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One morning in summer camp, Reb Leizer 
Geldzahler was on his way to the Beis 

Medrash for morning Seder.

Without hesitation, he took the boy by the 
hand and headed toward the parking lot.

A while later, the two arrived 
at the Viener Camp.

If there was one thing Reb Leizer couldn’t 
accept, it was a dream unfulfilled. He drove 

over an hour to the amusement park.

It was highly unusual for the Rosh Yeshivah to be 
late for morning seder, and he explained what had 

happened to the puzzled bachurim in the Beis Medrash.

Reb Leizer then notified one the Rebbeim. 
He immediately drove back to his camp 
and went straight to the Beis Medrash.

...Reb Leizer asked the Rebbi for the destination of the 
grand trip. He returned to his car with the boy, got onto 

the highway and continued to the amusement park.

ט‘ כסלו  2004 - 1958  5765 - 5719

R’ Eliezer Geldzahler זצ״ל was born to R’ Eliyahu Yehoshua and Rebbetzin Henny (daughter 
of R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זצ״ל). He learned in his father’s yeshiva, Ohr Yisroel; in 
Shaarei Yosher under R’ Yosef Rosenblum, שליט״א; in South Fallsburg under R’ Elya Ber 
Wachtfogel, שליט״א; in Brisk under R’ Dovid Soloveitchik, שליט״א, and later in Lakewood 
under R’ Shneur Kotler זצ״ל. He married Baila Twerski, daughter of R’ Michel and Rebbetzin 
Faige Twerski, in 1980. After a few years, he became ראש כולל in the כולל founded by R’ 
Chaim Moshe Strulowitz. In 1995 he became ראש ישיבה under the Chernobyler Rebbe of 
Boro Park. In 1998, he opened his own yeshiva, Ohr Yisroel, in Williamsburg. He was a 
truly beloved and innovative ראש ישיבה, who will be remembered for his vibrant

.world חנוך and how he changed the יראת שמים

We’re here! 
Enjoy your 

trip!

Rebbe! Thank you 
so much! Oh! I see 

some of my friends 
waving to me over 

there! Bye!

Mein Kind! To a 
child, a grand trip comes 

after weeks of waiting, and 
it’s the conversation for the 
next few weeks afterwards. 

You need to understand each 
child and put yourself in his 

shoes!

But Rebbi - it 
was just a few 
hours of fun he 

was missing...

Excuse me, 
where are the 
buses leaving 
for the grand 

trip?

Ok, let’s 
see if we can 

catch up with the 
buses... So, tell 

me, do you enjoy 
camp?

Of course! I 
love camp!

What are 
you learning 

with your 
Rebbi?

Oy! that is a real 
problem, and b’ezras 

Hashem I will drive you 
there. Which day camp 

is it?

Yingele, 
why are you 

crying?

Rebbi! Rebbi! 
thank you! The 

Viener day camp...

Rebbi, I just 
missed the ride to 
my Day Camp, and 

today is the grand 
trip!

The Rosh Yeshivah chatted with the boy as if he had nothing else 
on his mind. Meanwhile, back at camp, the bachurim all wondered 

where he was.

Oy! the 
buses left 
about 15 

minutes ago!
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The דֵי חֶמֶד יָּהוּ ,שְׂ קִּ זְׂ ים חִּ  writes ,זַצַ״ל Medini ר׳ חַיִּ
regarding the לֺמֺה לֺמֺה הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל ,חֵשֶק שְׂ  ,ר׳ שְׂ
that he was given the honorary title of  כֺהֵן
דוֹל  by his peers. He continues, “... his גָּ
encyclopedic knowledge revealed many 
secrets of the ה  the brilliance of his …תּוֹרָּ
revelations can be compared to a דוֹל  כֺהֵן גָּ
entering the holiest, innermost chamber of 
the ש דָּ קְׂ ים ,בֵית הַמִּ נִּ פְׂ לִּ נַי וְׂ פְׂ שדי חמד מערכת ) ”!לִּ
ים The .(בין המצרים סימן א אות ה פֵץ חַיִּ  chose חָּ
the לֺמֺה ה to give his חֵשֶק שְׂ מָּ כָּ  on his magnum הַסְׂ
opus, the ה רוּרָּ ה בְׂ נָּ שְׂ   !מִּ

kg"b vcw hjzetk g"v hckjy"t rw khhc b”h

TorahThoughts

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

מְצוּלָה.… רְעוֹ יָרְדוּ כְאֶבֶן בִּ רְעֺה וְכָל זַּ חֵיל פַּ  
רְעֺה …פַּ ’s army and all his children went down like a stone into the 

deep sea (מָעוֹז צוּר). 
 That the Egyptian army drowned is documented and well 
known. But where do we find that any Egyptian children drowned? 
Were these children part of the Egyptian army? If so, why were they 
singled out as children? If they were not part of רְעֺה   s army, where’פַּ
do we find that the Egyptian army brought along children?            
Furthermore, why did they die along with רְעֺה  ?s army’פַּ
 The former Gateshead Rov, R’ Bezalel Rakow ״ל צַּ  ,זַּ
answered these questions based on ״ן מְבַּ ים י״א:ד׳ s difficulty in’רַּ  .דְבָרִּ
The פָסוּק says:  ם יִּ צְרַּ אֲשֶר עָשָה לְחֵיל מִּ יף אֶת מֵי יַּם סוּף … וַּ …אֲשֶר הֵצִּ
זֶה יּוֹם הַּ ד הַּ בְדֵם ד׳ עַּ יְאַּ  and what He did to the army of Egypt … over — וַּ
whom He swept the water of the Sea of Reeds … and ד׳ caused them 
to perish until this day. On these last words, זֶה יּוֹם הַּ ד הַּ בְדֵם ד׳ עַּ יְאַּ  — וַּ
and ד׳ caused them to perish until this day — the ״ן מְבַּ  asks, the רַּ
Egyptian people who drowned are definitely not around today. What 
is  the  meaning  of  the  extra  words  until  this  day?  How  do  we 
understand this? 
 The ״ן מְבַּ בְן עֶזְרָא answers with a fascinating רַּ בְן  The .אִּ אִּ
 writes that not only did the entire Egyptian army suffer death by עֶזְרָא
drowning, but every one of their children that remained in the world 

also died. The sins of these people who chased after שְרָאֵל  were בְנֵי יִּ
far greater than the ones who remained in Egypt. They had lived 
through the open miracles of the ten plagues and yet they still were 
willing to fight against the Jewish nation.  
 A person with such ת נֶפֶש ירַּ  leaves an עֲבֵרָה to do an מְסִּ
everlasting impression on his family. Therefore, his descendants must 
be destroyed from this world. This is the meaning of the words  ד עַּ
זֶה יּוֹם הַּ  until this day. Today, there are no living descendants of — הַּ
any of the Egyptian warriors. 
 The Gateshead רָב explained that the words ֹרְעו  and — וְכָל זַּ
all his children — in מָעוֹז צוּר does not refer to רְעֺה  s children but’פַּ
rather  to  the  descendants  of  the  Egyptian  army.   They  were 
destroyed because of their parents’ wickedness. 
״י  שִּ ת פוּרְעָנוּת  ,(שְמוֹת לד:ז) tells us רַּ דַּ ל מִּ דָה טוֹבָה מְרֻבָה עַּ מִּ

חֲמֵש מֵאוֹת ת לַּ …אַחַּ  — the measure of good [that ד׳ rewards] is greater 
than the measure of punishment [by a ratio of] one to five hundred … 
If the ת נֶפֶש ירַּ  ,could have such a negative impact עֲבֵרָה to do an מְסִּ
how much more so must this concept hold true when parents 
demonstrate ת נֶפֶש ירַּ צְוָה for performing a מְסִּ  Their positive attitude .מִּ
towards doing the צְוָה  will endure and give life to their descendants מִּ
forever.  

Adapted from a שעור by: Rabbi Chaim Kaufman זצ״ל 

לֺמֺה הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל ין the famous ,ר׳ שְׁ  ,of Vilna פּוֹסֵק and אַב בֵית דִּ
was born in Vilna to ה רָאֵל מֺשֶׁ שְׁ  In his youth .דַיָן the Vilna ,ר׳ יִּ
he learned under his father and then his older brother,  ר׳

אֵל צַלְׁ אֵה כֺהֵן) בְׁ לֺמֺה ,As a young child .(מַרְׁ  was known for his diligence and ר׳ שְׁ
devotion to תּוֹרָה study. He pored over various old manuscripts and edited 
the famous Vilna Edition שַ״ס (published by ים רא"ם אַחִּ מָנָה וְׁ ים His .(הָאַלְׁ דוּשִּ  חִּ
were printed together with the שַ״ס under the name לֺמֺה ק שְׁ  He also .חֵשֶׁ
wrote the לֺמֺה ק שְׁ נָיוֹת and טוּר יו״ד בשו"ע on חֵשֶׁ שְׁ ים His .מִּ פָרִּ דוּשֵי  include סְׁ חִּ
שָ"ךְ לֺמֺה ,מַהַרְׁ יָן שְׁ נְׁ ים ,שו״ת בִּ רוֹשִּ רָהָם  ,among others. His only son ,עַצֵי בְׁ ר׳ אַבְׁ
 .זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם succeeded him. His great-grandson was ,יַעֲקֺב הַכֺהֵן

 כ״ט כסלו
5588 - 5665 
1828 - 1905 



מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
ה חֲנֻכָּ

 If one forgot to recite ים סִּ זוֹן during עַל הַנִּ רְכַת הַמָּ שְמוֹנֶה  or בִּ
 and realizes this error before reaching the name of עֶשְרֵה
ה in the next ד׳ כָּ ים one should go back to ,בְרָּ סִּ  and עַל הַנִּ
continue from there. 

 If one does not realize the error until after saying the 
name of ד׳, one does not repeat זוֹן רְכַת הַמָּ שְמוֹנֶה  or בִּ
 .עֶשְרֵה

What Will They Say? (Part II)

1. How did ד׳ squelch the slander spread by ת פּוֹטִיפַר  against her אֵשֶׁ
faithful servant יוֹסֵף? 

2. We learn from the words of the last סוּק קִים that the פָּּ  שַר הַמַשְׁ
“forgot” יוֹסֵף twice. When were these 2 “forgetful” occasions? 

1. To divert attention from יוֹסֵף as a topic of conversation, the ְׁקִים שַר  and שַר הַמַש
ָּאוֹפִים ְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶּה) were thrown into prison ה  .(40:1 — ד״ה אַחַר הַד

2. i) On that same day [when the ְׁקִים  [was reinstated to his former position שַר הַמַש
ְּקִים) ְּלאֹ זָכַר שַר הַמַש  ii) afterwards [for the next two years, until ;(40:23 — ד״ה ו
ְׁעֹה ְּכָחֵהוּ) [had his dreams פַּר  .(ibid — ד״ה וַיִש
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Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment Questions    week רש"י

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening

This Week in History

ה לַעֲשׂוֹת מְלַאכְתּוֹ… …וַיָּבאֺ הַבַיְתָּ  
… And he [יוֹסֵף] came home to do his work …" (ית לט:יא  (בְרֵאשִׁ
  The א רָּ ה לו:) גְמָּ י relates that ,(סוֹטָּ  was asked: How is רַב יוֹסִׁ
it possible that יוֹסֵף, a 17-year-old boy [who had been cut off from his 
family, was living in the immoral Egyptian society, and was appointed 
to  a  very  prestigious  position  in  the  household  of  an  influential 
minister],  was  able  to  withstand  the  strong  pressures  from  the 
minister’s wife? 
 The א רָּ  in the יַעֲקֺב saw a vision of his father יוֹסֵף :explains גְמָּ
window. He said to him, "יוֹסֵף, in the future your brothers’ names will 
be inscribed among the stones of the אֵפוֹד, and your name will be 
together with them. Do you want your name to be blotted out from 
among the names on the אֵפוֹד?"  
 When יוֹסֵף heard that, he was able to withstand the test. 
This fear of forever losing his connection to his family and his roots is 
what held him back from sinning. יוֹסֵף could not bear the thought of 
the shame of being cut off from the future and having to face his 
father. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 
 Tzvi Staubler stood there fidgeting. He felt he needed a 
change and he  planned to move in a different direction. He was not 
sure what the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  was going to say to him and he surely did not חָּ
know  what  he  was  going  to  answer.  But  one  thing  he  knew  for 
certain: ה  Judaism and all that came along with it were no longer תּוֹרָּ
for him. He did not like learning, much of his life was meaningless and 
empty, and he felt like an outsider most of the time. He was just not 
interested in the ה  life anymore, and although his parents and תּוֹרָּ
good friends tried to reason with him, he remained unmoved and 
implacable. 
 One  can  imagine  Tzvi’s  surprise  when  he  received  a 
message that the famous ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  wanted to see him. There was no חָּ
way out; he could not dare to say “No!” to the renowned leader of 

the  generation.  He  walked  into  the  room  and  although  he  was 
somewhat intimidated in the presence of the ה  giant, he was תּוֹרָּ
determined  not  to  compromise.  He  had  decided  that  he  was  no 
longer interested in being a religious Jew. He wanted to live without 
any yoke and get to taste the “free world.”  
 The elderly יק  spoke softly to the rebellious youth, but no צַדִׁ
matter what he said, nothing seemed to make an impression. Finally 
the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  looked at Tzvi and said, “You know, Tzvi, I knew your חָּ
grandfather. He was a wonderful person. I also remember when your 
father got married and when you were born.” 
 The defiant young man seemed to let down his guard just a 
bit.  They  spoke  for  a  few  moments  about  his  grandfather,  the 
relationship the boy had had with him, and how much he had loved 
him. The ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  reminisced about his childhood relationship with חָּ
Tzvi’s grandfather.  
 And then the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  continued, “It won’t be long before I חָּ
too am going to die. And when I do, I am probably going to see your 
grandfather. I imagine he is going to ask me if I ever saw his einikel, 
his grandson. And of course I will tell him that I have seen him.” 
 At this point, Tzvi’s guard was breaking down as he feared 
the inevitable conclusion of this conversation. He had loved his 
grandfather very much, and he remembered his grandfather’s love 
for him. He pictured the scenario the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  described, cringing at חָּ
the shameful thought of his zeide seeing him now. 
 “And when I tell your zeide that I have seen you, he is going 
to ask me how you are doing.”  
 By now the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  .s soft eyes were filling with tears’חָּ
 “Tzvi, what will I tell him?” 
 The question hung in the air as Tzvi’s soft, muffled cries 
could be heard. “I am sorry, Zeide, I am so sorry … You were always 
so proud of your einikel … I won’t let you down!” 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף ט׳
*Purim fever was in the air in the יבָה ים During their lunch break, the .יְשִׁ  בָחוּרִׁ
would discuss setting up their groups for collecting on ים  R' Yosef was .פּוּרִׁ
sitting at the table, listening as Eli was pleading with Levi to let him join his 
group. R' Yosef remembered that in previous years, Levi had gotten himself 
into trouble over ים ים and this year the ,פּוּרִׁ  in Levi’s group were similar בָחוּרִׁ
to those in previous years. R' Yosef spoke to Eli, advising him not to join 
Levi’s group, telling Eli the reason why.  
When can a י  ?לָשׁוֹן הָרָע or a spouse say  רֶבִּ
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: People often mistakenly assume that one may always relate לָשוֹן הָרָע to a spouse 
or ִׁיד ַּלְמ  R' Yosef may ;(guiding Eli to avoid bad company) תוֹעֶלֶת In our case, there is a .ת
relate לָשוֹן הָרָע about Levi, but only as much as is needed for his words to be heeded. Eli 
must trust his ִׁי  .but may not repeat it as fact ,רֶב

ה מָׁ כָׁ ה on the הַסְׁ רוּרָׁ ה בְׁ נָׁ שְׁ  not מִּ
only because he was a master of 
ה כָׁ  but because of his ,הֲלָׁ
astounding knowledge of כוֹת  הֲלָׁ
that pertain to ים  serving in כֺהֲנִּ
the ש דָׁ קְׁ  .בֵית הַמִּ
 The ים פֵץ חַיִּ  lived every חָׁ
moment preparing for  ַיח שִּ  and מָׁ
he even opened a ים כוֹלֵל שִּ דָׁ  so קָׁ
that ים  should be well versed כֺהֲנִּ
in נוֹת בָׁ רְׁ כוֹת קָׁ לְׁ ים The .הִּ פֵץ חַיִּ  is חָׁ
quoted as saying that the  ק חֵשֶׁ
לֺמֺה כוֹת learned the שְׁ  with הֲלָׁ
such depth and clarity that when 
יחַ  שִּ  will arrive he will be ready מָׁ
immediately and will have at his 
fingertips all the כוֹת  כֺהֵן that a הֲלָׁ
needs to know to serve in the  בֵית
ש דָׁ קְׁ     .הַמִּ
  My יד מִּ ים both ,תַּלְׁ דוֹלִּ  ,גְׁ
the לֺמֺה ק שְׁ ים and the חֵשֶׁ פֵץ חַיִּ  ,חָׁ
were known for their modesty 
and for their longing for  ַיח שִּ  .מָׁ
They lived every moment with a 
higher purpose. They taught by 
example that the ultimate world 
will be the world  ַיח שִּ יאַת הַמָׁ בִּ בְׁ
מֵינוּ יָׁ ה בְׁ הֵרָׁ מְׁ  and that today’s ,בִּ
honor is fleeting — it passes like 
a cloud!  

רוּךְ! רוֹ בָׁ כְׁ י זִּ הִּ  יְׁ
ידוּת דִּ יְׁ י Your  ,בְׁ בִּ  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

Dear Talmid, 
 The lineage of  לֺמֺה ר׳ שְׁ
ין the ,הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל  of Vilna אַב בֵית דִּ
(often referred to as the ם לַיִּ רוּשָׁ  יְׁ
of Lithuania), dates back to the 
family of י הַכֺהֵן  Similar to his .עֵלִּ
forefather,   he   served   as   a 
beloved leader for forty years. He 
became a legend in his own time 
for his classic works, לֺמֺה ק שְׁ  ,חֵשֶׁ
לֺמֺה ן שְׁ יָׁ נְׁ ים and שו"ת בִּ רוֹשִּ  ,עַצֵי בְׁ
yet he was extremely modest 
and would try to avoid being 
openly active in community 
affairs. It is said that in לֺמֺה  s’ר׳ שְׁ
later years when he went to shul 
together with other people and 
the men in shul would rise in his 
honor, he would tell those who 
accompanied  him  that  these 
respectful  people  wanted  to 
perform the beautiful  ה וָׁ צְׁ מִּ
א תָׁ אוֹרַיְׁ  of rising before the דְׁ
elderly.  
לֺמֺה    was known in ר׳ שְׁ
the ה  world as a master of תּוֹרָׁ
ה כָׁ  ,Throughout the Diaspora .הֲלָׁ
ים נִּ  and laymen alike would רַבָׁ
send him their difficult אֵלוֹת  .שְׁ
The ים פֵץ חַיִּ  was a close friend חָׁ
of לֺמֺה  It is said that he .ר׳ שְׁ
chose the לֺמֺה ק שְׁ  to give his חֵשֶׁ

The לֺמֺה ק שְׁ לֺמֺה הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל ,חֵשֶׁ  was once reviewing a difficult ,ר׳ שְׁ
אֵלָה ר and had on the table a rare שְׁ ן  :הֲלָכָה סֵפֶׁ רוּחָם בֶׁ רַבֵינוּ יְׁ
שוּלָם מִיד a well-known) מְׁ -who lived from 1290 רָא״ש of the תַלְׁ
1350). When לֺמֺה  returned from shul, he was informed that ר׳ שְׁ
there had been a robbery in his home. He immediately ran to 
his study and checked the פָרִים רַבֵינוּ  When he saw that the .סְׁ
רוּחָם דאָס “ ,was still on the table, he said with a big sigh of relief יְׁ

ן שװאַכעֶׁ גַנָבִים! נעֶׁ …זעֶׁ  — These were not very good thieves…!”   
Source: Heard around the שבת  table  

ים וְעַל הַפֻּרְקָן  סִּ …וְעַל הַנִּ  
[We thank ד׳…] for the miracles and for 

the redemptions... 
The word פֻּרְקָן is found in the נוּסָח of  עַל
ים סִּ  What does .סְפָרַד and אַשְכְנָז for both הַנִּ
it mean? The תַרְגּוּם of the word יְשוּעָה, 
salvation, is ע׳ תַרְגּוּם יוֹנָתָן יְשַעְיָהוּ ) פֻּרְקָנָא
 is the understanding יְשוּעָה If .(מ״ה:י״ז
here, we have two problems: 1) we repeat 
the thought with the words וְעַל הַתְשוּעוֹת, 
and 2) it is interesting that the word פֻּרְקָן 
is Aramaic and all the other words of  עַל
ים סִּ דֶשֹלְשוֹן הַקּ are הַנִּ . The צְלוֹתָא דְאַבְרָהָם 
suggests that it comes from the word 
יקַת עוֹל  breaking free of the yoke, and ,פְרִּ
refers to freedom from the dominion of 
the ים  ruler, to ,שָלְטָן He uses the word .יְוָנִּ
demonstrate that ּדֶשֹלְשוֹן הַק  can have an 
Aramaic-like ending.  

25th סְלֵו  of R' Shlomo יאָרצײַט — 1758 / 5519 כִּ
Zalman Kramer of Vilna זַצַ"ל, father of the גר״א, 
the Gaon of Vilna ּר׳ אֵלִיָּהו. R' Shlomo Zalman 
was born c. 5455 / 1695 in Vilna, Lithuania, to 
R' Yissachar Ber. On his father’s side he was a 
descendant of R' Eliyahu Chassid, the son of R' 
Moshe Kramer, ב  of Vilna; on his mother’s רָּ
side, of the Be’er HaGolah, R' Moshe Ravkash. 
R' Shlomo Zalman, a ם כָּ  was renowned ,תַלְמִיד חָּ
for his piety. He married Treina, the daughter of 
R' Meir, who was the son of R' Binyamin Wolf of 
Seltz (near Grodno), Byelorussia.  
 R' Shlomo Zalman dedicated his life 
to learning ה  He was supported by the .תוֹרָּ
income  from  the  estates of  his  maternal 
grandfather,    the    Be’er    HaGolah,    who 
appreciated his talents and goals, and allocated 
him this part of the inheritance.  
 On the first day of סַח  ,1720 / 5480 ,פֶּ
the home of R' Shlomo Zalman was filled 
with ה  ,as a baby boy was born. This boy שִמְחָּ
named ּאֵלִיָּהו, went on to become one of the 
foremost  leaders  of  Jewry  of  all  time  who 
enlightens אֵל  to this very day — the כְלַל יִשְרָּ
Gaon of Vilna.  
 R' Shlomo Zalman was a community 
leader in Vilna and was active in כְלַל work. In his 
humility he asked that no elaborate titles be 
written on his ה  .מַצֵבָּ



מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
ה חֲנֻכָּ

 If one forgot to recite ים סִּ זוֹן during עַל הַנִּ רְכַת הַמָּ שְמוֹנֶה  or בִּ
 and realizes this error before reaching the name of עֶשְרֵה
ה in the next ד׳ כָּ ים one should go back to ,בְרָּ סִּ  and עַל הַנִּ
continue from there. 

 If one does not realize the error until after saying the 
name of ד׳, one does not repeat זוֹן רְכַת הַמָּ שְמוֹנֶה  or בִּ
 .עֶשְרֵה

What Will They Say? (Part II)

1. How did ד׳ squelch the slander spread by ת פּוֹטִיפַר  against her אֵשֶׁ
faithful servant יוֹסֵף? 

2. We learn from the words of the last סוּק קִים that the פָּּ  שַר הַמַשְׁ
“forgot” יוֹסֵף twice. When were these 2 “forgetful” occasions? 

1. To divert attention from יוֹסֵף as a topic of conversation, the ְׁקִים שַר  and שַר הַמַש
ָּאוֹפִים ְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶּה) were thrown into prison ה  .(40:1 — ד״ה אַחַר הַד

2. i) On that same day [when the ְׁקִים  [was reinstated to his former position שַר הַמַש
ְּקִים) ְּלאֹ זָכַר שַר הַמַש  ii) afterwards [for the next two years, until ;(40:23 — ד״ה ו
ְׁעֹה ְּכָחֵהוּ) [had his dreams פַּר  .(ibid — ד״ה וַיִש

1. How did ד׳ squelch the slander spread by ת פּוֹטִיפַר  against her אֵשֶׁ
faithful servant יוֹסֵף? 

2. We learn from the words of the last סוּק קִים that the פָּּ  שַר הַמַשְׁ
“forgot” יוֹסֵף twice. When were these 2 “forgetful” occasions? 

1. To divert attention from יוֹסֵף as a topic of conversation, the ְׁקִים שַר  and שַר הַמַש
ָּאוֹפִים ְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶּה) were thrown into prison ה  .(40:1 — ד״ה אַחַר הַד

2. i) On that same day [when the ְׁקִים  [was reinstated to his former position שַר הַמַש
ְּקִים) ְּלאֹ זָכַר שַר הַמַש  ii) afterwards [for the next two years, until ;(40:23 — ד״ה ו
ְׁעֹה ְּכָחֵהוּ) [had his dreams פַּר  .(ibid — ד״ה וַיִש

Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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This Week in History

ה לַעֲשׂוֹת מְלַאכְתּוֹ… …וַיָּבאֺ הַבַיְתָּ  
… And he [יוֹסֵף] came home to do his work …" (ית לט:יא  (בְרֵאשִׁ
  The א רָּ ה לו:) גְמָּ י relates that ,(סוֹטָּ  was asked: How is רַב יוֹסִׁ
it possible that יוֹסֵף, a 17-year-old boy [who had been cut off from his 
family, was living in the immoral Egyptian society, and was appointed 
to  a  very  prestigious  position  in  the  household  of  an  influential 
minister],  was  able  to  withstand  the  strong  pressures  from  the 
minister’s wife? 
 The א רָּ  in the יַעֲקֺב saw a vision of his father יוֹסֵף :explains גְמָּ
window. He said to him, "יוֹסֵף, in the future your brothers’ names will 
be inscribed among the stones of the אֵפוֹד, and your name will be 
together with them. Do you want your name to be blotted out from 
among the names on the אֵפוֹד?"  
 When יוֹסֵף heard that, he was able to withstand the test. 
This fear of forever losing his connection to his family and his roots is 
what held him back from sinning. יוֹסֵף could not bear the thought of 
the shame of being cut off from the future and having to face his 
father. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 
 Tzvi Staubler stood there fidgeting. He felt he needed a 
change and he  planned to move in a different direction. He was not 
sure what the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  was going to say to him and he surely did not חָּ
know  what  he  was  going  to  answer.  But  one  thing  he  knew  for 
certain: ה  Judaism and all that came along with it were no longer תּוֹרָּ
for him. He did not like learning, much of his life was meaningless and 
empty, and he felt like an outsider most of the time. He was just not 
interested in the ה  life anymore, and although his parents and תּוֹרָּ
good friends tried to reason with him, he remained unmoved and 
implacable. 
 One  can  imagine  Tzvi’s  surprise  when  he  received  a 
message that the famous ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  wanted to see him. There was no חָּ
way out; he could not dare to say “No!” to the renowned leader of 

the  generation.  He  walked  into  the  room  and  although  he  was 
somewhat intimidated in the presence of the ה  giant, he was תּוֹרָּ
determined  not  to  compromise.  He  had  decided  that  he  was  no 
longer interested in being a religious Jew. He wanted to live without 
any yoke and get to taste the “free world.”  
 The elderly יק  spoke softly to the rebellious youth, but no צַדִׁ
matter what he said, nothing seemed to make an impression. Finally 
the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  looked at Tzvi and said, “You know, Tzvi, I knew your חָּ
grandfather. He was a wonderful person. I also remember when your 
father got married and when you were born.” 
 The defiant young man seemed to let down his guard just a 
bit.  They  spoke  for  a  few  moments  about  his  grandfather,  the 
relationship the boy had had with him, and how much he had loved 
him. The ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  reminisced about his childhood relationship with חָּ
Tzvi’s grandfather.  
 And then the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  continued, “It won’t be long before I חָּ
too am going to die. And when I do, I am probably going to see your 
grandfather. I imagine he is going to ask me if I ever saw his einikel, 
his grandson. And of course I will tell him that I have seen him.” 
 At this point, Tzvi’s guard was breaking down as he feared 
the inevitable conclusion of this conversation. He had loved his 
grandfather very much, and he remembered his grandfather’s love 
for him. He pictured the scenario the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  described, cringing at חָּ
the shameful thought of his zeide seeing him now. 
 “And when I tell your zeide that I have seen you, he is going 
to ask me how you are doing.”  
 By now the ים פֵץ חַיִׁ  .s soft eyes were filling with tears’חָּ
 “Tzvi, what will I tell him?” 
 The question hung in the air as Tzvi’s soft, muffled cries 
could be heard. “I am sorry, Zeide, I am so sorry … You were always 
so proud of your einikel … I won’t let you down!” 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף ט׳
*Purim fever was in the air in the יבָה ים During their lunch break, the .יְשִׁ  בָחוּרִׁ
would discuss setting up their groups for collecting on ים  R' Yosef was .פּוּרִׁ
sitting at the table, listening as Eli was pleading with Levi to let him join his 
group. R' Yosef remembered that in previous years, Levi had gotten himself 
into trouble over ים ים and this year the ,פּוּרִׁ  in Levi’s group were similar בָחוּרִׁ
to those in previous years. R' Yosef spoke to Eli, advising him not to join 
Levi’s group, telling Eli the reason why.  
When can a י  ?לָשׁוֹן הָרָע or a spouse say  רֶבִּ
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: People often mistakenly assume that one may always relate לָשוֹן הָרָע to a spouse 
or ִׁיד ַּלְמ  R' Yosef may ;(guiding Eli to avoid bad company) תוֹעֶלֶת In our case, there is a .ת
relate לָשוֹן הָרָע about Levi, but only as much as is needed for his words to be heeded. Eli 
must trust his ִׁי  .but may not repeat it as fact ,רֶב

ה מָׁ כָׁ ה on the הַסְׁ רוּרָׁ ה בְׁ נָׁ שְׁ  not מִּ
only because he was a master of 
ה כָׁ  but because of his ,הֲלָׁ
astounding knowledge of כוֹת  הֲלָׁ
that pertain to ים  serving in כֺהֲנִּ
the ש דָׁ קְׁ  .בֵית הַמִּ
 The ים פֵץ חַיִּ  lived every חָׁ
moment preparing for  ַיח שִּ  and מָׁ
he even opened a ים כוֹלֵל שִּ דָׁ  so קָׁ
that ים  should be well versed כֺהֲנִּ
in נוֹת בָׁ רְׁ כוֹת קָׁ לְׁ ים The .הִּ פֵץ חַיִּ  is חָׁ
quoted as saying that the  ק חֵשֶׁ
לֺמֺה כוֹת learned the שְׁ  with הֲלָׁ
such depth and clarity that when 
יחַ  שִּ  will arrive he will be ready מָׁ
immediately and will have at his 
fingertips all the כוֹת  כֺהֵן that a הֲלָׁ
needs to know to serve in the  בֵית
ש דָׁ קְׁ     .הַמִּ
  My יד מִּ ים both ,תַּלְׁ דוֹלִּ  ,גְׁ
the לֺמֺה ק שְׁ ים and the חֵשֶׁ פֵץ חַיִּ  ,חָׁ
were known for their modesty 
and for their longing for  ַיח שִּ  .מָׁ
They lived every moment with a 
higher purpose. They taught by 
example that the ultimate world 
will be the world  ַיח שִּ יאַת הַמָׁ בִּ בְׁ
מֵינוּ יָׁ ה בְׁ הֵרָׁ מְׁ  and that today’s ,בִּ
honor is fleeting — it passes like 
a cloud!  

רוּךְ! רוֹ בָׁ כְׁ י זִּ הִּ  יְׁ
ידוּת דִּ יְׁ י Your  ,בְׁ בִּ  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews 

Dear Talmid, 
 The lineage of  לֺמֺה ר׳ שְׁ
ין the ,הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל  of Vilna אַב בֵית דִּ
(often referred to as the ם לַיִּ רוּשָׁ  יְׁ
of Lithuania), dates back to the 
family of י הַכֺהֵן  Similar to his .עֵלִּ
forefather,   he   served   as   a 
beloved leader for forty years. He 
became a legend in his own time 
for his classic works, לֺמֺה ק שְׁ  ,חֵשֶׁ
לֺמֺה ן שְׁ יָׁ נְׁ ים and שו"ת בִּ רוֹשִּ  ,עַצֵי בְׁ
yet he was extremely modest 
and would try to avoid being 
openly active in community 
affairs. It is said that in לֺמֺה  s’ר׳ שְׁ
later years when he went to shul 
together with other people and 
the men in shul would rise in his 
honor, he would tell those who 
accompanied  him  that  these 
respectful  people  wanted  to 
perform the beautiful  ה וָׁ צְׁ מִּ
א תָׁ אוֹרַיְׁ  of rising before the דְׁ
elderly.  
לֺמֺה    was known in ר׳ שְׁ
the ה  world as a master of תּוֹרָׁ
ה כָׁ  ,Throughout the Diaspora .הֲלָׁ
ים נִּ  and laymen alike would רַבָׁ
send him their difficult אֵלוֹת  .שְׁ
The ים פֵץ חַיִּ  was a close friend חָׁ
of לֺמֺה  It is said that he .ר׳ שְׁ
chose the לֺמֺה ק שְׁ  to give his חֵשֶׁ

The לֺמֺה ק שְׁ לֺמֺה הַכֺהֵן זַצַ״ל ,חֵשֶׁ  was once reviewing a difficult ,ר׳ שְׁ
אֵלָה ר and had on the table a rare שְׁ ן  :הֲלָכָה סֵפֶׁ רוּחָם בֶׁ רַבֵינוּ יְׁ
שוּלָם מִיד a well-known) מְׁ -who lived from 1290 רָא״ש of the תַלְׁ
1350). When לֺמֺה  returned from shul, he was informed that ר׳ שְׁ
there had been a robbery in his home. He immediately ran to 
his study and checked the פָרִים רַבֵינוּ  When he saw that the .סְׁ
רוּחָם דאָס “ ,was still on the table, he said with a big sigh of relief יְׁ

ן שװאַכעֶׁ גַנָבִים! נעֶׁ …זעֶׁ  — These were not very good thieves…!”   
Source: Heard around the שבת  table  

ים וְעַל הַפֻּרְקָן  סִּ …וְעַל הַנִּ  
[We thank ד׳…] for the miracles and for 

the redemptions... 
The word פֻּרְקָן is found in the נוּסָח of  עַל
ים סִּ  What does .סְפָרַד and אַשְכְנָז for both הַנִּ
it mean? The תַרְגּוּם of the word יְשוּעָה, 
salvation, is ע׳ תַרְגּוּם יוֹנָתָן יְשַעְיָהוּ ) פֻּרְקָנָא
 is the understanding יְשוּעָה If .(מ״ה:י״ז
here, we have two problems: 1) we repeat 
the thought with the words וְעַל הַתְשוּעוֹת, 
and 2) it is interesting that the word פֻּרְקָן 
is Aramaic and all the other words of  עַל
ים סִּ דֶשֹלְשוֹן הַקּ are הַנִּ . The צְלוֹתָא דְאַבְרָהָם 
suggests that it comes from the word 
יקַת עוֹל  breaking free of the yoke, and ,פְרִּ
refers to freedom from the dominion of 
the ים  ruler, to ,שָלְטָן He uses the word .יְוָנִּ
demonstrate that ּדֶשֹלְשוֹן הַק  can have an 
Aramaic-like ending.  

25th סְלֵו  of R' Shlomo יאָרצײַט — 1758 / 5519 כִּ
Zalman Kramer of Vilna זַצַ"ל, father of the גר״א, 
the Gaon of Vilna ּר׳ אֵלִיָּהו. R' Shlomo Zalman 
was born c. 5455 / 1695 in Vilna, Lithuania, to 
R' Yissachar Ber. On his father’s side he was a 
descendant of R' Eliyahu Chassid, the son of R' 
Moshe Kramer, ב  of Vilna; on his mother’s רָּ
side, of the Be’er HaGolah, R' Moshe Ravkash. 
R' Shlomo Zalman, a ם כָּ  was renowned ,תַלְמִיד חָּ
for his piety. He married Treina, the daughter of 
R' Meir, who was the son of R' Binyamin Wolf of 
Seltz (near Grodno), Byelorussia.  
 R' Shlomo Zalman dedicated his life 
to learning ה  He was supported by the .תוֹרָּ
income  from  the  estates of  his  maternal 
grandfather,    the    Be’er    HaGolah,    who 
appreciated his talents and goals, and allocated 
him this part of the inheritance.  
 On the first day of סַח  ,1720 / 5480 ,פֶּ
the home of R' Shlomo Zalman was filled 
with ה  ,as a baby boy was born. This boy שִמְחָּ
named ּאֵלִיָּהו, went on to become one of the 
foremost  leaders  of  Jewry  of  all  time  who 
enlightens אֵל  to this very day — the כְלַל יִשְרָּ
Gaon of Vilna.  
 R' Shlomo Zalman was a community 
leader in Vilna and was active in כְלַל work. In his 
humility he asked that no elaborate titles be 
written on his ה  .מַצֵבָּ




