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Torah

PN YWINIDYI ...
They will stumble over one another.. (19:3 Xp?)

In the nnaim it is written that Sx7y »a will become so demoralized
and fearful of the enemy that they will flee without seeing where
they are going, stumbling over one another. Y1n explain this pios
with an insight into the responsibility of each and every Jew: They
will stumble over each other's sins. Since all Jews are responsible
for one another, one Jew will be held liable for the wrongdoing of his
fellow Jew. We are all part of a large unit called Yx72 9. We cannot
ignore one another's shortcomings.

A visitor once came to the world-famous Volozhiner Yeshiva and
listened to R* Chaim Soloveitchik, 971, delivering a myw. As usual,
the lecture was full of brilliant questions and incredible logic. This
visitor went over to R' Chaim at the end of the 7w and said, "It is truly
regrettable that you live in Volozhin. These students will always learn.
Perhaps they might be missing one more vya on the o7any — nu, it
is not really such a terrible thing. If you would live in Paris or Berlin,
you would certainly be able to affect the spiritual lives of many Jews.
Indeed, you might succeed in stemming the tide of assimilation.”

R Chaim looked at the visitor. In a strong, clear voice, he responded,
“You are mistaken. In fact, my learning m)in here in Volozhin prevents
the Jews in Paris and Berlin from becoming apostates (o>mmvn).”
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Similarly, when R’ Yisroel Salanter Y781 heard that in a small town
far from his city of Kovno an individual Jew committed a blatant act
of mavy 9n, he immediately convened a meeting for his 591> and
delivered a fiery lecture on the topic of mav, its holiness, and the
gravity of its desecration.

After the vy, one of the Y51s fellows questioned the reason for the
reproof. R" Yisroel responded that he had heard that nay had been
desecrated in a town far from them.

“Rebbi, what does this have to do with us?" the fellow asked.

R Yisroel replied, “If we would be more careful in our nay n»ny, if
our observance of the holiness of nay was stronger, this instance of
nav 9N in that town would not have occurred. We must realize that
we are responsible for all mTm. If someone in Paris leaves Yiddishkeit,
it is because our spiritual level is hot strong enough. Every Jew has a
direct influence upon all the Jews in the world — for the positive and
the negative”

These compelling words should serve as a source of
encouragement to each and every one of us. They should also
serve as a reminder of the awesome responsibility that we have to
ourselves, our family, our friends and all of Yx9? YYa.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)
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999N NS R" Moshe Sherer byt was born to nny o»n and mna
5681-5758  ~pva in Williamsburg, NY. Upon completing high school
1921-1998  in nym) Mmin xpOH he went to Ynawr 1 v in Baltimore.

In 1943 he married n7ia7, daughter of R* Shimshon Zelig
Fortman, 27 of Y57y noya, [the White Shul, Far Rockawayl. After WWII he
worked tirelessly for Yn7w» n1an in assisting survivors in DP camps. In the
mid '60s he became the leader of bxaw» n7n, and in 1980 R’ Sherer was
voted Chairman of the Agudah World Organization. He spearheaded the
diplomacy to assist his brethren in Russia, Syria and Iran. Y731 yovi»a nyin 1
referred to R" Sherer as "the 7170 Y13 in M99V, advocacy:.” With the pride
of being a 2375y, he carried a yn that made him a confidant to numerous
presidents, members of Congress, governors and mayors.

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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Glimpses

Other than the small, modest salary that
he took from x> n1an, R Moshe Sherer
Yyt declined to take money from any
other source. His son related, "My
father also refused to be honored by
any institution. He told me he wanted
to show others that one can serve Y9
oxawy without being repaid with honor or
money.” R Klugman wrote, “This refusal to
benefit from Y93 work was a major factor in the
Steipler Gaon's backing of his appointment in 1980 to be
Chairman of the Agudah World Organization.
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If you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and
perform them. Then | will provide your rains in their time; the land will
give its produce and the tree of the field will give its fruit (1-3:13 X7p2).

197 >npna ox — If you will follow My decrees — naina oopy »nny.. that

you should toil in the study of n7in (»¢1).

*

In the winter of 5728 (1968), R" Meir Pam, then approaching 9o, fell
seriously ill and had to undergo surgery. The night before he was to be
admitted to the hospital, R" Pam prepared for the possibility that his end
was near, and relayed to his son, R Avrohom Pam (npv» wNA of Mesivta
Torah Vodaath), final instructions concerning various np71s projects.

The next morning, the two of them rode to the hospital together
in a taxi. On the way, the elder R" Pam told his son, "o x sy — Say
an)in 127" R Avrohom Pam responded by relating a difficulty asked by
Mapim in N30 n3en and a solution to it found in the 132 731y 190.

R Meir Pam pondered this solution and then replied, “I am not sure
that this is correct.” There was not time to discuss the matter further, for
they had reached the hospital and went directly to the admitting office.

The doctors decided that surgery would pose too great a risk for a
man who was in such a weakened condition. R Meir Pam remained in
the hospital, and a few days later underwent a very difficult treatment
as an alternative to the surgery. When he was returned to his room, he
appeared pale and very weak, just barely alive. R® Avrohom Pam, who
had been waiting in the room, was frightened by his father's appearance.

The patient motioned with his finger that his son should come to the
head of his bed. R" Avrohom Pam's heart was pounding. for he thought
that his father wanted to relate his parting words to him. R* Pam bent
down to hear what his father would say.

“Who said this?" his father whispered.

Chofetz Chaim
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*Shmuli went to visit Shawn's house for naw. Shmuliand Shawn had grown
up together and went to the same ni1y npwr. Shmuli was very surprised
and felt, almost immediately, that there was something missing. Nothing
special had been purchased for nay other than the basic non and grape
juice. Shawn explained that although he could easily afford it, he just did
not care for nav like he used to. Shmuli tried talking to him, but Shawn
was not interested.

Can Shmuli tell others about Shawn'’s lack of appreciation of nay?
‘Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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The Joy of Torah Study

R Pam replied, ‘| do not understand.”

His father repeated, “Who said this?"

‘| do not know what you are referring to,” R" Pam responded.
“Taxil" whispered the father.

‘Ah!" R Pam replied knowingly. “The solution of the 132 71y which we
discussed in the taxi!”

“Yes," R" Meir Pam whispered. “| have thought the matter through
well. He is not right."[1]

How does a person achieve such an attachment to n7in? How can a
person attain a love for n7apn's word that does not allow even the most
trying situation to divert his mind from its study?

R" Avrohom Pam writes (in 7207 mjvy) that to his mind, his father
acquired this quality in his youth, through uninterrupted, in-depth myin
study, which he accomplished while in the company of other students
like himself, who dedicated their minds totally to n7in. Through the joy
and pleasure of toiling in n7in, one's soul becomes bound up with it.

In his youth, as a nbn in the Slabodka Yeshiva, R"Meir Pam madeita
practice to retire for the night, after a long day of intensive study, with a
79v in hand. In this way, R Meir drifted off to sleep while contemplating
the thoughts of n7yma y1i2 Wwinn nisp or R Akiva Eiger. And in the last
years of his life, when his eyesight dimmed, he would strain himself by
day to study from a 19v, and would study at night by heart. His body
may have been frail, but nothing in the world could weaken his love for
the word of n7apn.

1. R" Avrohom Pam notes that the 7% 71y's solution seems to be a
matter of disagreement among the later commentaries. See 79n% nvy
pages 169-170.

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W Questions

1. Whyis apy written with an extra ¢ 5 times in g7m and s 9N
is missing the ' 5 times in g7n?

2. Why does the evaluation of a man 60 years and older
diminish more than that of a woman 60 and up?
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1. The nmp) writes that if aniva 379, 18 1, will be on Sunday: it is the »pm to take haircuts on nav 27y (16 1) in order to show
nav 7113 (See 2V INa).

Halacha
Corner

:NY;iI'!I ny
N0 NidM
nivn

2. One may cut hair on miva 2 regardless of whichxnm (of the 2 major o»nin) one keeps [unless he follows the ypm of the 573 » il

‘Since we only discuss 1-3nisyn). it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Focus.Middos

ear Talmid,

R" Moshe Sherer bHrst
once asked the following
question: Why in this week's nyaa
Onpna) does the subject of yay,
the value of a person, follow
immediately after the nnaim, list of
punishments? He answered in the
name of R Shmuel Alter that these
two subjects are taught together
to teach us that we can only realize
the true worth of a person after
seeing how that person reacts to
living through difficult situations.

When R Sherer was taken to see
Dr. Jacob Shaniabout his chest pain,
the doctor informed him that he
was not going home. He required
immediate open-heart surgery;
his major artery was 99% blocked.
After receiving the news, his family
was ushered into the room where
he was being prepared for surgery.
They found him quite upbeat for
someone about to undergo open-
heart surgery. R Sherer explained
to his family, “You don't understand.
| asked the surgeon what the
prognosis is, and he told me that
| will come out feeling ten years
younger. That is ten more years
to serve Hxaw H93!" At this difficult

6\9/6\

hour, his message was about using
one's time to serve the Y9a.

On the last nav before his nvs
he related his final dvar Torah: "At
the end of vy myiny we take 3
steps backwards and in a bowing
position we say, ‘He Who makes
peace in the Heavens..! The three
steps back teaches us that to
make peace we need to first step
back and review the situation. But
that is not enough.The bowing
represents our commitment
to compromise for the sake of
peace!” At this very difficult hour,
his message was about making
peace.

My 1nvn, just before the funeral,
his family opened a locked drawer.
Inside was a photo of ~yvp YN N
oyt and a clipping from an old
Jewish Observer that said, ‘R
Boruch Ber Lebowitz instructed
his son-in-law: When you go to a
conference for the Y93, you must
pack your w©>79p, shrouds, A
Jewish leader must put his life on
the line for his people.” This was his
final message.
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mT1a, Your ")

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

SageSayings
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Understanding 1nivn nioo

N¥MD... V700 3 DAY N7 PN NN NN
DY IV N P NTTINIANIN .. I NINE

After the actual counting of mniyn nov, there
are different o»nm. There are those who just
say YIpnD ™32 NTiay »Y PR NN P0ID... as
a n29m to 7 that we should be nawt to bring
the miyn 1279p next year, and hopefully bring
the onbn »mv this year. The »m to add nxmn2
M Ma... is based on the fact that this
Yvanp is focused on the yearning for the
time when the entire world will recognize .
This SYwanp has 49 words, representing the
49 days of npav. The jnovn g1y writes that
the oy H¥ »Him... is a mystical nyon and has
much great depth in the words. He continues,
“Even though this mnn really should not be
publicized, nowadays it is said with great
fervor and wayn moyann!”
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This Week in History

21 9N 5758 / 1998 - Yahrtzeit of R" Moshe Sherer
Y31, He was born in Brooklyn and at a young age was
drawn into Agudah activities under the leadership
of the young R" Gedaliah Schorr Y731 (later npw» vy
of ny7) Mmin). R" Sherer studied in ny7 nim under R’
Shlomo Heiman and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz.
He went to “x7i» 1) nw in Baltimore and learned
under R Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman Y7s3. He also
became close to R Elchonon Wasserman 7»n, and
served as his attendant during the latter's stay in the
U.S. in 1038-39. Still later, R” Sherer became close to
R Aharon Kotler 9781, whom he considered to be his
main teacher in max 37y, With the outbreak of WWII,
R' Sherer was drawn into rescue and relief efforts by
his cousin Elimelech "Mike" Tress, president of the
Agudah’s youth movement. After the War, R Sherer
was active in organizing food shipments to displaced
Jews in Europe and assisting in the immigration of the
refugees.

In the postwar years, the Agudah under R" Sherer
became the voice of American Orthodox Jewry.
Under the guidance of the nyimn *2i13 nyyin they set
the guidelines for Agudah to be involved in legal and
lobbying activities on behalf of Jewish causes. In that
role, Agudah representatives frequently appeared
before the U.S. Supreme Court and at Congressional
hearings. He also continued to be involved in

R' Moshe Sherer Y731 mentored his Agudah staff to expend
great energy working together to quickly address a problem
while it was still in its infancy. He would say, "x vxn “ysyny
PT YN NINTD IYNT T IR WP DD D0 O TN WIYT )T 0INTYY IND
AYOND OYN PN W — Someone once said, 'Yidden are like
teabags. You only see their strength when they get into
hot water”” He would add, "yoxnm o»n >7 xS VY) LINN.
WHNTX VYN PIY PHrDr — Don't wait for hot water. Let's work
together now!”

min-related activities such as promoting the study
of »min q7. In 1988, R Sherer published oyy 'nva, a
collection of his articles, memoirs and njin »727. The
Novominsker Rebbe x99y prefaced his 1avn on R’
Sherer by saying, “Today we are all saying the n272 of
nnun 17 over the profound loss that we have suffered
and the great sorrow that we feel upon R Moshe's
passing. Coupled with this, however, we must also
make the n372 of vn, 2ivn! We must thank 7 for
sending us such a faithful guardian of our nyion, such
a faithful omy v ypoy. So in addition to the n72 of
noNn 17, let us also say a resounding 200nm) 2190 712

; h i ) "
Adapted from: Rabbi Moshe Sherer - His Life & Legacy R NRMITGIEIE USRI RO IS SIS, MR 21 4R
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FOR MANY YEARS, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ORGANIZATION’S PRESIDENT, RABBI MOSHE SHERER,
AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA WAS LOCATED AT WORKED TIRELESSLY TO ACCOMPLISH THINGS ON BEHALF
S5 BEEKMAN STREET IN MANHATTAN. OF KLAL YISROEL. HE CONSULTED WITH GEDOLIM, MET
WITH WORLD LEADERS, AND LIAISED WITH POLITICIANS.
THROUGHOUT IT ALL, RABBI SHERER NEVER FOREGOT HOW A

THE FUTUIRE YID IS SUPPOSED TO TREAT EACH AND EVERY PERSON.
OF YIDDISHKEIT IN OSFD TO TREAT EACH AND EVERY PERSON

—=\ ERETZ YISROEL IS AT =
3 . THIS DOEsN'TE;ENl RAV

\=H MOSHE, T THANK
PRECEDENCE OVER CHILLLIL i vOu FOR YOLR

HASHEM! A GUIDANCE

HIS BUSY SCHEDULE NOTWITHSTANDING,
RABRI SHERER STARTED EACH WORKDAY MORNING. T THANK YOU, RAg8l, 8UT

) HOPE YOU HAVE A TODAY T AM VERY WORRIED. T LOST
THE V%QY SME AY WONDERFLL DAY. MY IMMIGRATION CASE AND AM GOING

J p— TO BE DEPORTED ALONG WITH MY

FAMILY!

I'Ra
7L '
J,
UPERINTENDENT

RABBI SHERER USED THE CONNECTIONS HE HAD WE MUST ALWAYS BE
DEVELOPED DURING HIS KLAL WORK TO HELP THE BUILDING , SURE TO CARE FOR B8OTH KLAL
MANAGER AND GET THE DEPORTATION ORDER RESCINDED., YISRAEL AND REB YISROEL!

rABEI, IT'S A THERE'S NO
MIRACLE! WHAT CAN I NEED TO THANK ME.
0O TO REPAY YOU? JUST KEEP TAKING SUCH
600D CARE OF THE
BUILDING.

WORKING TIRELESSLY EVERY WAKING MOMENT ON

BEHALF OF MANY, HE NEVER FORGOT ABOUT THE

NEEDS OF EACH AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL, AND HOW

EVERY PERSON HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A
KIDDUSH HASHEM EVERY DAY.

R’ AVROHOM PAM DNy COULD NOT VISIT R’ SHERER IN THE HOSPITAL BECAUSE HE WAS A YND, 8UT
HE SENT R’ SHERER A LETTER THAT BROUGHT TEARS TO HIS EYES: “THIS PAST NaV, BEFORE 90N,
WHEN WE READ THE 772V >0 PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE WHO FAITHFULLY TEND TO THE NEEDS OF THE
pugLIC [AND ASK] N7apn TO PROVIDE THEIR REWARD AND REMOVE FROM THEM ALL ILLNESSES
AND HEAL THEIR ENTIRE BODIES ... I SAID IN MY HEART, ‘DD YV 111319, TO WHOM DO THESE WORDS
APPLY AND ARE MORE SUITABLE THAN TO YOUR FAITHFLL SERVANT, N1MY2 1PN 12 NWN! YOU HAVE
NO ONE WHO 1S MORE FAITHFULLY INVOLVED IN THE NEEDS OF THE PUBLIC THAN HE. THEREFORE
OUR EYES AND THE EYES OF ALL YISRAEL ARE LIFTED TOWARD YOU THAT YOU WILL REMOVE FROM
HIM EVERY ILLNESS AND SEND HIM A COMPLETE CURE FROM HEAVEN, SPEEDILY, AMONG ALL THE
OTHER SICK IN YISRAEL.' UNTIL HERE, MY THOUGHTS AND WHISPERED PRAYERS ON VTP Nav ...”

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794 5681- 5774 1921-1998 1NN’




