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And qp¥'s brothers saw that their father was dead .. "Please forgive
the spiteful deed of the servants of your father's G-d." And Yosef
wept when they spoke to him .. And he [Yosefl comforted them and
spoke to their heart (x73-1v07) MWYNI2).

After apy's death, qoi's brothers noticed that his attitude towards
them changed. While their father was alive, they ate at qui's table
and felt he was friendly toward them out of respect for his father.
Once apy> was 09, they noticed that qo¥ was no longer as friendly
towards them. They feared that he might [stilll hate them and want to
“pay them back” for the npan. They pleaded with qo¥ to forgive them
for the suffering that they had caused him.

qud wept and comforted his brothers. Even when he had revealed
his true identity to them (n:m mwYNI2), qoP said, ". YNy 1asyn ON
D99 DPYHN MNNIY MNNT D M PNIX DRI D DPYya 1. — Do not be
distressed and do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here,
for it was as a provider that 7 sent me here ahead of you." Here again,
it seems apparent that 9o was not at all angry with his brothers. He
explained that the sale had been part of 1's plan. 7 had purposely
placed him in o1 so that he would be in a position to help his family.

Both of these opws seem to imply qoi»'s forgiveness, but there is

an important »na a»a7 that indicates that qu¥'s forgiveness was not
considered complete. »na 1127 tells us that Yxawr Y93 suffered the
terrible tragedy of the m39n » 1 nivy, who were murdered by the
Romans, as a result of the sin of qui» nan. Why did this happen?
Didn't q9u¥ forgive his brothers for their part in the sale?

»na w317 explains that while it seems that qoi» forgave them,
he never explicitly said. *I forgive you!" It is only implied by qo¥'s
statements. The sin lingered because the forgiveness was not
clearly stated! This is the reason for the difficult tragedy of the nJy
ma9n ") that occurred many centuries later.

nwn 1 Feinstein Yrgt would teach his onyn, based on this wan
»na, that saying “It's okay/It's no problem/Don't worry about it” is
not enough; one must say clearly, | forgive you!”

This »na a7 also gives us a new and better understanding
of the nightly custom to say explicitly, before going to sleep,
N1 DTN DIV VY XYY .. HNIN M7 DYIY Y 1313).., Master of the World,
| forgive .. and [now] no one should be punished because of me” -
since | am being clear in my n2nn. It takes great character to say,
‘| forgive you!" instead of some vague response; but when you do,
says »na w31, you completely remove the bad feelings that are
created, and the person who sinned against you will receive full

atonement for what he did.
Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi Scheinbaum)
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R' Aryeh Leib Bakst 5781 was born to R Yaakov Yehoshua
70, town 27 in Daltish, Lithuania. At the age of 9, he went
to learn under R"Neiman in Lida. After his myn 12, he went
ton nw. R Bakst followed the npw» to Vilna, hearing oy from 13121
2ya Leibowitz and the Brisker 27. During WWII, he miraculously escaped
to Shanghai along with 1 n2v». In 1946, he married "nox, daughter of
R Rogov, 17 of Sainy, Lithuania. They immigrated to the USA and moved
to Detroit, where R’ Bakst served as a npv» vy of nan nva now». In 1985,
he founded »279m Nvy NYiT NPWY, serving as npw» ¥NA for over 50 years.
R' Bakst was a beacon of light for the community; the people cleaved to
him and his exuberant n7inn nanx.

Gedolim Glimpses

R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst Y7yt in his nyxYip nov, defines
the dedication of a mna npw. “Itis not defined

so much by the fervor with which he learns

during the regular hours in N, which he

is obligated to do, but by what he does

with his time during his omyn ya. How does

he use his ‘free’ time? Does he plan exactly

what he is going to learn?” This idea applies

not only to awnanpvy. We are all defined by the way
we spend our ‘free’ time!
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.. which | took from the hand of the Emori with my sword and with
my bow (Bereishis 48:22).

DYPPN 0MP translates \nvpar >a7na as »mvad snivsa, with my
prayer and supplication. The Brisker Rav Y78t explains that there are
two types of ngam. »a7n2, my sword, represents the daily prayer written
by the nbimn npy »vax. A sword pierces with only minimal effort. So
too, the standard established nyom has remarkable spiritual powers by
virtue of its holy origin. »p¥pa, my bow;, represents a personal plea to
7. An arrow's effectiveness is contingent on the archer's pressure on
the bow. The effectiveness of an individual's nyam is determined by the
degree of his sincerity.

For the Jews of Lvov (Lemberg), Ukraine, 1989 was a year of great
miracles. The city's main shul was returned to the long-oppressed
Jewish community. With the fear of the authorities still quivering in
their hearts, throngs of Lvov's Jews poured into the restored shul on
the first night of mwn wxA. The majority of people sitting there had no
idea what to expect as they prepared to daven for the first time.

The 110 who was to serve at this monumental occasion was R Eli
Mintz of Monsey, NY. It was an opportunity that had to be maximized
— there would never be another first time. Fully aware of the historic
impact of this particular mwn ¥xy service, R' Eli went to ask advice
from his Rebbe, R* Shlomo Halberstam vy of Bobov. Who better
understood the tragic history of Lvov? The Rebbe's own father, the
Yy nvTp. was murdered along with his family in that very city. The
Rebbe was awed by the gravity of R’ Eli's mission, and his advice led
to an unforgettable, moving experience.

As R' Eli stood before the spiritually starved congregation on that
mYn NI, he understood that few, if any, of the people there had had
the opportunity to learn how to pray. Teaching Hebrew had been
forbidden for decades. R Eli spoke in Yiddish, witha community leader,

Chofetz Chaim

) PYD 2595 YN YWY MIN NN 19D
"Rabbi B. had a chart in front of the fifth-grade classroom that listed
all the math assignments and which boys had handed them in. Meir
checked the chart at recess time to see who had handed in the most
assignments. He saw that Eli had not missed any. He decided to ask him
if they could study together for the next math test. Eli said, "Sure! | am
also helping Ari, who has not been able to finish any of the assignments
yet, as you can see from the empty boxes next to his name.”

Was Eli's statement about Ari's incomplete work permitted?

*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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The Soul's Prayer

R"Melech Shochet, standing at his side translating into Russian:

‘oby Dby, my dear brothers and sisters. We know that ' listens
to any prayer said with heart. Listen, my friends, to a story. On the
night of m93 ov, before »37 93, the holy R’ Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev
pleaded with his congregants to pray from the deepest recesses of
their hearts that 7 should abolish a looming evil decree.

“That night, the room resounded with their wrenching prayers.
Among the crowd sat a wagon driver who was incapable of
articulating even the simplest words of prayer. He had never learned,
and he cried quietly for his handicap. Finally, he turned to 1 and
pleaded, ‘Master of the Universe, You know that | would like to daven.
All I know is the a-n. Please, /71, take the letters of the a-x and turn
them into words." He then began reciting out loud “1--2-x..." over and
over. After 193 op the Rebbe addressed the congregation, joyfully
informing them that in the may of the wagon driver's heartfelt 2-x, the
evil decree had been cancelled.”

R’ Eli raised his voice and pleaded, "My dear fellow Jews, many of
you who came today do not know how to daven, and it is not your
fault. Let us do as much as we can. Let us say the a-x together. Repeat
after me: x.”

The Jewish souls gathered in the shul that night cried out in one
thunderous voice, "x!" And then 21, and so on, all the way to ». Each
new letter fanned the roaring flames of their suddenly ignited souls.
When they came to », the emotion in the room was palpable. People
cried like children whose only desire was to be held, once again, in
their Father's embrace.

“Now," said R" Eli, “I am going to daven in the customary way." He
then began the evening services.

In the years since the doors of the shul first reopened, the impact
of that first mwn ¥xa remains. To this day, myn ¥x3 services begin
with the unique custom of reciting the a-x, reminding educated and
ignorant alike that prayer, at its essence, is the "service of the heart.”

Adapted from Stories for the Jewish Heart (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W Questions

1. From which action of awax apy» do we learn that a person is
required to give honor to royalty?

2. How does »vyn deduce which two of the brothers wanted
to kill qo1?
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e - The nmamwn holds that if one realizes that he forgot to say 2vm3 50 1m) after completing 19y 712 even a7 >73 7in before
191w3 ypn, he should continue to nYip oy and insert it just before yniv nnx ».
¢ Ifoneis concerned he may forget even in »2ip ypv, some say even the 2vn would agree that one adds 1vm Y0 ym before
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ear Talmid,

The npw ¥xA, R Aryeh

Leib Bakst Y71, would

become visibly upset when he

would hear n3in thoughts that he
believed were incorrect.

Once, at a mnn, R’ Bakst was
sitting next to the Mirrer n>¥» wNA,
R" Shmuel Berenbaum, 57s1. The
discussion between the two
onan TP immediately turned to
trying to understand an interesting
concept that appears in a few
places in vy of apwy »Y nn, Let us
believe what we are hearing from
this person ‘because’ this person
has no incentive to tell this lie. R’
Shmuel offered his explanation
with a complex n7av. but R* Bakst
would not accept the logic.

The discussion quickly turned
into a full-fledged argument. Both
raised their voices as they tried to
explain their thoughts. It was as
if they were in the v m3a. Their
arguments were loud, and both of
the mivw >vxa were waving their
hands excitedly. At one point in the
heated argument, R' Bakst rose
from his seat, threatening to walk

away. He returned and begged
the npw vxy to explain the logic
of his vya. R' Berenbaum repeated
his thought, but R' Bakst would not
budge and exclaimed loudly, “.But
what is your logic?” He then turned
his chair away to face the other
direction. A moment later, R Bakst
turned back and they continued
arguing.

The dancing began and it was
not long before the two niaw? »ux)
dancedtogetherinthe centercircle.
Hand in hand, they danced in order
to be nnwn the ypn. The obvious
admiration they had for each other
was clear to the onlookers.

My nom, 9nn teach us that
n7IR YY NERNIN, arguing in learning.
creates and forges friendship. Can
you figure out why? Both people
have the same goal — 71 w0y
imim, for '1 and for the love of His
nn. The same is true with a »a3
or father who is learning with a
child. Both the »a3 and father want
to see the child being successful;
therefore, the more they learn
together, the stronger the bond.

M7, Your ")

SageSayings

" Aryeh Leib Bakst Yvy1 related how when R' Yeruchem

Levovitz 9781 was ill and had lost his appetite, the

doctor was extremely concerned. R’ Yeruchem asked,
‘If | eat the food anyway, what is the difference?” The
doctor explained, “Eating food without appetite does not
provide the same nourishment!” R’ Aryeh Leib continued,
"OVIYN PP YI2 NN DIYD PR WY DN VN PN DN AN YT
nyopxn — The same is true with spirituality; [if one is] learning and
doing nign without ‘fire,” one cannot grow.”

Source: Article in Yated
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Understanding Davening

72312 N33 POY ND) JPN...
. N, May His great Name be blessed ..

The x7my in nmav mywn (bp:) tells us — 93
) 1 PYIP INiD 522 723 XD MHY NDY YN MYV
97 — any person who answers apy N> 19N
~37 with all of his might will have any evil
decree against him nullified. nispin explains,
in the name of the xnp>v9, that inia Y22 means
saying the words out loud and clearly. a2
m» explains that it is very important to raise
one's voice aloud since there are some
people who need to hear their voice in order
to be able to concentrate properly on the
words they are saying. »»¢1 and most of the
other ovH9n explain that the words inis Y22
mean to concentrate on the meaning of the
words.
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This Week in History

11 nav 5408 / 1647 - This day was
established as o9 of Mezhbuzh. The Jews
of Miedzyrzec (man), Poland, were saved
from the pogroms led by Chmielnicki v
and the Cossacks during the infamous
vrm nn i (1648-1649). Interestingly, the
hero responsible for saving the city was
called »»7 and his wife's name was 1nox.

14 nav 5501 / 1741 - This day was
established as yhap o, or oMo
Npro — The Window oyms. On 11 nay, 5501,
the Pasha (Persian or Turkish Governor
that ruled over a country or a province)
demanded that the Jews in his regime give
him 50,000 w3 to annul his extermination
order. The Jews fasted for three days and
on the morning of 14 nav a large sack
with 50,000 gold coins was miraculously
discovered on a windowsill in the main
shul.

16 nav 5399 / 1638 - This day was
established as oma Baghdad the 1st. The
Turkish leader Sultan Morad IV conquered
the city of Baghdad from the Persians for
the second time with the help of the Jews.
The day was celebrated as a vyn oy (@ day
of miracles) by the Baghdad nnp, and the
city has a»py not to say ynn on this day.
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RAV SHLOMO FREIFELD AND HIS YESHIVAH WOULD 6O TO A THAT NIGHT THE RAV ACTS ON AN IDEA..
SUMMER CAMP EVERY YEAR..

oY, vAy! eAagsl, T LOVE THE
SUMMER 8UT T DREAD THE FIRST ...)’WD)’ ND DN
DAYS. THIS PLACE IS SUCH A MESS! T LET'S OO IT NOW.
WILL HAVE TO START CLEANING UP IN
THE MORNING!

OK... SRULY, YOU GATHER THOSE CRATES AND
FOLD THOSE BOXES AND TAKE THEM TO THE CURS.
YOSS5I, 60 FIND A MOP AND WASH THE FLOOR. ELI,

CHAIM AND T WILL CLEAN OUT THE STOVE AND SCRUB
THE COUNTERS...

BACHURIM, THE KITCHEN IS A REAL MESS. THE
COOK JOUST LEFT FOR THE NIGHT. I'D LIKE TO GIVE
HIM A SURPRISE FOR TOMORROW MORNING. ARE
YOU INTERESTED IN CLEANING TONIGHT?

SURE, REBSI!.. WE'RE
READY!

TOGETHER THEY SWEPT, SCOURED AND POLISHED. THEY ALSO
SPOKE, JOKED AND LAUGHED TOGETHER WITH THEIR REBSI.

WHEN THEY WERE DONE, THEY WERE LEFT WITH
A BEAUTIFUL, EVERLASTING MEMORY.

YOSSI, CAN WE MOVE THAT
REFRIGERATOR OVER THERE?P
THAT WAY THE COOK WILL HAVE
EASY ACCESS..

GREAT J08,
TEAM/ WE MAY BE A POOR

YESHIVAH, 8UT THAT DOESN'T
MEAN THAT WE CAN'T BE A
CLEAN ONE/

RAV SHLOMO'S PRESENCE FILLED THE ROOM, MAKING IT
AN ENTIRELY JOYFUL EXPERIENCE FOR THE STUDENTS
TO 8E THERE.
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