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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R’ Binyomin Beinish Finkel ַזַצ״ל was born in Mir, Poland, 
on יֹום ִּכּפּור, to ר׳ ֵליֶזר יּודל, the אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה  ר׳ ֵאִלָיהּו ָּברּוְך) ַמְלָּכה and ,ר۬
Kamai ַזַצ״ל’s daughter). At 9 years old, he learned five ַדִּפים 

of ְּגָמָרא with his father daily. In 1931, he went to learn under the ָחֵפץ ַחִּיים, 
and in 1933-34 he learned under the Brisker Rov. After his arrival in ֶאֶרץ 

ִאיׁש he became close to the ,(approx. 1940) ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ,ֶאְסֵּתר He married .ַחזֹון 
the daughter of R’ Shmuel Greineman ַזַצ״ל, the ַחזֹון ִאיׁש’s brother-in-law. 
In 1965, he became אׁש ְיִׁשיַבת ִמיר  he ,ִׁשעּוִרים where, in addition to giving ,ר۬
took over fiscal responsibility of the ְיִׁשיָבה. There are fascinating stories of 
his ִסַּיְעָּתא ִדְׁשַמָּיא and ַּגְדלּות ְּבּתֹוָרה ּוְבֶחֶסד. It is well known that his father-in-law 
considered him one of the ל״ו ַצִדיִקים. 

  י״ח  שבט
5672 - 5750
1911 - 1990

One ַהָׁשָנה אׁש   before dawn, as R’ Beinish ,ר۬
Finkel ַזַצ״ל was on his way to the ֶתל  to the ּכ۬
 Did“ .ִײד he met a poor and lost ,ָוִתיִקין ִמְנָין
you have a warm drink yet?” R’ Beinish 
asked him. “Yes, but another cup would 
not hurt,” the man replied. R’ Beinish, who 
was extremely particular about davening 
with ָהֵנץ, returned home with the man. He offered 
him a drink, and spoke with him for a while, cheering him 
up. After he left, R’ Beinish ran as fast as he could to the 
ֶתל .ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה making it in time for ,ּכ۬

Gedolim Glimpses

… ַוִּיְתַיְּצבּו ְּבַתְחִּתית ָהָהר.

… And they stood at the bottom of the mountain (ְׁשמֹות י״ט:י״ז).

The פ״ח.) ְּגָמָרא  ְּכַלל on these words explains that when (ַׁשָּבת 

ִסיַני raised ד׳ ,stood at the bottom of the mountain ִיְׂשָרֵאל  over ַהר 
their heads like a barrel and declared to ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְמַקְּבִלים“ ,ְּכַלל  ַאֶּתם  ִאם 

ְוִאם ָלאו ָׁשם ְּתֵהא ְקבּוַרְתֶכם  good. If — ּתֹוָרה If you accept the — ַהּתֹוָרה מּוָטב 
not, here will be your graves.” Why was it necessary for ִיְׂשָרֵאל  s’ְּכַלל 
acceptance of the ּתֹוָרה to be forced upon them? ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל had willingly 
said ַנֲעֶׂשה ְוִנְׁשָמע, we will do and we will hear. 

Some ְמָפְרִׁשים explain that ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֶׁשִּבְכַתב readily accepted ְּכַלל   ,ּתֹוָרה 
only the ִמְצֹות that are explicitly written in the ּתֹוָרה. However, they 
were hesitant to undertake the ֶּפה ֶׁשְּבַעל   passed ִמְצֹות the many ,ּתֹוָרה 
on orally from מֶׁ۬שה and all the extra safeguards to protect the 
 after ּתֹוָרה ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה only willingly accepted ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל .ַחַז״ל enacted by ּתֹוָרה
the ֵנס of ּפּוִרים. It seems difficult to understand that the nation that said 
.ַהר ִסיַני at ּתֹוָרה ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה was reluctant to accept ַנֲעֶׂשה ְוִנְׁשָמע

The ֶפר ִיְׂשָרֵאל explains that when ֲחַתם ס۬ ֶׁשְּבַעל ֶּפה were taught ְּכַלל   ּתֹוָרה 
with all its implications, they realized that they would now have to 
submit themselves to the decisions of the ַּתְלִמיֵדי ַחָכִמים of each future 
generation. This was their difficulty. ד׳ lifted ַהר ִסיַני over their heads and 
exclaimed, If you do not submit yourself to the leadership of the ְגדֹוֵלי

 of each generation, then you will be buried here. This was an ּתֹוָרה

eternal message; ִיְׂשָרֵאל  cannot survive unless they accept the ְּכַלל 
rulings of ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים.

The miracle that happened on ּפּוִרים taught ִיְׂשָרֵאל  firsthand ְּכַלל 
the importance of listening to the rulings of ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים. It seemed 
logical to join the feast of ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש. How could they ever find favor 
with the king, if they ignored his invitation? ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש invited the Jews to 
attend his party. How could the Jews anger him by refusing to attend? 
Yet, ָמְרְּדַכי begged the Jewish people to do just that. He realized, with 
his ּתֹוָרה understanding, that eating at the king’s party would anger ה׳, 
the King of kings.

 who was second ,ָהָמן also openly refrained from bowing to ָמְרְּדַכי
to the king. It seemed so illogical to blatantly anger such a powerful 
man. However, ָמְרְּדַכי did not follow the logic of the people. He 
understood with his ַדַעת ּתֹוָרה the correct approach to handle a difficult 
and explosive situation.

When the great miracle of ּפּוִרים finally unfolded, ִיְׂשָרֵאל  were ְּכַלל 
eternally grateful for the ַדַעת ּתֹוָרה of their leader. With all the pieces 
laid out clearly in a ד׳ ,ְמִגָּלה showed them the real and complete picture 
with a ּתֹוָרה perspective. They realized that they had endangered 
their own lives and were spared only because of the ַדַעת ּתֹוָרה of ָמְרְּדַכי 
and ֶאְסֵּתר. They now willingly reaffirmed that they would follow the 
leadership of all future ַּתְלִמיֵדי ַחָכִמים in every generation, even if it may, 
at times, appear difficult to fully understand.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף ח׳
The Sayers twins and the Herrer twins were in the same class. The two 
sets of twins were extremely close friends and would spend nearly all 
of their free time together. One Sunday, as the two set of twins were 
rambling through the park on their bikes, the Sayers twins repeated what 
they had heard the previous week from Eli. “You see the poor man who 
sleeps on that bench? Well, according to our sources, he’s really loaded 
with cash!”    
Are the Herrer twins allowed to repeat what they heard?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. The ּתֹוָרה tells us that הקב״ה punishes children for the sins 
of their fathers. Why? Can a child redeem himself? 

2. What are two reasons that the stones of the ִמְזֵּבַח cannot 
be hewn with metal?

 only remembers the sins of a father if the child follows in the הקב״ה .1
footsteps of his father’s evil ways (20:5 - ד״ה ְלׂשְֹנָאי).

2. i. Metal is used to shorten a man’s life. The ִמְזּבַח is used to lengthen a man’s 
life.  ii. Metal is used to cut and injure. The ִמְזּבַח’s purpose is to make peace 
between הקב״ה and (ד״ה ַוּתַחְלֶלָה - 20:22) ּבֵני ִיׂשָרֵאל.

All Because of Some Hot SoupLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Aleinu L’shabei’ach (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  Every ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה is a miniature ַקָּבַלת ַהּתֹוָרה and there must be three people at the ִּביָמה representing ֶׁשה ַרֵּבינּו ,ד׳  ְּכַלל and מ۬

ֶׁשה ַרֵּבינּו represents ַּבַעל קֹוֵרא The .ּתֹוָרה as he calls people to come up and accept the ד׳ represents ַּגַּבאי The .ִיְׂשָרֵאל  as he מ۬
reads the ּתֹוָרה to the people. The עֹוֶלה represents ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל as he accepts the ּתֹוָרה for the people.  

Halacha 
Corner

ָרה  ו… ת ְקִריַאת ַהתּת ִהְלכו…
ָרה ו… ַלת ַהתּת ִעְנָין ַקבּתָ - בּתְ

Answer: No. Even though the possible מֹוִציא ׁשם ַרע or ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע was said in front of three people, two 
people saying something and two people listening to it does not equal saying ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע in front 
of three people. The ְמַסְּפִרים are never included in the ֶחׁשּבֹון, for they will usually regret speaking 
.and will not repeat it ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע

… ֶלֱאָכל ֶלֶחם ִעם חֵ۬תן מֶׁ۬שה ִלְפֵני ָהֱאלִ۬קים )ְׁשמֹות י״ח:י״ב(

… To eat bread with the father-in-law of מֶׁ۬שה before ה׳.

The (ְּבָרכֹות ס״ד.) ְּגָמָרא relates: “R’ Avin said, ‘Anyone who enjoys a meal 
in which a ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם partakes, it is as though he enjoyed the radiance 
of the ְׁשִכיָנה.’” Partaking of this type of meal is comparable to partaking 
of a (ָאבֹות ג׳:ד׳) ָקְרָּבן.

 was under the impression that it is only possible to achieve ִיְתרֹו
closeness to ד׳ through fasting, but ַאֲהר۬ן and the ְזֵקִנים knew differently. 
They understood that the ְסעּוָדה of a ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם has the power to draw 
people close to ד׳ just like a ָקְרָּבן.

*
During WWII, R’ Yaakov Galinsky was exiled to Siberia. Once, after he 

had served his punishment of a 40-day period on starvation rations, he 
was given hot soup as a special favor. There was another Jew present, 
Cholev, who was still serving his 40-day starvation period.

At first, R’ Yaakov debated whether to share his soup with Cholev. It 
did not take him long, however, to decide.

“Yankele, Yankele,” he berated himself, “how can you eat alone, 
when there is a starving Jew right next to you?” He shared his soup with 
Cholev, who enjoyed it tremendously.

Many years later, R’ Yaakov was living in ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל. At that time, Jews 
from Arab lands had immigrated to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל en masse. These Sephardic 
Jews were housed in camps run by the secular Zionist administration, 
which wanted to strip them of their religion and heritage.

The ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש sent R’ Yaakov and another ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם to the camps to 
ascertain how many of the parents were interested in giving their 
children a ּתֹוָרה education. When they arrived at a certain camp, they 
found that all entrances were barred and special permission was 
required to gain entry. The ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש instructed them to dig a tunnel up 
to the fence.

R’ Yaakov and his companion managed to dig a tunnel and sneak into 

the camp. When they were spotted, the Yiddish-speaking directors 
demanded to know what they were doing. The directors ordered 
them to leave the camp, but the two pretended not to understand 
Yiddish. In the meantime, R’ Yaakov strained to hear what they were 
saying to each other. He heard one of the directors say, “Cholev will be 
here soon and then we’ll decide what to do with them.”

The name “Cholev” rang a bell in R’ Yaakov’s head. After a while, he 
remembered the incident with the soup.

When Cholev arrived, R’ Yaakov immediately recognized him as the 
one with whom he had shared his soup. It turned out that Cholev was 
one of those in charge of the camp. When he saw R’ Yaakov, Cholev 
also remembered the hot soup he had enjoyed. He was delighted to 
see R’ Yaakov and he patted him warmly on the shoulder.

“Do you want me to help you get out of the camp?” he asked.

“I know how to do that myself,” R’ Yaakov answered. 

R’ Yaakov realized that this was a Heaven-sent opportunity to 
capitalize on Cholev’s gratitude toward him. He took Cholev aside and 
asked him to find out how many parents in the camp were interested 
in giving their children a ּתֹוָרה education.

Cholev was surprised at the request, but his feelings of gratitude 
toward R’ Yaakov were too deep for him to reject his appeal.

“Wait until the other directors leave and I will find out for you,” he 
promised.

Shortly afterward, Cholev came to R’ Yaakov with a list of nearly 
sixty-five parents who were interested. With the benefit of this list, 
many students were enrolled in ְיִׁשיבֹות and went on to build faithful 
Jewish homes.

All because of some hot soup.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 תתתתתתת, it is important to consider these תתתתתתת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

D
ear Talmid,

When it came to 
money matters, R’ 
Beinish Finkel ַזַצ״ל 

was renowned for his integrity 
and honesty. His home was rich 
in ְקֻדָּׁשה and spiritual ‘luxuries,’ but 
contained only a few chairs, beds, 
a table, a bookshelf and basic 
kitchen appliances. His daughters’ 
weddings were the same. One 
wedding was held on ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת, and 
the ְסעּוָדה was held on Friday night, 
primarily for family members. The 
other guests were served cake 
and soda. 

Although he was responsible 
for the millions of dollars that 
streamed into the ְיִׁשיָבה, he was 
extremely careful to make sure 
that none of the money was 
tainted by any ִאּסּור. He even 
refused to conduct any financial 
arrangement that involved ֶהֵּתר 

 a valid business partnership) ִעְסָקה
that circumvents the ִאּסּור of ִרִּבית, 
interest).

Once, the ְיִׁשיָבה was offered a 
huge grant from a special fund so 
that it would be able to build a new 
wing. R’ Beinish, however, feared 
that the transfer of the funds 

Before his ְּפִטיָרה, R’ Beinish Finkel ַזַצ״ל called in his son-in-law, 
 ”!over to you ְיִׁשיָבה and said, “I’m giving the ,ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי ִפינקל ַזַצ״ל
and handed ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי, who was learning in ּכֹוֵלל, a list of how 

much each יּונגֶערמַאן received. ר׳ ָנָתן ְצִבי asked innocently, “And how 
do you make the money to give this amount to them?” “I have no 
idea,” admitted R’ Beinish. “ִאיְך נּוצט מַײן ִּבָטחֹון — I used my ִאיר ;ִּבָטחֹון 

 ר׳ ”.ִּבָטחֹון you will have to use your own – .דַארפט נּוצן דַײן אֵײגנֶע ִּבָטחֹון

.fulfilled R’ Beinish’s wish ָנָתן ְצִבי

Source: Yated Ne’eman

 Yahrtzeit of R’ Moshe – 1689 / 5499 ְׁשַבט 21
Galanti ַזַצ״ל, also known as the ָמֵגן (after his ֵסֶפר 
and the episode in which he saved his people). 
He was born in 5449 (1620) in ְצַפת to יֹוָנָתן  and ר׳ 
he later moved to ְירּוָׁשַלִים. His grandfather was a 
קַארֹו of ַּתְלִמיד יֹוֵסף  ָערּוְך of the ְמַחֵּבר the ,ר׳   He .ֻׁשְלָחן 
was vehemently outspoken against ְצִבי  In .ַׁשְּבַתי 
 among his ;ְיִׁשיָבה he founded a large ְירּוָׁשַלִים
ִסיְלָוה was the renowned ַּתְלִמיִדים ִדי  ָדִוד  ֶּבן  ִחְזִקָיא   ר׳ 
– the ְּפִרי ָחָדׁש (printed in most versions of the ֻׁשְלָחן
 ר׳ ְיהּוָדה ַאְרֵיה לֵײּב His grandson was the famous .(ָערּוְך
of Ger – the ְׂשַפת ֱאֶמת. He was most beloved by his 
community but he refused to accept the title of 
Chief Rabbi of ְירּוָׁשַלִים. In his humility, he created a 
new title of ִראׁשֹון ְלִציֹון. 

He wrote ַהָמֵגן   which includes 1,000 ,ֶאֶלף 
ְׁשָלִמים ,ְּתׁשּובֹות ֲחִגיָגה and ְּגָמָרא on ֶזַבח   ַמֶּסֶכת on ָקְרָּבן 
 ,printed in 5488 ְּתׁשּוָבה Maharani Chagiz, in a .ֲחִגיָגה
writes that he follows the ְּבְׁשַבט  custom of his ט״ו 
 ,who was his grandfather, R’ Moshe Galanti ,ֶרִּבי
who would daven to ד׳ that He should renew 
for us a good year for fruits, and he would eat 15 
types of fruit. For each fruit they would learn a ֶּפֶרק
ַהָׁשָנה and ִּבּכּוִרים ,ְּדַמאי completing ,ִמְׁשָניֹות  ר۬אׁש 
(totaling 15 ִּפְרֵקי ִמְׁשָניֹות). 

It is told that there was once a terrible drought in 
 The city leaders declared that if no rain .ְירּוָׁשַלִים
fell within three days all Jews would be driven out 
of the city. The ָמֵגן decreed a fast and instructed 
everyone to daven on the 3rd day at the ֶקֶבר of 
ַהַצִּדיק  He added that they should take their .ִׁשְמעֹון 
raincoats with them. As they passed the city gate 
a guard mocked the people carrying raincoats. 
The ָמֵגן did not leave the ֶקֶבר until the rain began 
to fall in torrents. The people all put on their coats 
and returned to the city. When the guard saw the 
 onto his shoulders and begged ָמֵגן he lifted the ֵנס
forgiveness. The guard was so taken by the  
 that he eventually ֶרִּבי of the people in their ֱאמּוָנה
became a ֵּגר ֶצֶדק.  

This Week in History

involved a ֶהֵּתר ִעְסָקה and was wary 
of accepting the grant.

For many weeks, the ְיִׁשיָבה’s 
administration worked on a plan 
that would circumvent the need 
for a ִעְסָקה  When the grant .ֶהֵּתר 
money finally arrived, R’ Beinish 
went to the bank and, along with 
its director, examined the issue 
from every possible angle. After he 
was certain that it did not involve 
a ִעְסָקה  he agreed to accept ,ֶהֵּתר 
the grant. However, as he stood on 
line in the bank waiting to receive 
the money, he was suddenly 
overcome by tremendous fear.

 he determined then and ”נֵײן!“
there. “I won’t accept it. I am afraid 
of violating a ּתֹוָרה prohibition.” He 
never accepted the grant.

My ַּתְלִמיד, R’ Beinish understood 
Who is the One Who gives 
sustenance and planted the seeds 
of purity that made his ְיִׁשיָבה’s ּתֹוָרה 
eternal. Today, 1000’s of יּונגֶעלַײט 
travel in chartered buses to attend 
the ְיִׁשיָבה, which is now the largest 
.in the world ּכֹוֵלל

     !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Source: Yated Ne’eman

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

How do you daven for a ִׁשּדּוְך for a family 
member or friend?
There is a fascinating ַהְנָהָגה in (ֶּפֶרק א׳) ַׁשְלֵמי ִׂשְמָחה 
(R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ַזַצ״ל) regarding 
the convention for names when davening 
for a ִׁשּדּוְך. When we daven for a חֹוֶלה we refer 
to the חֹוֶלה by that person’s name and his 
mother’s name. Regarding davening for ִׁשּדּוִכים, 
R’ Shlomo Zalman would use the name and 
the father’s name. This is based on the ְּגָמָרא  
 that says that 40 days before a boy is (סֹוָטה ב.)
born a קֹול  The format .ִזּוּוג announces his ַּבת 
used is ַּבת ְּפלֹוִני ֻלְּפלֹוִני, the [daughter] of [a father] 
to [this boy]. This ַהְנָהָגה is not written in any 
 and, if one currently uses the mother’s ְּתׁשּוָבה
name, one should discuss it with a ּפֹוֵסק before 
changing. ָּבִעי ִלָּבא   listens to heartfelt ד׳ – ַרֲחָמָנ׳ 
 even if the exact names are unknown a ;ְּתִפּלֹות
 !will always be heard ְּתִפָּלה



Knock!

Knock!

Knock!

In his later years, the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Yehuda 
Zev Segal ZT”L, would spend his summer in Semmering, Austria 
at a hotel owned by parents of a talmid. A בחור would be 

privileged to accompany him.

The next morning the 
Rosh Yeshiva knocked 

on his neighbor’s door 
to ask forgiveness, but 

no one answered.

The Rosh Yeshiva was 
pained that he missed 
the opportunity to 

ask for forgiveness, 
He asked for the 

woman’s address, 
and wrote a personal 
letter to her, asking 

for mechila for 
disturbing her sleep.

Finally, a letter arrived.

The Rosh Yeshiva was elated that he received a 
clear forgiveness in this world.

He went to the hotel’s owner and 
explained his dilemma.

R’ Yehuda Zev Segal זצ״ל, the Manchester ראׁש ישיבה, was born on י״ז סיון in London, 
U.K., to ר׳ משה יצחק Segal, a close תלמיד of the Alter of Novardok. At age 20, he went 
to ישיבת מיר for 3 years. In 1934, he married יֹוכבד, the daughter of ר׳ שלמה זלמן Cohen, 
a Gerrer חסיד from Gateshead. In 1949, R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the Ponovezher 
Rov, offered him A POSITION On the faculty of Ponovezher ישיבה. However, ד׳ had 
other plans, and, in 1950, R’ Abramsky זצ״ל appointed him to be the Rosh Yeshiva OF 
Manchester. His תפלה ,צדקּות, and התמדה shaped every facet of his life. He designed a
daily, an idea that he called a “passport to הלכֹות לׁשֹון הרע in הלכֹות to learn 2 לּוח

.Heritage Foundation חפץ חיים He was the Rabbinical founder of the .”עֹולם הבא

כ”ב שבט   1910-1993   5670-5753

I need to 
ask mechila from 

the person but no 
one is answering the 

door.

My child, 
Let’s review this 

tosafos again! Nu, 
With zest!

Oh! the lady 
went to bed very 

early last night. She 
had to catch an early 
morning flight back to 

America.

This pshat 
in tosafos is 
gevaltig!… Ok… 
tosafos says…

Oy! We must have 
bothered the person in 
the neighboring room! 

We were too loud!

Rebbi, you look as if 
you might be troubled by 

something.

It has been a 
while since we were at 

the hotel, and that woman 
has not replied to my 

letter. perhaps she hasn’t 
forgiven me.

I’m sorry I didn’t 
respond earlier, it’s just I 

felt so embarrassed. I had no 
idea that I was banging the wall 
of the Rosh Yeshiva and it was 

not even late! Of course I 
forgive the Rosh Yeshiva!

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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