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Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades (with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe אאאא״א)

ֵלי י:ז( ִעים ִיְרָקב )ִמׁשְ ם ְרׁשָ …ְוׁשֵ
ְׁשמֹו ִיַּמח  ָהָרָׁשע   son ,ֶסַרח son of ,ַהְּמָדָתא was born to ָהָמן 

of ּבּוָזה,  son of ַאְּפלֹוָטס,  the son of ְּדיֹוֵסף, son of ְּדיֹו

 son of ,ְּבָלְעָקן son of ,ַמְעִּדי son of ,ָּפרֹוס son of ,ִסים

 son ,ְנַגר son of ,ְׁשַגר son of ,ֵהִרידֹוס son of ,ַאְנִּתיָמרֹוס

of ַּפְרַמְׁשָּתא, son of ַוְיָזָתא who was the son of the wicked King ֲאָגג. He was 

a barber who rose to become second to the king and was recognized 

as one of the richest gentiles. ָהָמן could not enjoy his power and wealth. 

He had many similarities to the first ָנָחׁש, who was the highest animal, 

yet he was unhappy with his lot. The only sweet memory we have of 

 of the ְזכּות is a hamantash, a 3-cornered cookie. It represents the ָהָמן

!who weakened his power and completely sealed his fate forever ,ָאבֹות 3

 

 ט״ז ניסן
???? - 3404

???? - 356 BCE

There are those ְמָפְרִׁשים 
that compare the ָהָרע  to a ֵיֶצר 
mouse. Since there are ׁש ְרָגִלים ָׁשל۬

ּתֹוָרה  we can explain this ,ְלּפּוִרים 
with a private discussion heard 
between mice caught on video. 
For a moment of pleasure, they were heard using a 
popular maxim. As is typical of the ָהָרע  the mice ,ֵיֶצר 
didn’t think past their noses. By giving in to a moment 
of pleasure, the mouse had lost his ַהֶּזה עֹוָלם   and ַחֵּיי 
!עֹוָלם ַהָּבא

MidrasheiMegillah

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not take ּפּוִרים
things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It is with this in 
mind that there used to be a (מֹוֶרה ִמִּפי מֹוֶרה) ְמסֹוָרה for the young ִּתנֹוקֹות ֶׁשל 
:on this festive day ִּפְזמֹון to sing a complex ֵּבית ַרָּבן

Hickory Dickory Doc

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck one 

The mouse ran down

Hickory Dickory Doc

This ִּפְזמֹון needs some more ֵּבאּור. The ׁשּוַׁשן ּוִמְנָהֵגי   asks several ַטַעֵמי 
perplexing questions: 

1) First of all, who are Hickory and Dickory and Doc? 2) What was 
the ַהְמַחֵּבר  to when discussing a clock? 3) What is ְמַרֵּמז trying to be ַּבַעל 
the “one” we are talking about — is this ‘one’ the mouse or the time of 
the day? If it is the mouse, then let it be clearer ... and the next line, 'the 
mouse ran down,' ִזיכֶער refers to the mouse. Why the change of 4 ?ָלׂשֹון) 
And finally, why the repetition of Hickory and Dickory and Doc?

In his introduction to this ַמֲאָמר, the ָאלטֶער ִׁשיְך explains that the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע is 
compared to a mouse. The ַח  of the mouse to scare people is only in the ּכ۬
mind; after all, how can a small creature less than 2-3 inches in size, that 
cannot even bite or sting, scare a human 100 times its size? He bases his 
thought on the ְּגָמָרא that says, ל۬א ָהַעְכָּבר ַהַּגָּנב ֶאָּלא ַהחֹור — the mouse is not 
the thief, but the hole [is the thief]. This means that the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע is not the 

problem in and of itself, but rather the real problem is the letting in of 
the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע. Thinking and scaring you is the power of the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע. If we 
would not allow there to be a hole for the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע to get in, he would 
have no power. 

The ִׁשיְך  ,Three Blind Mice ,ִּפְזמֹון from another ֶרֶמז brings a ָאלטֶער 
where it was obvious that although they were blind and couldn't take 
anything, the farmer’s wife, who noticed them wearing the glasses of 
the blind, still let her heart feel fear and acted as if the blind mice were 
a real danger.

The ַהָּנָחה, premise, is that there is only one mouse in the ִּפְזמֹון. The 
 explains that there were many mice in the clock. When the ָאלטֶער ִׁשיְך
clock struck, it hit one, but there was another that ran down to take its 
place. Such is the ַח  you think you have conquered one – ֵיֶצר ָהָרע of the ּכ۬
test and it is gone...comes another and creates another problem. With 
this we understand the final repetition of Hickory Dickory Doc – we are 
constantly battling the ֵיֶצר ָהָרע. Even if we win one battle, it continues 
again.

As for the original קּוְׁשָיה, who are Hickory, Dickory and Doc? This 
is the ֶרֶמז to the three blind mice. The ickory (ִעָקר – which means the 
essence) is ְמלּוָבׁש with an H (heart – ֵלב) or D (ַּדַעת – mind) and only by 
going to the Doc can you get to see the true ְּפַׁשט of the world around 
you. It is also interesting to note: the ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of 316 = ִדָקִרי, which is the 
same as the ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of ָמְרְּדַכי ַהְיהּוִדי. 

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org
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ScholarlyShmoozings

Understanding Davening

The father of the ּפּוִרים Rebbe, ר׳ ַאָּבא ָזֵקן ְּכִסיל ַזַצ״ל, wanted to 

impress upon his ַּתְלִמיִדים the beauty of the ּתֹוָרה. “I was told 

that the ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of ִקים  ק is 86, but that cannot be — the ֱאל۬

alone is 100. The ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of ִקים  ח״י is really 181 which is 10 times ֱאל۬

(10 X 18 = 180) + 1. Each ח״י is ְּכֶנֶגד one of the ten sons of ָהָמן. As each 

one of ָהָמן’s sons was killed, the name of ד׳ grew bigger! When 

 will once again be ד׳ is completely destroyed, the name of ֲעָמֵלק

whole! Oh! The beauty of the ּתֹוָרה!”
 

Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)

14 years of events 
recorded in the ְמִגָּלה
by month & year:

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

Remember ָזכֹור…

An edited selection of יֹוְצרֹות ְלָּפָרַׁשת ָזכֹור — Part II

Remember the one who was the reverse of 
an honest man and a stranger to truth, who 
blinded his father, ִיְצָחק, with the smoke from 
his burning incense for ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, he planned, 
in his heart, to be cruel to his brother.

Remember ָהָמן who went down to flatter 
the king who was himself a flatterer … He 
slandered the wholesome nation of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
and caused the work on the ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש to be 
halted.

Remember ָהָמן who wanted the Five Books of 
 to be annulled, he drew lots for the best מֶׁ۬שה
day of the year to destroy those that left Egypt 
ready to serve הקב״ה, At the end of 70 verses 
of the ְמִגיָלה telling of his greatness, he was 
hung on a 50-cubit gallows.

Dear ּפּוִרים  ֵזֶכר ,Rebbe ׁשּוַׁשן 

ְלְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים

I was intrigued by the 

question you quoted last year, in the 

name of R' Shmuel Rosovsky ,ַזַצ״ל 

אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה  ָּבחּור A .ְּבֵני ְּבַרק ,of Ponevezh ר۬

had challenged the אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה  during ר۬

a ִׁשעּור from a ַרְׁשָּב״א. R' Shmuel 

thought for a moment and then 

asked the ַּתְלִמיד, “If ַח  was blind, how נ۬

then could he have built the ֵּתָבה?” 

R' Shmuel rhetorically answered 

the ָּבחּור, “My ַּתְלִמיד, if you make an 

assumption of the fact [that ַח  was נ۬

blind, or that that is what the ַרְׁשָּב״א 

said], then you can ask such a 

question!” 

However, I was still bothered. I 

was surprised that ַח  was blind. So I נ۬

followed the example of R' Michoel 

Ber Weissmandl ַזַצ״ל, and traveled 

to the British Library. I found an old 

print of the ִמְדָרׁש (that was taken out 

by the censors) that answers this 

question.

This ִמְדָרׁש quotes the ״ַוַיְרא ָחם״ ָּפסּוק 

and asks, why is it that ָחם was the 

one who saw, but, in fact, it was ְּכַנַען 

that was cursed, as the ָּפסּוק says 

clearly ְּכַנַען״  then ִמְדָרׁש The ?״ָארּור 

offers an amazing explanation that 

is a lesson for all generations.

The ּתֹוָרה writes about ְראּוֵבן and 

ַהֶמֶלְך  .that they were sinners ָדִוד 

In reality, each of them had only 

committed a minor sin, but because 

of their greatness, the ּתֹוָרה referred 

to their actions as sinful. The ִמְדָרׁש 

continues: we know that ָחם had 

the ‘spirit’ of a great man. He really 

never did anything wrong; however, 

because he failed to discipline his 

son ְּכַנַען, the ּתֹוָרה wrote that ָחם had 

committed a sin.

My ֶרִּבי, you taught us that there 

is a rule: ְמרּוָּבה טֹוָבה   ִמְדָרׁש The .ִמָּדה 

explains that we should realize that 

a son’s negative act is attributed 

to his father. How much more so, a 

son’s positive act, which is as a direct 

result of his father’s command, 

should be considered his father’s 

act. So, in fact, I understand that ַח  נ۬
NEVER actually built the ֵּתיָבה since 

he was blind — however it was really 

built by his CHILDREN.  

!ַא פריילכן ּפּוִרים

 ,ְּבִׂשְמָחה ַרָּבה
Your special ַּתְלִמיד

(Based on the ַהָגהֹות of R’ Akiva Eiger, 28 ֵּפָאה:)  

 ascends the Persian throne .......3392 ַאַחְׁשֵורֹוש

s party lasting 180 days  ................3395’ַאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש

3399 ,ֵטֵבת........ s palace’ַאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש taken to ֶאְסֵּתר

3404 ,ִניָסן.......................................................casts lots ָהָמן

1st decrees dispatched by ָהָמן ............ 3404 ,ִניָסן

3-day fast ordered by 3404 ,ִניָסן 14-16..... ֶאְסֵּתר

3404 ,ִניָסן s execution by hanging  ............16’ָהָמן

2nd decree reversing the 1st ..........23 3404 ,ִסיָון

3405 ,ֲאָדר s tens sons executed .................. 13’ָהָמן

Jews successfully fight back ........ 13 3405 ,ֲאָדר

Per ֶאְסֵּתר’s request,  ׁשּוַׁשן has a repeat   

      hanging / fighting  celebrations 

everywhere ....................................................14 3405 ,ֲאָדר

Extra celebrations in 3405 ,ֲאָדר 15................... ׁשּוַׁשן

The ְמִגָּלה is recorded; ּפּוִרים is established 

forever, including the ְזַמן after ָמִׁשיַח ......... 3406



ת ָספוֹו וֹו Questions    weekendChofetz ChaimMoment תּת
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ?׳ סעיף !׳

ֵורֹוׁש two royal servants of King ,ֶתֶרׁש and ִּבְגָתן*  stood near the palace ,ֲאַחשְׁ
gates, conspiring to assassinate the king. ָמְרְּדַכי, a ַסְנֶהְדִרין member, was 
standing nearby. Unaware that ָמְרְּדַכי was fluent in all of the 70 languages, 
 spoke freely in their native tongue. As a loyal servant of the ֶתֶרׁש and ִּבְגָתן
king, ָמְרְּדַכי reported the information he overheard to ֶאְסֵּתר who, in turn, 
reported the matter to the king in ָמְרְּדַכי’s name. Upon verification of the 
report, ִּבְגָתן and ֶתֶרׁש were hung.      

Why was ָמְרְדַכי required to tell ֶאְסֵּתר about the plot of ִּבְגָתן and ֶתֶרׁש?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

 .ruled over 127 provinces ֶאְסֵּתר lived for 127 years and ָׂשָרה .1

2. The גר״א points out that the ָּפסּוק uses the word הגלה three times, alluding to 
the three times that ָמְרְדַכי was exiled from ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל and he returned. This 
showed his tremendous ַחִביבּות for (2:6) ְמִגיַלת ֶאְסֵּתר .ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל

Around the World in 80 Seconds or LessLiving   Megillahwith 
the

Adapted from: Memory Aids for the Intoxicated (with kind permission from Purim Gabbai)

 

of 
the

1. At night, the proper time for ְקִריַאת ְמִגָּלה is after ֵצאת ַהּכֹוָכִבים (when three stars are visible) until ֲעלֹות ַהַּׁשַחר (dawn). During the day, 
the ְמִגָּלה may be read from ֵנץ (sunrise) until ְׁשִקיָעה (sunset).

.ְסעּוָדה is at the day ִחּיּוב The main .ְמַׁשֵּכר to drink anything that is ִעְנָין at night, there is no ְסעּוָדה to eat a small ִעְנָין Although there is anא .2
Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:   ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו… ִהְלכו…
ד  ה ְועו… ת ְמִגּלָ ִהְלכו…

Answer: We have a rule: ֵאין ְמָעְרִבין ִׂשְמָחה ְּבִׂשְמָחה. This is because the added ִׂשְמָחה of the second 
 to kill ֶתֶרׁש and ִּבְגָתן would have allowed ָמְרּדַכי If .ִׂשְמָחה would take away from the first ִׂשְמָחה
.being killed would have been compromised ָהָמן of ִׂשְמָחה the ,ֲאַחשְֵׁורֹוׁש
 

ֵלְך ֵמהּ۬דּו ְוַעד ּכּוׁש ֶׁשַבע ְוֶעְׂשִרים ּוֵמָאה ְמִדיָנה  ֵורֹוׁׁשַהּמ۬ …  הּוא ֲאַחשְׁ

… the ֵורֹוׁש  who reigned from Hodu to Kush over one hundred ֲאַחשְׁ
and twenty seven provinces… (ְמִגַּלת ֶאְסֵּתר א:א). 

The (נח:ג) ַרָּבה ֲעִקיָבא explains that ִמְדָרׁש   was once giving a ר׳ 
complicated ִׁשעּור and some of the ַּתְלִמיִדים were falling asleep. 
In an attempt to awaken the ַּתְלִמיִדים and get their attention, he 
changed the topic of the ִׁשעּור and asked them, “Why was it seen 
fit that ֶאְסֵּתר should rule over 127 provinces? Because thus said ד׳: 
Let the daughter of ָׂשָרה who lived 127 years come and reign over 
127 provinces.”

Why would these words alert the sleepy students more than the 
topic of the day? ר׳ ֲעִקיָבא wanted to impress upon his ַּתְלִמיִדים the 
importance of time and the importance of using it. It was because 
 s 127 years were perfect and completely sin-free that her’ָׂשָרה
granddaughter, ֶאְסֵּתר, was able to rule over 127 provinces. Each 
second meant another person; each minute, a family; each hour, a 
farm; each day, a village; each year, a province. Had ָׂשָרה idled away 
her time, ֶאְסֵּתר’s kingdom would have been diminished.

Time is too precious to waste. ָׂשָרה’s time well spent was 
rewarded during ֶאְסֵּתר’s reign. Each of us, too, is presented with the 
fleeting gift of time — and the mission of utilizing it fully and well. 
Who can say what the rewards will be for each minute well spent, 
or the penalty for each minute wasted? 

As a memory aid to help you quickly remember the story of the 
ָיַדע after you have reached ְמִגָּלה  we found an abridged ,… ַעד דלא 
version and the ִעָּקר ֲהָלָכה of ּפּוִרים with an allusion to some of the 127 
provinces.

*
King ֵורֹוׁש  .ַוְׁשִּתי was Finnish with his disobedient wife, Queen ֲאַחשְׁ

 .he ordered her ״!You Congo now״

After she had Ghana way, the king's messengers went Roman 
the land to find a new queen. And India end, the beautiful ֶאְסֵּתר 

won the crown. 

Meanwhile, ָמְרְּדַכי sat outside the palace, where the Chile ָהָמן 
would Czech up on him daily. 

 .ָמְרְּדַכי scolded ָהָמן ״!I Haiti you because you refuse to bow to me״
 USA very stubborn man. You Jews are such Bahamas! If you keep״
this up, Denmark my words! I will have all your people killed!” 

“Just Kuwait and see, you Turkey!״ replied ָמְרְּדַכי. 

 went into mourning and tore his clothes — a custom ָמְרְּדַכי
known as Korea. He urged ֶאְסֵּתר to plead with the king. The Jews 
fasted for three days and grew very Hungary. 

 Kenya Belize come to a״ ,approached the king and asked ֶאְסֵּתר
banquet I've prepared for you and ״?ָהָמן

At the feast, she invited her guests to a second banquet to eat 
Samoa. The king asked, ֶאְסֵּתר״, why Jamaica big meal like this? 
Just tell me what you want. Unto half my United Kingdom will I 
give you.״ 

 is Russian to ָהָמן Spain full for me to say this, but״ ,replied ֶאְסֵּתר
kill my people.״

 s loud Wales could be heard as he carried Honduran this'ָהָמן
scene. ״Oman!ָהָמן ״ cried bitterly.

 Iraq my brains in an effort to destroy the Jews. But that sneaky״ 
״!Egypt me - ָמְרְּדַכי

 and his ten sons were hanged and went immediately to the ָהָמן
Netherlands. And to Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed to 
Polish off the rest of their foes as well.

.the king smiled ״,You lost your enemies and Uganda friend״ 

And that is why the ּפּוִרים story Israeli a miracle. G-d decided to 
China light on His chosen people. 

So now, let's celebrate! Forget all your Syria's business and just 
be happy! Serb up some wine and Taiwan on! Happy ּפּוִרים!

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

1. How many times was ָמְרּדַכי exiled from ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל? 

2. What is the connection between ָׂשָרה and the powerful 
kingdom of ֲאַחשְֵׁורֹוׁש?

3. How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week 
issue?



R’ Sholom Mordechai Schwadron זצ״ל, born in ירּושלים to ר׳ יצחק and פרײדָא לָאה, was 
named after his grandfather, the מהרש״ם, a leading ּפֹוסק in Galicia. He lost his father 
at age 7 and, for a bit of time, he lived in an orphanage. After his בר מצוה, he studied 
in the Lomzer Yeshiva in פתח תקוה under R’ Elya Dushnitzer, and later in חברֹון ישיבה in 
 a sister of R’ Shlomo Zalman ,לָאה under R’ Yehuda Leib Chasman. He married ירּושלים
Auerbach. He learned in ּכֹולל אהל ּתֹורה and later became משגיח in ישיבת תפארת צביand 
then ראׁש ישיבה in ישיבת אהלי שם. Affectionately known as the ירּושלמי מגיד, he published 
approximately 25 of his grandfather’s works, as well as לב אליהּו (R’ Lopian) and the 

writings of R’ Chasman, אֹור יה״ל.
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A Freilichin 
Purim...

Oy, Vey! Are 
you all right?

Ah! Snow on
Purim... Hashem promises that 

He will make our sins white as 
snow -- Purim is like yom kippur and 

Hashem is showing us that He 
forgives us!

Wonderful! Gevaldig! The Gemara says, 
‘Any house where wine is not poured like water 

is missing Brachah.’ Baruch HASHEM! The doorway 
of my home has become an opening with a siman 

brachah -- and on Purim! I am indebted to your son 
for such a timeless gift!      

Oh, here is where 
Rav Shalom Shwadron 
lives! Please take this 

Mishloach Manos up to the 
Rav’s apartment as my 

Shaliach.

It was a snowy Purim in Yerushalayim...

The little boy stood there feeling 
extremely embarrassed.

But to his surprise Rav Shalom 
greeted them with a big smile.

R’ Shalom took the special simchah 
of Purim to new ‘spirit’ual heights!

Oh, no! I have made 
a mess right in the home 

of the famous Rav Shalom 
Schwadron! Oy! Tatte must be so 

ashamed, and I’m afraid he is sorry 
he let me carry the Mishloach 

Manos!

Yes, Tatte.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.


