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 Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל was born to R' Yaakov Yehoshua 
 in Daltish, Lithuania. At the age of 9, he went רָב town ,הי״ד
to learn under R' Neiman in Lida. After his בַּר מִצְוָה, he went 

to יְשִׁיבַת מִיר. R’ Bakst followed the יְשִׁיבָה to Vilna, hearing שִׁעוּרִים from ְר׳ בָּרוּך 
 During WWII, he miraculously escaped .רָב Leibowitz and the Brisker בּעֶר
to Shanghai along with יְשִׁיבַת מִיר. In 1946, he married אֶסְתֵּר, daughter of 
R' Rogov, רָב of Sainy, Lithuania. They immigrated to the USA and moved 
to Detroit, where R’ Bakst served as a ר۬א שׁיְשִׁיבָה of יְשִׁיבָה בֵּית יְהוּדָה. In 1985, 
he founded יְשִׁיבָה גְּדוֹלָה עַטֶרֶת מָרְדְּכַי, serving as ר۬א שׁיְשִׁיבָה for over 50 years. 
R’ Bakst was a beacon of light for the community; the people cleaved to 
him and his exuberant אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה.

 י״א טבת
5707 - 5763
1947 - 2002

R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל, in his סֵפֶר, קוֹל אַרְיֵה, defines 

the dedication of a יְשִׁיבָה בָּחוּר. “It is not defined 

so much by the fervor with which he learns 

during the regular hours in יְשִׁיבָה, which he 

is obligated to do, but by what he does 

with his time during his בֵּין הַזְמַנִים. How does 

he use his ‘free’ time? Does he plan exactly 

what he is going to learn?” This idea applies 

not only to a יְשִׁיבָה בָּחוּר. We are all defined by the way 

we spend our ‘free’ time!  

Gedolim Glimpses

קֵי אָבִיךָ אמְרוּ לוּ יִשְׂטְמֵנוּ יוֹסֵף… שָׂא נָא לְפֶשַׁע עַבְדֵי אֱל۬  וַיִּרְאוּ אֲחֵי יוֹסֵף כִּי מֵת אֲבִיהֶם וַיּ۬

וַיֵּבְךְּ יוֹסֵף בְּדַבְּרָם אֵלָיו … וַיְנַחֵם אוֹתָם וַיְדַבֵּר עַל לִבָּם

And יוֹסֵף’s brothers saw that their father was dead … “Please forgive 
the spiteful deed of the servants of your father’s G-d.” And Yosef 
wept when they spoke to him … And he [Yosef] comforted them and 
spoke to their heart (בְּרֵאשִׁית נ׳:ט״ו-כ״א).

After ۬יַעֲקב’s death, יוֹסֵף’s brothers noticed that his attitude towards 
them changed. While their father was alive, they ate at יוֹסֵף’s table 
and felt he was friendly toward them out of respect for his father. 
Once ۬יַעֲקב was נִפְטָר, they noticed that יוֹסֵף was no longer as friendly 
towards them. They feared that he might [still] hate them and want to 
“pay them back” for the מְכִירָה. They pleaded with יוֹסֵף to forgive them 
for the suffering that they had caused him.

 wept and comforted his brothers. Even when he had revealed יוֹסֵף
his true identity to them (מ״ה:ה׳ וְאַל …“ ,said יוֹסֵף ,(בְּרֵאשִׁית  תֵּעָצְבוּ   אַל 
לִפְנֵיכֶם אֱלקִ۬ים  שְׁלָחַנִי  לְמִחְיָה  כִּי  הֵנָּה  אתִ۬י  מְכַרְתֶּם  כִּי  בְּעֵינֵיכֶם   Do not be — .יִחַר 
distressed and do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here, 
for it was as a provider that ד׳ sent me here ahead of you.” Here again, 
it seems apparent that יוֹסֵף was not at all angry with his brothers. He 
explained that the sale had been part of ד׳’s plan. ד׳ had purposely 
placed him in מִצְרַיִם so that he would be in a position to help his family.

Both of these פְּסוּקִים seem to imply יוֹסֵף’s forgiveness, but there is 

an important רַבֵּינוּ בְּחַיֵּי that indicates that יוֹסֵף’s forgiveness was not 
considered complete. רַבֵּינוּ בְּחַיֵּי tells us that כְּלַל יִשְׂרָאֵל suffered the 
terrible tragedy of the עֲשָׂרָה הֲרוּגֵי מַלְכוּת, who were murdered by the 
Romans, as a result of the sin of מְכִירַת יוֹסֵף. Why did this happen? 
Didn’t יוֹסֵף forgive his brothers for their part in the sale? 

בְּחַיֵּי  ,forgave them יוֹסֵף explains that while it seems that רַבֵּינוּ 
he never explicitly said, “I forgive you!” It is only implied by יוֹסֵף’s 
statements. The sin lingered because the forgiveness was not 
clearly stated! This is the reason for the difficult tragedy of the עֲשָׂרָה 
.that occurred many centuries later הֲרוּגֵי מַלְכוּת

 רַבֵּינוּ based on this ,תַּלְמִידִים would teach his זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ משֶׁ۬ה
 that saying “It’s okay/It’s no problem/Don’t worry about it” is ,בְּחַיֵּי
not enough; one must say clearly, “I forgive you!” 

This בְּחַיֵּי  also gives us a new and better understanding רַבֵּינוּ 
of the nightly custom to say explicitly, before going to sleep, 
 ,Master of the World ,…רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלָם הֲרֵינִי מוֹחֵל … וְלא۬ יֵעָנֵשׁ שׁוּם אָדָם בְּסִבָּתִי“
I forgive … and [now] no one should be punished because of me” – 
since I am being clear in my מְחִילָה. It takes great character to say, 
“I forgive you!” instead of some vague response; but when you do, 
says בְּחַיֵּי  you completely remove the bad feelings that are ,רַבֵּינוּ 
created, and the person who sinned against you will receive full 
atonement for what he did.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף ג׳
*Rabbi B. had a chart in front of the fifth-grade classroom that listed 
all the math assignments and which boys had handed them in. Meir 
checked the chart at recess time to see who had handed in the most 
assignments. He saw that Eli had not missed any. He decided to ask him 
if they could study together for the next math test. Eli said, “Sure! I am 
also helping Ari, who has not been able to finish any of the assignments 
yet, as you can see from the empty boxes next to his name.” 
Was Eli’s statement about Ari’s incomplete work permitted? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	  From which action of ּיַעֲקב۬ אָבִינו do we learn that a person is 
required to give honor to royalty?

2.	 How does רַשִׁ״י deduce which two of the brothers wanted 
to kill יוֹסֵף?

 .was a ruler יוֹסֵף exerted himself to sit up on his bed, because his son יַעֲקב۬	.1
(48:2)  ד״ה וַיּתְחַזּק יִשׂרָאֵל

 The hatred of .יוֹסֵף suggested selling יְהוּדָה .יוֹסֵף wanted to rescue רְאוּבֵן	.2
the בּנֵי הַשּׁפָחוֹת was not total. יִשּׂשכָר and זְבוּלֻן would not have spoken in the 
presence of their older brothers. This leaves שׁמְעוֹן and ד״ה שׁמְעוֹן וְלֵוִי .לֵוִי 

(49:5) אַחִים

The Soul’s PrayerLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from Stories for the Jewish Heart (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

•• · The מִשְׁנָה בְּרוּרָה holds that if one realizes that he forgot to say וְתֵן טַל וּמָטָר after completing ּבָּרֵךְ עָלֵינו even תּוֹךְ כְּדֵי דִּבּוּר before 
.כִּיאַ תָּהשׁ וֹמֵעַ and insert it just before שְׁמַע קוֹלֵנוּ he should continue to ,תְּקַע בְּשׁוֹפָר

•• · If one is concerned he may forget even in ּשְׁמַע קוֹלֵנו, some say even the מ״ב would agree that one adds וְתֵן טַל וּמָטָר before
 . תְּקַע בְּשׁוֹפָר

Halacha 
Corner

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ  הִלְכ�וֹ
 וְתֵן טַל �וּמָטָר לִבְרָכָה

Answer: Even though Ari’s undone homework is common knowledge (the chart was visible to anyone 
entering the class), many halachic authorities do not differentiate between לָשׁוֹן הָרַע that is well known and 
.should not be repeated לָשׁוֹן הָרַע that is not well known. Therefore, even well-known לָשׁוֹן הָרַע

רִי בְּחַרְבִּי וּבְקַשְׁתִּי … אֲשֶׁר לָקַחְתִּי מִיַּד הָאֱמ۬

… which I took from the hand of the Emori with my sword and with 
my bow (Bereishis 48:22).

	  with my ,בִּצְלוֹתִי וּבְבָעוּתִי as בְּחַרְבִּי וּבְקַשְׁתִּי translates תַּרְגוּם אוּנְקְלוּס
prayer and supplication. The Brisker Rav זַצַ״ל explains that there are 
two types of בְּחַרְבִּי .תְּפִלָּה, my sword, represents the daily prayer written 
by the הַגְּדוֹלָה כְּנֶסֶת   A sword pierces with only minimal effort. So .אַנְשֵׁי 
too, the standard established תְּפִלָּה has remarkable spiritual powers by 
virtue of its holy origin. בְקַשְׁתִּי, my bow, represents a personal plea to 
 An arrow’s effectiveness is contingent on the archer’s pressure on .ד׳
the bow. The effectiveness of an individual’s תְּפִלָּה is determined by the 
degree of his sincerity.

*

For the Jews of Lvov (Lemberg), Ukraine, 1989 was a year of great 
miracles. The city’s main shul was returned to the long-oppressed 
Jewish community. With the fear of the authorities still quivering in 
their hearts, throngs of Lvov’s Jews poured into the restored shul on 
the first night of א שׁהַשָׁנָה  The majority of people sitting there had no .ר۬
idea what to expect as they prepared to daven for the first time.

The חַזָּן who was to serve at this monumental occasion was R’ Eli 
Mintz of Monsey, NY. It was an opportunity that had to be maximized 
— there would never be another first time. Fully aware of the historic 
impact of this particular הַשָׁנָה א שׁ  service, R’ Eli went to ask advice ר۬
from his Rebbe, R’ Shlomo Halberstam זַצַ״ל of Bobov. Who better 
understood the tragic history of Lvov? The Rebbe’s own father, the 
צִיוֹן  was murdered along with his family in that very city. The ,קְדֻשַׁת 
Rebbe was awed by the gravity of R’ Eli’s mission, and his advice led 
to an unforgettable, moving experience.

As R’ Eli stood before the spiritually starved congregation on that 
א שׁהַשָׁנָה  he understood that few, if any, of the people there had had ,ר۬
the opportunity to learn how to pray. Teaching Hebrew had been 
forbidden for decades. R’ Eli spoke in Yiddish, with a community leader, 

R’ Melech Shochet, standing at his side translating into Russian:

עֲלֵיכֶם“  listens ד׳ my dear brothers and sisters. We know that ,שָׁלוֹם 
to any prayer said with heart. Listen, my friends, to a story. On the 
night of יוֹם כִּפּוּר, before כָּל נִדְרֵי, the holy R’ Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev 
pleaded with his congregants to pray from the deepest recesses of 
their hearts that ד׳ should abolish a looming evil decree.

“That night, the room resounded with their wrenching prayers. 
Among the crowd sat a wagon driver who was incapable of 
articulating even the simplest words of prayer. He had never learned, 
and he cried quietly for his handicap. Finally, he turned to ד׳ and 
pleaded, ‘Master of the Universe, You know that I would like to daven. 
All I know is the א-ב. Please, ד׳, take the letters of the א-ב and turn 
them into words.’ He then began reciting out loud ‘א-ב-ג-ד…’ over and 
over. After כִּפּוּר  the Rebbe addressed the congregation, joyfully יוֹם 
informing them that in the זְכוּת of the wagon driver’s heartfelt א-ב, the 
evil decree had been cancelled.”

R’ Eli raised his voice and pleaded, “My dear fellow Jews, many of 
you who came today do not know how to daven, and it is not your 
fault. Let us do as much as we can. Let us say the א-ב together. Repeat 
after me: א.”

The Jewish souls gathered in the shul that night cried out in one 
thunderous voice, “א!” And then ב, and so on, all the way to י. Each 
new letter fanned the roaring flames of their suddenly ignited souls. 
When they came to י, the emotion in the room was palpable. People 
cried like children whose only desire was to be held, once again, in 
their Father’s embrace. 

“Now,” said R’ Eli, “I am going to daven in the customary way.” He 
then began the evening services.

In the years since the doors of the shul first reopened, the impact 
of that first הַשָׁנָה א שׁ הַשָׁנָה ,remains. To this day ר۬ א שׁ  services begin ר۬
with the unique custom of reciting the א-ב, reminding educated and 
ignorant alike that prayer, at its essence, is the “service of the heart.”



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

Dear Talmid,

The יְשִׁיבָה א שׁ  R’ Aryeh ,ר۬

Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל, would 

become visibly upset when he 

would hear תּוֹרָה thoughts that he 

believed were incorrect. 	

Once, at a חֲתֻנָה, R’ Bakst was 

sitting next to the Mirrer יְשִׁיבָה א שׁ  ,ר۬
R’ Shmuel Berenbaum, זַצַ״ל. The 

discussion between the two 

 immediately turned to תַּלְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים

trying to understand an interesting 

concept that appears in a few 

places in שַׁ״ס of לְשַׁקֵר לִי   Let us ,מַה 

believe what we are hearing from 

this person ‘because’ this person 

has no incentive to tell this lie. R’ 

Shmuel offered his explanation 

with a complex סְבָרָה, but R’ Bakst 

would not accept the logic.

The discussion quickly turned 

into a full-fledged argument. Both 

raised their voices as they tried to 

explain their thoughts. It was as 

if they were in the ׁמִדְרָש  Their .בֵּית 

arguments were loud, and both of 

the יְשִׁיבוֹת  were waving their רָאשֵׁי 

hands excitedly. At one point in the 

heated argument, R’ Bakst rose 

from his seat, threatening to walk 

R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל related how when R’ Yeruchem 
Levovitz זַצַ״ל was ill and had lost his appetite, the 
doctor was extremely concerned. R’ Yeruchem asked, 

“If I eat the food anyway, what is the difference?” The 
doctor explained, “Eating food without appetite does not 
provide the same nourishment!” R’ Aryeh Leib continued, 
מ׳נִישׁט“ קעֶן  אַבּ רעֶן,  אָן  מִצְוֹת  אוּן  לעֶרנעֶן  רוּחָנִיּוּת;  מִיט  אֶמֶת  אִיז  זעֶלבּעֶר  דעֶר 
 The same is true with spirituality; [if one is] learning and — װאַקסעֶן!
doing מִצְוֹת without ‘fire,’ one cannot grow.”  

Source: Article in Yated

 This day was – 1647 / 5408 טֵבֵת 11

established as פּוּרִים of Mezhbuzh. The Jews 

of Międzyrzec (מז׳בוז׳), Poland, were saved 

from the pogroms led by Chmielnicki ימ״ש 

and the Cossacks during the infamous 

 Interestingly, the .(1648-1649) גְּזֵרוֹת ת״ח ות״ט

hero responsible for saving the city was 

called מָרְדְּכַי and his wife’s name was אֶסְתֵּר. 

 This day was – 1741 / 5501 טֵבֵת 14

established as חֶבְרוֹן פּוּרִים or ,פּוּרִים 

 ,5501 ,טֵבֵת On 11 .פּוּרִים The Window – טאַקאַ

the Pasha (Persian or Turkish Governor 

that ruled over a country or a province) 

demanded that the Jews in his regime give 

him 50,000 ׁגְּרוּש to annul his extermination 

order. The Jews fasted for three days and 

on the morning of 14 טֵבֵת a large sack 

with 50,000 gold coins was miraculously 

discovered on a windowsill in the main 

shul. 

 This day was – 1638 / 5399 טֵבֵת 16

established as פּוּרִים Baghdad the 1st. The 

Turkish leader Sultan Morad IV conquered 

the city of Baghdad from the Persians for 

the second time with the help of the Jews. 

The day was celebrated as a יוֹם הַנֵס (a day 

of miracles) by the Baghdad קְהִלָּה, and the 

city has a מִנְהָג not to say תַּחֲנוּן on this day.

This Week in History

away. He returned and begged 

the יְשִׁיבָה א שׁ  to explain the logic ר۬

of his פְּשַׁט. R’ Berenbaum repeated 

his thought, but R’ Bakst would not 

budge and exclaimed loudly, “…But 

what is your logic?” He then turned 

his chair away to face the other 

direction. A moment later, R’ Bakst 

turned back and they continued 

arguing.

The dancing began and it was 

not long before the two רָאשֵׁי יְשִׁיבוֹת 

danced together in the center circle. 

Hand in hand, they danced in order 

to be מְשַׂמֵּח the חָתָן. The obvious 

admiration they had for each other 

was clear to the onlookers.

 My חֲזַ״ל ,תַּלְמִיד teach us that 

 ,arguing in learning ,מִלְחַמְתָּה שֶׁלתּ וֹרָה

creates and forges friendship. Can 

you figure out why? Both people 

have the same goal — ד׳ לְמַעַן 

 and for the love of His ד׳ for ,וְתּוֹרָתוֹ

 רֶבִּי The same is true with a .תּוֹרָה

or father who is learning with a 

child. Both the רֶבִּי and father want 

to see the child being successful; 

therefore, the more they learn 

together, the stronger the bond.       

רֶבִּי Your  ,בְּיְדִידוּת 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…אָמֵן. יְהֵא שְׁמֵהּ רַבָּא מְבָרַךְ

 … May His great Name be blessed .אָמֵן…

The גְּמָרָא in שַׁבָּת כָּל — tells us (:קי״ט) מַסֶּכֶת 
גְזַר בְּכָלכּ וֹחוֹ קוֹרְעִין לוֹ  מְבָרַךְ  יְהֵא שְׁמֵהּ רַבָּא   הָעוֹנֶה אָמֵן 

שְׁמֵהּ any person who answers — דִּינוֹ יְהֵא   אָמֵן 
 with all of his might will have any evil רַבָּא
decree against him nullified. תּוֹסָפוֹת explains, 
in the name of the פְּסִיקְתָּא, that ֹבְּכָלכּ וֹחו means 
saying the words out loud and clearly. ּרַבֵּינו
 explains that it is very important to raise יוֹנָה
one’s voice aloud since there are some 
people who need to hear their voice in order 
to be able to concentrate properly on the 
words they are saying. רַשִׁ״י and most of the 
other מְפָרְשִׁים explain that the words ֹבְּכָלכּ וֹחו 
mean to concentrate on the meaning of the 
words.



Rav Shlomo Freifeld and his Yeshivah would go to a 
summer camp every year…

Together they swept, scoured and polished. They also 
spoke, joked and laughed together with their Rebbi.

That night the Rav acts on an idea…

When they were done, they were left with 
a beautiful, everlasting memory.

Rav Shlomo’s presence filled the room, making it 
an entirely joyful experience for the students 

to be there.

R’ Shlomo זצ”ל was born in 1925 in East New York, to R’ Shmuel and Baila Freifeld. 
He attended ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין and was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yitzchok Hutner זצ”ל. He 
married Chaya Sara Cohen in 1953. He moved to Toronto in 1963 and helped establish the
 .ישיבת ר’ חיים ברלין in מנהל of Toronto. In 1965 R’ Shlomo was invited to be בית יעקב
After the ישיבה moved to Brooklyn in 1967, R’ Freifeld  remained in Far Rockaway 
and founded ישיבה שאר ישוב with 12 בחורים. it became a magnet for young men seeking 
Torah. His first wife was נפטר in 1983 and in 1984 he married Rebbetzin Sara Etel Freifeld 
 פעילים and His people, and was key in establishing ד’ He overflowed with love of .שתח’
in ארץ ישראל. He brought many thousands of people closer to their Jewish roots.

י“ז תשרי   1925-1990   5685-5751

Oy, vay! Rabbi, I love the 
summer but I dread the first 

days. This place is such a mess! I 
will have to start cleaning up in 

the morning!

BACHURIM, the kitchen is a real mess. the 
cook just left for the night. I’d like to give 
him a surprise for tomorrow morning. Are 

you interested in cleaning tonight?

Ok... Sruly, you gather those crates and 
fold those boxes and take them to the curb. 
Yossi, go find a mop and wash the floor. Eli, 

Chaim and I will clean out the stove and scrub 
the counters…

Hmm…

Sure, Rebbi!...we’re 
ready!

Yossi, Can we move that 
refrigerator over there? 

that way the cook will have 
easy access…

Great job, 
team! We may be a poor 

Yeshivah, but that doesn’t 
mean that we can’t be a 

clean one!

אם לא עכשיו...
Let’s do it now.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudath Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869
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