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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Pinchus Hirschsprung ַזַצ״ל, was born in Dokla, 
Poland. His maternal grandfather, R' Dovid Tevli 
ִּדין) ֵּבית  ַאב   / סֹוֶלת  ִמְנַחת   of the Pshevorker Rebbe ֶרִּבי ,(ַּבַעל 

(R' Yankele), the Klausenberger Rebbe and others, was his ֶרִּבי. At 13, he 
published ְּפִרי ִּפְנָחס. By 15, he was editing the monthly ּתֹוָרה journal of ְּגדֹוֵלי ִיְׂשָרֵאל, 
ּתֹוָרה לּוְּבִלין He joined .אֶ۬הל  ַחְכֵמי   ,ַזַצ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,ֶרִּבי where his ,ְיִׁשיָבה 
attested that ִּפְנָחס ֶּפה—ְּגָמָרא of ַדִּפים knew 2,200 ר׳   He fled to Vilna !ְּבַעל 
during WWII. After securing a Canadian visa, he accepted the position of 
 opened, he ְיִׁשיַבת ֶמְרָּכז ַהּתֹוָרה in Montreal in 1942. When ָרב ְדְקִהַּלת ַעַדת ְיׁשּורּון
became אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה  Chief Rabbi of Montreal. His ,גאב״ד ָהִעיר He was elected .ר۬
.ֶחֶסד and ִצְדקּות was matched only by his ְּגאֹונּות

 כ"ז טבת
5672 - 5758
1912 - 1999

While yet a ָּבחּור, R' Pinchus Hirschsprung 
ֻמְבָהק a ,ַזַצ״ל  ,ַזַצ״ל of R' Meir Shapiro ַּתְלִמיד 
took over the position of the ּבֹוֵחן, tester, 
for ַּתְלִמיִדים applying to the ְיִׁשיָבה after the 
 ,ְּבַעל ֶּפה ,This meant being fluent .ְּפִטיָרה s'ֶרִּבי
in 400 ַּדֵּפי ְּגָמָרא. Inscribed on his ֶקֶבר are the 
words, “ַזַצ״ל ַׁשִּפיָרא  ַרּבֹו הגר״מ  ֶׁשל  ַנְפׁשֹו   — ְוָאהּוב 
He was the beloved of the soul of his ֶרִּבי, the 
 R' Shapiro, once ,ֶרִּבי His ”.ַזַצ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ָּגאֹון
remarked, "It would have been ְּכַדאי, worth it, for me 
to open the ְיִׁשיָבה ַחְכֵמי לּוְּבִלין just for this one ַּתְלִמיד!"  

Gedolim Glimpses

ַתי ֶאת ַעִּמי ְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל   א ִיְׁשַמע ֲאֵלֶכם… ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת ִצְבא۬  ֲאִני ַאְקֶׁשה ֶאת ֵלב ַּפְרע۬ה… ְול۬
… ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים

And I shall harden ה  s heart … And he will not listen to you … And I’ַּפְרע۬
shall take out My legions, My people ְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל, from the land of Egypt…” 
(ְׁשמֹות ז׳:ג׳,ד׳)

Why was it necessary to harden ה  s heart? What would have’ַּפְרע۬
been different if ה  would have allowed the Jews to leave? R' Chaim ַּפְרע۬
Friedlander ז״ל explains: Had ה  ְּבֵני s demand that’מֶׁ۬שה listened to ַּפְרע۬

 be released from Egypt, we might be grateful in some manner ִיְׂשָרֵאל
to ה  .to be thankful to anyone but Him ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל did not want הקב״ה .ַּפְרע۬
Consequently, He created a situation where it was obvious that only 
.ִמְצַרִים without any “assistance” – took us out of – הקב״ה

The ִמְדָרׁש teaches us the extent to which we must recognize our 
benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person. מֶׁ۬שה

 ,who was striking a Jew. When this became known ִמְצִרי killed a ַרֵּבינּו
 was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came מֶׁ۬שה
to ִמְדָין. One day, as ִיְתרֹו’s daughters were pushed away by the local 
shepherds, מֶׁ۬שה stepped in and dispersed the would-be attackers. 
When the girls came home, they told ִיְתרֹו that an ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי had rescued 
them. The simple explanation is that מֶׁ۬שה was dressed like a ִמְצִרי, so 
they thought that it was a ִמְצִרי who had intervened on their behalf.

The ִמְדָרׁש interprets the words differently by first citing a ָמָׁשל. A man 

is bitten by a wasp and runs to the river to cool off the stinging bite. 
Arriving at the river, he sees a child drowning and jumps in to save 
him. The child tells the man, “If not for you, I would have drowned.” 
The man replies, “If not for the wasp, I would not have been here to 
save you.”

When ִיְתרֹו’s daughters thanked מֶׁ۬שה for saving them, he told them, 
“Do not thank me; thank the ִמְצִרי that I killed. If not for him, I would not 
be here today.” Thus, when ִיְתרֹו’s daughters spoke of a ִמְצִרי having 
saved them, they were referring to the ִמְצִרי whom מֶׁ۬שה had killed. 
The words of ִיְתרֹו’s daughters can be interpreted as, “a ִמְצִרי rescued 
us” – the ִמְצִרי who was the cause of מֶׁ۬שה’s running away is what saved 
them. 

In our case, ד׳ did not want us to have any trace of gratitude towards 
ה ה The purpose of hardening .ַּפְרע۬  to ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל s heart was to direct’ַּפְרע۬
give praises and thanks only to ד׳. If ִיְׂשָרֵאל  would have departed ְּבֵני 
from Egypt with misdirected gratitude, it would have undermined the 
entire ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים and would have distorted its important lessons.

There are many valuable lessons we can learn from the fact that 
ה did not want ד׳  to receive any recognition. However, there is one ַּפְרע۬
important lesson that is easily overlooked: We must carefully think 
about all the people who help us (daily, weekly or even once in a 
lifetime) and then thank them all.

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לע״נ יחזקאל בן לייב ע"ה
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

Dear Talmid,

R' Pinchus Hirschsprung 
 Chief Rabbi of ,ַזַצ״ל

Montreal, was not only known for 
his brilliant mind, but also for his 
sensitive heart that was always open 
to help a fellow Jew in trouble. There 
were times when he was only able 
to accomplish his remarkable acts 
of ֶחֶסד by fusing both of these ַמֲעלֹות, 
special attributes, together.

 Once, a ִײד in Montreal was in 
need of assistance from the Polish 
government. Although the Polish 
Consulate General was in Montreal, 
since the issue was sensitive, the 
best solution was having a face-
to-face meeting with the Polish 
ambassador in the Embassy 
(stationed in Ottawa, over a 2-hour 
journey from Montreal). The man 
asked that R' Pinchus accompany 
him and testify on his behalf. The ָרב 
graciously agreed to travel the 125-
mile trip to help his fellow Jew.

The ִײד picked up R' Hirschsprung 
at the appointed time. While en 
route, the ָרב skimmed through all 
the documents the man had put 
together. One "non-important" item in 
the car was a Polish book written by 
this same ambassador. Being fluent 

R' Pinchus Hirschsprung ַזַצ״ל, the Chief Rabbi of Montreal, 

was beloved by his entire community. He once divulged to 

his daughter that if he would be judged harshly in עֹוָלם ַהָּבא, 

the next world, for ֲעֵברֹות ֵּבין ָאָדם ַלָּמקֹום, he would accept it; but if he 

would be judged harshly on ֲעֵברֹות ֵּבין ָאָדם ַלֲחֵברֹו, he would protest. 

ִײד!" ַא  גֶעטׁשֶעּפֶעט  ִניׁשט  לֶעּבן  מַײן  ִאין  הָאּב   I have never in my life — ִאיְך 

caused anguish to another Jew!"    

Source: Jewish Community Council of Montreal (write-up)

טֹוב B.C.E. – This day is a 320 / 3442 ֵטֵבת 25  יֹום 
called יֹום ַהר ְּגִרִּזים, the day designated to celebrate 
the victory over the ּכּוִתים, Samaritans, whose 
house of worship was on ְּגִרִּזים ְּגָמָרא The .ַהר 

 recounts that this was the day of a historic (יּוָמא ס״ט.)
meeting between ַהַצִּדיק  and Alexander the ִׁשְמעֹון 
Great of Macedonia. The ּכּוִתים, bitter enemies of the 
Jews, had convinced Alexander that the ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש 
should be destroyed. Alexander and his army 
headed towards ְירּוָׁשַלִים together with the ּכּוִתים. 
ַהַצִּדיק  went to meet the emperor with a ִׁשְמעֹון 
delegation of ֲחָכִמים  When Alexander .ַּתְלִמיֵדי 
noticed the prestigious group from afar, he 
asked the ּכּוִתים, “Who are these people?” They 
disparagingly remarked that these were the Jews 
seeking to rebel against the king. 

When ַהַצִּדיק  dressed in the garments of a ,ִׁשְמעֹון 
ָּגדֹול  ,was in full view ,[that were never used] ּכֵ۬הן 
Alexander dismounted his horse and prostrated 
himself at ַהַצִּדיק  s feet. The people were’ִׁשְמעֹון 
shocked at this highly unusual behavior. With 
great respect and awe, Alexander explained 
that this righteous man, dressed in these exact 
garments, was the vision he dreamed before 
winning every battle. The emperor then asked 
ַהַצִּדיק  to explain the purpose of this ִׁשְמעֹון 
encounter. ַהַצִּדיק  rhetorically asked, “Is it ִׁשְמעֹון 
fitting that the House that prays for your success 
and the success of your nation should have 
people seeking its destruction?” Alexander was 
flabbergasted and asked who would dare harm 
such a holy place. ִׁשְמעֹון ַהַצִּדיק turned to the ּכּוִתים 
and said, “These ּכּוִתים!” Alexander the Great gave 
orders that the ּכּוִתים be annihilated, and they were 
destroyed together with their house of worship.

This Week in History

in Polish, R' Hirschsprung glanced 
through the book rapidly. When 
they entered the ambassador's 
office, he began to recite the entire 
message of the book to the amazed 
diplomat. The ambassador smiled. 
R' Hirschsprung had spoken about 
a topic that warmed his heart. He 
spread his arms wide and said, 
“Rabbi, anything I can do for you, I 
will.”

My ַּתְלִמיד, R' Hirschsprung was 
already doing a great ֶחֶסד just by 
accompanying this Jew on a long 
journey which took many hours of 
his time. He was a ָּגאֹון and ַמְתִמיד 
who spent every moment of his 
time in ּתֹוָרה learning. He surely could 
have spent his precious time in the 
car occupied in learning. Instead, 
he extended his ֶחֶסד by using his 
genius to digest the contents of a 
diplomat’s book that he hoped could 
help in his ֶחֶסד mission. ּתֹוָרה study is 
the greatest ִמְצָוה of all, but there is 
a time for ֶחֶסד. The ָרב taught us one 
must perform that ֶחֶסד using the 
same ּכֹוחֹות as one uses for learning 
       .ּתֹוָרה

        !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

 Story adapted from: JCC of Montreal (write-up)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

ֶקר ְוָצֳהָרִים  …מֹוִדים … ְוַעל … ְוטֹובֹוֶתיָך ֶׁשְּבָכל ֵעת, ֶעֶרב ָוב۬

Thank You … For Your goodness [in our lives] … 
which occurs at all times — evening, morning 
and afternoon … 

There are several opinions about how to 
understand the meaning of ְוָצֳהָרִים ֶקר  ָוב۬  .ֶעֶרב 
יֹוֵסף  understands these words to mean: We ֵעץ 
thank You, ד׳ … for the miracles that occur daily, 
and the wonders and goodness that occur at 
all times — in the evening (ֶעֶרב) when danger is 
rampant; in the morning (ֶקר  and afternoon (ב۬
ְּתִפָּלה .when dangers can still occur (ָצֳהָרִים)  ִעּיּון 
explains that ְוָצֳהָרִים ֶקר  ָוב۬  ,ַמֲעִריב refers to ֶעֶרב 
 ד׳ ,respectively — We thank You ִמְנָחה and ַׁשֲחִרית
… in every ַמֲעִריב ,ְּתִפָּלה (evening), ַׁשֲחִרית (morning) 
and ִמְנָחה (afternoon), for the miracles that occur 
daily, and the wonders and goodness that occur 
at all times! 



Questions    week רש"י

Understanding Davening

Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף ה׳ 

*Shlomie was sent by his ֶרִּבי to the ְמַנֵהל’s office again. This time he was 
to pick up his prize for learning during ַהְזַמִנים  When he arrived the .ֵּבין 
door was shut and the ‘Do not disturb’ sign was displayed. The voices of 
the ְמַנֵהל and the three members of the office staff were loud enough for 
Shloime to hear. The ְמַנֵהל was preparing them for a visit from a wealthy 
donor the next day. One staff member said that he heard that the man 
promises but never gives what he promises. 
Is Shlomie allowed to repeat what he heard to his friends?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. How did מֶׁ۬שה convey to ַּפְרע۬ה the precise time when ַמַּכת ָּבָרד 
would happen?

2. According to the ִמְדָרׁש, at which ַמָּכה did הקב״ה lift מֶׁ۬שה 
above the heavens?

 and said, “Tomorrow when the sun ּפְרע۬ה drew a marking on the wall for מׁשה .1
will reach this point, the hail will descend.” (9:18) ד״ה ּכֵעת ָמָחר

2. According to the הקב״ה ,ִמְדָרׁש lifted מׁשה above the heavens at ׂשְפֵתי .ַמּכת ּבָרד 

 ,had dominion only over the earth; now מׁשה ,ַמּכת ּבָרד explains that until ֲחָכִמים
(9:22) ד״ה ַעל ַהּׁשַמִים .dominion over the heavens as well מׁשה gave הקב״ה

What Goes Around Comes AroundLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched By a Story 2 (ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  If one said ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in the wrong season of the year and already completed ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון, he must repeat ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה.

 •  If one said ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in the wrong season and realizes his mistake before saying the last ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון, he returns to ָּבֵרְך 

.and continues from there ָעֵלינּו

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
 ְוֵתן ַטל וּוָמָטר ִלְבָרָכה*

Answer: Of course not. Even though the ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע was said to a group of three people, the ְמַנֵהל and 
the office staff are ִיְרֵאי ׁשַמִים, and it cannot be assumed that the ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע that was mentioned will be 
repeated to a third party.  

…ַוּי۬אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל מֶׁ۬שה ֱאמ۬ר ֶאל ַאֲהר۬ן ַקח ַמְּטָך

And ה׳ said to מֶׁ۬שה, “Say to ן (ְׁשמֹות ז׳:י״ט) ”’...Take your staff‘ ,ַאֲהר۬

ן  explains that ַרִׁש״י .was designated to strike the river ,מֶׁ۬שה not ,ַאֲהר۬
the river had protected the infant מֶׁ۬שה when his mother placed his 
basket in it. It would be wrong for him to be the instrument to inflict a 
plague upon it. If the ּתֹוָרה considers it proper to show gratitude to an 
inanimate object, which has no feelings, surely one must be careful to 
show gratitude to a fellow man who has very strong feelings.

*

Baruch Malinowitz is a great Jewish philanthropist. His charitable 
donations have helped thousands of individuals as well as countless 
 Baruch and his family travel to ,ֻסּכֹות institutions. Each year on ּתֹוָרה
spend the יֹום טֹוב in ְירּוָׁשַלִים. One year, he decided to hire a ַּגַּבאי ְצָדָקה, 
R' Dovid Ellenson. This individual was hired not to relieve him of the 
responsibility of dealing with the requests, but to allow him the time 
to listen to each story. 

Baruch would hand each person a card to give to R' Ellenson. There 
were 5 different cards, each with a code — which only Baruch and 
R' Ellenson knew — denoting a specific amount of money. However, 
there was one additional interesting stipulation — if he ever felt that 
Baruch had misjudged the situation, R' Ellenson had full rights to 
overrule Baruch’s judgment and substitute his own assessment. The 
system worked perfectly for the first 2 weeks, until R' Yitzchak Kleiner 
walked through the door.

R' Kleiner came to Baruch in tears and began, “Twenty-two years 
ago my nephew was born with a growth near his brain. Since this was a 
non-threatening tumor, the doctors advised against surgery. Now the 
young man is engaged and the tumor just became aggressive. The 
doctors have warned that without surgery he has less than 3 months 
to live. Only the doctors in America are willing to operate. But there is 
no insurance —” 

Moved by R' Kleiner’s story, Baruch tried to reassure him and gave 
him the highest-level card, indicating that R' Ellenson should give him 
the largest allotted donation. 

The next morning there was a knock on Baruch’s door. It was R' 
Ellenson, his ַּגַּבאי ְצָדָקה.

“I was hoping you would come. I know exactly what this is about.” 

But Baruch had no idea what his trusted ַּגַּבאי was about to tell him.

“I have to share with you an incredible story. Twenty-four years 
ago my wife and I lived in an apartment. We had a 2-year-old and a 
3-month-old. One day a terrible fire broke out. My wife thought that I 
had run out with both of our children, but I had taken only our oldest. 
We looked at each other and realized what had happened. We were 
crying and begging the firemen to allow us to go back for our baby, 
but they insisted that if we went back upstairs we would never come 
down alive. Providentially, at that very moment, a bus returning from 
Tel Aviv stopped at the behest of a thoughtful passenger who insisted 
on getting off to see if he could help. He was informed of the situation 
and was warned not to attempt to go upstairs. But — thankfully — he 
ignored this warning. He unobtrusively made his way to the back of 
the building, climbed the fire escape and, through Herculean efforts, 
saved the baby’s life and delivered him back into his mother’s arms.” 

R' Ellenson looked at Baruch, tears rolling down his cheeks. “The 
man who saved my child’s life is R' Moshe Kleiner — the sick boy’s 
father.” 

Regaining his composure, R' Ellenson continued, “The ַהְׁשָגָחה ְפָרִטית 
is obvious. Twenty-four years ago he saved my child’s life and now 
he needs me to help save his son’s life. What would my life be if he 
hadn’t been there at that moment? I owe him everything. I beg you to 
please help the boy have a fighting chance to live.” 

Baruch needed no further encouragement. He covered the entire 
cost of the surgery, and the young man’s life was saved.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.



Once, a wealthy man came to visit the Chofetz Chaim.

After seeing how much it meant to him, the 
Chofetz Chaim accepted the gloves.

A few days later, the Chofetz Chaim boarded a train with 
a few of his תלמידים. He was traveling to an important 

meeting.

Without hesitation, the Chofetz Chaim 
immediately removed the second glove from 

his pocket and quickly threw it out of the 
train window.

A gust of wind suddenly came...

The fur-lined gloves were placed in the Chofetz Chaim’s 
coat pocket.

R’ Yisroel Meir HaKohen Kagan זצ״ל was born in Zhetel, Poland. After his father was 
 when he was 10 years old, his mother moved to Vilna to further his learning. At נפטר
the age of 17, he married his stepfather’s daughter and settled in Radin. He subsisted 
on the proceeds of a small grocery store which his wife managed and he did the 
“bookkeeping”. In 1869, he opened the Radin ישיבה. His name is based on his first work, 
the ספר חפץ חיים, the first comprehensive ספר solely on the laws of לׁשֹון הרע. He later 
wrote 24 other ספרים, including his magnum opus, the משנה ברּורה, which he spent 25 
years writing. As one of the founders of אגּודת ישראל, the חפץ חיים was very involved 
in Jewish affairs and all of his ספרים were written in order to help improve כלל ישראל.

כ”ד אלול   1838-1933   5598-5693

My son, if someone is going to 
find the first glove, he will have no use 

for it on its own. The other glove is of no 
use to me. May the person who finds the 
first glove at least be able to make use 

of both of them.

It’s a little 
stuffy in here.

Rebbi! One of 
your gloves just 
blew out of the 

window!I’ll open the 
window.

Rebbi?!?

Rabbeinu, 
the winters are frigid 

in this part of Russia and 
I would like to show my 
appreciation by leaving 

Rebbi these.

Please - Rebbi, I 
insist. It will mean a 
lot to me if the Rav 

accepts.These are an 
expensive pair of 
fur-lined gloves 
- Thank you! But 
I cannot accept 

these...

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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