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Torah! hougnts

N8N AN TR WN DN N2 M.
...7W9's army and all his children went down like a stone into the
deep sea (M8 Tivn).

That the Egyptian army drowned is documented and well
known. But where do we find that any Egyptian children drowned?
Were these children part of the Egyptian army? If so, why were they
singled out as children? If they were not part of n¥19’s army, where
do we find that the Egyptian army brought along children?
Furthermore, why did they die along with n¥9’s army?

The former Gateshead Rov, R’ Bezalel Rakow Y7yy,
answered these questions based on y7an7’s difficulty in 7:n» D127
The D109 says: ... PO D2 M) NN PN YN ... DN N7 NYY WN)

and 7 caused them to perish until this day — the yram1 asks, the
Egyptian people who drowned are definitely not around today. What
is the meaning of the extra words until this day? How do we
understand this?

The yranp7 answers with a fascinating X1y jyan. The janx
N7ty writes that not only did the entire Egyptian army suffer death by
drowning, but every one of their children that remained in the world

Yahrtzeits ¢ Gedolim

1505 U775 Hr¥Y \NOD NKYY M, the famous 7 12 ax and pRIs of Vilna,
f:;: - fggg was born in Vilna to nyin Y812 1, the Vilna 1. In his youth
he learned under his father and then his older brother,
onoNa (YD NN). As a young child, nido¥ 1 was known for his diligence and
devotion to N7im study. He pored over various old manuscripts and edited
the famous Vilna Edition ¢ (published by o7x DynX) NYRYNGD). His owaTn
were printed together with the ©#¥ under the name nikb¥ pYnN. He also
wrote the NKIYY PYN on ¥Mwa 779 M0 and NN, His 0190 include >¥Tn
T'YI0R, NEOY P2 Ny, DY Oy, among others. His only son, op7ax M
Y50 AP, succeeded him. His great-grandson was 0Ny /7 Partzovitz 971.
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also died. The sins of these people who chased after bxqv> »a were
far greater than the ones who remained in Egypt. They had lived
through the open miracles of the ten plagues and yet they still were
willing to fight against the Jewish nation.

A person with such ¥9) non to do an N7y leaves an
everlasting impression on his family. Therefore, his descendants must
be destroyed from this world. This is the meaning of the words Ty
mn o¥»n — until this day. Today, there are no living descendants of
any of the Egyptian warriors.

The Gateshead 27 explained that the words 71 92) — and
all his children — in 78 vyn does not refer to NY19’s children but
rather to the descendants of the Egyptian army. They were
destroyed because of their parents’ wickedness.

g tells us (3:79 MINY), 1Y DTN SY N2 N0 DTN
...DINp YnN2 NNX — the measure of good [that /7rewards] is greater
than the measure of punishment [by a ratio of] one to five hundred ...
If the w9) noN to do an M2y could have such a negative impact,
how much more so must this concept hold true when parents
demonstrate w9) nPon for performing a Myn. Their positive attitude
towards doing the my¥n will endure and give life to their descendants

forever.
Adapted from a 7ww by: Rabbi Chaim Kaufman 57yt

Gedolim Glimpses

The mpn »1Y, 3PN 0»N 1 Medini 5783, writes
regarding the N>y pyn, Y78y a0 NiddY M,
that he was given the honorary title of 3
997y by his peers. He continues, “.. his
encyclopedic knowledge revealed many
secrets of the mim... the brilliance of his
revelations can be compared to a 973 0>
entering the holiest, innermost chamber of

the ¥TpnD ™3, 01)99) 190!” ( NN THN STV

N MIN X YD 018NN P1). The 0”0 Nan chose
the nidbw pYn to give his NP2YN on his magnum
opus, the N2 Mwn!
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Living w:Torah

. APONDD NIy NDan NI,
... And he [9D»] came home to do his work ..." (N>: 05 PYNI2)

The X793 (:19 NVIV), relates that *0 271 was asked: How is
it possible that qp¥, a 17-year-old boy [who had been cut off from his
family, was living in the immoral Egyptian society, and was appointed
to a very prestigious position in the household of an influential
minister], was able to withstand the strong pressures from the
minister’s wife?

The N explains: 991> saw a vision of his father apy» in the
window. He said to him, "q9», in the future your brothers’ names will
be inscribed among the stones of the Tiax, and your name will be
together with them. Do you want your name to be blotted out from
among the names on the Tiax?"

When qoi heard that, he was able to withstand the test.
This fear of forever losing his connection to his family and his roots is
what held him back from sinning. 99¥ could not bear the thought of
the shame of being cut off from the future and having to face his
father.

o} ot ot Jof

Tzvi Staubler stood there fidgeting. He felt he needed a
change and he planned to move in a different direction. He was not
sure what the ©»n Xon was going to say to him and he surely did not
know what he was going to answer. But one thing he knew for
certain: N7IM Judaism and all that came along with it were no longer
for him. He did not like learning, much of his life was meaningless and
empty, and he felt like an outsider most of the time. He was just not
interested in the N7im life anymore, and although his parents and
good friends tried to reason with him, he remained unmoved and
implacable.

One can imagine Tzvi’s surprise when he received a
message that the famous ©»n an wanted to see him. There was no
way out; he could not dare to say “No!” to the renowned leader of

Chofetz Chaim

D IV N 555 Y97 PYUS 5 NN 190

*Purim fever was in the air in the n2>v>. During their lunch break, the o2
would discuss setting up their groups for collecting on ©)a. R' Yosef was
sitting at the table, listening as Eli was pleading with Levi to let him join his
group. R' Yosef remembered that in previous years, Levi had gotten himself
into trouble over ©99, and this year the ©73n2 in Levi’s group were similar
to those in previous years. R' Yosef spoke to Eli, advising him not to join
Levi’s group, telling Eli the reason why.
When can a »39 or a spouse say ¥ P
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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What Will They Say? (Part II)

the generation. He walked into the room and although he was
somewhat intimidated in the presence of the n7im giant, he was
determined not to compromise. He had decided that he was no
longer interested in being a religious Jew. He wanted to live without
any yoke and get to taste the “free world.”

The elderly P78 spoke softly to the rebellious youth, but no
matter what he said, nothing seemed to make an impression. Finally
the ©»n Yon looked at Tzvi and said, “You know, Tzvi, | knew your
grandfather. He was a wonderful person. | also remember when your
father got married and when you were born.”

The defiant young man seemed to let down his guard just a
bit. They spoke for a few moments about his grandfather, the
relationship the boy had had with him, and how much he had loved
him. The ©»n Xan reminisced about his childhood relationship with
Tzvi’s grandfather.

And then the ©»n \an continued, “It won’t be long before |
too am going to die. And when | do, | am probably going to see your
grandfather. | imagine he is going to ask me if | ever saw his einikel,
his grandson. And of course | will tell him that | have seen him.”

At this point, Tzvi’s guard was breaking down as he feared
the inevitable conclusion of this conversation. He had loved his
grandfather very much, and he remembered his grandfather’s love
for him. He pictured the scenario the ©»n \an described, cringing at
the shameful thought of his zeide seeing him now.

“And when | tell your zeide that | have seen you, he is going
to ask me how you are doing.”

By now the ©»n ¥an’s soft eyes were filling with tears.

“Tzvi, what will | tell him?”

The question hung in the air as Tzvi’s soft, muffled cries
could be heard. “I am sorry, Zeide, | am so sorry ... You were always

so proud of your einikel ... | won’t let you down!”
Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W1 Questions

1. How did '7 squelch the slander spread by 19>0ia nyn against her
faithful servant qpy?

2. We learn from the words of the last P09 that the opwnn W
“forgot” qu¥» twice. When were these 2 “forgetful” occasions?
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e |f one forgot to recite o>®dn by during Y190 No7a or MiNY e If one does not realize the error until after saying the

MY and realizes this error before reaching the name of
"7 in the next N3, one should go back to ©*®N Yy and

continue from there.

name of 1, one does not repeat 1D N272 or MINY
nIwy.

“Since we only discuss 1-3nis77. it is important to consider these nisq in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.



Focus

Dear Talmid,

The lineage of nidby
918y Y050, the YT M2 an of Vilna
(often referred to as the o¥owy
of Lithuania), dates back to the
family of yndn soy. Similar to his
forefather, he served as a
beloved leader for forty years. He
became a legend in his own time
for his classic works, Ni>Y pwn,
NHoY P2 N and DXYIND Ny,
yet he was extremely modest
and would try to avoid being
openly active in community
affairs. It is said that in niabY 's
later years when he went to shul
together with other people and
the men in shul would rise in his
honor, he would tell those who
accompanied him that these
respectful people wanted to
perform the beautiful N34
NDINT  of rising before the
elderly.

NPoY M was known in
the 79im world as a master of
n2910. Throughout the Diaspora,
0”321 and laymen alike would
send him their difficult nioxy.
The ©»n Nan was a close friend
of nNi¥bY M. It is said that he
chose the N>y pyn to give his

Sage

79290 on the N2 MYN not
only because he was a master of
n29n, but because of  his
astounding knowledge of nisbn
that pertain to ©%»n> serving in
the w1pnn M*2.

The o»n Nan lived every
moment preparing for nwn and
he even opened a Y715 ©YTR so
that ©10> should be well versed
in MR Niohn. The o»N XIN is
quoted as saying that the pwn
noY learned the nidhp with
such depth and clarity that when
nvn will arrive he will be ready
immediately and will have at his
fingertips all the 577 that a >
needs to know to serve in the ma
vTpnN.

My Tnpm, both D%,
the bYW pyn and the 0»n \an,
were known for their modesty
and for their longing for novn.
They lived every moment with a
higher purpose. They taught by
example that the ultimate world
will be the world nwnD Nx*12
WY N70KRa, and that today’s
honor is fleeting — it passes like
a cloud!
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A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

The NibY pYN, 581 105D NDY 1, was once reviewing a difficult
NNy and had on the table a rare 999 N220: 12 DM W27
02N (a well-known 1nHm of the ¥Ny who lived from 1290-
1350). When nib¥ 1 returned from shul, he was informed that
there had been a robbery in his home. He immediately ran to
his study and checked the ©0™99. When he saw that the 1322
pm? was still on the table, he said with a big sigh of relief, “ ont
...10722) YOO WYy — These were not very good thieves...!”

Source: Heard around the nav table

Understanding

.. )PI97 5Y) OO0 )
[We thank /7...] for the miracles and for
the redemptions...

The word 372 is found in the npw of Sy
0931 for both 1)2¥x and 7199. What does
it mean? The ow)» of the word Ny,
salvation, is X319 ( MYY> yMP» onn 'y
v ). If nywy is the understanding
here, we have two problems: 1) we repeat
the thought with the words niywmnn 5y,
and 2) it is interesting that the word 72
is Aramaic and all the other words of b5y
0PN are VPN 1WH. The 0N1aNT RDIDY
suggests that it comes from the word
9%y NP9, breaking free of the yoke, and
refers to freedom from the dominion of
the ©)Y. He uses the word 09V, ruler, to
demonstrate that ¥Tpn yi¥7 can have an
Aramaic-like ending.
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This Week

25" 1595 5519 / 1758 — vy of R' Shlomo
Zalman Kramer of Vilna Y73y, father of the N7,
the Gaon of Vilna y9n . R' Shlomo Zalman
was born c. 5455 / 1695 in Vilna, Lithuania, to
R' Yissachar Ber. On his father’s side he was a
descendant of R' Eliyahu Chassid, the son of R'
Moshe Kramer, 17 of Vilna; on his mother’s
side, of the Be’er HaGolah, R' Moshe Ravkash.
R' Shlomo Zalman, a 021 TnYn, was renowned
for his piety. He married Treina, the daughter of
R' Meir, who was the son of R' Binyamin Wolf of
Seltz (near Grodno), Byelorussia.

R" Shlomo Zalman dedicated his life
to learning n1im. He was supported by the
income from the estates of his maternal
grandfather, the Be’er HaGolah, who
appreciated his talents and goals, and allocated
him this part of the inheritance.

On the first day of npg, 5480 / 1720,
the home of R' Shlomo Zalman was filled
with NN as a baby boy was born. This boy,
named 39N, went on to become one of the
foremost leaders of Jewry of all time who
enlightens Sx7¥> 593 to this very day — the
Gaon of Vilna.

R" Shlomo Zalman was a community
leader in Vilna and was active in 522 work. In his
humility he asked that no elaborate titles be
written on his nayn.






