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TorahThoughts

NIy e v ...
.the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised (Vayikra 12:3)

The msn of nm ma is unique in that it has been accepted
throughout the generations with joy. Our people have responded to
the call of N9 m13 with vo) non. N2 nais a permanent imprint on
the child, identifying him as a partner in the Covenant and a member
of Yn9wr Y9a. It is a sign that stays with the child throughout his entire
life. nom ma is an event marked with pride and joy. regardless of
the circumstances surrounding the event. It is one msn that nearly
all Jews, even those who have otherwise become alienated from
Jewish observance, have continued to embrace. Our people have
been persecuted throughout the millennia, but we have always
remained faithful to this unique msn.

There are many stories that relate the overwhelming v9) nyon our
People have demonstrated for no»m ma. Rabbi Yisroel Spira, 9781, the
Bluzhover Rebbe, was sawing wood as a member of a slave labor
contingent in the notorious Janowska Road camp. One morning,
on n21 xwvwin, the forest was filled with terrible, heartrending cries.
It soon became known that a children’s “aktion,” a selection, was
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they, too, would follow the same tragic path of their children.

As the procession of weeping, distraught mothers and children
came closer to the Bluzhover's labor group, one mother broke
ranks. Clutching her infant son in her arms, she cried out, "p»x!
Have mercy, give me a knife!”

Assuming the woman sought to commit suicide, the Rebbe
attempted to dissuade her. A Nazi officer, infamous for his sadistic
behavior, approached the woman and handed her his penknife,
hoping to enjoy the last moments of this hapless woman's life.

He did not know the Jewish spirit. Clutching the knife in her hand,
the woman carefully placed her son on the ground and circumcised
him. In a clear, loud, emotion-filled voice she recited the n»n no7a,
to the loud response of yox by all those assembled. [The woman in
this story was Leah, the mother of R' Dovid Hersh Mayer Y781, and
the baby was his older brother Menashe. Miraculously, the family
survived the war and eventually emigrated to the United States|

This is the way one Jewish mother inducted her son into the
covenant of our People. 9710 tell us yvy [joyl in "mox non refers

occurring. The Nazi beasts were grabbing little children away from
their mothers, to be slaughtered like cattle in a nearby field. One can
imagine the heartbroken mothers as their children were torn from
them. These mothers knew that it would only be a short while before

to nom. We should learn from the w9y nyon of our forebears to
perform this most precious myn with special joy!

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)
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192372 R’ Yaakov Yosef Twersky Y781, the Skverer Rebbe, On a train full of Jews en route
5659 —5728 was born in Skvira, Ukraine. Due to the pogroms that to freedom in sweltering heat,
1899 — 1968 followed the Bolshevik Revolution, his famlly was small amounts of water were

forced to move to Kiev in 1919. A few months later, on
19932 0, his father, 1171, the Skverer Rebbe, was qv9. The following
autumn, the rest of the family left for Kishinev, Moldavia. In 1925, he
married the granddaughter of 21713ww 1 of Belz and moved to Belz.
Upon returning to Romania a few years later, he led the Skverer
oon in Kolorash as their Rebbe. In the winter of 1945, he moved
to Bucharest. He emigrated to the USA in 1948. After establishing
his court, first in Boro Park and later in Williamsburg, he founded the
unique community of New Square in 1956-7.

distributed to those on board.

Due to his identity, qo¥ apw
S8 OPYIML Was given a 2nd cup
of water, which he drank. When
he learned that some of the other

passengers never received even

a 1st cup of water, it broke his heart. To recall
his ‘mistake” of not asking, he stopped drinking
plain water.

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored Lilui nishmas
Mrs. Edith Rieder.
A life steeped in chesed while raising a family of askonim and machshivei Torah.



Focus.Middos

ear Talmid,

Many people are well
aware of a beautiful
group of close to 6,000 o1on
that live together in a village
known as New Square. It is a
town that is entirely a Jewish
shtetl and even has its own
Jewish mayor and town council.
The town lives and breathes
Yiddishkeit and anyone who is
nait to visit on a regular nay will
fondly treasure the experience,
and will have tales of the
unusual omix noypn of the
entire community.

The Skverer Rebbe, apy
Syt OpoML 9P, intended to
name the community New Skuvir,
but a typist's error Americanized
it to New Square. Few people
know about its initial struggle
for existence, which was finally
resolved by the New York State
Supreme Court in favor of the
D7oN.

Below is an excerpt of an
article from a famous national
magazine written in the 1950s:

"..RabbiJacob Joseph Twersky,
from the Ukrainian town of
Skvir and known as "the Skvirer

6\9/6\

Rabbi," who came to Brooklyn
in 1948. Six years ago, deciding
that the city pressed too hard on
community piety and .. raising
of children, the Skvirer Rabbi
moved with his followers about
forty miles from Manhattan to a
130-acre farm near the heavily
Jewish village of Spring Valley
(New York). Here they planned
[to buildl five-room cottages
and laid out streets named for
presidents of the U.S. .. But they
soon found that things were not
that simple. Zoning laws and
sewage disposal, bonds and
deeds and building permits,
suits and countersuits have
plagued the gentle Hasidim of
New Square.”

My nom, it is said that soon
after the Rebbe arrived on
American shores, the sorry state
of Yiddishkeit in the U.S. upset
him so much that he wanted
to return to Europe. The Rebbe
did not give up and taught
by example that those who
struggle to keep their Yiddishe
principles will eventually be
successful. — 7312 1733 !

mT7a, Your »1)

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

SageSayings

5181 OPUINY 0T APYr 11 once explained the timing of when he
chose to move out of New York City. "vaynys ann 7o x5 M
TTINNYNYI PR P YN0V 12Y5 YINPIIYON YT 119 AN T OYIN N
VRLY PN A9 3Y; — As long as | heard rumblings about the
American lifestyle, | was content to live in the city; —»1 yyn
VY PIY DD I LVDDY PR AND JTYION T OIYINNIN AN
VRLY PO WN-DIIN — when they stopped complaining, |
realized that it was time to move out!”

Source: Heard around the nawv table
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Understanding Davening

An edited selection of ny¥»
YInNn NYI9s 9om

02V *UNI 1¥3Ix .. There are 4 New Years in
every Jewish calendar year [See: 1st mwn in
MVYD UNIOIYR R 99NN 1D/ and vav X (3
wWnY) or vay 1V Gon M)l Y7 is considered
the first of the months even though the
calendar year starts in »vmn.

mwa mopn NYaIN .. There are 4 seasons:
spring, summer, autumn and winter. yo»
is considered the first season, for it is the
month when the first rays of the sun shone
onto the world.

Atnpas o’pr9 NYaIN . There are 4 times
during the year that the world is judged.
[See: 2nd mwn in mwn WX N, grain;
nivaay, fruits; mwn vNA, people; mso, waterl]
Yo7 is the first judgment.
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This Week in History

1192 5769 / 2009 - Yahrtzeit of 3m9n 1 Svei vs, son
of 2»H bnany 1; he was born in Slabodka, Lithuania,
ON MO MYA IN 1924. 29 Hrany 1 Was a ppan Tnon
of 7ya ;12 7 and later a member of the Y91> nyaip
in Slabodka. As a boy, R" Elya studied at the local
min Tnon. R Avigdor Miller was in Slaboka at
that time and was instrumental in helping R’
Elya's family get papers to emigrate to the United
States in the mid-1930s. He learned in in npw?
ny7) M and was a close mnyn of R° Shlomo
Heiman. After WWII, R" Elya traveled to Y7 xax
and learned under the Brisker 17, 90 axy pny»
Soloveitchik, and ~89n y% “ox 1. Part of the time
that he was learning in Yx> ax he was a xpan
of ony 1 Partzovitz.

In the late 1940s, R’ Elya returned to America and
continued his learning at the fledgling @iy vy nva
in Lakewood under a%vop 1ox 1. In 1951 he married
a7, the daughter of opyax n Kalmanowitz, vxa
PR NV IN 1953, 1IN 1 Sent NIV RIINE HNINY 1
and g 217 1 to start a npw in Philadelphia.
When yxnv 1 left two years later to found a naw»
in Y87 N, nn 1 asked R’ Elya to replace him. R
Elya arrived a year later and became a fixture for
the next 52 years.

In the 1980s, during the influx of Russian
immigrants to America, he was the leading force
behind the establishment of Sinai Academy in
Brooklyn, a middle schooland high school catering
to the children of Russian Jewish immigrants. A
P Ty of yigx . R Elya was internationally
known for his incisive, brilliant and clear o»wv,
and his ability to offer sage advice to thousands of
Jews worldwide. He was regarded as one of the
foremost leaders of Chareidi Jewry. As a leader
of the nyinn *%imy nyyin of Agudath Israel and
chairman of the Rabbinic Administrative Board of
Torah Umesorah, he successfully fought many
battles to protect awniax njion. R' Shach bs1 would
say about R Elya, "America rests on his shoulders.
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Halacha

Livingw:Torah

N ... DI PNRYD OV,

On the 8th day, the .. foreskin shall be circumcised. (Vayikra
12:3)

The myn of nom, circumcision, leaves an indelible mark on
a Jew, one that is with him throughout his entire life. It is a mxn
which connects generations, since the father is the person
obligated to make sure that his son is circumcised. It is a msn for
which many Jews, throughout the centuries, have died.

Many stories are told that demonstrate the Jew's commitment
to this specialmsn. Evenin our day and age, we still hear accounts
of Jews who have performed this msn with great o) non.

Rena Baruchov was waiting very anxiously. Where were they
already?

Finally, there was a soft knock on the door. Rena'’s husband, Uri,
entered with a little bundle in his arms. Behind him was a man
they had only met recently. He was known simply as R' Avrohom.

130 5, Mrs. B." said R" Avrohom. “Everything went just fine.”

“Yes,” added Uri. "R" Avrohom performed the mma and
everything went as planned. own 7972, no ‘surprise guests’
showed up. Here, Rena,” said Uri, as he undid the blanket around
the infant whom he held. "Hold our little qo9. Finally, our child has
a Hebrew name.”

Rena picked up the infant, kissed him on the cheek .. and then
she fainted.

Under the rules of the Communists, circumcising an infant
was considered an act of “religious coercion.” The Communist
regime, which was always ‘concerned” for the rights of its
citizens, declared it a crime to perform a n»a until a boy turned
eighteen, at which time he could decide for himself whether or
not he wanted to be circumcised.

Chofetz Chaim

1 PP 73 593 Y97 PYY M NN 90

‘It was recess time on Thursday morning. A crowd of boys, including
Shloimie, had gathered around Moishy who, as usual. had some story
to tell them. “I'm not mentioning the name, but the may v this morning
was so mixed up because we had so many days off from school due to
the snow. When he got up to saying o o»n, he said, >y17 o» opn..." We
all smiled, but as soon as he realized his mistake, his face went red.”

Is Moishy allowed to tell the story without a name?

“Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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1. One may not speak between the n7a and the start of the np>7a. If one did speak, one must repeat the na7a.

For the Sake of a Mitzvah

Of course, untila boy turned eighteen, the Communists would
do an excellent job of brainwashing these young Jewish boys to
despise their religion and even to deny belief in the existence
of a Creator. By the time they turned eighteen years old, most
Jewish boys did not have the faintest notion what n%m n1a was
all about.

Rena had been raised in a religious home and understood the
importance of non na. She knew that a Jewish boy without a
2 was a spiritually impaired maw). However, she knew that it
would be impossible to have her child’'s ma performed on the
8th day.

First, a qualified Ynin had to be found who was willing to
undertake the great risk of performing this myn. Then, a plan
had to be formulated through which the circumcision could be
done in utmost secrecy. It would not be easy.

Rena did not know how long it would be until her son could
enter the covenant of max opjax. She did, however, know
one thing. The longer her son's na was delayed, the greater
the danger that she would grow accustomed to his being
uncircumcised. And what if it would be months or even years
before the n»a could be performed? The need to fulfill the mxn
might, oiv¥) on, become forgotten..

Rena decided to do something that would allow her no rest
until her baby had his n»a. She promised herself that she would
not kiss her little boy until he was circumcised.

And so, from the day he was born, Rena cuddled her baby,
held him on her shoulder, rocked him to sleep—but never once
kissed him. Now, as she held her little 9o9 in her arms, all the
love and emotion that had been welling up inside of her for so
long burst forth as she kissed him for the very first time ..

And then she fainted.

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W Questions

1. For what purpose was the y3isn obligated to call out to
passersby, Npv! xpv!"?

2. Why is a y7isn singled out to live in solitary confinement?
Why was it nn 732 nNn?
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2. During the np>72, one may only speak about something relating to the np>13 itself. If one did speak during the np>7a (@bout an

unrelated topic), one does not make another na7a.

Corner
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‘Since we only discuss 1-3nisyn, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.
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JUST BEFORE WORLD WAR II, FOOD WAS
SCARCE IN MOST CITIES IN RUSSIA. PESACH WAS
APPROACHING AND THE CITY OF CHERNOWITZ AND
THE SURROLINDING AREA WERE WITHOUT FLOUR
FOR MATZOS. THE SKULENER REBBE CALLED HIS
CONTACTS TO TRY TO GET A SHIPMENT OF FLOUR
BEFORE PESACH,

T UNDERSTAND THE COST,
AND AM WILLING TO PAY. THE
SHIPMENT MUST ARRIVE THIS

AT THE OTHER SIDE OF TOWN, THE VIZHNITZER REBBE
WAS PREPARING HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD FOR PESACH,

MY SON, PLEASE 60O AND
PICK UP THREE MATZOS FROM THE

SKULENER RESEE. 8UT THEY SAID ONLY

ONE MATZAH PER

I KNOW. STILL, ASK FOR FAMILY
THREE MATZOS. YOU MUST SAY IN Y
MY NAME THAT YOU CANNOT SETTLE
FOR LESS!

ALTHOUGH THE SKULENER REBBE WAS CONCERNED THAT THIS
MEANT THAT TWO FAMILIES WOLILD LOSE THEIR MATZOS, HE
DEFERRED TO THE KAVOD OF THE VIZHNITZER REBBE.

8UT REBBE...

EVERY DAY PEOPLE ARE
LINING UP TO COLLECT MATZOS
... WE DON'T HAVE ENOUEH,
EVEN NOW...

TO HONOR
THE WISHES OF THE
VIZHNITZER REBBE T AM
WILLING TO GIVE AWAY
THESE THREE MATZOS!

A WAGON WITH BAGS OF FLOUR ARRIVED AT THE SKULENER
REBBE’'S HOME LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE PESACH.
THE REBBE IMMEDIATELY SET UP A BAKERY AND WITH GREAT
JOY HIS CHASSIDIM BAKED THE FLOUR INTO MATZOS.

THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES WITH

THE MITZVAH OF MATZAH AND

WE MUST RATION ONE MATZAH
PER FAMILY. THERE ARE NO

WE
WILL NEED TO SUPPLY
YES, REBBE, I'LL
BL"N TRY TO ARRANGE
THE DISTRIBUTION IN AN
ORDERLY FASHION.
EXCEPTIONS!

VIZNITZER REBBE I AM 50ORRY, '
REQUESTED THREE 8UT WE NEED ENOUGH
MATZOS. MATZOS FOR THE ENTIRE
CITY. PLEASE TELL THE REBBE

THAT THIS IS ALL WE CAN

MY FATHER TOLD ME TO
SAY IN HIS NAME THAT I MUST
NOT TO RETURN WITHOUT THREE
MATZOS...

AS PESACH DREW NEAR THE LINES GREW LONGER.

B8Y EREV PESACH ALL THE MATZAH HAD BEEN GIVEN

OuT TO THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES. EREV PESACH IN
THE MORNING:

REBBE, I TRAVELED
ALL NIGHT; T HAVE NO MATZAH.
PLEASE CAN T HAVE JUST ONE
MATZAH..I'M WILLING TO PAY

/
ANYTHING! PLEASE DO

NOT TELL MY GABBAIM
WHY YOU CAME HERE
TODAY!

R’ ELIEZER ZUSIA PORTUGAL, THE FIRST SKULENER REBBE, WAS BORN IN SKULEN, RUSSIA. AT
THE AGE OF 17 HE SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER AS THE ROV. HE LATER MOVED TO CHERNOWITZ, AND
WAS CHOSEN AS ITS T N1 AN, AFTER THE WAR HE WAS KNOWN AS THE FATHER OF HUNDREDS
OF ORPHANS AND ADOPTED MANY. HE SMUGELED HIS “FAMILY” INTO ROMANIA WHERE HE AGAIN
SAVED 1,0005 OF ORPHANS. IN 1959, HE WAS IMPRISONED FOR TEACHING RELIGION. HE WAS
EVENTUALLY FREED AND HE EMIGRATED TO AMERICA IN 19€0. IN 1962 HE LAUNCHED THE TORAH
NETWORK OF DNIANY TON IN HNXIW NIN THAT HAS TO DATE ASSISTED TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF CHILOREN, THE REBBE’'S WA NONFOR ALL TYPES OF JEWS WAS LEGENDARY . HE COMPOSED
MANY BEAUTIFUL MELODIES AND WOLILD SPEND HOLIRS ON HIS DAILY mYam.

For any inquiries or comments

please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794
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