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When you sell to your friend..do not cheat each other (1:n3 x2).

In the middle of its instructions regarding nv»mnv, the nin inserts
the prohibition of nxix, overcharging — »nx nx ¥on 1in 8. Why does
it belong here? Furthermore, the laws of nvmvy are essentially laws
about land. However, the laws of nyyix do not apply to real estate,
since land prices vary by location and many other variables. Why
then do the misbn of myin, which apply only to movable property,
appear in the midst of the nvnv laws that apply to the land?

The ax ma explains: The underlying message of the nvmnv year is
to impress on people that everything we have comes directly from .
Do not think that the harder you work, the more you earn. We are told
to leave our land fallow and not plow or plant it for a full year, and we
are guaranteed that our livelihood still will not suffer.

This concept demonstrates that cheating is pointless. A person
who cheats thinks that his underhanded methods will bring him some
additional money; however, if he honestly believes that everything
comes from 17, then he certainly cannot expect to outsmart Him. He
may think that he is gaining a few dollars by cheating, but then some
unanticipated expense will arise (parking tickets, doctor's bills, etc.),

costing him the same amount of money he gained. In the end, the
bottom line will be what n7apn intended it to be.

The following story illustrates this concept:

Yaakov cultivates flowers in Israel's Central Region. In preparation
for nvnY 5740 (1980), upon the directive of opois, Yaakov planted
his fields well in advance of mwn wN1 so as to permit a harvest,
with distribution controlled by the local y71 ma. However, during
the following summer of nvnY he was not permitted to till the soil
or plant. It would be too late to start working the fields after nomnv
ended. His flowers have to be uprooted and planted anew each year,
so it seemed that he would have no crop at all for the year following
noMY.

The local y7 m3a found no loophole to allow Yaakov to plant anew.
One of the o»37 suggested that after the nvmy year was over,
Yaakov should water and fertilize his old plants. “Who knows?" the 17
reasoned. “Perhaps your old plants will yield another crop.”

They did .. and they even produced another crop the following
year.

If one keeps the myn of nvnv, if he absorbs its message, he will
understand that cheating is not only wrong — it is futile.

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

éYahrtzeits

999N P70 R" Yechiel Michel Feinstein Y71, born to pny» onax M
5666-5763 andaponin Lithuania, lost his father atage 7and went to
1906-2003  live with his grandfather, 1777, 27 of Stravin, Byelorussia.

At the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under
R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer 5731, At 16, he left to Mir to learn with oy
Levovitz Y71 Traveling with R” Aharon Kotler 5»x1, he escaped to the
US in 1941. Shortly after his arrival, R" Moshe Feinstein 571, his uncle,
summoned him to serve by his side as head of ©%¢¥1 nINon NRDIN
in New York. In 1946, he married the Brisker 17's daughter, Lifsha. He
returned to Yx7w X in 1952 and founded n7in? M2 nwy. After his
daughter’s nv9 in 1976, he transferred the n2¥» to pr2 »a. His son-in-
law is R Tzvi Kaplan xvv9v.
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Glimpses

S oy 1 Feinstein Yrsy  davened
with the same nTiay and dedication
that he invested in learning n7in. His
oppvn would wait for him, not to
end ypy mp. but to begin! He sat in
thought for a few moments, slowly
counting his fingers. Nobody knew why.
After his npvs, one TnYp related that
once, he plucked up the courage to ask
»27 what he was doing. 'l am counting the ny
nina7n.” R* Michel replied. He would accept each nysn of the
1270 vy before he recited ypy nxop! 11372 1191 oM
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But the 7th year shall be a complete rest .. a nav for Hashem:; your
field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune (1:n3 N2

(2:377 ©27757) 1127 22 YYz 1127 WY 02 5733 ;2820 111972

R'Yitzchak Nafcha said: This refers to those who observe nvmy .. This
man sees his field lie fallow, his vineyard lie fallow — and he accepts
all this in silence! Can there be a more powerful warrior than he?
(0700 DN NWPY VIPD?).

The nmin refers to the year of nvny as 'n2 nav. The observance of nay
bears testimony that nvapn created the world in 6 days and rested on
the seventh. \When one refrains from work on nay, he demonstrates
his belief that it is n7apn Who determines whether his efforts to earn a
living during the 6 workdays will succeed. Similarly, the observance of
nvmv proclaims that the land is n7apn’s and that it is He Who determines
whether or not the farmer's efforts during the other 6 years of the nvmnw
cycle yield good crops.

Recent nomy years have seen thousands of religious farmers lay
down their plows and allow their fields to lie fallow. In several instances,
farmers have clearly seen how the faith which they demonstrated during
nvmvY brought blessing to their crops.

*

A banana farmer who was completely secular decided he would
undertake to keep nvmv this time around. He approached the yip
myavn for assistance. They stipulated that he would be registered
in their program if he would also undertake to be personally nav v
throughout nv»mw. He agreed. my»avn y2p undertook to cover his farming
expenses in return for which all the produce would become the property
of y7 a2 gin and would be distributed in full accordance with nabn.

Israel had suffered a significant cold spell over a 2-3 week period.
Bananas don't like cold. Cold doesn't like bananas. When bananas are

Chofetz Chaim
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‘Simcha was a new boy in the class. His father had become 17 of the
new shul and the family had relocated to New York. It was not long
before everyone in town had heard about Simcha's father. He was a
popular speaker and always had an interesting story with an inspirational
message to relate. Eli's father remembered Simcha's father from his
npw days and wanted to tell Eli about some of the pranks that they
played together on the o»a) in npw».

Can Eli’s father tell his son about the new a5's former ways?

‘Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
‘wly sselequie 0}

NakL S| 31 104 'A)3081100 WY Ssalppe 0} [njaied ag 03 sey auo ‘Ajgreald Buoim Buiyiawos Buiop

pusuy e mes Ajjuadal aUo JI usnT ‘Aepo} Juswisselequus Wiy asned pinom i ji ised s auoawos

uonuaw o} Raw osie s| 31 ‘sbunie) suosiad Joyjoue SSNIsIp 0} USPPICUOS 1 SI AJUO JON Uamsuy

1. Since »v nva has its own special ny7p with regard to the eating of the nva 129, many do not fast or make o7av7 on this day.

3. Some people have axm to eat ngn on »v nos during the day, as a nvs 1277 7121

Israeli Farming Winter 5771: A Small Miracle

still growing and get hit with frost, they turn brown and become rock-
hard.

The hero of our story, the banana farmer, knew he was in deep
trouble when the relentless cold lasted for over a week. He lived a bit
far from his orchard and had not yet seen the damage with his own
eyes. He received calls from farmers who have orchards bordering his,
complaining bitterly that their entire banana crops had been destroyed
by the frost. He decided it was time to inspect the damage up close,
painful as it might be.

He drove up close to n72v to inspect his orchard and those of
neighboring farmers. As he passed from one orchard to another, he
was overwhelmed by the damage. Not a single fruit had survived,
no tree was spared. His neighbors had taken quite a beating. All the
bananas were brown and hard as rocks. He could only imagine how
bad his trees must look.

Yet when he finally got to his orchard, he was awestruck! ALL of his
bananas were yellow and green. It was as if his orchard was not part of
this parcel of land. His orchard bordered those of his neighbors, but not
a single tree of his was struck by the frost. It was as if a protective wall
kept the damage away.

At first, he thought he was imagining it. As he rushed from one section
of his orchard to another, the realization hit home that, more than the
farmer keeps the nvny, the nvnY keeps the farmer.

He immediately called his contacts at myawn y2p and yelled into the
phone, "oy NP 19 NIP" — a miraculous modern-day manifestation of
SN2 O

The only way to explain the miracle is that 1 keeps His promises. He
says, "Keep nvmv, and I'll take care of you." He surely does! myavn y2p
reported that farmers who until now refused to keep nvnw turned to
the 17 following the losses suffered as a result of the frost — now ready
to commit to nvmny observance.

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (W/ith kind permission from CIS)
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W Questions

1. Why did the omy have more lenient rules regarding the sale
of their property?

2. What is the comparison between earned monies through
a1 and n7apn killing the firstborn Egyptians?
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2. There are also various oy about not saying ynn and nxb.
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‘Since we only discuss 1-3nisyn, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.
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Focus.Middos

ear Talmid,

R"  Yechiel Michel
Feinstein  S7yy  often
said that when one Yid davens
sincerely, with all his heart, on
behalf of another Yid, his nyom
reaches the Tian nwa directly,
even if he is not a great pr1y.

One of R Michel's o>mnon once
came to give him the good news
that his daughter had become
engaged. It is the n1v wNA's
m!" he exclaimed. Just a month
before, the father had asked R’
Michel to daven that he find his
daughter's gy1v quickly.

“This is not a " R Michel
insisted. "When you came to see
me, | saw your pain and was very
distressed. | put all my heart and
soul into the oynm that | recited. |
thenblessed you wholeheartedly.
You should know that 1 fulfills
the request of any Jew who gives
a n272 wholeheartedly!”

R' Yitzchok Zilberstein nmpvy
recalls the time that he was
presented with a difficult query
concerning a terminally ill patient
who was in serious condition.
The woman wanted very much
to see the nan of her engaged

6\9/6\

daughter. It was nisp Tyinn Yin
and the question was how to find
a way that a nan might possibly
be arranged during Tyinn Yin
(since n3a9n prohibits marrying on
TYi90 Yin).

R’ Zilberstein consulted with R’
Michel and explained the nbny
to him. After listening carefully,
R’ Michel told him, "Why are you
looking for leniencies? Let us
daven that the mother has a long
life!” R Michel then davened and
did not answer his naxv.

R Zilberstein returned to the
family and instructed them not
to change the original date of
the mnn. The mother lived to see
her daughter's wedding., which
was held during nain. She passed
away the day after the nisna yay
ended.

My 1nom, R Michel lived and
jpoe'd based on the power of
a sincere nyon for another Yid.
Think about others during your
nyom; it will help your nivom reach
directly to the 11230 82!

7972 1193 !

m7Pa, Your »)

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

SageSayings

R" Michel Feinstein Y73y related R° Chaim Ozer's S¢n to
describe R Dovid Karliner 7331, one of the greatest Lithuanian
o»iNy in R Chaim Ozer's time. "A true master tailor makes

his own needle, sharpens the point and decides precisely

where to make the hole!” R" Chaim Ozer continued, “vxn 7117
ST WX T vaNnYY — R’ Dovid made his own needle! —
PIDND LIINYNIN TT VXD Y ,NND WIYTY POYING I8 — [N order to
understand each nmp. he began anew [without using works

of othersl!].”
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Understanding 1nivin mino
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las it says in the minl.. you shall count 50
days, and then offer a new meal offering to /7.

The 2 >92 (vad NP explains that the
word nyIn, new, in this pyos alludes to myim.
Learning n7in must be done with excitement
and a feeling of newness. The ap *93 then
asks, "“Why do we not find a clear reason
in the min for niviaw?" The p2 %93 answers
that nisp and nva remind us of the special
miracles that happened during those specific
periods of the year. niv1ay, however, is quite
different. If the n7m would have written
the reason for this aiv o», we might have
mistakenly understood that niyiay is the only
day to celebrate n7im yan. This is incorrect.
Every day a person must learn m)in with a
fresh spark of a personal myim ymn.
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This Week in History

10 17N 5552 / 1792 - Yahrtzeit of omixm qoi 1, the »9
o7, born in 5487/1727 in a town near Lvov where
his father, xn 7, was a p1. 80 1 was the grandson
of g M 1, 27 of Metz and author of miT YR
He learned under his father and at 18 years of age
he published his father's 19p with his own owyn at
the end. In 1755, he married the daughter of opyx
of Komarna, where he lived for ten years. He made
his living as a »a) 97n. It was in Komarna that people
started asking him nivxy and he became a well-
known poia.

In 1767, he moved to Berlin upon the invitation of a
wealthy Jew named R" Daniel Yaffe, who offered to
support him fully as well as making a v71n n»a in his
home. In 1770 his father was 1v9) and he was called
back to Lvov to take up his father's position. Since he
had not yet completed the o1 »9, he refused the
offer, but in 1774, he moved to Lvov, to succeed his
father. In 1781, he was appointed 17 of Frankfurt-on-
Oder.

Aside from the omn »9 he also authored
qUP ¥NA (0N P2IN), 9ud nie (Ning, nians and rules of
Pva), ©77) N1 (70 rules for understanding x3), oyn
o7 (explanations and o0 on nvon). and 100 19D
(on the wpmin and nyvan), among others. He also wrote
a famous letter bemoaning that people do not learn
wmin and 77m and that vTipn 1wy is almost forgotten.

These are his humble words in the np7pn to his 190
o7 M9 "There is no greatness in my work. | am like
a beggar who was granted permission from kings
and ministers to go into their courtyards and palaces
during mealtime to collect a few leftover crumbs..
Every now and then | found a precious stone on my
way. | took from them small scraps of expensive
material and weaved myself a nice multicolored
garment..” He lived in the times of the .x77 npmayTiy
)P0 Yy WinD nivp, and Ny x mxy, among others, yet
his classic 299, written with such humility, became
one of most referenced by any pois before rendering

the final N2 posa.

Source: Dei'ah veDibur
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| | YOILISH WAS ABOUT & YEARS OLD WHEN HE REALIZED FROM
THE POOR PEOPLE WHO VISITED HIS FATHER THAT MANY OF

YOILISH, WHAT'S

TATTE,

HIS CLASSMATES WERE LESS FORTUNATE THAN HIM... THE MATTER! PLEASE TAKE MY
: SPENDING MONEY AND GIVE
EXTRA HELP TO THIS POOR
I NEED THAT'S SHMELKE g - 2 MAN - HIS SON IS IN MY
TZEDAKAH... CAN CHAIM'S FATHER ¢ CHEDER.
I SPEAK TO YOUR = |
FATHER? B
- T Q\," _:— .=
\ S
L T
A
\
AN 227
YOILISH WOULD 60O TO CHEDER EVERY DAY AND \ YOILISH COULDN'T BEAR TO WATCH HIS
OBSERVE HIS HUNGRY CLASSMATES WHILE HIS MOTHER CLASSMATES WALKING IN THE FREEZING COLD Z
HAD PACKED HIM A NICE LUNCH. WEARING RAGGED CLOTHES AND TORN SHOES. |
: — I HAVE EXTRA ' oY VeY
= APPLES-- PLEASE 4 I MUST DO
' TAKE. A SOMETHING TO HELP
= 5\ \ MY CHAVERIM.
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YOILISH SECRETLY CALLED TOGETHER ALL
THE WEALTHY B8OYS IN HIS CLASS AND
MADE HIS FIRST TZEDAKAH APPEAL.

THE PLEA FROM YOLING YOILISH N\AOE A TREMENDOUS N
: IMPACT ON THE BOYS. THEY POOLED THEIR RESOLIRCES. !
THEY WENT FROM TAILORS TO SHOEMAKERS, AND
| WITHIN A SHORT TIME NEW CLOTHING AND SHOES WERE '|

RABOISAI OUR
PARENTS GIVE US
SPENDING MONEY. 8UT
MONEY HAS NO VALUE
UNLESS IT IS USED TO HELP
THE POOR!

\\/UJ/LET S
PUT TOGETHER

OUR SPENDING MONEY
AND USE IT TO 8UY NEW
CLOTHES AND SHOES FOR
OUR UNFORTUNATE

DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR FAMILIES.

L ABBA! A MALACH LEFT NEW
CLOTHES AT OUR DOORSTEP ""'

THIS MORNING!
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YOILISH GREW UP TO 8E THE SATMAR QAV,
AND CONTINUED TO CARRY OUT INCREDIBLE
ACTS OF TZEDAKAH THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE.

N o va I

R’ YOEL TEITELBAUM, THE SATMAR REBBE, ZT'L, WAS BORN IN SIGHET, ROMANIA. HE WAS THE
YOUNGEST OF FIVE CHILOREN BORN TO THE REBBE, R' YOMTOV LIPA, THE 20 DY NYYTP, “REB
YOILISH” (AS HE WAS FONDLY KNOWND TRACED HIS ANCESTRY TO THE N’WINN AND THE N”DW
HIS MAIN ’29 WAS HIS FATHER. AT THE AGE OF 17, HE BECAME 17 OF MUSZA IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
AFTER APPOINTMENTS IN SEVERAL OTHER PLACES HE BECAME 19 OF SATMAR FROM 1435 TO
1944, HE WAS ONE OF THE SELECT HUNGARIAN JEWS SAVED ON THE KASTNER TRANSPORT. IN
1aue, AFTER A YEAR IN DN NN, HE ARRIVED IN NY AND SETTLED IN WILLIAMSBURE. THERE HE
REBUILT FROM THE ASHES THE VIBRANT SATMAR COMMLNITY AND WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO
WERE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REBIRTH OF NN AND MTON IN AMERICA. HIS BRILLIANCE

IN 79N AND HIS PROPHETIC VIEW OF WORLD AFFAIRS CAN 8E FOLIND IN HIS D90. "
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794 5647-5739 1887-1979 INYD
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