִמְצַות ד׳ creates the physical strength that makes him worthy of 
having the ְׁשִכיָנה rest upon him.

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

זכרון יחזקאל

א ליכטיג און פרייליכן חנוכה!

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י
לע״נ הב׳ יחזקאל ע"ה בן יבלחט״א לייב נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored 
לכבוד הבר מצוה של הב' גבריאל לוי בראון



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding ספירת העומר

Known as a paragon of truth, R' Dr. Joseph Breuer ,ַזַצ״ל 
ְיׁשּורּון of ָרב ַעַדת  נָאר“ ,often said ,ְקַהל  ִניׁשט  דַארף  מֶענטׁש   ַא 

ָּכֵׁשר ִאיז גלַאט   One must not only be — ,טרַאכטֶען אֹויּב דָאס 
concerned about ‘Glatt Kosher’ — ֶער דַארף טרַאכטֶען אֹויּב

 one must also be sure to verify if it is — !דָאס ִאיז גלַאט ָיָׁשר
Glatt (perfectly smooth and) honest!” Honesty is one of 
the most fundamental virtues of a true ּתֹוָרה Jew.

Heard from a דדדדדדדדד of R' Dr. Joseph Breuer דדדד"ד

 'Yahrtzeit of the Rebbe R – 1925 / 5685 ִאָייר 3
Yeshaya Steiner of Kerestir of Brisk ַזַצ״ל, the founder 
of the Kerestirer Chassidic dynasty. He was born in 
1851 in the town of Zboró, Hungary (today Zborov, 
Slovakia). He was 3 years old when his father died. 
At the age of 12, his mother sent him to study under 
R' Tzvi Hirsch Friedman of Liska, Hungary, the author  
of ַאְך ְּפִרי ְּתבּוָאה. When R' Tzvi Hirsh was ִנְפָטר, R' Yeshaya 
started traveling to R' Chaim Halberstam of Sanz. 
After the death of R' Chaim of Sanz, he became a 
 of R' Mordechai of Nadvorna. The Nadvorner ַּתְלִמיד
Rebbe suggested that he move to the town of 
Kerestir, in Hungary. 

Affectionately known as Reb Shaya'le, he was a very 
pious and extremely humble man, always referring 
to himself in the diminutive (Shaya'le). However, in 
Kerestir he became one of the famous Chassidic 
Rebbes of his time and was known even by the 
gentiles as a miracle worker. One of his special 
customs was to host a very elaborate ַמְלָּכה  on ְמְלֵוה 
 Although food was scarce and poultry was .מֹוָצֵאי ַׁשָּבת
reserved for ַׁשָּבת and טֹוב  he would have freshly ,יֹום 
slaughtered chickens and would invite everyone who 
wanted to come for his meal. He was renowned for 
feeding the poor, the hungry and other acts of ְצָדָקה. 

His picture became recognized as a ְסֻגָּלה to ward off 
mice or offer protection against misfortune. It shows 
his head facing downward; it is said that he kept his 
head in this position after R' Chaim of Sanz placed 
his hands on him to give him a ְּבָרָכה. He lived through 
a difficult period and saved many people from the 
hands of oppressive local tyrants. 

He was ִנְפָטר on the same day he was born and many 
thousands came to his funeral from the bordering 
towns and beyond. At one point during the ֶהְסֵּפִדים, 
the mailman from the town, a gentile, spoke up and 
said, "You do not have any idea who this man really 
was. I personally handed him the mail and I know 
that he single-handedly supported hundreds of poor 
families throughout Hungary!" 

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…ִּתְסְּפרּו ֲחִמִּׁשים יֹום, ְוִהְקַרְבֶּתם ִמְנָחה ֲחָדָׁשה ַלד׳ …

 [as it says in the ּתֹוָרה]… you shall count 50 
days, and then offer a meal offering to ד׳…

This ָּפסּוק is the source that explains why we 
count the 49 days of the עֹוֶמר. Why do we 
continue the ָּפסּוק and mention the ִמְנָחה ֲחָדָׁשה, 
the meal offering — the ָקְרָּבן ְׁשֵּתי ַהֶלֶחם? Some 
ַמַהִרי״ַח) ְמפָֹרִׁשים  explain that this part of (ִלקּוֵטי 
the ָּפסּוק is not relevant, but is simply the end 
of the ָּפסּוק, and it would be inappropriate 
to stop in the midst of a ָּפסּוק. Other ְמפָֹרִׁשים 
ְוָׁשלֹום) ַחִּיים    explain that the counting of (ַּדְרֵכי 
the עֹוֶמר is based on the offering of the ָקְרָּבן ְׁשֵּתי 

 ָמִׁשיַח ,ָׁשבּועֹות We hope that by .ָׁשבּועֹות on ַהֶלֶחם
will be here and will enable us to bring the 
ַהֶלֶחם ְׁשֵּתי   ,ְּפָׁשט and, according to this 2nd ָקְרָּבן 
we will retroactively be ְמַקֵּים the ֲעֵׂשה  of ִמְצַות 
.ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹוֶמר

forced to stand for hours. All 
those 60 years old and older were 
released. R' Breuer was in fact 56, 
but his frail appearance saved his 
life. The SS officers insisted he was 
60. He escaped with his family to 
Antwerp, his wife’s hometown. A 
former ַּתְלִמיד, Jacob A. Samuel, 
procured an affidavit and visa and 
persuaded R' Breuer to move to 
America.

 Two weeks after his arrival in 
New York, R' Breuer was invited 
to serve as ָרב of a small ִמְנָין of 
German-Jewish refugees in the 
Washington Heights section of 
NY, an offer he accepted. He also 
taught in ְוַדַעת ּתֹוָרה   for one ְיִׁשיָבה 
year, in a ְיִׁשיָבה program tailored by 
R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל to 
cater to the needs of the refugee 
  .ָּבחּוִרים

My ַּתְלִמיד, the next 40 years of R' 
Breuer’s life were full of amazing 
accomplishments. He started his 
life again and never gave in to 
despair. With special ִדְׁשַמָּיא  ִסַּיְעָּתא 
he rebuilt, using the Frankfurt 
model, the beautiful and glorious 
Breuer’s ְקִהָּלה.

 !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)  

Dear Talmid,

R' Joseph Breuer ַזַצ״ל 
was 57 years old when he 

escaped from Frankfurt, Germany, 
and set sail for America in January, 
1939. 

In Frankfurt, R' Breuer had 
been a ָרב for 20 years in the 
oldest shul — the Frankfurt 
Klaus. During his tenure there, 
R' Breuer gave a popular Friday  
night ִׁשעּור on the ָּפָרָׁשה. He also 
published three ְסָפִרים: a translation 
and commentary on ְיֶחְזֵקאל

 .ָיִמים נֹוָרִאים for ִּפיּוִטים and the ִיְרְמָיהּו ,
R' Breuer also officially became the 
ְיִׁשיָבה  after ְיִׁשיָבה of his father’s רֹאׁש 
his father’s ְּפִטיָרה in 1926. Several 
Rabbinical positions were offered 
to him — in Antwerp, Salonika, 
Alexandria — but since R' Breuer 
would only consider moving to 
a place that would financially 
support his ְיִׁשיָבה, none of them 
were possibilities. 

Kristallnacht (November 
9th, 1939) ended any hopes he 
harbored for the ְיִׁשיָבה’s future. 
The ְיִׁשיָבה was forced to close. The 
day after Kristallnacht, R' Breuer 
was taken from his home by the 
Gestapo together with thousands 
of other Jewish men and was 



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ג׳ סעיף ח׳

*Dov suspected that Avi had seen his idea for the class science fair. He 
had noticed Avi snooping around the garage where Dov was working 
on a small model train that worked on the simple principle of the steam 
engine. Dov had hoped he was just imagining it, but, to his great dismay, 
Avi brought in a large model car. The car worked on exactly the same 
principle as his small model train. Dov announced to his friends that he 
suspected that Avi had stolen his idea.    

Was it appropriate for Dov to announce his suspicion of Avi?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. How do we know that we take only ONE לּוָלב from the word 
?which is (or seems to be) in the plural ,ַּכּפֹת

2. What 2 reasons does ַרִׁש״י offer to explain what prompted 
the ֶּבן ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי to speak with such anger against הקב״ה?

1. The word ּכּפֹת is spelled missing a “(23:40 – ד״ה ּכּפֹת ּתָמִרים) …”ו.  

2. i. When he heard the ַהָלָכה that the ֶלֶחם ַהּפִנים sat 9 days until it 
was finally eaten, he mocked and said, “The practice of a 
king is to have fresh and warm bread daily!” ii) After losing  
the ּדין ּתֹוָרה about where he should locate his tent, the ּבן ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי 
became belligerent … (24:10 – ד״ה ַוּיֵצא ּבן ִאּׁשה)

Voyage to ShabbosLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (With kind permission from CIS)

of 
the

1. Since the counting of ְסִפיָרה should be done while standing, if you are lying in bed and suddenly remember you 
forgot to count ְסִפיָרה, then you must get out of bed, stand up and count ְסִפיָרה.

ֲהָלָכה The ד .2 ַהִמְצֹות that we learn that all ְּגָמָרא quotes the ִּבאּור    ִמְצָוה should be said while standing, from the ִּבְרַּכת 
of ְסִפיָרה.

Halacha 
Corner

ת  ָמא: ִהְלכו… ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…
ֶמר ְסִפיַרת ָהעו…

Answer: Although it is quite possible that Avi has done something that needs correction, it is 
inappropriate for Dov to shame him, especially in the presence of his friends. If Dov strongly 
suspects that Avi stole his idea, he can address the issue sensitively and in an appropriate 
manner with an authority.   

 …ּוַביֹום ַהְׁשִביִעי ַׁשַּבת ַׁשָּבתֹון ִמְקָרא קֶֹדׁש ָּכל ְמָלאָכה ֹלא ַתֲעׂשּו…

… and the seventh day is a day of complete rest, a holy convocation, 
you shall not do any work … (ַוִּיְקָרא כג:ג)

It was during the fall of 1939, and the Nazi inferno was poised 
to explode over European Jewry. R' Shlomo and Thea Plaut were 
among the lucky ones — they made it to England just before the war 
began. Then, in 1940, they boarded the ship that would bring them to 
the United States, the land of freedom.

The journey was fraught with danger. After weeks of travel, the 
passengers cheered when the American shore came into view. The 
Plauts did not share in the general merriment. True, they were glad 
that the long, hazardous trip was finally coming to an end. But as 
they were getting closer to land, it became apparent that the ship 
would be docking on ַׁשָּבת. Forms would have to be filled out, papers 
would have to be signed — how could they do that on ַׁשָּבת?

R' Shlomo was still pondering a solution for their dilemma 
when the ship anchored at the dock, and the excited passengers 
began to line up to disembark. The Plauts took their place in the 
line that inched forward as each of the passengers passed by the 
immigration officials. Their turn was coming closer and R' Shlomo 
still had no solution to their problem.

Mrs. Plaut’s turn came first. She pleaded to ד׳ in her heart, “Please 
don’t let me desecrate the holiness of ַׁשָּבת.”

“Sign here, please,” the official said in a bored tone.

She glanced at the paper briefly, then looked at the official. 

“I can’t sign! My husband will take care of it.”

Then she darted around him and ran off the ship.

The man blinked after her in surprise. He then turned back to R' 
Shlomo. “Was that your wife?”

“Yes.”

“Fine, so you can sign.”

R' Shlomo took a deep breath. “I’m sorry, but I can’t sign. Today is 
my Sabbath, and we are not allowed to sign papers.”

The official’s face darkened. “Sir, you must sign here, or you will 
have to remain on the ship. And the ship will be turning around and 
going back to England this afternoon. Is that what you want?”

“I’m sorry, but I can’t.”

The officer was bewildered by the behavior of this strange couple. 
This was not going to be resolved easily, and he had to make a 
decision; hundreds of people were waiting. The process was going 
to take hours and this incident would only add to everyone’s time.

He scratched his head, then blurted out, “Fine; wait on the dock 
until tonight. Then you can sign.”

R' Shlomo smiled with relief and whispered thanks to הקב״ה as he 
left the ship and joined his wife on the dock.

Directly behind R' Shlomo stood Uri Shraga Neuman, a 17-year-
old boy. He, too, had no intention of signing on ַׁשָּבת. The penniless 
young man, newly arrived in a strange country, didn’t expect the 
official to let him go. The night before docking he could not sleep; 
he had resigned himself to returning to England.

Now, though, Uri Shraga saw what the Plauts had done, and that 
gave him the courage to do the same. He stepped forward with his 
head held high.

“I also keep the Sabbath today. I, too, cannot sign.”

He joined the Plauts on the dock. As the day wore on, more and 
more refugees noticed what these people had done, and were 
inspired to stand firm on their principles and do the same. An entire 
group of holy people gathered on the dock, celebrating ַׁשָּבת in true 
spiritual beauty — and offering praise and thanks to הקב״ה.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



י”ח שבט   1911-1990   5672-5750

A former talmid of Rav Beinush Finkel was visiting Eretz 
Yisroel from America. During his stay the BOCHUR went to 

visit his Rebbi a few days before his travel home.

The morning of the flight, the 
Talmid woke up extra early and 
began preparing his luggage.

The talmid walked outside to check what was going 
on. Rav Beinush finkel was standing by the door.

In his characteristic humility, R’ Beinush did not want to 
inconvenience his talmid because of his personal request.

...The Taxi is taking me 
to the airport at five in 

the morning.

I’m awake then.

Knock
Knock!

..it was a beautiful 
experience being here, but 
all good things come to 

an end…
…I would like to 

meet you and say l’chaim 
ul’shalom before you leave. 

When are you leaving?
My flight leaves early in 

the morning. CAN I COME TO 
visit the Rosh HaYeshiva the 

night before?

There’s an Inyan 
for one to say goodbye 

specifically on the day one 
leaves.

You should 
probably come the same 

day as the flight, not the night 
before. Is it possible for you 

to pay a short visit in the 
morning?

...What if you forget? Won’t 
you be under pressure to 
make the flight on time?

Why is there a taxi 
in front of my building? 

I didn’t even call for 
one yet!

I thought you might 
just have forgotten 

after all.

R’ Binyomin Beinish Finkel זצ״ל was born in Mir, Poland, on יֹום כּפּור, to ר׳ ליזר יּודל, the 
 At 9 years old, he learned .(s daughter’זצ״ל Kamai ר׳ אליהּו ברּוך) מלכה and ,ראׁש ישיבה
five דפים of גמרא with his father daily. In 1931, he went to learn under the חפץ חיים, and 
in 1933-34 he learned under the Brisker Rov. After his arrival in ארץ ישראל (approx. 
1940), he became close to the חזֹון איׁש. He married אסתר, the daughter of R’ Shmuel 
Greineman זצ״ל, the חזֹון איׁש’s brother-in-law. In 1965, he became ראׁש ישיבת מיר, where, 
in addition to giving שעּורים, he took over fiscal responsibility of the ישיבה. There are 
fascinating stories of his סיעתא דשמיא and his גדלּות בּתֹורה ּובחסד. It is well known that 

his father-in-law considered him one of the ל״ו צדיקים. 

...Ok, I’ll ask the cab 
driver to stop by the Rav’s 
house on the way to the 

airport. But you don’t live here; 
how will you know where 

to direct the driver?
Rebbi, I know the 

streets of Yerushalayim, 
and hopefully the taxi 

driver does, too...

Rebbi, I may be under 
pressure, but how can I 

forget?
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