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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

זֵכֶר 'כֶּוֶס' לִבְרָכָה!
The following difficult אֵלָה  was posed to שְׁ
theהֵמוֹת בְׁ לֵי הַּ דְׁ רָאֵל in both גַּ חוּץ  and אֶרֶץ יִשְׁ
 If a white lamb was born among a :לָאָרֶץ
flock of black sheep, which one is the real 
black sheep? They deliberated for a long 
time, not because of the difficulty of the 
אֵלָה  but rather due to the difficulty of ,שְׁ
the answer. Wouldn’t it be נֶה שֵם כַּ  and מְׁ
involve an תָא יְׁ אוֹרַּ  Who could they ?אִסּוּר דְׁ
name “the black sheep”? Their resolution was 
ד — תֵיקוּ לַּ רִיאַת וְׁ הֵי קְׁ ח יְׁ  the original name should — תִינַּ
remain!      

In honor of the bar mitzvah of

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people פּוּרִים 
do not take things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It 
is with this in mind that there used to be a (מוֹרֶה מִפִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה for 
the young ית רַבָן  :on this festive day פִּזְמוֹן to sing a complex תִנוֹקוֹת שֶל בֵּ

“Baa baa black sheep, have you any wool?” 
“Yes, sir! Yes, sir! Three bags full! 

“One for the master and one for the dame, 
“And one for the little boy who lives down the lane!”  

 This פִּזְמוֹן needs אוּר  It is obvious that it has depth. The .בֵּ
י שוּשַן י וּמִנְהָגֵּ  asks a few perplexing questions, and with his answers טַעַמֵּ
he opens up a whole new insight into this פִּזְמוֹן: 
 (1) First of all, why did the ר  start with a double בַעַל הַמְחַבֵּ
Baa? (2) What is alluded to by the black sheep? (3) When asking the 
sheep about their wool, who is actually answering, “Yes, sir…”? (4) 
Why the repetition of the “Yes, sir…”? (5) What is the סוֹד of the 3 bags 
full — are they full of wool or something else? (6) And finally, who are 
the Master, the Dame, and the Little boy who lives down the lane? 
 In his introduction to this מַאֲמָר, the ְאָלטעֶר שִיך explains that 
this פִּזְמוֹן mainly refers to the מִצְוָה on פּוּרִים of מַתָנוֹת לָאֶבְיוֹנִים, but is a 
message for all the מִצְוֹת הַיּוֹם. He begins by asking about the source 
for the 5th ְלְחָן עָרוּך כֶל טוֹב which is all about ,שֻׁ  common sense. He ,שֵּ
explains that just as there are three בָבָא’s -  בָבָא מְצִיעָא ,בָבָא קַמָא and 
 on סוֹדוֹת contains the בָבָא This .בָבָא there is a 4th unwritten ,בָבָא בַתְרָא

how not to stand out like a black sheep. Hence the בָבָא בלאַק  - מְלִיצָה
 ’that one who ‘shears (גִיטִין ז.) גְמָרָא He then continues with a .שִיף
from his property (i.e. gives צְדָקָה) will be saved from the judgment of 
יהִנּוֹם  gives a גְמָרָא The .[of black sheep מְלִיצָה in the פְּשַט another] ,גֵּ
 of 2 sheep trying to pass through water, one being sheared, the מָשָל
other being full of wool. The sheared sheep will wade through the 
water easily, the other will be stuck. The גְמָרָא then adds that even a 
poor man must give צְדָקָה.  
 The three bags are of course a reference to the three  מִצְוֹת
 ,with a package that must be carefully fulfilled with a full heart הַיּוֹם
but with the balance of common sense: מַתָנוֹת לָאֶבְיוֹנִים ,מִשְלֺחַ מָנוֹת and 
 are applicable to both genders and even to מִצְוֹת These .סְעוּדַת פּוּרִים
the little poor person who lives down the lane. The ר  s’בַעַל הַמְחַבֵּ
insightful guide in the performance of these מִצְוֹת is that you ask 
yourself, “Am I fulfilling this מִצְוָה with a balance of common sense and 
a full package?” You need to answer “Yes, Sir,” to both parts to fulfill 
the מִצְוָה correctly. 
 May we be זוֹכֶה this פּוּרִים   that all the מִצְוֹת הַיּוֹם are fulfilled 
with the all-important balance of י אֱלֺקִים וְאָדָם ינֵּ כֶל טוֹב בְעֵּ ן וְשֵּ  ,וְנִמְצָא חֵּ
finding favor and common sense both in eyes of ד׳ and mankind. Even 
though we want to gain acceptance we must always ask the question, 
“Are my actions pleasing to ד׳ too?”   

Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades (with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט"א) 

רוּךְ  ן לְבָּ מָּ דַע בֵין אָרוּר הָּ א יָּ ב אִינִישׁ לְבַסּוּמֵי ... עַד דְלָּ חַיָּ
רְדְכַי ... )תרצ״ה, ב(  מָּ

…one must come to a state of לְבַסּוּמֵי… until he 
can no longer differentiate between the cursed Haman and 

blessed Mordechai... 
There are various interpretations of these all-time most cherished words 
sung on פּוּרִים. The ם הָּ גֵן אַבְרָּ רְדְכַי of גִימַטְרִיָּה explains that the מָּ רוּךְ מָּ  = 502 = בָּ
ן מָּ  together they total 1,004. One must reach a stage where one can’t ;אָרוּר הָּ
work out the numbers in his head. Recently an amazing ׁפֵּרוּש was found in a 
milk bottle floating in the Black Sea. The גִימַטְרִיָּה of חוֹר ס שָּׁ וֶּ שׂ  and 600 = כֶּ בֶּ כֶּ
ן בָּ  together they total 1,004. One must reach a stage where both ;404 = לָּ
sheep start to look the same! 

Remember: 
A כוס wine test 
… before a new 

 !ברכה
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ד ה וְעוֹ� ת מְגִלָּ הִלְכוֹ�

Man Does Not Live by Beard Alone

1. Why does the תּוֹרָה not use the word ׁהַקֹּדֶש regarding the פָרֹּכֶת when 

discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ   ?כְּ

2. Why would the word אֲשֶׁר, when, in אֲשֶׁר נָשִיא יֶחֱטָא, be related to רֵי  ,אַשְּׁ

fortunate?  

1. When ְּרָאֵל ְּלַל יִש ְּדוּשָׁה sins, the כ  is diminished in this world. However, if an ה׳ of ק

individual sins, even an individual as great as a כֹּהֵן גָדוֹל, the ְּדוּשָׁה  is not ה׳ of ק

affected (ָּרֹכֶת ְּנֵי הַפ  .(4:17 – ד״ה אֵת פ

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” sins is 

fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins (ִׂיא  .(4:22 – ד״ה אֲשֶר נָּש
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fortunate?  
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Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 

Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz Chaim Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 At night, the proper time for ה בִים is after קְרִיאַת מְגִלָּ ה During the day, the .(dawn) עֲלוֹת הַשַחַר until (stars are visible 3) צֵאת הַכּוֹכָּ ה may be read from מְגִלָּ נֵץ הַחַמָּ ה until (sunrise) הָּ  .(sunset) שְקִיעָּ

 Although there is an ן ה to eat a small עִנְיָּ ה is at the daytime חִיּוּב The main .מְשַכֵּר at night, one may not drink anything that is סְעוּדָּ  .סְעוּדָּ

He called to ה ר ה׳        … spoke to him ד׳ and מֺשֶׁ ה וַיְדַבֵּ ל מֺשֶׁ קְר  א אֶׁ וַיִּ

יו ל  א א:א(… אֵּ קְר  )וַיִּ  

 Why is the word קְר  א  R' Simcha ?א written with a small וַיִּ

Bunim of P'shischa explains that it emphasizes the humility of ה  .מֺשֶׁ

Even while he was being called to talk directly with ד׳, he still 

remained the most humble of men. He saw himself as ד׳’s messenger 

to deliver His teachings and was a leader to serve the needs of the 

people. Our great ה  leaders in every generation live by his תּוֹר 

example. 
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 It was late Friday night in לַיִּם ת .יְרוּש   candles still burned שַב 

on  the  table.  In  the  room,  two  men  sat  studying  together,  arms 

gesticulating wildly. Obviously, they enjoyed each other’s company. 

Who were these ים יקִּ ה who derived such pleasure from their צַדִּ  תּוֹר 

learning? They were R' Isser Zalman Meltzer זַצַ"ל and his favorite 

disciple, the יק ם צַדִּ לַיִּ   .זַצַ"ל R' Aryeh Levin ,יְרוּש 

 Every Friday night, after the ת ה meal, the two שַב   giants תּוֹר 

would meet in R' Isser Zalman’s home for a special study session. 

Once, after their learning, they began reminiscing about the old days, 

when R’ Aryeh was a יד ה in the תַּלְמִּ יב   of Slutsk, and R' Isser Zalman יְשִּ

was the ה יב   .ראֺש יְשִּ

 R' Isser Zalman asked his יד  Tell me, Aryeh, where did“ ,תַּלְמִּ

you  eat  when  you  were  learning  in  Slutsk?”   There  were  no 

dormitories or dining halls in יבוֹת  in those days. Yeshiva boys would יְשִּ

be scattered throughout the town, sleeping in one home and eating 

one hot meal daily at a different home.  

 Surprised  by  the  question,  R'  Aryeh  replied  after  a  few 

moments, “On ת  ”.I would eat at So-and-so’s house ,שַב 

 “And where did you eat during the week?” 

 R' Aryeh began to list the families who had hosted him. 

Then he fell silent. 

 “Nu…” R' Isser Zalman prodded him. “You have told me 

where you ate five days a week. But I still have not heard where you 

ate on the other days.” R' Aryeh was silent and did not reply. 

 R' Isser Zalman asked again, “Reb Aryeh, you must tell me 

where you ate the other two days of the week.” 

 R' Aryeh saw that he had no choice but to answer. He took 

a deep breath and said, “י בִּ  I did not eat with any family on the ,רֶׁ

other two days of the week. I just did not eat at all.” 

 R' Isser Zalman blanched. 

 “But י בִּ  do not feel bad,” he quickly added. “Those two ,רֶׁ

days, when no food passed my lips, were my best days of learning.”  

 Late that Friday night, after R' Aryeh had already gone to 

bed, there was a knock at the door. R' Aryeh opened the door and 

was shocked to see that Rebbetzin Baila Hinda Meltzer was standing 

at the door, shaking like a leaf. 

 “Please, forgive me!” begged the rebbetzin. “From the time 

my husband spoke to you he has had no peace. Please, do us a favor 

and come to our house.” 

 R' Aryeh quickly went to the Meltzer’s home. There, he 

found R' Isser Zalman pacing the floor in great agitation. 

 When R' Isser Zalman saw him, he cried out, “R' Aryeh! For 

three years you learned in Slutsk, and I, your ה יב   did not know ,ראֺש יְשִּ

you had no place to eat two days a week. I was responsible for you. 

Now what shall I say after 120 years, when I go before the Heavenly 

court? ד׳ will ask me, ‘Why didn’t you care for your student? How 

could you let him go hungry?’ Please! Forgive me!” begged R' Isser 

Zalman in a broken voice. 

 R' Aryeh stood frozen in his place, unable to utter a word. 

He had never seen his teacher in such a state.  

י“  בִּ  he whispered after a short while, “it is all my fault. I ”,רֶׁ

never told you that I had no place to eat. How could you have 

guessed it on your own?” 

 R'  Isser  Zalman  was  not  satisfied  with  R'  Aryeh’s  reply. 

Finally, R' Aryeh promised him clearly that he forgave him with all his 

heart. Only then did R' Isser Zalman sigh with relief. 

Adapted from: Reb Aryeh (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

יבוֹת On the first day of summer Yanky realized that his roommate Ari was going to be a problem. At first, Ari sounded very 'yeshivish.' It was not long, however, before he got onto the topic of* ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ט׳ סעיף ד׳ יבָה Ari loved to discuss his old .יְשִׁ ים and the יְשִׁ יִׁ  .לָשוֹן הָרָע Yanky kept trying to ask Ari to stop. He also tried to change the subject, but his other roommates preferred to listen to the .לָשוֹן הָרָע and then he would blast them all. His mouth was full of ,רֶבֵּ
What should Yanky do? *Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: It is imperative that Yanky find an immediate solution to this problem. He should 
discuss the problem with a camp staff member. If necessary, he must change rooms or 
have Ari moved. If he is stuck in the room, and his rebuke doesn't help, he must show that 
he disagrees. 



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
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This Week in History

Dear י  ,רֶבִּ
 Dovid learned in כּוֹלֵל for 
many years. He was a true בֶן תּוֹרָה 
and savored the זְכוּת of being able 
to dedicate his life to תּוֹרָה. He had 
the יָא שְמַּ עְתָּא דִּ יַּ  ,that his landlord סִּ
Abe, was also a special person   
who  appreciated  his  tenant’s 
financial situation and never raised 
the rent. 
 The family grew but the 
one bedroom did not grow in 
number or size. Dovid ingeniously 
rearranged his many bookshelves 
and  all  the  corner  areas  of  his 
dining room and living room to 
make what the beautiful family 
called   genie-rooms.   No   one 
remembers how they got the 
name; some say it was a takeoff of 
tiny rooms, others claim it was 
based on the ingenuity, and Dovid 
claimed it was just the wishful 
thinking of a genie. The young 
children felt very privileged to 
have their own corner and cozy 
genie-room.  
 With time Dovid began 
searching   earnestly   for   an 
apartment  with  at  least  three 
bedrooms. His dreams were 
dashed when he heard the new 
price he would need to pay for 
rent. Dovid knew he needed to 
change   plans   and   expended 

tremendous  energy,  time  and 
resources to buy a house. Coming 
up with the money at the closing 
was a nightmare he would not 
easily  forget.  Then  came  the 
moving… 
 To cut the story short, 
after the entire ordeal came the 
first  ‘garbage  day.’  Dovid  was 
taking  out  the  old  doors  and 
started thinking, “What did I do? 
For 10 years my landlord 
schlepped the garbage. All this 
effort to buy a house and I’m 
schlepping garbage?” His heart 
sank  for  a  moment.  Then  he 
rethought his situation. “No!  ְיך אִּ
עֲלוּת  I’m showing — װײַז בַּ
ownership! Only a landlord 
schleps the garbage!” With a wide 
smile, he noisily schlepped the tin 
cans to the street. 
 My י  imagine: the ,רֶבִּ
same action with a הֲפוֹךְ הוּא  וְנַּ
thought   can   generate   the 
difference between אֵב שֶיָצָא מִּ  to מִּ

שֶיָצָא אֲ  דוֹר-מִּ . The true  ַּכֺּּח of  ְהֲפוֹך וְנַּ
 is so great that it could be הוּא
done only with thought, therefore 
wine is only to help the thought 
process! The better the wine, the 
faster the process works on the 
thought! 

ידוּת יְדִּ יד Your  ,בִּ לְמִּ  תַּּ
A letter from a יד לְמִּ  תַּּ
based on interviews 

The פּוּרִים Rebbe was standing in the מִקְוָה with one foot in and 

one foot out, when he realized that he had a proof to a complex 

 that had been bothering him for some time: Is the word שְאֵלָה

 ,spelled with two ‘yuds’ or one? He jumped up and said דרײֵדל

 Yudika! (this is the source for the — יוּד אִיכָא! ס׳אִיז דאָ נאָךְ אַ יוּד!“

current-day exclamation “Eureka!”) —  there is [another] יוּד! — 

 ,258 = דרײֵדל of גִימַטְרִיָה I have the answer! The — אִיכאָבּ דִי תֵירוּץ!

which is equal to נֵס גָדוֹל הָיָה פֺּּה!”  
Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)  

Remember זָכוֹר…

An edited selection of כוֹר ת זָּ שַׁ רָּ  — יוֹצְרוֹת לְפָּ

Part II 

Remember the one who was the reverse of 

an honest man and a stranger to truth, who 

blinded his father, ק  with the smoke ,יִצְחָּ

from his burning incense for ה רָּ ה זָּ  he ;עֲבֺדָּ

planned, in his heart, to be cruel to his 

brother. 
Remember ן מָּ  who went down to flatter הָּ

the king who was himself a flatterer … He 

slandered the wholesome nation of  ל כְלַׁ

אֵל בֵית  and caused the work on the יִשְרָּ

ש מִקְדָּ  .to be halted הַׁ

Remember ן מָּ  who wanted the Five Books הָּ

of ה  be annulled; he drew lots for the best מֺשֶׁ

day of the year to destroy those that left 

Egypt ready to serve הקב״ה. At the end of 70 

verses of the ה  ,telling of his greatness מְגִילָּ

he was hung on a 50-cubit gallows. 

14 years of events recorded in the מְגִלָּה by month & year: וֵרוֹש  ascends the Persian throne ……… 3392 אַחַשְׁ
וֵרוֹש  s party lasting 180 days ……… 3395’אַחַשְׁ
תֵר וֵרוֹש taken to אֶסְׁ  3399 טֵבֵת s palace’אַחַשְׁ
 3404 נִיסָן casts lots הָמָן
1st decrees dispatched by 3404 נִיסָן הָמָן 
3-day fast ordered by תֵר  14-16 אֶסְׁ

 3404 נִיסָן
 3404 נִיסָן s execution by hanging 16’הָמָן
2nd decree reversing the 1st 23 3404 סִיוָן 
 3405 אֲדָר s tens sons executed 13’הָמָן
Jews successfully fight back 13 3405 אֲדָר Per תֵר  has a repeat hanging / further fighting; there are celebrations in all the other provinces שוּשַן ,s request’אֶסְׁ

 3405 אֲדָר 14

Extra celebrations in 3405 אֲדָר 15 שוּשַן The גִלָה מַן is established forever, including the פּוּרִים ;is recorded מְׁ  מָשִיחַַ after זְׁ
……… 3406 
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Rav Simcha Bunim Alter, the Lev Simcha, was 
especially sensitive towards children.

One Purim, a boy entered Rav Simcha’s house...

When Rav Simcha’s wife was sick he 
sent a child to buy a bottle of milk...

R’ Simcha Bunim looked at the label 
on the Mishloach Manos...

ז’ תמוז  1992 - 1898  5752 - 5658

R’ Simcha Bunim Alter, the לב שמחה, son of (אמרי אמת) ר׳ אַברהם מרדכי and חיה ראָדע יהוּדית, 
was born in Gora Kalwaria, Poland, and was the sixth Gerrer Rebbe. In 1934 he went to 
 ,but returned to Poland in 1938 to persuade his father to join him. In 1940 ארץ ישראל
using R’ Simcha’s family’s Palestinian citizenship, the אמרי אמת escaped with visas to 
and (לב שמחה) ר׳ שמחה בּוּנים ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל ,along with his sons ארץ ישראל
 ,s wife and children. In 1977, after his older brother’ר׳ ישראל ,(פני מנחם) ר׳ פינחס מנחם
 he became Rebbe. He instituted many innovative ideas to ,נפטר was ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל
assist the poor. In 1980 at the Knessia Gedola in Eretz Yisroel he instituted learning 
Yerushalmi Yomi. This portion of Torah which was nearly forgotten is now learned by 

thousands of people every day.

Oy! the bochur’el 
(boy) must have 
brought me the 

wrong one...

A zayer gutte 
kind!  [Such a good 
boy!] Thank you! A 

Freilichin Purim!

If I give you 
5 shekel could 

you be my Shaliach 
and bring this to 

him?

Of course!

A freilichin 
Purim! Thank 

you!

How 
should I 

return this to the 
bochur’el without 

making him feel 
bad?

I have a big favor 
to ask of you. Do you 
know the family of Rav 

Simcha Bunim Weiss? I want 
to send shalach manos 

to him, and this one is so 
beautiful, I’m going to 

give it to him.

Chananya, bring the 
child in. I want to see 

what he wants.

Here is the 
change from the 

50 shekel...

Thank 
you so much. 

You are such a 
tzaddik!

If I count 
the change 

now, it would 
show I doubt 
his honesty.

Yes.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com


