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Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades (with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe טילש״א)

לֵי י:ז( עִים יִרְקָב )מִשְׁ ם רְשָׁ …וְשֵׁ
שְׁמוֹ יִמַּח  הָרָשָׁע   son ,סֶרַח son of ,הַמְּדָתָא was born to הָמָן 

of בּוּזָה,  son of אַפְּלוֹטָס,  the son of דְּיוֹסֵף, son of ֹדְּיו

 son of ,בְּלָעְקָן son of ,מַעְדִּי son of ,פָּרוֹס son of ,סִים

 son ,נְגַר son of ,שְׁגַר son of ,הֵרִידוֹס son of ,אַנְתִּימָרוֹס

of פַּרְמַשְׁתָּא, son of וַיְזָתָא who was the son of the wicked King אֲגָג. He was 

a barber who rose to become second to the king and was recognized 

as one of the richest gentiles. הָמָן could not enjoy his power and wealth. 

He had many similarities to the first ׁנָחָש, who was the highest animal, 

yet he was unhappy with his lot. The only sweet memory we have of 

 of the זְכוּת is a hamantash, a 3-cornered cookie. It represents the הָמָן

!who weakened his power and completely sealed his fate forever ,אָבוֹת 3

 

 ט״ז ניסן
???? - 3404

???? - 356 BCE

There are those מְפָרְשִׁים 
that compare the הָרָע  to a יֵצֶר 
mouse. Since there are שׁ רְגָלִים שָׁל۬

תּוֹרָה  we can explain this ,לְפּוּרִים 
with a private discussion heard 
between mice caught on video. 
For a moment of pleasure, they were heard using a 
popular maxim. As is typical of the הָרָע  the mice ,יֵצֶר 
didn’t think past their noses. By giving in to a moment 
of pleasure, the mouse had lost his הַזֶּה עוֹלָם   and חַיֵּי 
!עוֹלָם הַבָּא

MidrasheiMegillah

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not take פּוּרִים
things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It is with this in 
mind that there used to be a (מוֹרֶה מִפִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה for the young תִּנוֹקוֹת שֶׁל 
:on this festive day פִּזְמוֹן to sing a complex בֵּית רַבָּן

Hickory Dickory Doc

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck one 

The mouse ran down

Hickory Dickory Doc

This פִּזְמוֹן needs some more בֵּאוּר. The שׁוּשַׁן וּמִנְהָגֵי   asks several טַעַמֵי 
perplexing questions: 

1) First of all, who are Hickory and Dickory and Doc? 2) What was 
the הַמְחַבֵּר  to when discussing a clock? 3) What is מְרַמֵּז trying to be בַּעַל 
the “one” we are talking about — is this ‘one’ the mouse or the time of 
the day? If it is the mouse, then let it be clearer ... and the next line, 'the 
mouse ran down,' זִיכעֶר refers to the mouse. Why the change of 4 ?לָשׂוֹן) 
And finally, why the repetition of Hickory and Dickory and Doc?

In his introduction to this מַאֲמָר, the ְאָלטעֶר שִׁיך explains that the יֵצֶר הָרָע is 
compared to a mouse. The ַח  of the mouse to scare people is only in the כּ۬
mind; after all, how can a small creature less than 2-3 inches in size, that 
cannot even bite or sting, scare a human 100 times its size? He bases his 
thought on the גְּמָרָא that says, לא۬ הָעַכְבָּר הַגַּנָּב אֶלָּא הַחוֹר — the mouse is not 
the thief, but the hole [is the thief]. This means that the יֵצֶר הָרָע is not the 

problem in and of itself, but rather the real problem is the letting in of 
the יֵצֶר הָרָע. Thinking and scaring you is the power of the יֵצֶר הָרָע. If we 
would not allow there to be a hole for the יֵצֶר הָרָע to get in, he would 
have no power. 

The ְשִׁיך  ,Three Blind Mice ,פִּזְמוֹן from another רֶמֶז brings a אָלטעֶר 
where it was obvious that although they were blind and couldn't take 
anything, the farmer’s wife, who noticed them wearing the glasses of 
the blind, still let her heart feel fear and acted as if the blind mice were 
a real danger.

The הַנָּחָה, premise, is that there is only one mouse in the פִּזְמוֹן. The 
 explains that there were many mice in the clock. When the אָלטעֶר שִׁיךְ
clock struck, it hit one, but there was another that ran down to take its 
place. Such is the ַח  you think you have conquered one – יֵצֶר הָרָע of the כּ۬
test and it is gone...comes another and creates another problem. With 
this we understand the final repetition of Hickory Dickory Doc – we are 
constantly battling the יֵצֶר הָרָע. Even if we win one battle, it continues 
again.

As for the original קוּשְׁיָה, who are Hickory, Dickory and Doc? This 
is the רֶמֶז to the three blind mice. The ickory (עִקָר – which means the 
essence) is ׁמְלוּבָש with an H (heart – לֵב) or D (דַּעַת – mind) and only by 
going to the Doc can you get to see the true פְּשַׁט of the world around 
you. It is also interesting to note: the גִּימַטְרִיָּה of 316 = דִקָרִי, which is the 
same as the גִּימַטְרִיָּה of מָרְדְּכַי הַיְהוּדִי. 

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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ScholarlyShmoozings

Understanding Davening

The father of the פּוּרִים Rebbe, ר׳ בָּאַא זָקֵן כְּסִיל זַצַ״ל, wanted to 

impress upon his תַּלְמִידִים the beauty of the תּוֹרָה. “I was told 

that the גִּימַטְרִיָּה of קִים  ק is 86, but that cannot be — the אֱל۬

alone is 100. The גִּימַטְרִיָּה of קִים  ח״י is really 181 which is 10 times אֱל۬

(10 X 18 = 180) + 1. Each ח״י is כְּנֶגֶד one of the ten sons of הָמָן. As each 

one of הָמָן’s sons was killed, the name of ד׳ grew bigger! When 

 will once again be ד׳ is completely destroyed, the name of עֲמָלֵק

whole! Oh! The beauty of the תּוֹרָה!”
 

Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)

14 years of events 
recorded in the מְגִלָּה
by month & year:

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

Remember זָכוֹר…

An edited selection of יוֹצְרוֹת לְפָּרָשַׁת זָכוֹר — Part II

Remember the one who was the reverse of 
an honest man and a stranger to truth, who 
blinded his father, יִצְחָק, with the smoke from 
his burning incense for עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, he planned, 
in his heart, to be cruel to his brother.

Remember הָמָן who went down to flatter 
the king who was himself a flatterer … He 
slandered the wholesome nation of כְּלַל יִשְׂרָאֵל 
and caused the work on the ׁבֵּית הַמִקְדָּש to be 
halted.

Remember הָמָן who wanted the Five Books of 
 to be annulled, he drew lots for the best משֶׁ۟ה
day of the year to destroy those that left Egypt 
ready to serve הקב״ה, At the end of 70 verses 
of the מְגִילָה telling of his greatness, he was 
hung on a 50-cubit gallows.

Dear פּוּרִים  זֵכֶר ,Rebbe שׁוּשַׁן 

לְיְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם

I was intrigued by the 

question you quoted last year, in the 

name of R' Shmuel Rosovsky ,זַצַ״ל 

אשׁ יְשִׁיבָה  בָּחוּר A .בְּנֵי בְּרַק ,of Ponevezh ר۬

had challenged the אשׁ יְשִׁיבָה  during ר۬

a שִׁעוּר from a רַשְׁבָּ״א. R' Shmuel 

thought for a moment and then 

asked the תַּלְמִיד, “If ַח  was blind, how נ۬

then could he have built the תֵּבָה?” 

R' Shmuel rhetorically answered 

the בָּחוּר, “My תַּלְמִיד, if you make an 

assumption of the fact [that ַח  was נ۬

blind, or that that is what the רַשְׁבָּ״א 

said], then you can ask such a 

question!” 

However, I was still bothered. I 

was surprised that ַח  was blind. So I נ۬

followed the example of R' Michoel 

Ber Weissmandl זַצַ״ל, and traveled 

to the British Library. I found an old 

print of the ׁמִדְרָש (that was taken out 

by the censors) that answers this 

question.

This ׁמִדְרָש quotes the וַיַרְא חָם" פָּסוּק" 

and asks, why is it that חָם was the 

one who saw, but, in fact, it was כְּנַעַן 

that was cursed, as the פָּסוּק says 

clearly "כְּנַעַן  then מִדְרָשׁ The ?"אָרוּר 

offers an amazing explanation that 

is a lesson for all generations.

The תּוֹרָה writes about רְאוּבֵן and 

הַמֶלֶךְ  .that they were sinners דָוִד 

In reality, each of them had only 

committed a minor sin, but because 

of their greatness, the תּוֹרָה referred 

to their actions as sinful. The ׁמִדְרָש 

continues: we know that חָם had 

the ‘spirit’ of a great man. He really 

never did anything wrong; however, 

because he failed to discipline his 

son כְּנַעַן, the תּוֹרָה wrote that חָם had 

committed a sin.

My רֶבִּי, you taught us that there 

is a rule: מְרוּבָּה טוֹבָה   מִדְרָשׁ The .מִדָּה 

explains that we should realize that 

a son’s negative act is attributed 

to his father. How much more so, a 

son’s positive act, which is as a direct 

result of his father’s command, 

should be considered his father’s 

act. So, in fact, I understand that ַח  נ۬
NEVER actually built the תֵּיבָה since 

he was blind — however it was really 

built by his CHILDREN.		

!אַ פריילכן פּוּרִים

 ,בְּשִׂמְחָה רַבָּה
Your special תַּלְמִיד

(Based on the הַגָהוֹת of R’ Akiva Eiger, 28 פֵּאָה:)  

 ascends the Persian throne........3392 אַחַשְׁוֵרוֹש

s party lasting 180 days .................3395’אַחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ

3399 ,טֵבֵת.........s palace’אַחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ taken to אֶסְתֵּר

3404 ,נִיסָן.......................................................casts lots הָמָן

1st decrees dispatched by הָמָן............. 3404 ,נִיסָן

3-day fast ordered by 3404 ,נִיסָן 14-16......אֶסְתֵּר

3404 ,נִיסָן s execution by hanging .............16’הָמָן

2nd decree reversing the 1st...........23 3404 ,סִיוָן

3405 ,אֲדָר s tens sons executed................... 13’הָמָן

Jews successfully fight back......... 13 3405 ,אֲדָר

Per אֶסְתֵּר’s request,  שׁוּשַׁן has a repeat   

.     hanging / fighting  celebrations 

everywhere.....................................................14 3405 ,אֲדָר

Extra celebrations in 3405 ,אֲדָר 15....................שׁוּשַׁן

The מְגִלָּה is recorded; פּוּרִים is established 

forever, including the זְמַן after ַמָשִׁיח.......... 3406



ת סָפ�וֹ �וֹ Questions    weekendChofetz ChaimMoment �תּ
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ?׳ סעיף !׳

וֵרוֹשׁ two royal servants of King ,תֶרֶשׁ and בִּגְתָן*  stood near the palace ,אֲחַשְׁ
gates, conspiring to assassinate the king. מָרְדְּכַי, a סַנְהֶדְרִין member, was 
standing nearby. Unaware that מָרְדְּכַי was fluent in all of the 70 languages, 
 spoke freely in their native tongue. As a loyal servant of the תֶרֶשׁ and בִּגְתָן
king, מָרְדְּכַי reported the information he overheard to אֶסְתֵּר who, in turn, 
reported the matter to the king in מָרְדְּכַי’s name. Upon verification of the 
report, בִּגְתָן and ׁתֶרֶש were hung.      

Why was מָרְדְכַי required to tell אֶסְתֵּר about the plot of בִּגְתָן and ׁתֶרֶש?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	  .ruled over 127 provinces אֶסְתֵּר lived for 127 years and שָׂרָה

2.	 The גר״א points out that the פָּסוּק uses the word הגלה three times, alluding to 
the three times that מָרְדְכַי was exiled from אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל and he returned. This 
showed his tremendous חַבִיבוּת for (2:6) מְגִילַת אֶסְתֵּר .אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל

Around the World in 80 Seconds or LessLiving   Megillahwith 
the

Adapted from: Memory Aids for the Intoxicated (with kind permission from Purim Gabbai)

 

of 
the

1.	 At night, the proper time for קְרִיאַת מְגִלָּה is after צֵאת הַכּוֹכָבִים (when three stars are visible) until עֲלוֹת הַשַּׁחַר (dawn). During the day, 
the מְגִלָּה may be read from נֵץ (sunrise) until שְׁקִיעָה (sunset).

2.	 Although there is an עִנְיָן to eat a small סְעוּדָה at night, there is no עִנְיָן to drink anything that is מְשַׁכֵּר. The main חִיּוּב is at the day סְעוּדָה.
Halacha 
Corner

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיוֹ� הִלְכוֹ�
ד  ה וְעוֹ� ת מְגִלָּ הִלְכוֹ�

Answer: We have a rule: אֵין מְעָרְבִין שׂמְחָה בּשׂמְחָה. This is because the added שׂמְחָה of the second 
 to kill תֶרֶשׁ and בּגְתָן would have allowed מָרְדּכַי If .שׂמְחָה would take away from the first שׂמְחָה
.being killed would have been compromised הָמָן of שׂמְחָה the ,אֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ
 

לֵךְ מֵהדּ۬וּ וְעַד כּוּשׁ שֶׁבַע וְעֶשְׂרִים וּמֵאָה מְדִינָה  וֵרוֹשׁׁהַמּ۬ …  הוּא אֲחַשְׁ

… the ׁוֵרוֹש  who reigned from Hodu to Kush over one hundred אֲחַשְׁ
and twenty seven provinces… (מְגִלַּת אֶסְתֵּר א:א). 

The (נח:ג) רַבָּה עֲקִיבָא explains that מִדְרָשׁ   was once giving a ר׳ 
complicated שִׁעוּר and some of the תַּלְמִידִים were falling asleep. 
In an attempt to awaken the תַּלְמִידִים and get their attention, he 
changed the topic of the שִׁעוּר and asked them, “Why was it seen 
fit that אֶסְתֵּר should rule over 127 provinces? Because thus said ד׳: 
Let the daughter of שָׂרָה who lived 127 years come and reign over 
127 provinces.”

Why would these words alert the sleepy students more than the 
topic of the day? ר׳ עֲקִיבָא wanted to impress upon his תַּלְמִידִים the 
importance of time and the importance of using it. It was because 
 s 127 years were perfect and completely sin-free that her’שָׂרָה
granddaughter, אֶסְתֵּר, was able to rule over 127 provinces. Each 
second meant another person; each minute, a family; each hour, a 
farm; each day, a village; each year, a province. Had שָׂרָה idled away 
her time, אֶסְתֵּר’s kingdom would have been diminished.

Time is too precious to waste. שָׂרָה’s time well spent was 
rewarded during אֶסְתֵּר’s reign. Each of us, too, is presented with the 
fleeting gift of time — and the mission of utilizing it fully and well. 
Who can say what the rewards will be for each minute well spent, 
or the penalty for each minute wasted? 

As a memory aid to help you quickly remember the story of the 
יָדַע after you have reached מְגִלָּה  we found an abridged ,… עַד דלא 
version and the עִקָּר הֲלָכָה of פּוּרִים with an allusion to some of the 127 
provinces.

*
King ׁוֵרוֹש  .וַשְׁתִּי was Finnish with his disobedient wife, Queen אֲחַשְׁ

"You Congo now!" he ordered her. 

After she had Ghana way, the king's messengers went Roman 
the land to find a new queen. And India end, the beautiful אֶסְתֵּר 

won the crown. 

Meanwhile, מָרְדְּכַי sat outside the palace, where the Chile הָמָן 
would Czech up on him daily. 

"I Haiti you because you refuse to bow to me!" הָמָן scolded מָרְדְּכַי. 
"USA very stubborn man. You Jews are such Bahamas! If you keep 
this up, Denmark my words! I will have all your people killed!” 

“Just Kuwait and see, you Turkey!" replied מָרְדְּכַי. 

 went into mourning and tore his clothes — a custom מָרְדְּכַי
known as Korea. He urged אֶסְתֵּר to plead with the king. The Jews 
fasted for three days and grew very Hungary. 

 approached the king and asked, "Kenya Belize come to a אֶסְתֵּר
banquet I've prepared for you and הָמָן?"

At the feast, she invited her guests to a second banquet to eat 
Samoa. The king asked, "אֶסְתֵּר, why Jamaica big meal like this? 
Just tell me what you want. Unto half my United Kingdom will I 
give you." 

 is Russian to הָמָן replied, "Spain full for me to say this, but אֶסְתֵּר
kill my people."

 s loud Wales could be heard as he carried Honduran this'הָמָן
scene. "Oman!" הָמָן cried bitterly.

 "Iraq my brains in an effort to destroy the Jews. But that sneaky 
"!Egypt me - מָרְדְּכַי

 and his ten sons were hanged and went immediately to the הָמָן
Netherlands. And to Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed to 
Polish off the rest of their foes as well.

 "You lost your enemies and Uganda friend," the king smiled.

And that is why the פּוּרִים story Israeli a miracle. G-d decided to 
China light on His chosen people. 

So now, let's celebrate! Forget all your Syria's business and just 
be happy! Serb up some wine and Taiwan on! Happy פּוּרִים!

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

1.	How many times was מָרְדּכַי exiled from אֶרֶץ יִשׂרָאֵל? 

2.	What is the connection between שׂרָה and the powerful 
kingdom of ׁׁאֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹש?

3.	How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week 
issue?



R’ Sholom Mordechai Schwadron זצ״ל, born in ירוּשלים to ר׳ יצחק and פרײדאָ לאָה, was 
named after his grandfather, the מהרש״ם, a leading פּוֹסק in Galicia. He lost his father 
at age 7 and, for a bit of time, he lived in an orphanage. After his בר מצוה, he studied 
in the Lomzer Yeshiva in פתח תקוה under R’ Elya Dushnitzer, and later in חברוֹן ישיבה in 
 a sister of R’ Shlomo Zalman ,לאָה under R’ Yehuda Leib Chasman. He married ירוּשלים
Auerbach. He learned in כּוֹלל אהל תּוֹרה and later became משגיח in ישיבת תפארת צביand 
then ראשׁ ישיבה in ישיבת אהלי שם. Affectionately known as the ירוּשלמי מגיד, he published 
approximately 25 of his grandfather’s works, as well as ּלב אליהו (R’ Lopian) and the 

writings of R’ Chasman, אוֹר יה״ל.
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A Freilichin 
Purim...

Oy, Vey! Are 
you all right?

Ah! Snow on
Purim... Hashem promises that 

He will make our sins white as 
snow -- Purim is like yom kippur and 

Hashem is showing us that He 
forgives us!

Wonderful! Gevaldig! The Gemara says, 
‘Any house where wine is not poured like water 

is missing Brachah.’ Baruch HASHEM! The doorway 
of my home has become an opening with a siman 

brachah -- and on Purim! I am indebted to your son 
for such a timeless gift!      

Oh, here is where 
Rav Shalom Shwadron 
lives! Please take this 

Mishloach Manos up to the 
Rav’s apartment as my 

Shaliach.

It was a snowy Purim in Yerushalayim...

The little boy stood there feeling 
extremely embarrassed.

But to his surprise Rav Shalom 
greeted them with a big smile.

R’ Shalom took the special simchah 
of Purim to new ‘spirit’ual heights!

Oh, no! I have made 
a mess right in the home 

of the famous Rav Shalom 
Schwadron! Oy! Tatte must be so 

ashamed, and I’m afraid he is sorry 
he let me carry the Mishloach 

Manos!

Yes, Tatte.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.


