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Torah! hougnts

o2 1991 TND APY NN
apy was extremely afraid and distressed ... (N:25 MYNI2).

When he heard that his brother Yyy was coming with 400
armed men, Man apy went through elaborate preparations (sending
gifts, preparing for war and davening) in anticipation of this meeting.
Why did apy feel the need for all these preparations?

1y explains: XN — and he became frightened, 1> NV
— perhaps he will be killed; i 91 — and it distressed him, 31 ox
DINN NN NI — were he to kill others.

The Dubno Maggid explained this 7va with the following
ovn:

There was a certain town with several ill residents, but there
was no doctor in the town to treat them. Near this town, however,
there was a large city that was home to the governor of the entire
district. Unlike the town, the city was fortunate to have a prominent
physician to tend to its sick.

There was one person in the small town who was a relative
of the governor. One day, this man woke up with a slight headache.
Now, it was not a severe headache, and it did not really require any
special medical care. Nevertheless, the man began to groan loudly,
and sent a message to his relative, the governor, asking him to kindly
send the doctor to him in the town.

“Your headache is so minor; why are you groaning so
much?” the man’s family asked him.

Yahrtzeits ¢ Gedolim

1o 979  R' Chaim Chizkiyahu Medini, born in @%y1 to WN YN 1

5598 -5665  yroN and Kalu Vida, received n>>no at age thirteen. Two

1832-1904 years after his marriage to Njp27 at the age of eighteen, his
father was 209 suddenly. After his cousins offered to support him, he
moved to Constantinople. Thirteen years later, he moved to the small
Ukrainian city of Karasubazar. He served there as 217 for 33 years, fighting
the forces of the Karaites. It was there that he authored his monumental
work, TN >1Y, an eighteen-volume Talmudic and halachic encyclopedia of
universal acclaim. At the age of sixty-five, he emigrated back to o¥o¥y. He
lived there for two years before moving to 7921, where he was appointed
11 of the city.
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“Don’t be foolish,” the man responded. “Do you really think
that | am groaning for my own sake? | want the doctor to treat all
those who are truly ill and suffering greatly. | know that the governor
would not send the doctor for their sake. | am therefore pretending to
be ill, and | am hoping that the governor will send the doctor for me.
Once the doctor arrives, he will be able to provide his services to those
in need.”

So too, continued the Tn, there are “small” generations,
when the Jewish people do not have enough n¥23, merits, to deserve
Divine protection. 7 foresaw this and therefore placed our great niax
in situations that would prompt them to daven for the welfare of their
children and descendants in all future generations.

man apy, concluded the T3n, was certainly capable of
defeating Yuy. Yet he beseeched '7, “... Yuy T >N TN N) N8N —
Rescue me, please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Yy
.. (2225 mYNI2). For even though | can overcome the wicked vy,
what will be with my descendants?

apy, then, was not merely praying for his own survival, but
for the survival of all the ensuing generations of Jews as well. This is
what the PID9 states in ©@%nn (2:3), “ >Pon DY T2 N1y DDA T DY
apy» — May /7 answer you on the day of distress; may the Name of
Yaakov’s G-d make you invincible.”

Adapted from: A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Gedolim Glimpses

PN 0”0 1 Medini 9781 became famous as
one of the most brilliant Sephardic ©»27 of
his generation. He was revered for his great
memory and mMpTY; even the Arab
inhabitants of yinan accepted him as a

holy man. After his burial they tried to

steal his body but were caught. In his
memoirs, DX2¥1 PNhin Yy, NYn 1 Blau
testified to seeing the body in the grave; it
was as whole as on the day of burial. The grave
was resealed by the N1 n72n and that day was
declared a day of fasting!
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Living w:Torah

.OPD TY YN NP NIAYH NI,
... it is the monument of 5n7’s grave until today . (3:15 MYNI).

Y7 explains (DY N1apN) 17T v:N7n) that apy? was told by 7
to bury 507 on the side of the road. When 5x7¥» %32 went into exile,
they would pass by her tomb. Y7 would emerge from her grave and
weep... T answers her, npyos 1o¥ ¥ There is reward for your act...
0p13)7 0”2 13V), and the children shall return to their borders... 507
relinquished the opportunity to be apy>’s first wife in order to save her
sister from embarrassment. *1 gave Y1 a special N> for this act, and
only she will be able to successfully daven for the n7aNa.
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The following story was heard from R' Shalom Schwadron
‘;ng};

As a young man, R' Chaim Chizkiyahu Medini, author of »1¥
Tpn, a multi-volume encyclopedia of the X913 and its commentaries,
studied in a 9212 which consisted of a small group of ©»971x, who were
all omon >pnyn in their own right. R' Medini was known as the
brightest among them. There was one 7928 who was extremely jealous
of R' Medini. He tried to convince others that R' Medini was not as
great as people thought.

One day, the 9919’s sole benefactor told his group that he
would be leaving on a lengthy business trip. This was the opportunity
that the jealous 72x was waiting for. He approached the benefactor's
maidservant and paid her to spread a false rumor that R' Medini had
behaved inappropriately. Tempted by the money, the maidservant
happily spread the evil rumor.

Unfortunately, some people believed that this "holy" young
man was not the "angel" they had thought him to be. The jealous 7728
organized the members of the Y913 to confront the Y915 benefactor’s
wife and insist that she expel R' Medini from the Y9i3. She refused to
believe the story and decided to wait until her husband returned.

All this time, R' Medini, concerned for the 0V 7923 and the
great 71 939n, remained silent. Upon the benefactor’s return, a group of

Chofetz Chaim
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*Avi was learning in the n2>¥? library when Eli walked in. Eli went through
the index cards to find a particular 199 and then walked to the bookshelf.
Avi, who was a ‘D»99 genius,” noticed the 199 that Eli picked up and, as
usual, began giving an historical overview of the author’s lifetime. He then
began comparing the author to the other ©571) who lived over 150 years
ago and how the author’s Nn7im was sorely lacking in depth compared to the
other famous D¥917).
Is there any »ox of ¥37 9v5 about 25179 who have passed away?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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The Reward of Silence

D12 visited him and explained the situation. Although shocked by
what he heard, he did not act hastily. He went to the wqTn n12a that
housed his 9273 and walked up front to the W7ipn 1y, fixing his gaze
on the accused man. R' Medini felt the benefactor's glare examining
him from head to toe, but he just continued his learning in complete
devotion and piety. Everyone waited with bated breath to hear the
benefactor’s ruling. Finally it came.

"This young man," he said, "is holy and pure. | hereby decree
that any 772n8 who dares to even speak against him anymore will be
expelled from my 9915 immediately!" Having said that, the righteous
nan Yya went home and promptly fired his maidservant.

Before long, the maidservant used up the money she had
been given by the jealous 772 and, without a job, she soon found her
life to be extremely difficult. No one wanted to hire her, since everyone
knew that she had been fired by her former boss. She returned to the
jealous 772x for help, but he refused to even speak with her.

Desperate, she shamefully approached R' Medini. Crying
bitterly, she admitted her guilt. She told him that she was willing to go
public and tell the truth if he would speak to her former boss. R' Medini
thanked 1 for providing him the opportunity to prove himself
completely innocent.

But then he thought, what would he accomplish by exposing
the other 9928? People would talk about the terrible things another
02n Y1 had done —to slander an innocent colleague out of jealousy.
It would still be a terrible 1 930!

R' Medini told her to hold her tongue. He would go with her
to another man bya in town to hire her. He did exactly that, and the
woman was employed once again. Walking home, R’ Medini felt that
something had changed within. From then on, he saw phenomenal
N272 in his learning. He became a Mima Y7), and his 7299, TN >V, is
studied around the world.

Adapted from: R' Shalom Schwadron 2731
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W1 Questions

1. What was Yy’s reason for changing the name of his wife from
NRHIN to PTM?

2. Name three categories of people who merit that n7apn forgives
them completely for their sins (»niiy ¥ Ponin).
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® |t is best to place the N7 between 3 and 10 ©NoY from e Women played an important role in the victory against the oY,

the ground (i.e.,, 11.4" to 31.5" based on the strictest

MYY).

Greeks; therefore, they adopted the »mn not to work as long as
the nN23n lights must burn, i.e., for the first half-hour period.

“Since we only discuss 1-3nis77. it is important to consider these nisq in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.



Focus

Dear Talmid,

A businessman once
borrowed a large sum of money
from 3PN 0»N 1 Medini 578v's
Ny (free loan fund). This man
was known to be a trustworthy
person who paid off his debts
promptly. This time seemed to
be no exception, and the first few
installments were repaid on time.
Then the payments suddenly
stopped, and ©»n 1 did not see
the man for a long while.

o»n M’s usually glowing
countenance turned clouded
with worry — not over the loss of
money, but over the loss of the
myn of lending money to the
poor. The man’s delay of
payment meant that others
would now be deprived of loans.

One day, 0»n 1 met the
borrower in the street. The oan
asked the man kindly, “Is there
any reason why we have not
seen you these past few
months?”

“I was under a lot of
pressure,” the man replied.

o»n M turned pale.
“What have | done?” he asked
himself. “I have transgressed the
NIIINT MER of NN N, not to

Sage

pressure  those who owe
money!”

He immediately called
three Yidden who were standing
nearby and said before them, “I
hereby ask N2 nn from this man
because | acted improperly as a
creditor.”

The borrower was
astounded by o»n 1’s humility.
“Shouldn’t | be the one to ask
forgiveness for not keeping my
word?”

o»n M answered him:
“You were forced by your
circumstances ... but | oppressed
you; please forgive me.”

o»n 1 refused to budge
until the man called out, “ 5NN
199 — you are forgiven!” In fact,
only after he had begged for
n2nn three times — and had
been forgiven three times — was
D»n M satisfied.

My TnbP, 3PN D»N
could help others with the n»n)
funds; however, it was more
important that he should not
even come close to committing a

sin against the borrower.
ECRERRRIRT

mTT3, Your »27)
Story adapted from A Legacy of Leaders
Yehuda Azoulay

IMPIN 07N 1 Medini 9733, the 70 >TY, was walking in the street
on an Nay 17y. An Arab came from behind and forcefully bumped
the oon, nearly knocking him down. Angry bystanders moved
towards the Arab. ©»n 1 stopped them and said [in his native
tongue], “ I8 NIVYR D2IY HY DIa7 DYT 119 IMN X PN'D 19N DN N0
1NV — Leave him alone; this is an indication from 77 to [arouse me
to] do n29wm.” The Arab was so astounded by his words that he fell
on his knees and kissed the hem of ©»n 7’s coat.

Source: Heard around the nav table

Understanding
WP W2 OA0 D93 ... 090971 5Y)
And for the miracles...in those days, at that
time...

In the literal sense, this phrase can be
understood to mean that we are thanking
r1 for the miracles of N23n (and ©39) that
occurred to our forefathers (onn o2 —
in those days) during this season (M Y32
— at this time). The wmaY, however,
understands this phrase differently. It
contains a double measure of praise: for
the miracles of the past (bnn oM — in
those days) and also for the countless
hidden miracles that are being performed
constantly for us every day (Mmn 932 — at
this time) to preserve our life and health.
For the miracles that have happened
NN O»73, we include in our celebration a
“thank you” for all the continuous daily
miracles that are happening N30 y3a!
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This Week

19" 15p2 5533 7 1772 — vy of Y3 2T A
Dr¥y wor N, the Maggid of Mezeritch, the
Tnon of, and successor to, the founder
of MPoN, 21V oY Hya SXY> M. Born in
Lukatch (in 1704 or 1710) to op7ax M, he was
descended from yiNy 'xn 71 and A9 TI00 PN M,
who was a descendant of 920 M7T. In his
youth 9ya 237 1 learned with the yyim »9 in
Lemberg. In 1752, he became the oY bya
20’s closest TNYP.

His ©7non included: the Rebbe
21730 1210 XPOynY SNy and his brother
21710 "0 oNY9 (the NN Hya); the Rebbe M
Ny and his brother 79p°98 1 of Lizhensk
(72090 DYN); PR N2 M of Berditchev; oy 9
of Chernobyl; and Pt 2Ny 1 of Liadi,
among others. His son was DD7IX "M
TN9NN (1740-1766). The classic anthologies of
his teachings are © X >VIPY, 1IN NN, N
nnN, and others.

a2 2i1 M led the Chassidic
movement from 1761 until his passing. He
consolidated Chassidic  teachings into a
structured, cohesive movement. One idea he
emphasized was the importance of clinging
to 7 in all one’s actions — business, social and
religious. The Maggid also taught about
perfecting one's soul in order to bring about
the redemption of the world. Today, tens of
thousands of o0 trace their spiritual roots
back to the Maggid of Mezeritch.






