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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל was born in New York 
, to R' Yomtov Lipman and Esther Stern. His mother was ר׳ 

 Herman’s daughter (of All for the Boss). From his ַיֲעק۬ב יֹוֵסף
youth, he learned in ְיִׁשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת and he became very close to R' Shraga 
Feivel Mendlowitz and R' Reuven Grozovsky. At the age of 18, he traveled 
to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל to learn in the Kamenitz ְיִׁשיָבה, where he remained for the rest 
of his life. Eventually, he became a ַמִּגיד ִׁשעּור in the ְיִׁשיָבה, and then the ַמְׁשִּגיַח. 
He became very close to R' Elya Lopian ַזַצ״ל, R' Chatzkel Levenstein ַזַצ״ל 
and the Brisker Rav ַזַצ״ל. He traveled to many countries and inspired people 
with his warm and unique מּוָסר. Several of his shmuessen are found in 
 .(Feldheim) ֵמֵאׁש ָּתם

 

ח' אדר
5686 - 5758
1926 - 1998

R' Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל once 
explained that a mouth can be 
compared to a loaded gun. Before 
one shoots, he is in complete control 
of the bullet. It can be aimed at a 
target or into the air; but once he 
shoots, he is no longer in control of 
it ... it will strike anything that even 
accidentally gets in its path. Likewise, 
before one speaks, he is in control of his 
words. However, once uttered, harmful words can do 
[accidental] irreparable damage!

Gedolim Glimpses

ְוָעִׂשיָת ִבְגֵדי קֶדׁש ְלַאֲהרן ... ְלָכבֹוד ּוְלִתְפָאֶרת.  

And you shall make garments of sanctity for ן  your brother, for ,ַאֲהר۬

honor and for splendor (ְׁשמֹות כח:ב).

One of the eight special garments that ן ֵהן ָגדֹול the ַאֲהר۬  wore was the ּכ۬

ַהִמְׁשָּפט  ,ְזכּות the Breastplate, which was worn on his chest. What ,חֹוֶׁשן 

merit, did ן  ?חֹוֶׁשן ַהִמְׁשָּפט have to wear the ַאֲהר۬

The ִמְדָרׁש ַרָּבה (on ְׁשמֹות ד:יד) teaches us that the reason that ן  merited ַאֲהר۬

wearing the חֹוֶׁשן ַהִמְׁשָּפט was due to his exceptionally fine ִמדֹות. The ְגָמָרא 

 ְזכּות In the — ְּבְׂשַכר 'ְוָרֲאָך ְוָׂשַמח ְּבִלּבֹו' זֹוֶכה ְלחֹוֶׁשן ַהִּמְּׁשָּפט ַעל ִלּבֹו“ ,states (ַׁשָּבת קלט.)

of ‘and he (ן  and will rejoice in his heart (at your (מֶׁ۬שה) will see you (ַאֲהר۬

success)’ (ְׁשמֹות ד׳:י״ד) ַאֲהר۬ן was worthy of wearing the ַהִּמְׁשָּפט  on his חֹוֶׁשן 

heart.”

At the time when ד׳ chose מֶׁ۬שה to become the leader of ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ְּכַלל 

and take them out of their slavery, מֶׁ۬שה repeatedly refused to accept 

the mission for seven days. Although he gave various reasons for his 

reluctance to accept his mission, ד׳ knew that his major concern was that 

he felt he would cause great distress to his brother, ן .ַאֲהר۬

 had been away from Egypt for forty years and he was far away מֶׁ۬שה

from the people. ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל had seen a major increase in the intensity of the 

slave labor (which ד׳ did in order to hasten the redemption) during these 

years, the last period before the ְּגאּוָלה. (There are differing opinions as 

to where מֶׁ۬שה was during this time, but he certainly was not in Egypt.)

Who had been the leader of the Jewish people during these hard 

times? מֶׁ۬שה’s older brother, ן  therefore felt that if he would take מֶׁ۬שה .ַאֲהר۬

over that position and ן ן ”,would be made into a “spokesman ַאֲהר۬  ַאֲהר۬

would be greatly pained. Thus, he refused to accept the position.

Finally, ד׳ told מֶׁ۬שה that there was nothing to fear. Not only would ן  ַאֲהר۬

not be jealous of מֶׁ۬שה, but he would truly rejoice in his heart at מֶׁ۬שה’s 

appointment, even though it was coming at his expense. Such a good 

heart, says the ְּגָמָרא, is worthy of carrying the חֹוֶׁשן ַהִּמְׁשָּפט.

A person like ן ִיְׂשָרֵאל who was filled with true ,ַאֲהר۬  can be the ,ַאֲהַבת 

one to go into the ֶדׁש ַהֳקָדִׁשים  s forgiveness for’ד׳ and beg יֹום ִּכּפּור on ק۬

an entire nation. This is what ְׁשל۬מ۬ה ַהֶמֶלְך says in ְּפָׁשִעים" ,(י:יב) ִמְׁשֵלי  ְוַעל ָּכל 

 But love covers all offenses." Such a heart has no room for — ְּתַכֶּסה ַאֲהָבה

jealousy, and thus no room for hatred. It is pure enough to wear the חֹוֶׁשן 

 .ַהִּמְׁשָּפט

Throughout the generations, our ִיְׂשָרֵאל  are not only ְגדֹוֵלי 

remembered for their ּתֹוָרה knowledge, but also for their beautiful 
 !ִמדֹות
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף י״א

Jay violated a school policy for the second time. The principal called a 
staff meeting to discuss the issue. After a few hours of intense discussion 
they decided that Jay must be suspended. The principal called Jay into 
his office and told him the decision. Jay was ready to cry. The principal 
could not hold himself back. He explained honestly that he voted against 
the suspension and tried hard to persuade the other six staff members, 
but it was put to a vote and passed by just one vote.        

Was the principal correct in giving the meeting details to Jay?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Which words hinted that the sons of ַאֲהר۬ן would die at the 
time of the ַהָקַמת ַהִמְׁשָּכן?

 were represented in the crown border ִּכְתֵרי ּתֹוָרה ְּכהּוָנה ּוַמְלכּות .2
of three ְּכֵלי ַהִמְׁשָּכן. Which ֵּכִלי’s border represents ֶּכֶתר ְּכהּוָנה?

 ,explains ִמְדָרׁש And it will be sanctified through My Honor. The - ְוִנְקּדׁש ּבְכבִ۬די .1
 referred to when מׁשה s Honor is through His honored ones. This is what’ד׳
he said (29:43 – ַרׁש״י ד״ה ּבְכבִֹדי) הּוא ֲאׁשר ּדּבר ה׳ ֵלאמ۬ר ּבְקרַ۬בי ֶאּקֵדׁש.

2. The crown of the ָארֹון represents ּתֹוָרה, the crown of the ׁשְלָחן represents ַמְלכ

.(30:3 – ַרׁש״י ד״ה ֵזר ָזָהב) ּכהּוָנה represents ִמְזּבח and the crown of the ,ּות

Words That Pierce the HeavenLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 • On the 14th and 15th of the month of ֲאָדר ִראׁשֹון, we do not say ַּתֲחנּון (and ִמְנָחה on the 13th), nor do we fast or make ֶהְסֵּפִדים, 
for these days are ּפּוִרים ָקָטן.

 • ۬ The ִמְׁשָנה ְּברּוָרה states that the recital of ַלְמַנֵּצח … ַיַעְנָך ה׳ ְּביֹום ָצָרה … and (ְּכִמְנָהג ק״ק ּפֹוִלין) ִמְזמֹור ְלָאָסף are omitted on ּפּוִרים ָקָטן.
Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:   ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו… ִהְלכו…
ת  ִהְלכו…

וּוִרים ָקָטן  �ּו

Answer: Even though one could argue that, since it was a 3-4 vote, therefore the vote for 
suspension was ּבַאּפי ְּתָלָתא, and it is not wrong for the principal to reveal how he voted, this is 
false. This was a private staff meeting and by revealing how even one person voted, he now 
implicates the others.    
 

 ְוָעִׂשיָת ַעל ׁשּוָליו ִרּמֵ۬ני ְּתֵכֶלת ְוַאְרָּגָמן ְותֹוַלַעת ָׁשִני ַעל ׁשּוָליו ָסִביב ּוַפֲעמֵ۬ני … ְּבתֹוָכם ָסִביב. ַּפֲעמ۬ן

ָזָהב ְוִרּמֹון … ַעל ׁשּוֵלי ַהְּמִעיל ָסִביב.

You shall make on its [the ְּמִעיל’s] hem pomegranates of 
turquoise, purple and scarlet wool, on its hem all around, and gold 
bells between them, all around; a gold bell and a pomegranate, a 
gold bell and a pomegranate on the hem of the robe, all around 
.(ְׁשמֹות כח:לג-לד)

The ringing bells on the hem of the ְּמִעיל allude to the sounds 
of ְּתִפיָלה and ּתֹוָרה study. Those who are careful to avoid ָהַרע  ָלׁשֹון 
and other forbidden talk are assured, “אֹו ֶאל ַהּקֶ۬דׁש ִלְפֵני  …ְוִנְׁשַמע קֹולֹו ְּבב۬
 Its sound shall be heard when he enters the Sanctuary before…ד׳
Hashem…” (ibid. כה) – that their prayers and ּתֹוָרה study will find favor 
in Heaven.

*

R' Yehudah Zev Segal ַזַצ״ל, the late Manchester ְיִׁשיָבה  ,ר۬אׁש 
was referred to by the Steipler Gaon as “the pillar of ְּתִפיָלה in our 
generation.” R' Segal invested his prayers with incredible effort 
and concentration. Every word was expressed with proper intent 
and enunciated clearly. Once, R' Segal fainted while reciting ַׁשַחִרית. 
When he regained consciousness, those attending him asked him 
at what point in his davening he had fainted. R' Segal indicated that 
it was between the words ְּתִהלֹות and ֶעְליֹון  Even after having .ְלֵקל 
fainted, he could recall clearly which word he had said and which 
he had not, for no word was uttered without intense concentration.

Those who were privileged to observe him as he prayed would 
say that they would consider it a great accomplishment if their ְנִעיָלה 
prayer on יֹום ִּכּפּור was like R' Segal’s typical weekday ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה. He 
uttered every ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה with heartfelt tears as he prayed for the 
needs of individuals and for the Jewish people as a whole.

Thousands of Jews around the world sought R' Segal’s blessings 
and prayers because they were convinced that ד׳ would fulfill the 
will of this great ַצִדיק. Years ago, when a young man told R' Moshe 
Feinstein that a relative of his was seriously ill, R' Moshe responded, 

“There is a Jew in Manchester who can help you.” He was referring 
to R' Segal.

Once, a brilliant ְיִׁשיָבה student became stricken with a serious 
illness. The boy’s parents contacted R' Segal and requested that 
he pray for their son’s recovery. In the course of their conversation, 
the parents mentioned that they had already made a decision that 
their son, who had completed high school, would leave ְיִׁשיָבה to 
pursue a career. R' Segal told them, “Your son can develop into an 
outstanding ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם. Dedicate him to the study of ּתֹוָרה and he 
will recover from his illness.”

Later that day, someone who was standing near R' Segal as he 
was praying heard him say, “ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם, I promised!”

That very day, the boy’s doctor broke his leg and he was 
replaced by another doctor who was considered less qualified. 
The second doctor recommended a different course of treatment 
which proved successful. The boy recovered fully, and went on to 
become an outstanding ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם. 

It is not coincidental that R' Segal, “the pillar of ְּתִפיָלה in our 
generation,” was also the pillar of ַהָלׁשֹון  .in our generation ְׁשִמיַרת 
It was R' Segal who developed a daily learning schedule, used 
world-wide, for the study of the laws and concepts of guarding 
one’s tongue from speaking the forbidden. In fact, R' Segal 
requested that he be buried with his ְׁשִמיַרת ַהָלׁשֹון calendar, saying, 
“This is my passport to עֹוָלם ַהָּבא.” 

Virtually everyone who brought his personal suffering to R' 
Segal’s door was advised to strengthen himself in the area of 
 When someone would joyfully report that his or her .ְׁשִמיַרת ַהָלׁשֹון
problem was solved, R' Segal would say that it was the merit of 
the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים, who authored the classic texts on ְׁשִמיַרת ַהָלׁשֹון, that had 
brought about the salvation. Others, however, felt that it was the 
combination of the ָחֵפץ ַחִיים’s merit and the merit of the Manchester 
 whose avoidance of forbidden speech made his words ,ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה
of ְּתִפיָלה so very powerful.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

D
ear Talmid,

R' ן ַאֲהר۬ ֶׁשה   ַזַצ״ל Stern מ۬
once related that as a 
young man, his father 

was studying accounting in a 
university. Mr. Stern noticed that 
the final exam to earn the degree 
was scheduled to be given on the 
2nd day of ָׁשבּועֹות. He explained to 
the dean that, as an observant Jew, 
he could not take the test at that 
time. 

The dean sent him to his Jewish 
assistant, who claimed that if he 
would provide a deferral, he would 
be accused of favoring Jews. Mr. 
Stern returned to the dean and 
thanked him, saying that he would 
not be taking the test. 

Surprised by his stubbornness, 
the dean said, “Mr. Stern, none of 
your friends is going to see you 
taking the test!” Mr. Stern explained 
that he was not concerned with any 
person; it was ד׳ Who concerned 
him. ד׳ sees and records everything. 

The dean asked, “What will you 
do if you cannot take the test?” Mr. 
Stern replied, “I will have to take 
the course over again.” 

The dean then said, “There are 
two weeks left before the test. 
Come to my office on the day 

R’ Moshe Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל once said in a shmuess that 
he overheard his ֶרִּבי, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ַזַצ״ל, 
question a דּו הָאסט גֶעלֶערנט ּתֹוָרה ]היינט[?“ ,ָּבחּור  — Have you 

learned ּתֹוָרה [today]?” Surprised by the question, the ָּבחּור 
replied with a smile, “יָא! — Yes!” R’ Shraga Feivel then continued 
probing, “?ִדיר גֶעלֶערנט  But what has the – ָאּבֶער װָאס הָאט דֶער ּתֹוָרה 
”?taught you ּתֹוָרה

 
Source: From a Pure Fire (Feldheim)

 Yahrtzeit of – 1806 / 5566 ֲאָדר 11
ַזַצ״ל ַאזּולַאי  ָדִוד  יֹוֵסף  ַחִּיים   the great ,(1724-1806) ר׳ 
Sephardic ָחָכם known by the acronym ִחיָד״א. 
He was born in ְירּוָׁשַלִים and descended from 
an illustrious family of great Sephardic ַרָּבִנים, 
including the famous ַאְבָרָהם  Azulai, who lived ר׳ 
200 years before the ִחיָד״א and wrote a ֵּפרּוׁש on זַ۬הר 
(he died in ֶחְברֹון). The ִחיָד״א studied ַּתְלמּוד under the 
guidance of ר׳ יֹוָנה ָנבֹון, ר׳ ִיְצָחק ַהּכֵ۬הן רַאּפַאּפֹורט, and ר׳ 
 At age 17, he wrote .(אֹור ַהַחִּיים ַהָקדֹוׁש the) ַחִּיים ִאְּבן ֲעַטר
his first ֵּפרּוׁש on ַׁשַער יֹוֵסף ַּבְבִלי,   .ַמֶּסֶכת הֹוָריֹות on ַּתְלמּוד 
For many years he served as a roving emissary for 
Jews in ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל, traveling to hundreds of Jewish 
communities throughout Europe and North Africa 
to raise money. 

He left Israel twice on 5-year-long fundraising 
missions that took him as far west as Tunisia and 
as far north as Great Britain and Amsterdam. 
He spent all available time in the libraries of the 
cities he visited. He accepted the position of 
Chief Rabbi of Cairo, Egypt, a post he held for 5 
years. During this time he also unearthed many 
 hidden manuscripts. He wrote no less than ,ְּגִניזֹות
71 works, including יֹוֵסף אֹוֵמץ (a collection of ְּתׁשּובֹות), 
ַהְּגדֹוִלים  a biographical work on 1,300 authors) ֵׁשם 
and 1,200 writings, dating back to the era of the 
 a commentary on) ִּבְרֵכי יֹוֵסף and the famous (ְּגאֹוִנים
 .(ֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך

He was respected by Jew and gentile alike and 
was an amazing and successful emissary for his 
people. When he visited King Louis XVI of France 
in Versailles, before he had a chance to speak, 
the king was so greatly impressed by his visitor's 
stature that he asked which country's ambassador 
he was. He eventually settled in Livorno, Italy, to 
be able to print his ְסָפִרים. Michael Pereira de Leon, 
a descendant of one of the oldest families in Italy, 
provided all the ִחיָד״א's financial needs, allowing 
him to devote all his time to his writings. He died 
in Livorno, Italy, and was later re-interred in ְירּוָׁשַלִים. 

This Week in History

before the holiday. We will talk 
then.”

On ָׁשבּועֹות  Mr. Stern went to ,ֶעֶרב 
see the dean in his office. The dean 
locked the door securely and told 
him, “I am going to do something 
for you that I have never done in my 
entire life. I must help a young man 
who is so sincere in his convictions!”

The dean went over to the safe 
and removed a copy of the test, 
placing it in an envelope, which he 
then sealed. “Here is the test that 
will be given in two days’ time. Do 
not open this envelope until that 
time. The night after the holiday, 
when you are permitted to write, 
open the envelope and take the 
test. After exactly four hours, 
stop and place the test in another 
envelope, seal it, and bring it to me 
the next day.”

My ַּתְלִמיד, the dean understood 
that one who has full trust in ד׳ and 
is willing to give up his career can 
be trusted in other areas as well. Is 
it a wonder that Mr. Stern was זֹוֶכה 
to a son like R' ן ֶׁשה ַאֲהר۬ ?מ۬

        !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

 

A letter from a Rebbi (based on interviews)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…ִּכי ֵקל ׁשֹוֵמַע ְּתִפּלֹות ְוַתֲחנּוִנים ָאָּתה…

… …For ד׳ Who hears prayers and supplications 
are You… 

ג:כג) explains ַרִׁש״י  ַּתֲחנּון that the word (ְדָבִרים 
means asking ד׳ as a free gift. This expression 
is used because no human being can claim 
that ד׳ owes him something. R' Moshe 
Aharon Stern ַזַצ״ל would quote the words 
of the (או״ח צח:ג) ֻׁ۬שְלָחן ָערּוך: “A person should 
daven in a pleading way, like a poor person 
begging at the door, and softly...” He then 
would continue with the amazing ְּפַסק of the 
 on these words: “A person must be ֵּבאּור ַהָלָכה
very careful regarding this [ַהָלָכה], for there 
are several ּפֹוְסִקים who require one who fails 
to do so to go back and daven again. ְּתִפָּלה 
must be similar to the heartfelt and soft plea 
of the poor man at the moment when the 
rich man opens the door to his knock!”  



Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim is a renowned Makom 
Torah that is home to thousands of talmidim 
from around the world.  It was led for many 

years by its Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel.

Rav Nosson Tzvi showed extraordinary concern 
for each of the Yeshiva’s talmidim, during the 

zman and throughout the year.

One day, Rav Nosson Tzvi asked a 
particular bachur about his plans for 

learning during bein hazmanim.

The Rosh Yeshiva finally admitted that he 
was the one who wanted to learn with the 

bachur.  The stunned bachur swiftly agreed.

And so it was. Rav Nosson Tzvi and the bachur 
learned together daily throughout each bein 

hazmanim, and sometimes learned during the zman 
as well.  As busy as Rav Nosson Tzvi was, he 

showed care and concern for each and every one 
of his talmidim.

Because he already planned to learn two full 
sedorim each day during his “time off,” the bachur 

procrastinated, and did not get back to Rav Nosson 
Tzvi.  A few days later, the Rosh Yeshiva summoned him 
and asked if he had found a second seder chavrusa.

 in Chicago, Illinois. He שתחי‘ Finkel שרה and אליהּו מאיר was born to ר׳ נתן צבי זצ״ל
attended a local school and he had a רבי. At the age of 14, he visited ארץ ישראל. After 
 ,spoke to his father, he remained for an extra 8 months to learn. At 17 ר׳ לעזער יּודל
he returned to learn in ישיבת מיר and learned בהתמדה for 6 years, completing ש״ס 
each year. In 1964, he married ר׳ בנימין בינּוׁש פינקל’s daughter, שתחי‘ ,לָאה and they had 
11 children. ר׳ נתן צבי began giving שעּורים in the ישיבה in 1965. In 1990, he was appointed 
 he also gave ,עּיּון שעּור Shmulevitz. in addition to his ר׳ רפאל together with ראׁש ישיבה
 of גשמּיּות and רּוחנּיּות to enhance the בחינֹות He developed .עּמּוד היֹומי עם ראׁשֹונים in שעּורים

his תלמידים, and was one of the greatest disseminators of ּתֹורה in ארץ ישראל.

י”א חשון   1943-2011   5703-5772

You’ll be learning with Rav 
Asher during first seder and night 

seder.  Excellent.  If you don’t have 
a chavrusa for second seder, I might 
have someone for you.  Please let me 

know.

I need 
to know.  I have 

someone who wants 
to learn with you.

What does the 
person want to 

learn?

Whatever you 
want.

I’d be honored to 
learn with the Rosh 

Yeshiva! Noch a mul....

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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