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The Kohain shall command; and for the person being purified
there shall be taken two live, clean birds ...

Ibn Ezra understands from the fact that all the words are
read together — NPY) o0 MY) — that the Mim is teaching us that
the 5 “takes” from his own money to supply the necessary
components for the purification process.

This n2%n seems highly unusual. Imagine for a moment if a
person would suffer from an unusual sickness and would travel a
distance to a renowned physician. After undergoing treatment, unless
there was a prior agreement, it is logical to expect that the patient
would pay the physician in full for services rendered. Any patient who
would arrange to pay less, or not pay at all, for the treatment, would
only appeal to the doctor for charity if he is poor. Even a poor person
rarely has the audacity to turn to a renowned physician after being
treated and request that he give him a discount or waive his fee
entirely. He certainly would not ask the physician to pay for his
expensive medication. The /bn Ezra clearly teaches that the 05 “takes”
from his own money, even in the event that the y7i8n could easily
afford to pay for the necessary components to be healed from his
spiritual sickness.

lesson will be imparted to the y7i¥n when the y27 being offered is
purchased with the y03’s money?

N7IAD Yy identifies an interesting and practical reason for
this unusual practice. 910 teach us that the person who is stricken
with my1¥ is an individual with a loose tongue, who speaks against
others with ease. Unfortunately, much of the yan ¥y that such
individuals relate is against the spiritual leaders, ©»27, 02N >1NYR,
and o on.

An important part of the n7im’s process for healing the
slanderer is to place him in the position of beneficiary of the y03's gift.
Imagine how the y1isn feels, receiving a gift from the victim of his
disparaging speech! Now the same tongue that has spoken evil will be
‘forced” to speak good about his benefactor. His words of
acknowledgement are the best medicine.

The m)im is teaching us a beautiful and effective method for
removing ill feelings or envy. The yn3’s gift will cause a change of heart
in the y7isn. By giving the y1isn a gift, it will soften the ill feelings that
the y7isn harbors towards spiritual leaders, ©»27, D20 >1PNYN,
DN etc.

As the 709 says in Y9¥n (v79:173):
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Why is the yn> different than a doctor? Why should he, a
spiritual healer, have to pay for the healing process? What lasting

iYahrtzelts ~C5N

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)

Glimpses

On a train full of Jews en route to freedom in

)02 /2 Dr¥Y OPOIMY GO APY M, the Skverer Rebbe, was born in sweltering heat, small amounts of water
5659 - 5728 !
1899 - 1968 Skvira, Ukraine, to 17 /9 and n7iay. 117 /7 was 709 on V'O were distributed to those on board.

1903, a few months after the family was forced to move to
Kiev in 1919 due to pogroms that followed the Bolshevik Revolution. In
1925, he married Trana, daughter of Rabbi Pinye and granddaughter of 1
NP1 237 10w’ of Belz, and moved to Belz. Upon returning to Romania a
few years later, 901 apy> " led the Skverer ©7on in Kolorash as their
Rebbe. He moved to Bucharest in the winter of 1945. He emigrated to the
U.S.A. in 1948. After establishing his court, first in Boro Park and later in
Williamsburg, he founded the unique community of New Square in 1956-7.

Because of his mawn, 9o apy M
911 >poL was given a 2™ cup of |
water, which he drank. When he §°
learned that some of the other
passengers had never received any water
at all, it pained him terribly. To recall his
'mistake' of not making sure everyone else had
received a drink, he stopped drinking plain water.
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On the eighth day, the ... foreskin shall be circumcised.

The myn of NP, circumcision, leaves an indelible mark on
a Jew, one that is with him throughout his entire life. It is a myn that
connects generations, since one’s father is the person obligated to
see that his son is circumcised. It is a Myn for which many Jews,
throughout the centuries, have given their lives. Many stories are told
that demonstrate the Jew’s commitment to this special myn. Even in
our day and age, we still hear accounts of Jews who have performed
this myn with great v9) non.

R' Aryeh Levin, 9783, was accustomed to go to shul early
every nay 217y, so that he could recite ©¥n PV in a relaxed
atmosphere and with great joy. Once, he came to shul and sat next to
his »27, R' Chaim Berlin, 781, the 27 of @9¥yW, and together they
recited ©Yn PY. They came to the ,1Da: BN PYY N ... NI TN,
Behold, you are beautiful ... you are beautiful, your eyes are [like a]
dove (1:15). >»¥ explains that this 7©9 praises YN 93 for their
beautiful deeds and strength to do msn. The P9 likens its
leadership, the “eyes” of the nation, to the dove, which will always
remain faithful to its mate. R' Aryeh noticed R' Chaim’s teary eyes,
and asked his 27, “Why are you crying?”

“These D109 praise YWY H22's faithfulness. Is it not a
reason to cry?” R' Chaim explained his emotional display with the
following story:

“When | was serving as 27 in Moscow, a distinguished
gentleman once approached, asking to speak to me privately. He
related that his wife had given birth to a baby boy, and asked if |
would honor him by being the Ynn, ritual circumciser. He then
stipulated that this must be done in secret. Since this type of request
was not uncommon, | was somewhat taken aback by his desire for
secrecy. He proceeded to explain that his business was in the
wholesale vending of expensive non-Jewish religious items. It would

Chofetz Chaim O~
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A Faithful Nation

not serve his business well if he were to publicly acknowledge that he
was Jewish. A public celebration was definitely out of the question.

“l agreed to perform the m>72 in secrecy. His servants were
given the day off and only the father and | were present at the
ceremony. Afterwards, | asked the father to notify me on the third
day as to the child’s welfare. On the third day, the father arrived with
the good news that the baby was well and brought along an envelope
of cash to pay me for my services. | refused the money, stating that |
don’t take remuneration for this special myn. The father thought |
wanted more money and opened his wallet immediately to give me
more. | said, ‘No — | do not take money for the mn of non.’

“Before the father left, | asked him to explain his highly
unusual behavior: ‘When | visited your home, | didn’t see even the
slightest testament to our Jewish heritage ... It seems that you had
totally left the ways of our Father. Why then are you willing to risk
everything for the myn of NN, after so many years of hiding your
true faith?’

“He replied, "2, | know | have distanced myself from the
faith of my ancestors. | really do not know if | personally can ever go
back to my roots. One thing | do know for certain: In my home, my
son will never know his Jewish heritage. |, at least, was raised among
Jews. He will have nothing of the sort. If one day in the future,
however, when he grows up, he meets other Jews who may inspire
him to return to his faith, | don’t want to be the one to make him
wary of doing so. This way, he will know that he was born a Jew, and |
will try to raise him knowing he is Jewish. | cannot, and will never,
deprive my son of his legacy, at any cost!"”

“Now you know why | cry when [ recite this PI2: ... N9 Tn
0P PYY N9 — As the dove remains faithful to its mate, never flying
farther than its eyes can still see its mate, so, too, do
our People retain their inner commitment to '7, regardless of how far
they may have strayed.”

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbbi A.L. Scheinbaum)

W1 Questions

)
*Yidi and Ari were pleased with their carnival’s success. They agreed 1. For what purpose was the y7ivn obligated to call out to
that Ari should hold on to the money in his room until after NN, when passersby, "1NDV INPV"?

they would count it up and divide the profit equally. Yidi came home 2. Why is a y7i¥n singled out to live in solitary confinement? Why
first, gently removed a S5 bill from the small pile of money that Ari had was it 7T THD NTn?
dumped on the dinette table, and quietly left the house. Eli had been in o
the kitchen, getting a glass of water, and he had a clear view of the

entire dinette area. Just then, his mother walked in.

May Eli relate his eyewitness account of Yidi’s “thievery” to Mommy?

*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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e One may not speak between the N272 and the start of
the Nn>7a. If one did speak, he must repeat the n273a.
e During the np>72, one may only speak about

something relating to the np>1a itself. If one did speak
during the NpP>72 (about an unrelated topic), one does
not make another N273.

Halacha

Corner
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‘Since we only discuss 1-3nia77. it is important to consider these niszq in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Focuso-Middos

Dear Talmid,

Many people are well
aware of a beautiful group of
close to 6,000 o>on who live
together in a village known as
New Square. It is an entirely
Jewish shtet/ and even has its
own Jewish mayor and town
council. The town lives and
breathes Yiddishkeit. Anyone
who is N2t to visit on a regular
nay will fondly treasure the
experience, and will have tales
of the unusual D>n7IN NN of
the entire community.

The Skverer Rebbe,
218y OPOML 901 2P, intended
to name the community New
Skvir, but a typist's error
Americanized it to New Square.
Few people know about its initial
struggle for existence, which
was finally resolved by the New
York State Supreme Court in
favor of the o on.

Below is an excerpt of
an article from a famous
national magazine written in the
1950s:

“... Rabbi Jacob Joseph
Twersky, from the Ukrainian
town of Skvir and known as ‘the
Skvirer Rabbi,” who came to

Brooklyn in 1948. Six years ago,
deciding that the city pressed
too hard on community piety
and ... raising of children, the
Skvirer Rabbi moved with his
followers about forty miles from
Manhattan to a 130-acre farm
near the heavily Jewish village of
Spring Valley (New York). Here
they planned [to build] 5-room
cottages and laid out streets
named for presidents of the
United States ... But they soon
found that things were not that
simple. Zoning laws and sewage
disposal, bonds and deeds and
building permits, suits and
countersuits have plagued the
gentle Hasidim of New Square.”

My 97, it is said that
soon after the Rebbe arrived on
American shores, the sorry state
of Yiddishkeit in the United
States upset him so much that
he wanted to return to Europe.
The Rebbe did not give up and
taught by example that those
who struggle to keep their
Yiddishe principles will eventually
be successful.
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A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)
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The Month of
107 in History

01319 — According to ywin M,
the world was created in the
month of y97). Also, the death of
a7y and NPAX  during  the
inauguration of the y2¥mn.

07 Y923 — 30 days after the death
of NYn, yvin dispatched 2 spies
to .

10 y9%) — The death of 0.
13y023—  yan's  decree to
eradicate the Jews.

1539 - pny was born; four
hundred vyears later, Y
o3n.

1619 — The ) ended. Also,
INON appeared before ¥iMVNNX.
1792 — yn was hung on the
gallows that he had prepared for
227T.

21 Yo7 - Splitting of the 910 D).
25197 — The death of ywim.
2819 — Conquest of im.

UnderstandingDavening

4/ . . .
5 An edited selection of w07 nWI92 71980 NNYN 0°99Y NYaIX ... This refers to the four N7in passages that are

09Y SYNY NYaIX ... These are the four New Years in every Jewish
calendar year [See: 1% mwn in MYn WUNT: 192 'K, DI9N N, YR N, N
L2V (ONPY N*2) or VAV YV (Y9N M 32)]. Y2 is considered the first
month even though the calendar year starts in »vmn.

MYa MPH NYaIN ... These are the four seasons throughout the
year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. Y92 is considered first
season, for it is the month in which the first rays of the sun shone
onto the world.

NN P19 NY3IX ... These are the four times in the year that
the world is judged [See: 2" mwn in MYn WUNI): nbe — Grain,
Ny — Fruits, MyYn YNI — People, Ni’o — Water]. Yo7 is the
first judgment.

read during the weeks preceding np9 - ©9pVY, 7151, N9 and YTIND.
Each one is read to add another merit that will help bring nwn.
NINHAY MO NYaIN .. The word 02 appears four times in the
dream of N¥1a’s wine chamberlain. This is a 97 to the four cups of
poison that will be drunk by the enemies of 572 %32 at the time of
novn.

VI HMaYn NYaIN ... ONT ('t p19) prophesied that there would be
four kingdoms that would rule over 5n7¥? »32 until the coming of
novn.

NINN22 DOYIN AYaIX ... In the 1721 M) (12 P79), four carpenters
will come and redeem 5N »3a from the four kingdoms that
oppress them [117 12 YR, 90 12 NWR, IMHN and PTY 10> ( N2ID
;)]
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THE WINTERS IN BARANOVITCH, POLAND, WERE BRUTALLY
COLD. ONE OF THE JOBS OF THE SHUL'S ELDERLY SHAMAS
[SEXTON] INCLUDED KINDLING THE SHUL STOVE AT LEAST
AN HOUR BEFORE THE FIRST PERSON ARRIVED SO THAT THE

SHUL WOLLD WARM UP IN TIME FOR DAVENING.

IT'S THE THIRD
DAY THIS WEEK T}—iAT THE T'LL ADDRESS THIS
SHAMAS MISSED! MAYBE PROBLEM. T MAY HAVE A
WE SHOULD THINK ABOUT /| SOLUTION

RETIRING HIM.. =

FROM THAT DAY ON THE MASHEIACH WOLILD WAKE
UP VERY EARLY AND PREPARE THE OVEN, AND THEN
RUSH BACK SO HE WOULD NOT 8E DISCOVERED.

——

THE MASHEIACH RECOEGNIZED
THE VOICE OF THE SHAMAS... IT IS BETTER FOR A
‘ PERSON TO 8E THROWN
INTO A FIERY FURNACE
THAN CAUSE HIS FRIEND
EMBARRASSMENT... IF THE
SHAMAS FINDS OUT WHO
HE KICKED, HE WILL BE
50 EMBARRASSED!

A
THE MASHEIACH STUCK HIS HEAD FURTHER INTO THE STOVE
LINTIL HE WAS SURE THAT THE SHAMAS WALKED AWAY.

CHAS V'SHALOM
THAT THE OLD SHAMAS
SHOULD B8E RETIRED. T
CAN'T LET HIM LOSE HIS

ONE DAY THE SHAMAS WALKED IN EARLIER 1
THAN USUAL AND SAW SOMEONE’S BACK
STICKING OUT OF THE OVEN...

600D MORNING!
SHKOYACH FOR
HELPING OuT/

B8”H, THE SHAMAS
IS @ONE; T MUST RUSH
HOME BEFORE ANYONE
SEES ME.

THE MASHEIACH'S FACE WAS BLACKENED AND PART
OF HIS BEARD HAD BEEN SINGED - AS LONG AS HE
MADE SURE NOT TO EMBARRASS A FELLOW YID!

& ° EARNED IN N :
| HOROWITZ. AT THE AGE OF 18 HE MAQQIEO FAIGA MALKA, R

OF TH / . i
YOSEF Vonz&L’s DALle‘»HTEQ AFTEQ
HIS FATHER'S PASSING HE BECAME THE RAV. WHEN R’ ELCHONON WASSERMAN OPENED THE OHEL
TORAH YESHIVA, HE APPOINTED R’ YISROEL YAAKOV AS MASHGIACH. HE HAD NO CHILOREN OF HIS
OWN; WHEN HIS SISTER AND BROTHER PASSED AWAY AT A YOUNG AGE, HE ADOPTED THEIR TWO
SMALL CHILDREN, DOVID AND VICHNA. VICHNA [KAPLAN] WOULILD LATER ESTABLISH THE BAIS YAAKOV
MOVEMENT IN AMERICA; THE BRISKER RAV ATTRIBUTED IT TO THE CHINLICH OF HIS HOME. HE WAS A
GAON IN TORAH, TZIDKUS AND MIDDOS TOVOS; THE CHOFETZ CHAIM WOLILD SEND PEOPLE TO HIM
FOR BROCHOS. HE AND HIS REBBETZIN WERE NIFTAR AL KIDDUSH HASHEM IN SLABODKA., HY"D.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval www.leilshishi.com
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