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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל was born in Portsmouth, VA, to 
 His family moved to Baltimore to provide .ַמְטָלא and ִיְׂשָרֵאל
their children with a better ּתֹוָרה education. At ַּבר ִמְצָוה age, 

he went to ְיִׁשיַבת ִיְצָחק ֶאְלָחָנן in NY. He went to Telz ְיִׁשיָבה in Lithuania in 1932. 
In 1939, he became engaged to ׁשֹוַׁשָנה Bloch, the daughter of the ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה, 
 The wedding took place in America in 1940. In 1943, he became .ר׳ ַזְלַמן
 in ְיִׁשיָבה in Waterbury, CT. A year later, he joined the founders of Telz ָרב
Cleveland as ַמְׁשִּגיַח. He emigrated to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל in 1977 to found Telz-Stone 
 two years later, he ְּפִטיָרה s'ַזַצ״ל After R' Boruch Sorotzkin .ְירּוָׁשַלִים near ְיִׁשיָבה

returned to Cleveland. He served ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל with every essence of his ָחְכָמה 
and warm personality, as a ֶרִּבי and as a leader of the מֹוֶעֶצת.

 כ"ג טבת
5676 - 5741
1916 - 2001

The Munkatcher Rebbe ַׁשִליָט״א depicted his ֶרִּבי, 
R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל, by describing the 
tape of his ֶרִּבי’s final ִׁשעּור. At a certain point, 
one can hear that his ֶרִּבי isn’t satisfied; he’s 
unable to tie the pieces together perfectly. 
He tries once and then again, but it doesn't 
go. R' Gifter begins to cry, and then thunders 
to the נּוץ אֹויס יֶעדֶער ִמינּוט" ,ָּבחּוִרים — make use 
of every minute! There will come a day when 
the gifts you have from ד׳ will be no more … nothing 
lasts forever!" That was my ֶרִּבי! 

Gedolim Glimpses

ְוֵאֶּלה ְׁשמֹות ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל  

And these are the names of (ְׁשמֹות א׳:א׳) ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל. 

Most people think that they must do something unusual or remarkable 
in order to be considered an individual who was ְמַקֵּדׁש ֵׁשם ָׁשַמִים. This is 
incorrect. There are some special ַצִדיִקים who create a ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵּׁשם just by 
having their name mentioned. R' Noach Katz, the grandfather of the 
author of ַמְלּבּוֵׁשי יֹום טֹוב, was such an individual. 

Shortly before his passing, ַח ַח-ֵהן“ earned himself the nickname ר׳ נ۬  ”.ר׳ נ۬
He casually mentioned to someone that when he would be asked in 
 yes,” for he completed — ֵהן“ ,he would reply ,ּתֹוָרה if he had studied ָׁשַמִים
 ר׳ He was still referred to as .(ן=and 50 ה=5) ֵהן of ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה times, the 55 ַׁש״ס

ַח-ֵהן .long after his death נ۬

ַח-ֵהן  whenever anyone heard this unusual name :ְזכּות had a great ר׳ נ۬
and asked why he was called that, the person would be told the story 
that ַח נ۬  ,times. The questioner would be inspired ַׁש״ס completed 55 ר׳ 
and would redouble his own efforts in ּתֹוָרה study. 

On the words “ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבֵני   And these are the names of the — ְוֵאֶּלה ְׁשמֹות 
Children of Israel,” ַרִׁש״י comments, “Although He counted them by their 
names in their lifetime, He counted them again after their death to make 
known how precious they are to Him.” ַרִׁש״י then quotes ַחַז״ל’s comparison 
of ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל to the stars. Regarding the parallel between ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל and the 
stars, R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל explains in ִּפְרֵקי ּתֹוָרה: The stars are always 

present, whether by night, when they are seen by everyone, or by day, 
when the sun’s light renders them invisible to all. Similarly, ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ,ְּבֵני 
particularly the ַצִדיִקים, exist eternally, even after their deaths, when 
their “light” is no longer visible, but shines brightly in ָׁשַמִים. In the ְזכּות 
of the influence that ַצִדיִקים have on their ַּתְלִמיִדים and followers during 
their lifetimes, as well as after their deaths, they continue to reach 
greater heights, and that is their eternal existence in the עֹוָלם ָהֶאֶמת.

The ּתֹוָרה tells us about people whose names allude to their evil 
ways — ד  for instance. Their names are always associated ,ֱאדֹום and ִנְמר۬
with the ways of the wicked. Fortunate are those ַצִדיִקים — such as יֹו
ַח-ֵהן and ֵסף ַהַצִדיק  whose names inspire others to emulate them — ר׳ נ۬
and follow in the path of ד׳.

It is not only famous people who can reach this level. Even an 
ordinary Jew has the power to influence others positively simply by 
the mention of his name. For instance, a person can be so careful in 
using his time that when people mention his name they automatically 
mention that he is a ַמְתִמיד; or a person can be so careful in his dealings 
with others that anyone who mentions his name adds, "What a ַּבַעל

 or a young child who is outstanding ְיִׁשיָבה ָּבחּור he is!" Even a ִמּדֹות טֹובֹות
in some way can cause people to associate those qualities with his 
name whenever it is mentioned. He also belongs in the category of 
those whose very names are a ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵּׁשם.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ב׳ סעיף ד׳ 

 *While Ari, Chaim, Dov, Eli and Levy waited outside Zev’s house on their 
way to school, Eli complained to the other boys, “I think we are going 
to come late to Rabbi Weiss’s class again because Zev is one of those 
people who never can be on time.” During recess, Don asked Ari if Zev 
could be relied on to help bring the food for the surprise party they were 
planning for Eli. Ari replied, “On the way to school today, someone told 
me that Zev is always late …”
Is Don permitted to repeat Ari’s remarks about Zev’s lateness? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.  How did ִיְתרֹו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from ַיֲעק۬ב’s family? 

2. Which animal did מֶׁ۬שה use that was from ַאְבָרָהם’s time and 
that will live until the time of ָמִׁשיַח?

1.  Knowing that the waters of the well rose toward ִיְתרֹו ,מׁשה recognized that 
(2:20) ד״ה ָלּמה ֶזה ֲעַזְבּתן .ַיֲעק۬ב must be from the family of מׁשה

2. A special ֲחמֹור, donkey. This donkey was saddled by ַאְבָרָהם for ֲעֵקיַדת ִיְצָחק, 
and it is the same donkey upon which ֶמֶלְך ַהָמׁשיַח will be riding, as the ּפסּוק 
tells us, (ט:ט ְזַכְרָי׳) … (4:20) ד״ה ַעל ַהֲחמֹר  … ָעִני ְורֵֹכב ַעל ֲחמֹור

The One-Year PlanLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Aleinu L'shabei'ach (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  If one realizes that he forgot ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר after ְמָבֵרְך ַהָּׁשִנים during ִמְנָחה on a ַּתֲעִנית, he should add ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר before ֲעֵננּו in the 
.ׁשֹוֵמַע ְּתִפָּלה of ְּבָרָכה

 •  If one realizes that he forgot ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר after beginning ְרֵצה, he must return to ָּבֵרְך ָעֵלינּו; if he remembers after completing 
the verse ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון, he must repeat ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
 ְוֵתן ַטל וּוָמָטר ִלְבָרָכה*

Answer: Although Eli’s remark about Zev’s consistent lateness was said in front of a group of three 
people, Don may not simply repeat what Ari told him. If Zev’s lateness would mean that the party would 
be ruined if the food is late, then Ari should advise Don that another friend might be a better choice.

… ַוִּתְפַּתח ַוִּתְרֵאהּו ֶאת ַהֶּיֶלד 

She opened it and saw him, the boy (ְׁשמֹות ב׳:ו׳)

 like ַצִדיק that every person can be a (ִהְלכֹות ְּתׁשּוָבה, ה:ב) writes ַרְמַּב״ם
 One who achieves his potential by maximizing the talents and .מֶׁ۬שה ַרֵּבינּו
abilities bestowed on him by ד׳ can [on his own level] become as great 
as מֶׁ۬שה ַרֵּבינּו. 

When ִּבְתָיה rescued ַרֵּבינּו  from the water, she had no idea that מֶׁ۬שה 
this child would one day be the leader of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל and would be the 
one who would bring us the ּתֹוָרה. Similarly, every child has the potential 
to attain great heights, and as parents and teachers, we need to treat 
each child as though he is a potential מֶׁ۬שה ַרֵּבינּו.

*

No one could have predicted that the ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה, R' Mordechai Gifter 
 .ַּתְלִמיִדים giant who taught thousands of ּתֹוָרה would turn out to be a ,ַזַצ״ל
His family background gave no indication that he would become the 
 his father owned a grocery store, and few — ְיִׁשיָבה of the Telz ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה
of his relatives were ְּבֵני ּתֹוָרה. He attended Hebrew school, and at ַּבר ִמְצָוה 
age knew just one ּבלַאט of ְּגָמָרא. Despite his background, however, this 
young American boy had a tremendous thirst for ּתֹוָרה and grew into 
one of the leaders of his generation.

R' Gifter used to say that his original plan had been to learn in the Telz 
 in Lithuania for one year and then go into business or become a ְיִׁשיָבה
lawyer. Two things that he observed made him change his mind. One 
was the sight of 400 ָּבחּוִרים sitting and learning ּתֹוָרה in the Telz ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש, 
their faces alight with an otherworldly glow; the second was seeing a 
certain ָּבחּור whose appearance bespoke nobility.

R' Gifter was so captivated by this ָּבחּור’s regal manner that he 
assumed that the ָּבחּור belonged to an aristocratic family. When he 
inquired about the ָּבחּור, he learned that in Telz there was no one from 
a princely or aristocratic family. The noble bearing of this ָּבחּור was 

purely a reflection of the sweetness of ּתֹוָרה that was such a part of 
him. When R' Gifter saw how profoundly ּתֹוָרה can affect a person, he 
decided to remain in the Telz ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש. He left six years later, having 
mastered all of ַׁש״ס.  

For years afterward, he would reminisce about the ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם in Telz 
who would review 70 ים  ְקִריַאת during ֲעִלּיֹות between the ַמֶּסֶכת ַׁשָּבת of ַדפִּ

.morning ַׁשָּבת on ַהּתֹוָרה
He would also tell the ָּבחּוִרים in Telz, Cleveland, about the unique 

 he said, the ,ְסעּוָדה morning-ַׁשָּבת in Telz, Lithuania. After the ”עֹוֶנג ַׁשָּבת“
 .ִמְנָחה until ,ֲחְברּוָתא to learn, without a ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש would go into the ָּבחּוִרים
Their ֲחְברּותֹות then were ַאַּבֵײ and ָרָבא.

In this environment, an American-born ָּבחּור grew into one of the 
greatest ָראֵׁשי ְיִׁשיָבה of our time. When R' Gifter was barely 50 years old, 
the Steipler Gaon told people that he was the ָּגדֹול ַהדֹור.

R' Gifter and the Steipler Gaon ַזַצ״ל wrote their ּתֹוָרה thoughts on 
postcards. Each treasured the other's words. The Steipler would 
begin his letters with elaborate titles, but R' Gifter was uncomfortable 
with all the acclaim. He kindly asked the Steipler Gaon to abstain from 
praising him, saying that the Steipler did not really know him.

The Steipler Gaon responded in the next letter: "It is not true that 
I do not know you, since I have read your comments on the ִׁשעּוִרים 
given by the Telzer ָרב (ר׳ יֹוֵסף לֵײּב Bloch ַזַצ״ל) and from there I can see 
your greatness. Still, ְרצֹונֹו ֶׁשל ָאָדם ֶזהּו ְּכבֹודֹו, fulfilling the will of a person is 
honoring him…" R' Gifter could not hide his greatness from the Steipler. 

Any ַּתְלִמיד has the potential to become his ֶרִּבי's future prized ַּתְלִמיד. 
Do you think R' Tarnish ַזַצ״ל, a Baltimore Hebrew school ֶרִּבי, realized 
that the new boy from Virginia would be the future ָּגדֹול ְּבִיְׂשָרֵאל? Every 
 he ָּבחּור should dream of greatness. R' Gifter did. As a young ַּתְלִמיד
hung pictures of ְּגדֹוִלים in his dormitory room, and left an empty frame 
with the words written inside, in bold, "Why not you?"

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

Dear Talmid,

 One ַּתְלִמיד who 

attended Telz ְיִׁשיָבה over 

40 years ago related the following 

personal story:

Generally R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל 

would daven ִמְנָחה with the ּכֹוֵלל late 

in the afternoon; but on ֱאלּול  the ,ז׳ 

day that the women and children of 

Telz in Lita were massacred, הי״ד, R' 

Gifter observed יָארצַײט, and he was 

the ְׁשִליַח ִצּבּור in the main ֵּבית ִמְדָרׁש.

After ִמְנָחה, as R' Gifter made his 

way home, he passed some ָּבחּוִרים 

who had missed ִמְנָחה. He stopped 

them and let them know how 

disappointed he was. That night, R' 

Gifter gave a shmuess. At first he 

looked around and suddenly, he 

thundered, "!דרַײ װָאכן פַאר דֶער יֹום ַהִּדין 

— Three weeks before the Day of 

Judgment!" 

And then again, "דרַײ װָאכן פַאר דֶער 

 Three weeks before the — יֹום ַהִּדין!

Day of Judgment!" 

His booming voice made the 

room tremble.

Then R' Gifter mimicked the 

 as ָּבחּוִרים of the (shaking) ׁשָאקלֶען

R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל would often shout something 

encouraging when he saw the boys playing ball. When 

they looked at him with surprise, wondering why the 

ְיִׁשיָבה אׁש   :was cheering them on, he would explain himself ר۬

ַח!  A person must do everything — "ַא מֶענטׁש דַארף ַאלץ טָאן ִמיט זַײן גַאנצֶע ּכ۬

he does with all of his strength! !ַאזֹוי דַארף זַײן ִאין לֶעּבן — This is the 

way it must be in life!"    
Source: Rav Gifter (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

 ר׳ ַאְרֵיה לֵײּב ַהּכֵ۬הן Yahrtzeit of – 1812 / 5573 ֵטֵבת 19
Heller ַזַצ״ל, the ְקצֹות ַהחֶׁ۬שן. He was born in 1745, in 
Kalush, Ukraine, to ר׳ יֹוֵסף, a 3rd-generation, direct 
descendant of the טֹוב יֹום   he ָּבחּור As a .ּתֹוְספֹות 
learned under ר׳ ְמׁשּוָלם ִאיְגָרא of Tysmienica, Poland. 
He first presented his ְׁשַמֲעְּתָתא  ְּדָרׁשֹות as seven ֶׁשב 
said during ֶׁשַבע ְּבָרכֹות. His ְקצֹות ַהחֶׁ۬שן was authored 
in extreme poverty when he was a young man in 
Rozhintov. In 1788 he became the ָרב in Setry, and 
founded a large ְיִׁשיָבה. This city became a large 
Chassidic center. He was a firm ִמְתַנֵּגד, but he was 
recognized by the ֲחִסיִדים as the “prince of Torah.” 
His other major work was the ַאְבֵני ִמֻּלִאים.

ֶּבן Yahrtzeit of – 1204 / 4965 ֵטֵבת 20 מֶׁ۬שה  ַרֵּבינּו 

ַזַצ״ל  He was born in 1135 in .ַרְמַּב״ם the ,ַמימֹון 
Cordova, Spain, and learned from his father. He 
was around ִמְצָוה  when the Cordoban Jews ַּבר 
were forced to choose between accepting Islam 
and exile. The ַרְמַּב״ם fled with his family and for 
12 years wandered through Spain. It was during 
these years that the ַרְמַּב״ם wrote his classic ֵּפרּוׁש

 ,In 1165 his family finally settled in Cairo .ַהִמְׁשָניֹות
Egypt. He became the royal doctor after his 
brother, ר׳ ָדִוד, who supported the family, drowned 
at sea. Between the years 1167 and 1180 he wrote 
the famous (ַיד ַהֲחָזָקה) ִמְׁשֶנה ּתֹוָרה, a clear guide to all 
 written ֵּפרּוִׁשים There have been hundreds of .ֲהָלכֹות
on ִמְׁשֶנה ּתֹוָרה. On his ֶקֶבר are the words ִממֶׁ۬שה ַעד מֶׁ۬שה" 
ְּכמֶׁ۬שה ָקם  ַרֵּבינּו) מֶׁ۬שה From – ל۬א   the) מֶׁ۬שה until (מֶׁ۬שה 
 He ".מֶׁ۬שה there has never been anyone like (ַרְמַּב״ם
also wrote other works including מֹוֶרה ְנֻבִכים – Guide 
for the Perplexed, a complex philosophical work. 

This Week in History

they daven, and he continued, "And 

then you are going to daven … אּון 

ֶׁשל עֹוָלם װֶעט זָאגן ִרּבֹונֹו   is ד׳ and — דֶער 

going to say,?װָאס דרֵײסט דּו ִמיר ַא קָאּפ'  

— Why are you bothering Me?'"

 It is over 40 years later, and this 

 .is now in the professional field ַּתְלִמיד

However, every year, three weeks 

before the ַהִּדין  this individual ,יֹום 

hears his ֶרִּבי's voice thunder, 

 He sees an "!דרַײ װָאכן פַאר דֶער יֹום ַהִּדין"

image of his ׁשָאקלֶען ,ֶרִּבי and saying, 

"And then you are going to daven 

זָאגן… װֶעט  עֹוָלם  ֶׁשל  ִרּבֹונֹו  דֶער   and — אּון 

ִמיר' ,is going to say ד׳ דּו  דרֵײסט   װָאס 

קָאּפ  This thought rejuvenates "'?ַא 

the ַּתְלִמיד every year for his ַהִּדין  יֹום 

preparation.

 My ַּתְלִמיד, if a ַּתְלִמיד is hearing his 

 s shmuess 40 years later, we'ֶרִּבי

can learn a great deal about the 

sincerity of the ֶרִּבי and his message. 

However, there is another lesson 

that is equally important, about a 

 who listened and internalized ַּתְלִמיד

his ֶרִּבי's message too!

        !ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

Story adapted from Rav Gifter (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

 … מֹוִדים … ְוַעל … ְוטֹובֹוֶתיָך
Thank You … For Your goodness [in our lives] …  

R' Mordechai Gifter ַזַצ״ל would explain the 
importance of appreciating the wonders that 
happen every day. When good things happen, 
we tend to forget them easily. When we daven, 
we usually focus our thoughts on what we are 
lacking. When the plane carrying R' Yitzchok 
Hutner ַזַצ״ל was hijacked in 1970, Jews all 
around the world said ְּתִהִּלים for him and his 
fellow passengers to be released. One Friday, 
word spread that the hostages were going to 
be freed. R' Gifter instructed a ַּתְלִמיד to gather 
ten ָּבחּוִרים to say ְּתִהִּלים. R' Gifter explained to 
them, "Until now, we recited ְּתִהִּלים so that ד׳ 
should bring a ְיׁשּוָעה — salvation; now we must 
say ְּתִהִּלים to thank ד׳ for bringing the ְיׁשּוָעה!" 



Rav Moshe Schwab, the משגיח of Gateshead Yeshivah 
in England, was traveling with his wife to a simcha 

in Manchester. Tzvi, a young bachur who was a 
relative, volunteered to chauffeur them.

Years later, the bachur repeated this emotional encounter to his 
children. Almost forty years later the משגיח’s encouraging words 

still linger in his heart!

Along the busy motorway, an unexpected gust 
of wind surprised Tzvi as he passed a truck. 
He lost control of the car and it was sent 

spiraling off the side of the road, turning over 
many times before landing right-side up.

R’ Moshe Schwab, זצ״ל, was born in Frankfurt, Germany. He was the youngest child 
of R’ Yehuda and Chana. At sixteen years old, he went to learn in Kaminetz under
 In 1938, he .ר׳ אלחנן He then went on to Baranovich to learn under .ר׳ ברּוך ּבער
emigrated to England, where he enrolled in R’ Schneider’s ישיבה. From there, he 
moved to Gateshead to learn in the ּכֹולל, where he became close to R’ Dessler. In 
1942, he married רחל, the daughter of ר׳ דוד Baddiel, a founding member of the local 
and הצנע לכת ,שמחת החיים and with his unusual ישיבה In 1946, he joined the .קהלה
 are חסד The many stories of his .תלמיד on each and every השפעה he had a ירַאת שמים
legendary. His classical שעּורים  on ימים טֹובים  are printed in ספר מערכי לב .  

ב‘ אדר   1918-1979   5678-5739

Shalom Aleichem! Welcome back to ישיבה! Please 
come to our home after night סדר. My wife and I can’t stop 

talking about you…You drove so beautifully... We received many 
letters about the accident, but I responded to only one of them 

immediately.  It addressed inexperienced young drivers… I told the 
writer he was so wrong…If I had to go to Manchester, I would 

want you to serve as the driver again…

Rav Moshe, The publicity of 
your accident has caused many 
concerned people to send you 
‘get-well’ letters. I’ll leave the 

post over here.

How am I going 
to face the 

?משגיח
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