
לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר …  וַיִקְרָא כ:כד(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  הִבְדַּ  
I am ד׳, your G-d, Who has separated you from the peoples…  

וַיִקְרָא כ:כו(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ …   
… for I, ד׳ , am holy; and I will separate you from the peoples …  
 and קְדֻשָה discuss the laws of the קְדֺשִים and פָרָשִיוֹת אַחֲרֵי מוֹת 
purity that characterize the Jewish nation. The גְמָרָא derives many 
 ;פָרָשִיוֹת in these two פְסוּקִים from the seemingly repetitious הֲלָכוֹת
however, the repetition that חֲזַ״ל do not address is in these two 
לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר  (1 :פְסוּקִים אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים הִבְדַּ , I am ד׳, your G-d, 
Who has separated you from the peoples… and 2)   וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ 
 am holy; and I will separate you from the ,ד׳ ,for I … -אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
peoples … 
 If we look closely at these two פְסוּקִים we realize that the 
first פָסוּק is in the past tense —  לְתִיאֲשֶר הִבְדַּ  — Who has separated 
you, and the second פָסוּק is in the future tense — וָאַבְדִל — and I will 
separate you. 
 In סֻכַת דָוִד, R' Dovid Kviat זַצַ״ל suggests that this slight 
variation justifies the repetition of these words. 
 The first פָסוּק is a reminder of a historic event. On ד׳ ,הַר סִינַי 
separated us and commanded us to follow the תּוֹרָה. We were given a 
clear commandment to maintain that separation. רַשִ״י explains that 
 were differentiated from the other nations and were given כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
the תּוֹרָה because of our distinguished heritage from the אָבוֹת, our 
forefathers. This is similar to a prince being told that he is restricted 
from eating in the marketplace. The restriction is based solely on his 

royal heritage. We were told to keep our distance from the nations of 
the world. We must be careful not to learn from their ways. We have 
to look different, act differently, and only then can we be a light to our 
non-Jewish neighbors.  
 The second פָסוּק is directed to a future issue. There would 
be times in the history of our nation in which the separation that oc-
curred at סִינַי would eventually wear off, and then ד׳ will need to 
separate us. We are ד׳’s people, and if we fail to maintain our status as 
the children of ד׳, then He has to remind us to do so. Whether we like 
it or not, we represent ד׳, and we have to be holy, as He is:  כִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי
 am holy; and I will separate you ,ד׳ ,for I — ד׳ וָאַבְדִל אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
from the peoples.  
 If we are not careful to maintain our separate identity, ד׳ has 
many nations who are willing to maintain that separation. R' Chaim of 
Volozhin would say, “If the Yidden do not make קִדוּש (sanctification), 
then the non-Jews will need to make הַבְדָלָה (separation).” The  מִדְרָש
בַצַר לְךָ וּמְצָאוּךָ כֺל הַדְבָרִים הָאֵלֶה  :explains the words (שְמוֹת לו:א) רַבָה

…בְאַחֲרִית הַיָמִים וְשַבְתָּ עַד ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ  — In your distress, [when all these 
things] come upon you in the end of the days, and you will return to ד׳ 
your G-d: The nations of world oppress the Jews so that we should turn 
to ד׳ and do תְּשוּבָה. It is important to remember that we are the nation 
that is teaching the rest of the world how to behave. Our modesty and 
lifestyle must affect the rest of the world, not the other way around! 

Adapted from Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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A bochur from Torah Vodaath once met R’ 
Shmuel Birnbaum ZT”L and asked him a question…

The bochur was taken to a bedroom.I had a relative that went to learn in 
Mir yeshiva. He arrived late, tired and 
exhausted on his first night after a 

full day of strenuous travel.

In the morning: …My relative went to find the bochur Elya Chazan…

That’s a very 
good question! 

Who is your 
Rebbe? My Rebbe is R’ 

Elya Chazan…

R’ Elya Chazan! 
Do you know who 
your Rebbe is??

Of course! 
He’s an amazing 

gaon…

Excuse me? 
I apologize for 

disturbing you, but I 
just arrived. Do you 
know where I can find 

my bed?

You are not 
disturbing… Please 

follow me…

Here, this is a 
spare bed for 

tonight…

Whose bed was 
this? Is this bed 
available again 

tonight?
This is Elya 

Chazan’s bed. 
Please Ask him!

???

Please tell me 
why you gave me 

your bed?

Yes, Yes! my son, I’m 
going to share with you 
a personal story…you 

will learn who the gaon R’ 
Elya Chazan really is!

5668 - 5742  1908 - 1982  ,cy c"h

ה הַלֵוִי  He grew up in Bransk (near .זַצַ״ל was born to a R' Chaim and Chaya Baila Chazan ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ שִמְחָּ
Bialystok), Poland. His רֶבֵיִים in Bransk included R' Shimon Shkop זַצַ״ל. He learned in Ponevezh, Telshe, 
Slobodka and Mir. In 1921 the young R' Elya went to Kaminetz ה ה where the יְשִיבָּ רוּךְ בעֶר ,ראֹש יְשִיבָּ  ר׳ בָּ
Lebowitz זַצַ״ל became his ק רוּךְ בעֶר After 2 years, when .רֶבִי מֻבְהָּ  travelled to America, R' Elya went to ר׳ בָּ
ר׳  s return, R' Elya returned for another 4 years. During WWII, he learned by’רֶבִי Upon his .יְשִיבַת מִיר
ק זְאֵב ב Soloveitchik, the Brisker  יִצְחָּ  perished during WWII, and he moved to הי״ד in Vilna. His family רָּ
Canada where he took a position in  ה מֶרְכַז היְשִיבָּ הַתּוֹרָּ  in Montreal. He joined  ה היְשִיבָּ דַעַת תּוֹרָּ וָּ  soon after, 
and delivered the highest שִעוּר for 35 years. R’ Elya concurrently gave שִעוּרִים and was the ה  ראֹש יְשִיבָּ
of Gur, Brooklyn from 1966. He was considered the פּוֹסֵק אַחֲרוֹן by the  הגְדוֹלֵי ראֹש יְשִיבָּ  to explain  בִרְכַת
רוּךְ בעֶר) שְמוּאֵל ה He was a prolific, brilliant .(סֵפֶר s’ר׳ בָּ  would refer to זַצַ״ל Kotler ר׳ אַהֲרֹן who מְחַדֵש תּוֹרָּ

as the ה שִים of שַר הַתּוֹרָּ  .דִבְרֵי אֵלִיָּהוּ are collected in חֲבוּרוֹת His .נְזִיקִין and נָּ

 

Thank you! 
Thank you! I’m so 

exhausted and 
sleep deprived…

Thank you Hashem 
for guiding me to the 
right person! The first 
bochur I asked knew 
about an open bed!!

You need  not be concerned. 
I’ll get you another bed. I just 

wanted you to start your learning in 
yeshiva with a good feeling. I couldn’t 

let you have bad memories of being 
exhausted and looking for a bed on 

the first night.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

לַיִם born in ,ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א פײֵגָׁא and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ  טוֹיבָׁ
Kroizer, learned in ה עֵץ חַיִים ה He married .יְשִיבָׁ  Porush מַלְכָׁ
and was from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל. He 

learned in לַיִם ק but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ א He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ  חַבְרֻתָׁ
with ן צְבִי תָׁ  ,Soloveitchik. For most of his life ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
he served as a מְלַמֵד in רִים רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was a .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
neighbor of the Steipler and was a close friend of ר׳ חַיִים Kanievsky ״א  .שַלִיטָׁ
He wrote ה ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  ,during the year he spent in Lugano אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
Switzerland, establishing a ה ה and שַ״ס He also wrote on .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ כָׁ  In .הֲלָׁ
1990, he was appointed as a מֵשִיב in יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין. Known as a מַתְמִיד, he 
was also a אוֹן נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁ  .עַנְוְתָׁ

 ח' אייר
5684 — 5774 
1923 — 2014 

R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל’s relative anonymity 
allowed him to spend his waking hours 
learning תּוֹרָה. R' Chaim Kanievsky 
 observed that this was in fact שַלִיטָ״א
a gift from ד׳. Many years ago, he 
remarked that it must be that ד׳ loves 
R' Zundel more than he loves R' Chaim, 
because He kept R' Zundel hidden and 
people did not bother him with אֵלוֹת  שְׁ
and כֵי צִבּוּר   .the way they do with R' Chaim צָרְׁ

לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ראובן ע״ה בן ר׳ צבי יהודה הלוי נ״י
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FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 Learning did not always come easy to 
R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל. There was a manuscript 
of his חִדּוּשִים on תוּבּוֹת ת כְּ כֶּ  that he מַסֶּ
uncharacteristically would not lend out. Finally, 
a young מִיד חָכָם  who was learned in  תַלְּ
that תָא כְּ  'kept asking him to the point that R מַסֶּ
Zundel loaned it to him. The fellow took it with 
him to עָרִים  but then lost it. He was מֵאָה שְּ
shattered; he could not bear to return to R' 
Zundel  without  the  manuscript.  Finally,  he 
mustered the courage and told R' Zundel the 
truth: The manuscript was gone. 
 R' Zundel did all he could to console 
the מִיד  over the loss. The fellow walked תַלְּ
away remorsefully, but felt reassured with R’ 
Zundel’s warm response. He assumed this was 

the end of the story. 
 Sometime later, an antique פָרִים  סְּ
collector was sifting through piles of שֵמוֹת. A 
handwritten pamphlet grabbed his eye, and he 
took it home, miraculously saving it from burial. 
He later showed it to someone, who recognized 
the handwriting to be R' Zundel’s. The man 
came to R' Zundel with the writings and asked if 
they were his. Thus, the precious manuscript 
was returned to its owner. 
 R' Zundel thanked the man and told 
him that those particular חִדּוּשִים were written 
with tremendous ש פֶּ סִירַת נֶּ רוּשָלַיִם as ,מְּ  was יְּ
being bombed in 1948. With all the neighbors 
crammed into the dark bomb shelter, he found 
it impossible to learn, so he returned home. 

 “Bombs    were    exploding.    The 
windows were shattering,” related R' Zundel, 
“but I did not move from that room. It was 
under those harrowing conditions that I learned 
תוּבּוֹת חַדֵּש and was כְּ  that is written in תוֹרָה the מְּ
that notebook. I knew the fruits of that toil 
would not be permanently lost. I knew it would 
come back.” 
 My מִיד  R' Zundel taught by ,תַלְּ
example  that  a  person’s  most  treasured 
learning and heights in personal growth happen 
during his most difficult times. You have the 
opportunity  to  grow  at  any  time,  but  the 
potential is greatest in times of challenge.  

רוֹ בָּרוּךְ! הִי זִכְּ   יְּ
דִידוּת יְּ בִּי Your                         ,בְּּ  רֶּ

Adapted from: An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer By: Rabbi P. Lipschutz 

A Piggy Back Ride – Pretty PleaseLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יח(…  מוֹךָ אֲנִי ד׳. )וַיִקְרָּ וְאָהַבְתָּ לְרֵעֲךָ כָּ  
 … and you shall love your fellow like yourself, I am ד׳. 
 Many commentaries discuss the connection between the 
words ָמוֹך   .אֲנִי ד׳ and וְאָהַבְתָּ לְרֵעֲךָ כָּ
 The  Rebbe  of  Sadigura  offers  a  simple  but  profound 
interpretation of these words. He explains ָמוֹך תְךָ to mean כָּ  ,כְמִדָּ
meaning, similar to our behavior towards any fellow Jew [lit. like your 
measure of אֵל  so too will be the measure of  reward a ,[אַהֲבַת יִשְרָּ
person will receive from ד׳. As the בַעַל שֵם טוֹב says on the words  ד׳
 will act ד׳ is your shadow … just as you act towards others, so ד׳ :צִלְךָ
towards you! 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yaakov Tzvi Zusman was a well-respected שוֹחֵט in the 
community of נְװֵה יַעֲקֺב on the outskirts of לַיִם  One day, without .יְרוּשָּ
any previous indication of heart trouble, the man suffered a massive 
heart attack and died. His wife, Leah, was quite overwhelmed trying 
to cope with the new daily struggle of survival. 
 Among those who came to comfort the young widow was 
R' Aryeh Levin from לַיִם  He spoke with warmth and offered to .יְרוּשָּ
help in any way. Leah was grateful, but did not plan to take advantage 
of the offer. However, the morning after shivah, R’ Aryeh knocked on 
the door and offered to take the two young boys, the older of whom 
was 6, to shul to recite קַדִיש in memory of their father. 
 The children were thrilled to be going to shul with such a 
kind and famous man, and R' Aryeh would pick up the children early 
every morning to take them to shul. R' Aryeh did not want the young 
mother to overtax herself, so he would also dress the young boys in 
the morning so that she would be able to take advantage of some 
extra precious moments of sleep.  
 One morning, R' Aryeh was ill, and in his place he sent R' 
Yoel Brand, who lived nearby, to take the boys to shul. R' Yoel arrived 
at  the  house  on  time  and  managed  to  get  the  boys  up  and  
out. Halfway down the street, Uri, the younger brother, refused to 

walk any further.  
 R' Yoel tried every tactic he could think of, but nothing was 
working. Uri just looked down with a frown on his face and big sad, 
brown eyes. R' Yoel felt terrible, but he had tried everything, and Uri 
wouldn’t even tell him what was wrong. Exasperated, R' Yoel finally 
blurted out, “I don’t understand it. You walk when R' Aryeh picks you 
up. What’s the problem?” 
 Uri looked up with tear-filled eyes and said, “That’s because 
every  morning  when  R'  Aryeh  picks  me  up  he  carries  me  on  his 
shoulders.”  
 R' Yoel smiled. He should have known better. Of course R' 
Aryeh would have figured out how to reach this poor child’s heart. He 
bent down and offered Uri a ride. It was not R' Aryeh’s shoulder ride 
— but he took it anyway. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R’ Aryeh was ר  on a Friday. The family was concerned נִפְטָּ
that the burial be performed early enough in the day so that the 
friends and family that had come from outside לַיִם  would be able יְרוּשָּ
to return home before the onset of ת א However, the .שַבָּ ה קַדִישָּ  חֶבְרָּ
wished to delay the funeral for several hours so that they would have 
enough time to dig the grave, which was located in an area of hard 
and stony ground. 
 As they stood at the entrance of the cemetery debating the 
issue, the watchman came forth and shared an incredible tale:  
 A few years earlier, R' Aryeh came to him with a private 
request: “Who knows the timetable of a man’s life? Perhaps I may 
depart on a Friday, and the gravesite I bought to be next to my wife is 
rock-hard and stony.  Maybe people attending the funeral will be 
unable to reach their homes before ת  I pray you, please dig up the .שַבָּ
earth and turn it over so that it will be all broken up and soft.” 
 The  watchman  had  discreetly  prepared  the  grave  as 
requested … and everyone arrived home in time to prepare for ת  .שַבָּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 If one forgot to count the עֹמֶר at nighttime, he should still 
count without making a רָכָה  during the day until the next בְּ
night. One then continues to count with a רָכָה   .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a רָכָה  .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a רָכָה  .בְּ

YOUR NAME HERE:
______________

Be a mesayem at the
2020 global Siyum HaShas.

Learn. Earn. Win - over 250 prizes!
YESHIVOS Call to register your Talmidim 347.201.0270

BOYS Call our hotline to find out more exciting
information 718.307.2955

I, too, am a
Mesayem!

Email: register@masmideihasiyum.org

 With only 34 weeks left till the next International Siyum Hashas, 
the excitement in the air is palpable. The Masmidei Hasiyum is launching 
Rosh Chodesh Iyar, and your yeshiva can still join. We are also adding new 
yeshivos every day. Last week alone, we added another 11 new schools 
from Boca Raton, FL to Mexico City, Mexico, all sharing the goal of lighting 
up the world with the תּוֹרָה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum:  
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana  –  Los Angeles, CA;  Bobov Yeshiva Bnei 
Zion, Toronto Cheder, Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah  –  Toronto,  CANADA;  Hillel 
Academy – Denver, CO; Yeshiva Ktana of Waterbury – Waterbury, CT; Torah 
Academy  –  Boca Raton,  Yeshiva Elementary School  –  Miami Beach, FL; 
Yeshiva Ohr Baruch, Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of 
Boston – Brookline, MA; Talmudical Academy of Baltimore – Pikesville, MD; 
Yeshiva Ateret Yosef, Yeshiva Keter Torah Interlomas, Yeshiva Keter Torah 
Polanco, Yeshiva Keter Torah Secudaria, Yeshiva Toras Eliahu,  Yeshivat 
Emunah — Mexico; Yeshiva Bais Yehudah — Southfield, MI; Torah Academy 
– Minneapolis, MN; The Clifton Cheder – Clifton, Yeshiva Keter Torah of 
Deal – Eatontown, Cheder Toras Zev, Talmud Torah Ohr Elchonon, Tashbar, 
The Lakewood Cheder, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah D'Lakewood  –  Lakewood, 
Yeshiva Bais Hillel (YBH), Yeshiva Ktana – Passaic, Yeshiva of North Jersey 
(RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; The Cheder, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah, Yeshivat Ateret 
Torah, Yeshivat Derech Eres, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Yeshivat Lev Torah, 
Yeshivat Mekor Chaim, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga Veretzsky, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, 
Yeshiva Toras Emes Kamenitz, Yeshivat Shaare Torah – Brooklyn, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah, Yeshiva Siach Yitzchok – Far Rockaway, Yeshiva Ktana of 
Queens – Fresh Meadows, Yeshivas of South Shore – Hewlett, Yeshiva 
Ktana of Long Island  –  Inwood, Yeshivas Tiferes Moshe  –  Kew Gardens, 
Yeshiva Ktana of Manhattan, Yeshiva Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch  – 
Manhattan, Yeshiva of Spring Valley – Monsey, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah 
Maamar Mordechai  –  Spring  Valley,  Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah  –  Staten 
Island,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Reuven  –  Suffern,  Stein  Yeshiva  of  Lincoln  Park  – 
Yonkers, NY,  Hillel Academy  –  Pittsburgh, PA,  Toras Chaim Norfolk  – 
Portsmouth, VA. 

R' Gedaliah Sheinin related that he once brought a wealthy 
American to R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל for a רָכָה  The man wished .בְּ
to express his gratitude with a gift of money. R' Zundel refused 
to accept it. “ .בִיר אִיךְ טאָר נִישׁט נעֶמעֶן געֶלט פאַר מִיר. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
בִיר!  I must — אִיךְ האָב אַ דִירָה. אִיךְ האָב װאָס צוּ עֶסעֶן. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
not take money for myself. I am wealthy. I have a house. I have 
what to eat. I am wealthy!” he said. He was not saying it in jest. 
He meant it. And hearing him say it, you knew it was true. 

Adapted from:  An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer By: Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz 

Sage Sayings



FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 Learning did not always come easy to 
R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל. There was a manuscript 
of his חִדּוּשִים on תוּבּוֹת ת כְּ כֶּ  that he מַסֶּ
uncharacteristically would not lend out. Finally, 
a young מִיד חָכָם  who was learned in  תַלְּ
that תָא כְּ  'kept asking him to the point that R מַסֶּ
Zundel loaned it to him. The fellow took it with 
him to עָרִים  but then lost it. He was מֵאָה שְּ
shattered; he could not bear to return to R' 
Zundel  without  the  manuscript.  Finally,  he 
mustered the courage and told R' Zundel the 
truth: The manuscript was gone. 
 R' Zundel did all he could to console 
the מִיד  over the loss. The fellow walked תַלְּ
away remorsefully, but felt reassured with R’ 
Zundel’s warm response. He assumed this was 

the end of the story. 
 Sometime later, an antique פָרִים  סְּ
collector was sifting through piles of שֵמוֹת. A 
handwritten pamphlet grabbed his eye, and he 
took it home, miraculously saving it from burial. 
He later showed it to someone, who recognized 
the handwriting to be R' Zundel’s. The man 
came to R' Zundel with the writings and asked if 
they were his. Thus, the precious manuscript 
was returned to its owner. 
 R' Zundel thanked the man and told 
him that those particular חִדּוּשִים were written 
with tremendous ש פֶּ סִירַת נֶּ רוּשָלַיִם as ,מְּ  was יְּ
being bombed in 1948. With all the neighbors 
crammed into the dark bomb shelter, he found 
it impossible to learn, so he returned home. 

 “Bombs    were    exploding.    The 
windows were shattering,” related R' Zundel, 
“but I did not move from that room. It was 
under those harrowing conditions that I learned 
תוּבּוֹת חַדֵּש and was כְּ  that is written in תוֹרָה the מְּ
that notebook. I knew the fruits of that toil 
would not be permanently lost. I knew it would 
come back.” 
 My מִיד  R' Zundel taught by ,תַלְּ
example  that  a  person’s  most  treasured 
learning and heights in personal growth happen 
during his most difficult times. You have the 
opportunity  to  grow  at  any  time,  but  the 
potential is greatest in times of challenge.  

רוֹ בָּרוּךְ! הִי זִכְּ   יְּ
דִידוּת יְּ בִּי Your                         ,בְּּ  רֶּ

Adapted from: An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer By: Rabbi P. Lipschutz 

A Piggy Back Ride – Pretty PleaseLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

א יט:יח(…  מוֹךָ אֲנִי ד׳. )וַיִקְרָּ וְאָהַבְתָּ לְרֵעֲךָ כָּ  
 … and you shall love your fellow like yourself, I am ד׳. 
 Many commentaries discuss the connection between the 
words ָמוֹך   .אֲנִי ד׳ and וְאָהַבְתָּ לְרֵעֲךָ כָּ
 The  Rebbe  of  Sadigura  offers  a  simple  but  profound 
interpretation of these words. He explains ָמוֹך תְךָ to mean כָּ  ,כְמִדָּ
meaning, similar to our behavior towards any fellow Jew [lit. like your 
measure of אֵל  so too will be the measure of  reward a ,[אַהֲבַת יִשְרָּ
person will receive from ד׳. As the בַעַל שֵם טוֹב says on the words  ד׳
 will act ד׳ is your shadow … just as you act towards others, so ד׳ :צִלְךָ
towards you! 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yaakov Tzvi Zusman was a well-respected שוֹחֵט in the 
community of נְװֵה יַעֲקֺב on the outskirts of לַיִם  One day, without .יְרוּשָּ
any previous indication of heart trouble, the man suffered a massive 
heart attack and died. His wife, Leah, was quite overwhelmed trying 
to cope with the new daily struggle of survival. 
 Among those who came to comfort the young widow was 
R' Aryeh Levin from לַיִם  He spoke with warmth and offered to .יְרוּשָּ
help in any way. Leah was grateful, but did not plan to take advantage 
of the offer. However, the morning after shivah, R’ Aryeh knocked on 
the door and offered to take the two young boys, the older of whom 
was 6, to shul to recite קַדִיש in memory of their father. 
 The children were thrilled to be going to shul with such a 
kind and famous man, and R' Aryeh would pick up the children early 
every morning to take them to shul. R' Aryeh did not want the young 
mother to overtax herself, so he would also dress the young boys in 
the morning so that she would be able to take advantage of some 
extra precious moments of sleep.  
 One morning, R' Aryeh was ill, and in his place he sent R' 
Yoel Brand, who lived nearby, to take the boys to shul. R' Yoel arrived 
at  the  house  on  time  and  managed  to  get  the  boys  up  and  
out. Halfway down the street, Uri, the younger brother, refused to 

walk any further.  
 R' Yoel tried every tactic he could think of, but nothing was 
working. Uri just looked down with a frown on his face and big sad, 
brown eyes. R' Yoel felt terrible, but he had tried everything, and Uri 
wouldn’t even tell him what was wrong. Exasperated, R' Yoel finally 
blurted out, “I don’t understand it. You walk when R' Aryeh picks you 
up. What’s the problem?” 
 Uri looked up with tear-filled eyes and said, “That’s because 
every  morning  when  R'  Aryeh  picks  me  up  he  carries  me  on  his 
shoulders.”  
 R' Yoel smiled. He should have known better. Of course R' 
Aryeh would have figured out how to reach this poor child’s heart. He 
bent down and offered Uri a ride. It was not R' Aryeh’s shoulder ride 
— but he took it anyway. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R’ Aryeh was ר  on a Friday. The family was concerned נִפְטָּ
that the burial be performed early enough in the day so that the 
friends and family that had come from outside לַיִם  would be able יְרוּשָּ
to return home before the onset of ת א However, the .שַבָּ ה קַדִישָּ  חֶבְרָּ
wished to delay the funeral for several hours so that they would have 
enough time to dig the grave, which was located in an area of hard 
and stony ground. 
 As they stood at the entrance of the cemetery debating the 
issue, the watchman came forth and shared an incredible tale:  
 A few years earlier, R' Aryeh came to him with a private 
request: “Who knows the timetable of a man’s life? Perhaps I may 
depart on a Friday, and the gravesite I bought to be next to my wife is 
rock-hard and stony.  Maybe people attending the funeral will be 
unable to reach their homes before ת  I pray you, please dig up the .שַבָּ
earth and turn it over so that it will be all broken up and soft.” 
 The  watchman  had  discreetly  prepared  the  grave  as 
requested … and everyone arrived home in time to prepare for ת  .שַבָּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
מֶר סְפִירַת הָעווֹ

Halacha 
Corner

There's a Pirchei hotline! Call now - 718-663-0212

 If one forgot to count the עֹמֶר at nighttime, he should still 
count without making a רָכָה  during the day until the next בְּ
night. One then continues to count with a רָכָה   .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a רָכָה  .בְּ

 If one is in doubt as to whether or not he has counted, he 
can still continue to count with a רָכָה  .בְּ

YOUR NAME HERE:
______________

Be a mesayem at the
2020 global Siyum HaShas.

Learn. Earn. Win - over 250 prizes!
YESHIVOS Call to register your Talmidim 347.201.0270

BOYS Call our hotline to find out more exciting
information 718.307.2955

I, too, am a
Mesayem!

Email: register@masmideihasiyum.org

 With only 34 weeks left till the next International Siyum Hashas, 
the excitement in the air is palpable. The Masmidei Hasiyum is launching 
Rosh Chodesh Iyar, and your yeshiva can still join. We are also adding new 
yeshivos every day. Last week alone, we added another 11 new schools 
from Boca Raton, FL to Mexico City, Mexico, all sharing the goal of lighting 
up the world with the תּוֹרָה   of the International Masmidei Hasiyum:  
Tashbar Sephardic Yeshiva Ktana  –  Los Angeles, CA;  Bobov Yeshiva Bnei 
Zion, Toronto Cheder, Yeshiva Yesode Hatorah  –  Toronto,  CANADA;  Hillel 
Academy – Denver, CO; Yeshiva Ktana of Waterbury – Waterbury, CT; Torah 
Academy  –  Boca Raton,  Yeshiva Elementary School  –  Miami Beach, FL; 
Yeshiva Ohr Baruch, Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi – Chicago, IL; Torah Academy of 
Boston – Brookline, MA; Talmudical Academy of Baltimore – Pikesville, MD; 
Yeshiva Ateret Yosef, Yeshiva Keter Torah Interlomas, Yeshiva Keter Torah 
Polanco, Yeshiva Keter Torah Secudaria, Yeshiva Toras Eliahu,  Yeshivat 
Emunah — Mexico; Yeshiva Bais Yehudah — Southfield, MI; Torah Academy 
– Minneapolis, MN; The Clifton Cheder – Clifton, Yeshiva Keter Torah of 
Deal – Eatontown, Cheder Toras Zev, Talmud Torah Ohr Elchonon, Tashbar, 
The Lakewood Cheder, Yeshiva Tiferes Torah D'Lakewood  –  Lakewood, 
Yeshiva Bais Hillel (YBH), Yeshiva Ktana – Passaic, Yeshiva of North Jersey 
(RYNJ) – River Edge, NJ; The Cheder, Yeshiva Ahavas Torah, Yeshivat Ateret 
Torah, Yeshivat Derech Eres, Yeshiva Derech Hatorah, Yeshivat Lev Torah, 
Yeshivat Mekor Chaim, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga Veretzsky, Yeshivat Ohel Torah, 
Yeshivas Tiferes Yisroel, Yeshiva Torah Temimah, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, 
Yeshiva Toras Emes Kamenitz, Yeshivat Shaare Torah – Brooklyn, Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah, Yeshiva Siach Yitzchok – Far Rockaway, Yeshiva Ktana of 
Queens – Fresh Meadows, Yeshivas of South Shore – Hewlett, Yeshiva 
Ktana of Long Island  –  Inwood, Yeshivas Tiferes Moshe  –  Kew Gardens, 
Yeshiva Ktana of Manhattan, Yeshiva Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch  – 
Manhattan, Yeshiva of Spring Valley – Monsey, Yeshiva Degel Hatorah 
Maamar Mordechai  –  Spring  Valley,  Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah  –  Staten 
Island,  Yeshiva  Ohr  Reuven  –  Suffern,  Stein  Yeshiva  of  Lincoln  Park  – 
Yonkers, NY,  Hillel Academy  –  Pittsburgh, PA,  Toras Chaim Norfolk  – 
Portsmouth, VA. 

R' Gedaliah Sheinin related that he once brought a wealthy 
American to R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל for a רָכָה  The man wished .בְּ
to express his gratitude with a gift of money. R' Zundel refused 
to accept it. “ .בִיר אִיךְ טאָר נִישׁט נעֶמעֶן געֶלט פאַר מִיר. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
בִיר!  I must — אִיךְ האָב אַ דִירָה. אִיךְ האָב װאָס צוּ עֶסעֶן. אִיךְ בִין אַ גְּ
not take money for myself. I am wealthy. I have a house. I have 
what to eat. I am wealthy!” he said. He was not saying it in jest. 
He meant it. And hearing him say it, you knew it was true. 

Adapted from:  An Appreciation of Rav Zundel Kroizer By: Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz 

Sage Sayings



לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר …  וַיִקְרָא כ:כד(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  הִבְדַּ  
I am ד׳, your G-d, Who has separated you from the peoples…  

וַיִקְרָא כ:כו(…)אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים  וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ …   
… for I, ד׳ , am holy; and I will separate you from the peoples …  
 and קְדֻשָה discuss the laws of the קְדֺשִים and פָרָשִיוֹת אַחֲרֵי מוֹת 
purity that characterize the Jewish nation. The גְמָרָא derives many 
 ;פָרָשִיוֹת in these two פְסוּקִים from the seemingly repetitious הֲלָכוֹת
however, the repetition that חֲזַ״ל do not address is in these two 
לְתִיאֲנִי ד׳ אֱלֺקֵיכֶם אֲשֶר  (1 :פְסוּקִים אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים הִבְדַּ , I am ד׳, your G-d, 
Who has separated you from the peoples… and 2)   וָאַבְדִלכִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי ד׳ 
 am holy; and I will separate you from the ,ד׳ ,for I … -אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
peoples … 
 If we look closely at these two פְסוּקִים we realize that the 
first פָסוּק is in the past tense —  לְתִיאֲשֶר הִבְדַּ  — Who has separated 
you, and the second פָסוּק is in the future tense — וָאַבְדִל — and I will 
separate you. 
 In סֻכַת דָוִד, R' Dovid Kviat זַצַ״ל suggests that this slight 
variation justifies the repetition of these words. 
 The first פָסוּק is a reminder of a historic event. On ד׳ ,הַר סִינַי 
separated us and commanded us to follow the תּוֹרָה. We were given a 
clear commandment to maintain that separation. רַשִ״י explains that 
 were differentiated from the other nations and were given כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
the תּוֹרָה because of our distinguished heritage from the אָבוֹת, our 
forefathers. This is similar to a prince being told that he is restricted 
from eating in the marketplace. The restriction is based solely on his 

royal heritage. We were told to keep our distance from the nations of 
the world. We must be careful not to learn from their ways. We have 
to look different, act differently, and only then can we be a light to our 
non-Jewish neighbors.  
 The second פָסוּק is directed to a future issue. There would 
be times in the history of our nation in which the separation that oc-
curred at סִינַי would eventually wear off, and then ד׳ will need to 
separate us. We are ד׳’s people, and if we fail to maintain our status as 
the children of ד׳, then He has to remind us to do so. Whether we like 
it or not, we represent ד׳, and we have to be holy, as He is:  כִי קָדוֹש אֲנִי
 am holy; and I will separate you ,ד׳ ,for I — ד׳ וָאַבְדִל אֶתְכֶם מִן הָעַמִים
from the peoples.  
 If we are not careful to maintain our separate identity, ד׳ has 
many nations who are willing to maintain that separation. R' Chaim of 
Volozhin would say, “If the Yidden do not make קִדוּש (sanctification), 
then the non-Jews will need to make הַבְדָלָה (separation).” The  מִדְרָש
בַצַר לְךָ וּמְצָאוּךָ כֺל הַדְבָרִים הָאֵלֶה  :explains the words (שְמוֹת לו:א) רַבָה

…בְאַחֲרִית הַיָמִים וְשַבְתָּ עַד ד׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ  — In your distress, [when all these 
things] come upon you in the end of the days, and you will return to ד׳ 
your G-d: The nations of world oppress the Jews so that we should turn 
to ד׳ and do תְּשוּבָה. It is important to remember that we are the nation 
that is teaching the rest of the world how to behave. Our modesty and 
lifestyle must affect the rest of the world, not the other way around! 

Adapted from Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

A bochur from Torah Vodaath once met R’ 
Shmuel Birnbaum ZT”L and asked him a question…

The bochur was taken to a bedroom.I had a relative that went to learn in 
Mir yeshiva. He arrived late, tired and 
exhausted on his first night after a 

full day of strenuous travel.

In the morning: …My relative went to find the bochur Elya Chazan…

That’s a very 
good question! 

Who is your 
Rebbe? My Rebbe is R’ 

Elya Chazan…

R’ Elya Chazan! 
Do you know who 
your Rebbe is??

Of course! 
He’s an amazing 

gaon…

Excuse me? 
I apologize for 

disturbing you, but I 
just arrived. Do you 
know where I can find 

my bed?

You are not 
disturbing… Please 

follow me…

Here, this is a 
spare bed for 

tonight…

Whose bed was 
this? Is this bed 
available again 

tonight?
This is Elya 

Chazan’s bed. 
Please Ask him!

???

Please tell me 
why you gave me 

your bed?

Yes, Yes! my son, I’m 
going to share with you 
a personal story…you 

will learn who the gaon R’ 
Elya Chazan really is!

5668 - 5742  1908 - 1982  ,cy c"h

ה הַלֵוִי  He grew up in Bransk (near .זַצַ״ל was born to a R' Chaim and Chaya Baila Chazan ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ שִמְחָּ
Bialystok), Poland. His רֶבֵיִים in Bransk included R' Shimon Shkop זַצַ״ל. He learned in Ponevezh, Telshe, 
Slobodka and Mir. In 1921 the young R' Elya went to Kaminetz ה ה where the יְשִיבָּ רוּךְ בעֶר ,ראֹש יְשִיבָּ  ר׳ בָּ
Lebowitz זַצַ״ל became his ק רוּךְ בעֶר After 2 years, when .רֶבִי מֻבְהָּ  travelled to America, R' Elya went to ר׳ בָּ
ר׳  s return, R' Elya returned for another 4 years. During WWII, he learned by’רֶבִי Upon his .יְשִיבַת מִיר
ק זְאֵב ב Soloveitchik, the Brisker  יִצְחָּ  perished during WWII, and he moved to הי״ד in Vilna. His family רָּ
Canada where he took a position in  ה מֶרְכַז היְשִיבָּ הַתּוֹרָּ  in Montreal. He joined  ה היְשִיבָּ דַעַת תּוֹרָּ וָּ  soon after, 
and delivered the highest שִעוּר for 35 years. R’ Elya concurrently gave שִעוּרִים and was the ה  ראֹש יְשִיבָּ
of Gur, Brooklyn from 1966. He was considered the פּוֹסֵק אַחֲרוֹן by the  הגְדוֹלֵי ראֹש יְשִיבָּ  to explain  בִרְכַת
רוּךְ בעֶר) שְמוּאֵל ה He was a prolific, brilliant .(סֵפֶר s’ר׳ בָּ  would refer to זַצַ״ל Kotler ר׳ אַהֲרֹן who מְחַדֵש תּוֹרָּ

as the ה שִים of שַר הַתּוֹרָּ  .דִבְרֵי אֵלִיָּהוּ are collected in חֲבוּרוֹת His .נְזִיקִין and נָּ

 

Thank you! 
Thank you! I’m so 

exhausted and 
sleep deprived…

Thank you Hashem 
for guiding me to the 
right person! The first 
bochur I asked knew 
about an open bed!!

You need  not be concerned. 
I’ll get you another bed. I just 

wanted you to start your learning in 
yeshiva with a good feeling. I couldn’t 

let you have bad memories of being 
exhausted and looking for a bed on 

the first night.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

לַיִם born in ,ר׳ זוּנְדל זַצַ״ל א פײֵגָׁא and ר׳ אֵלִיָׁהוּ צְבִי to יְרוּשָׁ  טוֹיבָׁ
Kroizer, learned in ה עֵץ חַיִים ה He married .יְשִיבָׁ  Porush מַלְכָׁ
and was from the first to learn in יְשִיבַת מִיר’s כוֹלֵל. He 

learned in לַיִם ק but was a ,יְרוּשָׁ א He was a .חֲזוֹן אִיש of the תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָׁ  חַבְרֻתָׁ
with ן צְבִי תָׁ  ,Soloveitchik. For most of his life ר׳ בעֶרל Finkel and later with ר׳ נָׁ
he served as a מְלַמֵד in רִים רִים both in חַדָׁ  He was a .בְנֵי בְרַק and מֵאָה שְעָׁ
neighbor of the Steipler and was a close friend of ר׳ חַיִים Kanievsky ״א  .שַלִיטָׁ
He wrote ה ה עַל הַתוֹרָׁ  ,during the year he spent in Lugano אוֹר הַחַמָׁ
Switzerland, establishing a ה ה and שַ״ס He also wrote on .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָׁ כָׁ  In .הֲלָׁ
1990, he was appointed as a מֵשִיב in יְשִיבַת טשעֶבִין. Known as a מַתְמִיד, he 
was also a אוֹן נוּת and חֶסֶד in גָׁ  .עַנְוְתָׁ

 ח' אייר
5684 — 5774 
1923 — 2014 

R' Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל’s relative anonymity 
allowed him to spend his waking hours 
learning תּוֹרָה. R' Chaim Kanievsky 
 observed that this was in fact שַלִיטָ״א
a gift from ד׳. Many years ago, he 
remarked that it must be that ד׳ loves 
R' Zundel more than he loves R' Chaim, 
because He kept R' Zundel hidden and 
people did not bother him with אֵלוֹת  שְׁ
and כֵי צִבּוּר   .the way they do with R' Chaim צָרְׁ

לע״נ הבחור הנחמד ראובן ע״ה בן ר׳ צבי יהודה הלוי נ״י
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