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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Menachem Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל was born in Brownsville, 
NY, to מֶׁ۬שה ְקָהת  ְזֵאב  ֵלָאה and ר׳   ַּבר Mandel. After his ְפרּוָמא 

 ַּתְלִמיד where he became a ,ְיִׁשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת he went to ,ִמְצָוה

 ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה At age 21, he taught at the .ַזַצ״ל Mendlowitz ר׳ ְׁשַרָגא פַײװל of ֻמְבָהק
of Flatbush. A year later, ר׳ ְׁשַרָגא פַײוול encouraged him to open a ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה 
in Williamsburg. In 1942, he received ְסִמיָכה from R' Shlomo Heiman ַזַצ״ל. 
In 1943, he married ְצִבָיה Delman (after her ְּפִטיָרה he remarried, to ֶעִטיל ַמְלָּכה 
Ungarischer). That year, he began his glorious, historic 60 years as ְמַנֵהל 
in ְיִׁשיָבה ד׳ּברּוְקִלין. His sterling character and beautiful ִמּדֹות left an indelible 
mark on thousands of ַּתְלִמיִדים and ַּתְלִמידֹות. His brilliant ַהְׁשָקפֹות in ִחּנּוְך are 
widely used by many מֹוְסדֹות ַהִחּנּוְך today. 

 

כ״ב אדר 
5676 - 5766
1916 - 2006

R' Menachem Manis Mandel ַזַצ״ל once 
wrote this anecdote about his brother: 
“… As children … if my mother ע״ה gave 
one of us two delicacies to share 
with the other, we would always offer 
the larger one to the other one — 
“No, you take this one” … and if it did 
not solve the problem, then the one 
holding the treats would hold them 
both behind him and would say “Right 
or left?” — and that would resolve it.”  

Gedolim Glimpses

ֶׁשה…ֶזה ַהָּדָבר ֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוה ה׳   אֶמר מ۬ … ַוּי۬

And מֶׁ۬שה said…This is the word ד׳ has commanded … (ְׁשמֹות לה:ד).

If you remember what happened on כ״א אדר א׳ תשס״ה and feel the 
same inspiration, there is no need to read further. If you don’t, then 
please finish reading until the end. 

It seems that the bulk of ָּפָרַׁשת ַוַּיְקֵהל is only a repetition of ְּתרּוָמה. ְּתרּוָמה 
speaks about the command to build the ִמְׁשָּכן and its ֵּכִלים, such as 
the ֻׁשְלָחן, ְמנֹוָרה, ִמְזֵּבַח, etc. The 122 ְּפסּוִקים of ַוַּיְקֵהל seem to repeat these 
details. Why was this repetition necessary? There is a basic rule in the 
 has great ּתֹוָרה that every letter found in the (ַרִׁש״י ְּבֵראִׁשית כד:מב see) ְּגָמָרא
meaning. Nothing is unnecessary or redundant. Some of the largest 
 which serve as the basis for dozens of chapters in ,ְּגָמָרא of the ַמֶּסְכּתֹות
the ֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך, hundreds of commentaries, and thousands of ְׁשֵאלֹות and 
 If so, what do we !ּתֹוָרה are based on a few words found in the ,ְּתׁשּובֹות
learn from much of the apparent repetition in ַוַּיְקֵהל?

One can say there is a timeless lesson here that justifies these extra 
 ,ְּתרּוָמה In .ַוַּיְקֵהל and ְּתרּוָמה There is a basic difference between .ְּפסּוִקים
the word ְוָעִׂשיָת, you shall make, introduces the commands to build the 
 and he made, describes the fact that ,ַוַּיַעׂש the word ,ַוַּיְקֵהל etc. In ,ִמְׁשָּכן
 This is .ִּבְגֵדי ְּכהּוָנה its utensils and the ,ִמְׁשָּכן did, in fact, make the מֶׁ۬שה
the ִחּדּוׁש here: the planning became a reality, the ְוָעִׂשיָת became a ַוַּיַעׂש.

Many construction projects start with bold and splendid plans. 
When finished, many years later, there are vast cost overruns and 
so many changes that the project bears little resemblance to the 
architects’ original plans; one wonders: what happened? Did the 
?ַוַּיַעׂש become ְוָעִׂשיָת

Every 7½ years there is a tremendous sense of excitement in 
the Jewish world. ַהַׁש״ס  Another grand celebration upon the !ִסיּום 
completion of the 2,711 folios in the ַּתְלמּוד ַּבְבִלי by Jews all over the 
world is coming! The huge gatherings attract thousands of new 
devotees to the rigorous regimen of learning a ַדף of the ְגָמָרא daily. 
Many new ִׁשעּוִרים are formed, and the attendance during the first 
9 weeks of the relatively easy and very interesting ְּבָרכֹות  is ַמֶּסֶכת 
impressive, indeed.

Yet, when the ַדף reaches the more difficult ַמֶּסֶכת ַׁשָּבת, attendance 
begins to decline. As R' Gedalia Schorr ְיִׁשיָבה ,ַזַצ״ל אׁש  ְמִתיְבָּתא of ר۬

ָוַדַעת ְמנּוָחה ,would put it ,ּתֹוָרה  ָּבָאת  ַׁשָּבת   came, rest came ַׁשָּבת – ָּבָאת 
 progresses into intricate, complex ַמֶּסֶכת As the long .(ַרִׁש״י ְּבֵראִׁשית ב:ב)
topics, attendance at the ִׁשעּוִרים continues to shrink. Why? What 
became of the resolve by so many to finish ַׁש״ס? The ְוָעִׂשיָת was 
notable, but what happened to the ַוַּיַעׂש? This is what the ּתֹוָרה repeats 
in ַוַּיְקֵהל. The great plans to build a ִמְׁשָּכן did come to fruition, exactly 
as הקב״ה had commanded מֶׁ۬שה.

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

R’ Menachem Manis Mandel, ַזַצ״ל, was world 
renowned as a ְמַחֵנְך par excellence and known to be 
uncompromising when it came to רּוְחִניּות matters. 

When faced with a challenge, he would often be heard 
remarking, “דֶער ׁשטרָאם ִמיט  גֵײן  ִפיׁש   Dead fish go with — טֹויטן 
the flow (current fad) — ַאנטקֶעגֶען ׁשִװימֶען  קֶען  ִפיׁש  לֶעּבֶעִדיקֶע   נָאר 

”!only live fish can swim against the current — דֶער ׁשטרָאם
 

Source: Heard from R’ Yaakov Mandel שליט״א

 Yahrtzeit of – 1958 / 5718 ֲאָדר 22
ַזַצ״ל ַׁשְמׁשֹון גרֹוזֹובסִקי  ֶּבן  ְראּוֵבן  ְיִׁשיָבה ,ר׳   and ַקֶמִניץ of ר۬אׁש 
 .He was born in the city of Minsk in 1886 .ּתֹוָרה ָוַדַעת
His father was a ַּדָּין and ִּדין ֵּבית   he ,ָּבחּור As a .ַאב 
learned in a shul in Minsk together with a group 
of young ָּבחּוִרים which included R' Aharon Kotler 
and R' Yaakov Kamenetsky. In 1907, ר׳ ְראּוֵבן went to 
Slabodka Yeshiva where he learned for three years. 
In 1910, the Alter sent a group including ְראּוֵבן  to ר׳ 
Mir to assist the new ְיִׁשיָבה ִפיְנֶקל ,ר۬אׁש  ְיהּוָדה  ֱאִליֶעֶזר   ר׳ 
 He remained in the Mir for two .(the Alter’s son) ַזַצ״ל
years and then returned to Slabodka. In 1919, in the 
aftermath of WWI, the Slabodka Yeshiva settled in 
Kremenchug, where ִליּבֹוִביץ ּבֶער  ָּברּוְך   and his own ר׳ 
 was also exiled. It was there that ,ְּכֶנֶסת ֵּבית ִיְצָחק ,ְיִׁשיָבה
 and decided to take him as a ר׳ ְראּוֵבן met ר׳ ָּברּוְך ּבֶער
son-in-law. 

It is told that ּבֶער ָּברּוְך   was so impressed with ר׳ 
ְראּוֵבן  s learning ability that he remarked in’ר׳ 
amazement, “He is a young אֹור ָׂשֵמַח.” Nevertheless, 
it is said that he was even more impressed with 
the fire of ָׁשַמִים ְראּוֵבן that burned within ִיְרַאת   .ר׳ 
ּבֶער ָּברּוְך  ְראּוֵבן appointed ר׳  ְיִׁשיָבה as a ר׳   .ר۬אׁש 
 and his ר׳ ְראּוֵבן .s closest advisor’ר׳ ָּברּוְך ּבֶער was ר׳ ְראּוֵבן
family miraculously escaped together with a small 
group of ַּתְלִמיִדים through the Far East. He eventually 
arrived in America, where he immediately began his 
tireless ַהָּצָלה efforts. He was tremendously active in 
 to מֹוֵסר ֶנֶפׁש work during the Holocaust and was ַהָּצָלה
try to save the remnant of Jewry located in Europe, 
Siberia and Shanghai. 

He was appointed ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה of ּתֹוָרה ָוַדַעת in Brooklyn 
and ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש ֶעְליֹון in Monsey and had a tremendous 
impact on the then-fledgling community of 
ּתֹוָרה  in America. Almost immediately after the ְּבֵני 
war, he was appointed to the מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה of ֲאֻגַּדת 
ְראּוֵבן .of America ִיְׂשָרֵאל  attended virtually every ר׳ 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל of ֲאִסיָפה  and was also very involved in ֲאֻגַּדת 
ּוְמסֹוָרה  ּתֹוָרה and its mission to bring authentic ּתֹוָרה 
 to Jewish children across the United States. He ִחּנּוְך
left behind a beautiful family of ַמְרִּביֵצי ּתֹוָרה. His ִׁשעּוִרים 
were recorded in ִחּדּוֵׁשי ר׳ ְראּוֵבן and are classics used 
in most ְיִׁשיבֹות today.

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

In preparation for יֹוְצרֹות :ָּפָרַׁשת ְׁשָקִלים for מּוָסף … 

ַאְבָרָהם ל :ָמֵגן   Every person is naturally … ֶאְׁשּכ۬
attached to ה׳. The more we bring ה׳ closer 
in our lives the more our lives are peaceful. 
We foolishly held back on giving charity that 
helps to protect us. We therefore became 
totally unprotected from harm. Allow us 
again to give the ַהֶׁשֶקל  in the final ַמֲחִצית 
ַהִמְקָּדׁש  of the ְזכּות and protect us in the ,ֵּבית 
reading of ָּפָרַׁשת ִּכי ִתָׂשא.

ִגּבֹור ֶפר :ַאָּתה   We should learn and be … ַהּכ۬
aware of how the giving of the ַהֶׁשֶקל  ַמֲחִצית 
atones. May ה׳ remember the protection 
 created for us by being humble and ַאְבָרָהם
saying, “I am like dust and ashes!” Similarly, 
the ַמֲחִצית ַהֶׁשֶקל protected us from plague and 
its shame. Allow us again to give the ַמֲחִצית 
 and resuscitate … ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש in the final ַהֶׁשֶקל
us with life-giving rain! 

Dear Talmid,

When New York State 

first began its school 

food program, Yeshiva of Brooklyn 

registered and invested in an 

expensive kitchen solely in order to 

help the parents. Until then, children 

would bring lunch from home. 

The ְיִׁשיָבה submitted a request for 

reimbursement, but it was denied. 

Based on the bills, the school was 

not providing the required amount 

of milk per meal. The ְמַנֵהל, R' Manis 

Mandel ַזַצ״ל, replied that the school 

provided the milk, but many children 

were not drinking it.

An official was sent down to the 

school. He saw that each table was 

set with the required amount of 

milk. When the meal was over, the 

kitchen staff combined the partially 

full containers so that the milk could 

be stored to be used at the next 

meal. 

“Ah! Here’s the problem,” the 

official said. “The milk has to get 

used up. If the children don’t drink it, 

then spill it out.”

R' Manis was taken aback. “Are 

you serious? Spill out the milk? 

Sir, this is a school, and a school is 

supposed to teach values. To spill 

out perfectly good milk is sinful, and 

we are not going to do it — even if 

it means being removed from the 

lunch program!”

Amazed at what he heard, the 

official offered to work out a solution. 

R' Manis suggested that the milk 

be mixed with chocolate milk, 

which the students would enjoy 

more. The official accepted this 

solution. Upon his return to Albany, 

he told his superiors everything 

that had taken place. They were so 

impressed, they agreed to honor 

the original requisition, even though 

the required amount of milk had not 

been used.

My ַּתְלִמיד, imagine how much 

ָׁשַמִים  would have been lost ָּכבֹוד 

forever if R' Manis had agreed to the 

official’s advice! Then that would 

be the known reason why the ְיִׁשיָבה 

received funding. If one stands by 

the principles of ֱאֶמת, then even 

without a chocolate milk solution, 

everything will work out for the best!

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

  
Story adapted from Living the Parashah 

(ArtScroll)  



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף י״ג

The ‘Yeshiva boys’ club’ had a meeting to discuss the options of their 
annual trip during the ֲחֻנָּכה vacation. Eli mentioned to the group of five 
that he had found an unusual business opportunity that should be 
able to help him fund his trip. He explained that Mr. Rose, owner of an 
electronics warehouse, was trying to clear out its contents. Eli showed 
them the newspaper article that mentions he had cut a deal with Mr. 
Rose giving Eli exclusive rights to sell off the merchandise.   
Can any of the group discuss Eli’s business opportunity with others?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. What message do we learn from the fact that the ּתֹוָרה 
places ָאֳהִליָאב, from the less distinguished ָדן  on the ,ֵׁשֶבט 
same level as ְּבַצְלֵאל, from the more distinguished ֵׁשֶבט ְיהּוָדה, 
regarding building the ִּמְׁשָּכן?

2. Why were the ַהִּמְׁשָּכןא  recorded as having been built by ְּכֵלי 
?ְּבַצְלֵאל

1. As the ּפסּוק says in ְול۬א ִנּכר ׁשֹוַע ִלְפֵני ָדל ,ִאיֹוב – The nobleman is not recognized 
ahead of the pauper. (35:34– ד״ה ְוָאֳהִליָאב). 

2. Since ּבַצְלֵאלא devoted himself more than the other volunteers to build the 
   .(ד״ה ַוּיַעׂש ּבַצְלֵאל – 37:1) it was recorded as being built by him ,ּמׁשּכן

An Unforgettable FlightLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched By a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 • The ַמָזל of ֲאָדר is ָּדִגים, fish. ֲאָדר is one of three months for which the ַמָזלֹות are written in the plural form; the others are the 
אְזַנִים twins, and ,ְּתאּוִמים of ַמָזלֹות  .scales ,מ۬

 • ֶדׁש ֲאָדר explains that since ֵסֶפר ַהּתֹוָדָעה Theא  is doubled as well, even though it ַמָזל could be doubled (as it is this year), its ח۬
could also be written in the singular. 

Halacha 
Corner

ִגים  ָמא: ַמָזל ּדָ ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…
ֶדשׁש ֲאָדר - חו…

Answer:  Normally, if one is told about a business deal, then it is forbidden to repeat it to others; 
however, since Eli told it to the group ּבַאּפי ְּתָלָתא and did not request that it be kept secret, he 
showed that he does not mind if it is repeated to others. One still needs to keep the ְּתָנִאים of 
    .ּבַאּפי ְּתָלָתא

…ְוָהָיה ַהִּמְזֵּבַח קֶ۬דׁש ָקָדִׁשים … (ְׁשמֹות מ:יא)

The altar shall be Holy of Holies.

The outer ִּמְזֵּבַח is described as holy of holies, while the inner ִּמְזֵּבַח 
(40:10), which is the holier of the two, and was in the inner chambers, is 
described merely as קֶ۬דׁש, holy. Why?

R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל notes that this teaches us 2 important 
lessons: a) A ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם who ‘lives’ in the ֵּבית ַהִמְדָרׁש must be careful to be 
even more holy when he is outside among ordinary people. He must 
be influenced so strongly by his ּתֹוָרה that his behavior will naturally 
impress other people. b) One who is considered קֶ۬דׁש, holy, in the 
company of ֵני ּתֹוָרה  is considered to be holy of holies by outsiders, in בְּ
the sense that his behavior is scrutinized carefully.

*

The late hour worried R' Chaim Kahan, a bearded Orthodox Jew, 
but he had no choice. If he wanted to get home for ַׁשָּבת he would be 
forced to take the flight that arrived in Denver from San Francisco a 
mere two hours before ַׁשָּבת. His friend, R' Yehudah Lefkovitz, would 
pick him up at the airport; they hoped there would be no delays.

The flight departed on time and R' Chaim’s worry about being 
delayed for ַׁשָּבת dissipated. The weather was pleasant and the pilot 
announced that they would be arriving a few moments ahead of 
schedule.

But suddenly everything changed. With about a half-hour left to 
the flight the captain announced: “Attention, ladies and gentleman. 
This is your captain speaking … I regret to inform you that the hydraulic 
system has failed … Remove all sharp objects from your pockets and 
lean forward. Place your head between your legs and brace for a 
crash landing. Oh, and one more thing — please pray.”

At first no one moved or spoke. Then suddenly everyone began 
to cry softly. R' Chaim followed the instructions and began reflecting 
on his own life … What sort of a father/husband had he been? Had he 

really done all he could? He was young, but he had learned what one 
is supposed to do during one’s last moments on this world. And so, 
softly, tearfully, quietly, he began reciting ִוודּוי. Afterwards, he tried to 
remain calm and began saying those chapters of ְּתִהִלים he knew by 
heart. The words came forth from his heart as he prepared to meet 
his Creator.

An hour after the first announcement had been issued, the plane 
began its final descent. But it did not descend the way a plane 
normally does. Instead it descended the way a helicopter does. And 
it touched the ground gently with just a slight bump.

The passengers sat up straight again and looked out the windows 
to convince themselves that they were indeed alive. Afterwards, 
when they saw the many emergency vehicles rushing toward the 
plane, they realized that indeed a miracle had just taken place. In a 
brilliant move, the pilot had exhausted the fuel supply and the plane 
had been able to float to the ground safely. Cries of relief filled the 
cabin and cheers erupted from the thankful passengers.

Realizing that ַׁשָּבת was in less than an hour, R' Chaim unfastened his 
seatbelt, opened the overhead compartment, removed his attaché 
case and rushed toward the exit door. Just as he reached the door, he 
was stopped by the flight attendants. “Rabbi, do you have a minute?”

R' Chaim looked up at them, wondering what they could possibly 
want from him after the harrowing flight they had been through. “We 
want you to know something. During the entire last hour of the flight 
when we thought we were going to die, the passengers looked to us 
for strength. And, Rabbi, we all looked to you!” 

R' Chaim recounted this story a few months later when he spoke at 
a dinner. He felt that the entire ordeal had happened because הקב״ה 
wants us to realize that the world is watching us and looking at how 
we behave. We must not let them down.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



Rav Avrohom Yaakov Hakohen Pam served 
as a Rebbi, and then the Rosh Yeshiva,
in Mesivta Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn.

 He was renowned for the great sensitivity 
he brought to his interactions with others, 
and served as an outstanding role model 

for people of all ages.

One day, R’ Pam went to hang up his coat 
in the closet for hanhalah members. When 
he opened the closet door, a mug came 

tumbling out.

Rav Pam promptly went to a 
local store and purchased 

another mug.

R’ Pam put the new mug in the closet with a note;

Even though the closet in yeshivah was for the use of hanhalah 
members, R’ Pam still felt responsible when he inadvertently broke 

the mug that a bachur had put there. He insisted on personally 
cleaning up the broken mug and purchasing another one.

He immediately asked a bachur where to find 
a broom in order to clean up the mess.

R’ Avraham Yaakov HaKohen Pam זצ״ל, studied in Kovna as a young boy. His family later 
EMIGRATED to America, where his father, R’ Meir זצ״ל, was appointed to the faculty of 
where he became very close with the ,ּתֹורה ודעת At 13, he studied in .ישיבה ר׳ חיים ברלין
 After his .זצ״ל and R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ,זצ״ל R’ Dovid Lebowitz ,ראׁש ישיבה
marriage, He taught in תורה ודעת for 60 years and gave a unique ערב שבת פרשה shmuess 
interweaving למדוּת and הדרכת החיים. He served as president of חנוּך עצמאי. He was a 
longtime member of the מועצת גדולי התורה of אגודת ישראל of America and תורה ומסורה. At 
one Agudah Convention, he founded Shuvu, an organization that provides a Torah-

true chinuch to thousands of Russian and Israeli children in ארץ ישראל.
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Oh, no -- it 
shattered!

Rebbi, please let me 
help. You should not 
have to clean this up 

yourself!

Thank you, but 
I caused the mug to 

break, and I am happy to 
clean it up.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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