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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ְסבֺּל  …    ְכמֹו לִׁ ית מט:טו( … ַויֵּט  שִׁ אשִׁ )ְברֵּ  
 Yet he bent his shoulder to bear …  
 The ים ץ ַחיִׁ  was asked the meaning of the words yet he ָחפֵּ
bent his shoulder to bear. Is the ּתֹוָרה not sweeter than honey? How 
can it be called a burden? 
 The ים ץ ַחיִׁ  A wealthy man :ָמָשל answered by way of a ָחפֵּ
who made his living by selling precious gems was informed that there 
were mines in Africa full of precious stones. He decided to journey to 
Africa to purchase some of these gems at a low cost and eventually 
resell them at a nice profit. He made the necessary preparations for 
his trip, taking along 3,000 gold coins for purchasing the gems, plus 
another 400 coins for traveling expenses. 
 Upon his arrival in Africa, he located the mines where the 
gems were sold. He spent all 3,000 gold coins on the purchase of 
valuable gems. As he turned to leave, one of the mine owners 
offered him some very rare gems of outstanding quality, their beauty 
unmatched by any gem that he had ever seen, at an unbelievably low 
price. After giving the matter some careful consideration, the man 
decided that it was worthwhile to purchase the gems with the money 
he had planned to use for his trip home. True, his trip would not be 
easy. He would have to forgo many comforts; but for gems of this 
quality, it would certainly be worthwhile. 

 His journey home was rough. Wherever he stopped, he 
slept outdoors on straw, like a pauper. On one of his stops, he met an 
old friend who, like him, was a successful businessman. Shocked to 
see   this   man   of   prominence   traveling   under   such   miserable 
conditions, his friend asked him what had happened. The wealthy 
man told his friend all about his trip to Africa and his last business 
deal. The man’s friend listened to his explanation, but there was still 
something troubling him. 
 “I know that you are accustomed to the finer things in life. 
Are you not suffering from the hardships of your journey?” 
 “I am indeed suffering,” replied the wealthy businessman, 
“but each time I stop, I open my treasure box and look at the gems I 
am carrying. That fills me with joy and I console myself with what I 
will gain. After that, the conditions of the trip don’t bother me at all.” 
 Man descends to this world to fulfill the ְצֹות  One may be .מִׁ
tempted  to  enjoy  the  exciting  pleasures  this  world  offers.  To 
overcome this urge, one need only look at the great reward awaiting 
him in עֹוָלם ַהָבא, and his heart will fill with joy! He will then find it 
easier to forego these pleasures. This, concluded the ים ץ ַחיִׁ  is the ,ָחפֵּ
meaning of yet he bent his shoulder to bear — ָששָכר  appreciates the יִׁ
value of ּתֹוָרה, so he is willing to suffer in this world to attain it. 

Adapted from: A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ר׳ ִציֹון  was born in Baghdad, Iraq, to ר׳ ַסְלמַאן מּוַצִפי ַזַצ״ל
ן ִאיׁש  As a youth, he was very close to the .ַפְרָחא and ֵמִאיר בֶּ
ִמְדָרׁש  He learned in .ַׁשָבת ִׁשעּוִרים gaining much from his ,ַחי

 By the tender age of 16, he had already worked through the .ֵבית ִזְלָקה
entire טּור. At the age of 18, he was certified as a ׁשֹוֵחט and מֹוֵהל. His 
teachers included ה ְיׁשּוָעה ַפִתָייא ַזַצ״ל  ר' ַחִיים ָׁשאּול ַהֺכֵהן and ,ר' ְיהּוָדה ֺמׁשֶּ
Dweck ַזַצ״ל. In 1935, he joined ר' ַפִתָייא in ץ ִיְשָרֵאל רֶּ  In 1948, he moved his .אֶּ
ר ָרֵחל from ,ְבֵני ִציֹון ,ְיִׁשיָבה בֶּ ר'  .ְירּוָׁשַלִים in ְרחֹוב ַרְׁשַב״ם to the "Tevig" Shul on קֶּ
 insisted that he not to be referred to by ר׳ ַסְלמַאן but ,ְסִמיָכה gave him ַפִתָייא
any title. He authored ם ְיהּוָדה חֶּ  .ר' ַפִתָייא with (ֵעץ ַחִיים on the entire) ֵבית לֶּ

 י״ז טבת
5660 - 5750 
1900 - 1974 

When ר׳ ַסְלמַאן מּוַצִפי ַזַצ״ל was nine years old it 
was announced that Bagdad’s Chief Rabbi 
and other officials would visit his  ַתְלמּוד
 ַסְלמַאן informed the young ְמַנֵהל The .תֹוָרה
that he wanted the visitors to test him as 
the school’s top ַתְלִמיד. He politely 
refused, explaining that his friends might 
become jealous. The ְמַנֵהל insisted and 
placed   ‘guards’   at   the   school’s   gate. 
Undaunted, the young boy hid. Years later he 
recalled, “I suffered for 2 hours, but was happy that I did 
not aroused the jealousy of my friends!”  



ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו

וּום ְר�ּו ְוֶאָחד תּוַ

The Treasured Tallis

1. From which action of ַיֲעֹקב ָאִבינּו do we learn that a person is 
required to give honor to royalty? 

2. How does ַרִש״י deduce which two of the brothers wanted to kill 
 ?יֹוֵסף

ד״ה ) was a ruler יֹוֵסף exerted himself to sit up on his bed, because his son ַיֲעֹקב .1
ֵּל ְִּשָרא ֵּק י ְִּתַחז  .(48:2 — ַוי

ְבֵני  The hatred of the .יֹוֵסף suggested selling ְיהּוָדה .יֹוֵסף wanted to rescue ְראּוֵבן .2
 would not have spoken in the presence of ְזבּולֻן and ִיָששָכר .was not total ַהְשָפחֹות
their older brothers. This leaves ִשְמעֹון and ִּים) ֵלִוי ִּי ַאח ֵּו ְִּמעֹון ְול  .(49:5 — ד״ה ש
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Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

ית מט:ח… ְיהּוָדה ַאָתה יֹודּוָך ַאֶחיָך   ם ֵמָחָלב )ְבֵראשִׁ ַניִׁ יב(-ּוְלֶבן שִׁ   
 you, your brothers shall acknowledge … and white-toothed - ְיהּוָדה
from milk.  
ֵבית-ַאֶלף writes that every letter of the ר׳ ְבַחֵיי   is included in 
 to teach that the ,ז s blessing, with the exception of the letter’ְיהּוָדה
battles won by ד  s royal descendants will not be won with the help’ָדוִׁ
of weapons (ן  .הקב״ה weapons), but rather with the Name of — ְכֵלי ַזיִׁ
And  in  fact  ְיהּוָדה’s  own  name  includes  all  the  four  letters  of 
-ַאֶלף fourth letter of the) ד s 4-letter Name and in addition a’הקב״ה
 .because he was the fourth son (ֵבית

* * * * * 
 The ית  of ֲעָטָרה that R' Tzvi Hirsch owned bore the silver ַטלִׁ
his grandfather, the Sigheter Rebbe. He received it as a wedding gift 
and it held a very special place in his heart. As the Nazis forced his 
family from their home, the one item he felt he must take along was 
this treasured ית  Upon arriving in Auschwitz, he was ordered to .ַטלִׁ
immediately relinquish all his possessions, including his cherished 
ית  He was assigned to sort through the articles of the recent .ַטלִׁ
arrivals and was reunited with his ית  But he knew it would be .ַטלִׁ
impossible to hide such a bulky item. If he wanted to keep his ית  ,ַטלִׁ
he would have to modify it. He transformed it into a ית ָקָטן  which ,ַטלִׁ
could be worn underneath his prisoner uniform.  
 The  bathhouse  guard,  a  German  Communist  named 
Fanicks, was given the glorified task of checking to make sure that the 
inmates did not bring along any extra clothing. Noticing that R' Tzvi 
Hirsch's   thin   frame   was   bulging,   Fanicks   grabbed   him   and 
interrogated him about his suspicious garment. The ַרב replied that it 
was “אַײן גָאטס קלַײד — a spiritual garment.” Suddenly, the vicious 
guard’s face became suffused with rage. He told R' Tzvi Hirsch to join 
him in the adjacent room where he planned to show him a thing or 
two about G-d. Without warning, he began beating the ַרב mercilessly 
for his “criminal behavior.” 

 “I will teach you for once and for all! Your friends and family 
are being murdered by the thousands, and you are foolish enough to 
still believe in G-d? How dare you!” As the ַרב lay on the ground, 
broken in spirit, Fanicks stood over him and warned that unless the 
 .had a valid explanation, he would be killed ַרב
 R' Tzvi Hirsch knew this was no idle threat. He recognized 
that if he did not come up with a good response he would die. He 
uttered a silent prayer, and then nervously related the following ָמָשל: 
“A  great  world  leader,  suffering  from  a  perilous  disease  which 
required  surgery,  summoned  the  most  prestigious  surgeon.  The 
surgeon had to cut deeply into the patient’s chest in order to perform 
the operation. After opening the man’s chest, the doctor continued 
to  cut  until  he  was  able  to  reach  the  area  needing  repair.  A 
shoemaker stood by, watching in horror. He knew that when he 
formed  a  shoe,  he  would  never  pierce  through  the  heart  of  the 
leather with a knife. To his eyes, not only was this doctor not healing 
the man, but he was stabbing him in the chest — killing him! 
 “Now, do you think that the surgeon would stop because 
some disapproving shoemaker, who knows nothing about medicine, 
wants him to?  Most certainly not!” R’ Tzvi Hirsch looked up toward 
his  enemy.  “I  am  a  simple  shoemaker  who  knows  nothing  about 
medicine. No, I do not understand why the most compassionate and 
benevolent Father is allowing harm to befall His children. But one 
thing I do know. I am a simple-minded man of mere flesh and blood 
who understands nothing about the ways of the A-mighty!” 
 A miracle happened. The guard’s face softened. He even 
smiled. He was amused, perhaps even amazed, at the Jew’s answer. 
As a reward, not only did he pardon the offender and return to him 
his contraband ית  he even invited R’ Tzvi Hirsch to come to him for ,ַטלִׁ
any extra provisions he might need for the duration of the war. But all 
of that was secondary. More importantly, he still had his most prized 
possession — his treasured ית  .ַטלִׁ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף י״ג
*Lemel was born Jewish and even had a true Orthodox upbringing. 
However, looking at his behavior of the last thirty years, no one would 
have thought that Lemel was Jewish. Lemel would constantly cause 
problems for his Jewish neighbors and he despised anything Jewish. 
Lemel belonged to the local missionary and would hold many meetings 
in his home about the methods to teach his Jewish neighbors about the 
‘other’ life. 
Is there any prohibition to believing ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע about Lemel? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: There is no ִאּסּור to be ֵּל ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע ֵּם  about someone like Lemel, who is ְמַקב ֵּל ש ְמַחל
 ,and ”ֲעִמיֶתָך“ of ְכַלל in public. Such a person has already removed himself from the ָׁשַמִים
as we have mentioned in a previous week’s ֲהָלָכה, it is permissible to publicize derogatory 
information about a ָרָׁשע.  

 There is a ִחּיּוב for every individual to read the weekly 
ה שָּ רָּ ְרּגּום twice and פָּ ק י״ג  once (see תַּ רֶּ ה פֶּ ״ם ִהְלכֹות ְתִפלָּ ְמבַּ רַּ
רּוְך או״ח ס׳ רפ״ה  ן עָּ ְלחָּ ה כ״ה, שֻׁ כָּ  .(ֲהלָּ

 ה ְתִחלָּ ה one should read the ,ְלכַּ שָּ רָּ  early and finish the reading of פָּ
the ה שָּ רָּ ת on פָּ בָּ ת morning before the שַּ בָּ   .day meal שַּ

 Some say one cannot even fulfill this ה ת after ִמְצוָּ בָּ ה ְבשַּ ת ִמְנחָּ   .ְתִפלַּ



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Dear Talmid, 
 It was mid-afternoon on a 
ת בָּ  in Bagdad when one of Iraq's שַׁ
high-ranking  treasury  officials 
arrived with urgent haste at the 
office of R' Salman Mutzafi ״ל צַׁ  .זַׁ
The official was accompanied by 
the  British  Consul  as  well  as  a 
delegation of English businessmen 
to conclude an important business 
deal. In light of the urgent nature 
of the matter, a messenger was 
sent to R' Mutzafi's home to fetch 
him. 
 Not finding him there, 
the messenger went to the  ית בֵּ
ש  'where he discovered R ,ִמְדרָּ
Mutzafi  sitting  and  learning,  
together with his ה ֺמֶשה  ,ֶרִבי ר' ְיהּודָּ
״ל צַׁ ִתיָּיא זַׁ ה פַׁ  They were .ְישּועָּ
studying from ִיים ץ חַׁ ֶפר a ,עֵּ  on סֵּ
ה לָּ בָּ  written by R' Chaim Vital קַׁ
״ל צַׁ  'R ,ֶרִבי on the teachings of his זַׁ
Yitzchok Luria ״ל צַׁ  also known as ,זַׁ
the ״ל  Upon hearing the .ַאִריזַׁ
summons, he asked his ֶרִבי’s 
permission  and  left  with  the 
messenger.  
 Dressed in his ת בָּ  attire שַׁ
— a silk robe with a white coat 
over it, and a light-colored turban 
on his head — R' Mutzafi went to 
greet the delegation. When he 

walked in, everyone stood and 
bowed. R' Mutzafi turned to the 
assembled group and said, "The 
sun will set in two hours, and 
about three-quarters of an hour 
after that the ת בָּ  Queen will שַׁ
depart, and then I will be able to 
attend to you gentlemen. I am a 
Jew,  and  I  observe  my  G-d’s 
commandments." 
 His candid declaration 
took the officials by surprise. After 
a few moments of silence, the 
British Consul said, "We respect 
your      religion      and      your 
commitment, and your honesty. 
This is a business partner we can 
trust. We will wait here until your 
ת בָּ  ".is over שַׁ
 The Rav returned to his 
 with joy in his heart. He had ,ֶרִבי
never felt the holiness of the ת בָּ  שַׁ
as much as he did that day! 
  My ְלִמיד  there is at ,תַׁ
least one other similar story with 
R' Mutzafi. He taught by example 
that one’s true commitment to 
ה enhances both the ִמְצֹות s’ד׳  ִמְצוָּ
and one’s stature! 

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות

Story adapted from: Stories My Grandfather Told Me 
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

R' Salman Mutzafi ַזַצ״ל told his sons of an interesting episode 
(his children believe it happened to their father): A ָחָכם once 
undertook to fast the entire week, except for ַשָבת. On Thursday 
his י ְצָוה invited him to a ֶרבִּ  He resolved his dilemma .ְסעּוַדת מִּ
and partook of the meal by reasoning to himself [in his native 
tongue], “ ים ישט זָאגן ַאנדֶערֶע װֶעגן מַײן ַמֲעשִּ יל מֶער שװֶער נִּ יז פִּ ס׳אִּ
י צּו פַאסטן! ים װִּ  It is far more difficult not to tell others — טֹובִּ
about my good deeds than to fast!”  Source: Heard around the שבת table  

Do you remember last year’s ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם contest 
that had the participation of over 200 boys 
from many States within the US, Canada and 
UK? This year we are calling it the  ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם
   ?contest. Do you know why ַּת״ּת
Next week’s ה ׁשָּ רָּ ה the first – ְׁשמֹות is פָּ ׁשָּ רָּ  of פָּ
 Have you ever heard of this .ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ַּת״ּת
term? This is an acrostic of the ִׁשּיֹות רָּ  of פָּ

מֹותש ְׁ או ְׁ , ֵארָּ אב ְׁ , ַׁשַלחב ְׁ , ְתרֹוי ְׁ , ִטיםמ ְׁ , ְׁשפָּ , ְׁ הת  רּומָּ , 
and ְׁ ַצֶוהת  . According to the ַאִריַז״ל these 
ִׁשּיֹות רָּ ה are especially opportune for פָּ  ְּתׁשּובָּ
and for strengthening our resolve to do ִמְצֹות. 
This auspicious time is mentioned in the  ְבֵאר
ן ב׳  .ֵהיֵטב או״ח תרפ״ה ִסימָּ
Throughout the world many places have 
dedicated these weeks for ִׁשיעּוִרים to 
strengthen ִמְצֹות in the home. Pirchei Agudas 
Yisroel Newsletter will be dedicating the next 
eight weeks to strengthening the ה  of ִמְצוָּ
ד ַּתְרּגּום א ְוֶאחָּ  It is noteworthy that .ְׁשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
R’ Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל writes that the ִחּיּוב 
of ד ַּתְרּגּום א ְוֶאחָּ  is equal in ְׁשַנִים ִמְקרָּ
importance to all ן נָּ  R’ Moshe notes .ִמְצֹות ְדַרבָּ
that the need had never been as great as in 
his times – and surely this applies even more 
so   to   our   times   –   to   have   a   deeper 
understanding of ה ֶׁשִבְכַתב  the written ,ּתֹורָּ
ה  .ּתֹורָּ
The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter  ְׁשַנִים
ד ַּתְרּגּום א ְוֶאחָּ  program has been designed ִמְקרָּ
as follows: 
 Boys from 1st & 2nd grade should complete 

the ה ׁשָּ רָּ  .ֵׁשִני until פָּ
 3rd grade until ְׁשִליִׁשי. 
 4th grade until ְרִביִעי. 
 5th grade until ֲחִמיִׁשי. 
 6th grade until ִׁשִׁשי. 
 7th & 8th grades should complete the entire 

ה ׁשָּ רָּ  .פָּ
If you are interested in joining this special 
 אי״ה program this year and will ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם ַּת״ּת
review the weekly ה ׁשָּ רָּ  according to your פָּ
grade level, please send a fax every week 
signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include 
your grade, name, school, city & state, and 
your contact number and fax number. Your 
name will be entered into a raffle to win a 
beautiful set of ִׁשים אֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ  .ִמְקרָּ
We are also interested in hearing feedback 
from elementary schools and / or individuals 
that are interested in helping to promote this 
extra-curricular activity in order to train  ַבר
ה ה boys to be fluent in this special ִמְצוָּ  .ִמְצוָּ
Please  feel  free  to  fax  any  comments  or 
suggestions to 718 506 9633. 

2nd Annual Pirchei
שובבי"ם ת"ת Contest



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

One poverty-stricken bochur and his parents 
decided he should go to learn in the famous 

Grodno Yeshiva under R’ Shimon Shkop. After a 
difficult two-week trek, he arrived, exhausted, 
at the door. R’ Shimon welcomed him, sat him 

down, and began his farher (testing)...

The Rosh Hayeshiva got up from his chair, 
compassionately took the boy by the hand to the 
kitchen, and personally prepared a hot tasty meal.

The Rosh Hayeshiva then opened 
his gemara. He looked again at the 
eager but nervous boy and asked...

R’ Shimon again got up and led 
the boy to a bedroom in his home. 

(Some say it was his own bed.)

The bochur lived through the horrors 
of the holocaust. He never abandoned 

his pure faith in Hashem and explained to 
his children and grandchildren...

Every time I felt like giving up because of 
my suffering I pictured the face of the kind 
Rosh Yeshiva and told myself, “I want to 

live! If the Jewish nation and our holy torah 
can produce such splendid people, then 
these evil ones can never destroy us...!”

The next morning the bochur went 
to see the Rosh Hayeshiva again.
R’ Shimon welcomed him warmly.

ט‘ חשון  1939 - 1860  5700 - 5620

R’ Shimon Shkop was born in Turz, Poland, to ר׳ יצחק שמואל הכהן and רחל. He studied 
in Mir and then Volozhin, under R’ Chaim Soloveitchik and the Netziv. In the 
early 1880’s he married לאה, a niece of R’ Leizer Gordon. For 18 years he taught 
his unique approach using both the analytical דרך of ר׳ חיים and the systematic 
 .of Bransk רב of Moltsh, and in 1907 as רב In 1903, he served as .נציב of the דרך
In 1920 he became ראש ישיבה of ישיבה שערי תורה in Grodno and transformed it 
into one of the most prestigious ישיבות in Poland. His תלמידים included, zt”l, R’ 
Elchonon Wasserman, R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, R’ Yitzchok Dov Koppelman 
and many more. His שערי ישר is a classic learned in all ישיבות to this day. He was 

also a member of the מועצת גדולי התורה of אגדת ישראל.

So this is my first 
question: When was 

the last time you ate 
any hot food?

Enjoy the hot 
chicken soup, and 

then we can continue 
with your farher..

But ... er ... 
about, uh, two 

weeks ago!

Rebbi, how 
can I thank you 

enough?

er... Rebbi... 
about two 

weeks ago...

Oh, Rebbi - 
thank you!

When was the 
last time you 

slept on a bed?

Please do not 
assist me while I change the 
sheets... I want you to rest 
and we will continue in the 

morning!

You’ve been accepted! 
My son, do you imagine 

that after the hardships you 
underwent in your desire to learn 

torah, I would not accept you 
in our yeshiva?
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