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After an unsuccesful operation in Austria, 
the Rogatchover Gaon, R’ Yosef Rosen, 

went home, still in extreme pain. The only 
relief he had from the pain was when a 
visitor came to talk to him in learning.

Dovid Finkel traveled over Europe and visited many 
of the gedolim. He came to speak in learning with the 

Rogatchover Gaon after a long and difficult journey...

His wife came to serve him lunch. The Rogatchover looked at Dovid and 
realized he had not eaten in a while...

י“א אדר    1858-1936   5618-5696

R’ Yosef Rosen of Dvinsk, the Gaon of Rogatchov, was born in Belarus. His unusual 
capabilities were already obvious when he was young, and at the age of 13 his father 
brought him to the Bais HaLevi in Slutzk. He learned an entire year with R’ Chaim Brisker 
(who was 5 years his senior) and the Bais HaLevi. He then went to Shklov to learn 
under R’ Yehoshua Yehuda Leib Diskin (Maharil Diskin). At 18, he married the daughter of 
R’ Moshe Garfinkel, a Gerrer chassid in Warsaw. In 1891, he became Rav of the chassidim 
in Dvinsk. The Rogatchover and his counterpart, R’ Meir Simcha (known as the Meshech 
Chochma, Rav of the Litvishe kehillah in Dvinsk), learned together and enjoyed an 
excellent relationship. He was known for his brilliance in applying his encyclopedic 
Torah knowledge to answer many difficult questions. He authored Tzofnas Pane’ach.

I had my spoonful 
of smetana; now it’s 

your turn...

How can I thank you 
enough? I never would 
have agreed to eat any 

other way...

this is a case of zeh 
neheneh v’zeh neheneh 
(where both parties 

have a gain!)

Reb Yosef, here is 
a bowl with smetana 

(cream), and the other 
is vegetable soup. You 

need to regain your 
health!

Thank you... 
but I really 

never eat these 
sorts of rich 

foods...

...and I have asked 
many gedolim this 
difficult question.

...they said it was a 
difficult question...
or do you say so?

The Rambam 
says...

Where’s that 
Rambam?....

hmm.. I have 
an idea.

How did he 
realize how little 
food I’ve eaten 
these past few 

weeks?

I will eat half 
the smetana and 
vegetable soup 
if Dovid eats the 

other half...

...I understand..

This is so 
important for my 
husband’s health... 

please don’t refuse 
this opportunity!

...shehakol 
nihiyeh bidvoro.
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״י יק  tells us that when a ַרשִׁ  arrives in a ַצדִׁ
city, his special presence is felt. In 1929, 
R' Boruch Ber ַזַצ״ל came to New York. 
The  city  took  notice  of  his  visit  and 
before long, Mayor Walker honored R' 
Boruch Ber with a ceremony at City 
Hall. He presented him with a key to 
the city and announced, “Rabbi 
Leibowitz is living proof that evolution is 
false.  A  holy  man  like him  could  only  be  a 
creation of G-d!” 

…ַויֵָּעֶתר לֹו ה׳ …   
ית כה:כא) allowed Himself to be entreated by him ד׳ אשִׁ רֵּ  .(בְּ
״י  ָחק answered ד׳ explains that ַרשִׁ צְּ  s prayers rather’יִׁ
than ָקה בְּ ּלֹות s, because the’רִׁ פִׁ יק of a תְּ יק ֶבן ַצדִׁ  are not like ַצדִׁ
those of a יק ֶבן ָרָשע     .This concept needs explanation .ַצדִׁ
 The ַט״ז, in the ָחן ָערּוְך לְּ ים נג:קג) שֻׁ  brings the ,(אֹוַרח ַחיִׁ
opinion of the ַש״ל  who says that when we have a choice of ,ַמַהרְּ
two ָּלה פִׁ י תְּ  whose abilities and character traits are equal in ַבַעלֵּ
every  way,  where  the  only  difference  between  the  two  י ַבַעלֵּ
ָּלה פִׁ חּוס is that one comes from a better תְּ  lineage, than the ,יִׁ
other, then we give precedence to the person with the חּוס  He .יִׁ
bases this ֲהָלָכה on the ֲחַז״ל quoted above regarding the prayers 
of a יק יק ֶבן ַצדִׁ ַש״ל The .ַצדִׁ  is of the opinion that this rule of ַמַהרְּ
‘the ּלֹות פִׁ יק of a תְּ יק ֶבן ַצדִׁ יק ֶבן ָרָשע are not like those of a ַצדִׁ  ’ַצדִׁ
applies for all different types of ּלֹות פִׁ  .תְּ
 The ַט״ז himself disagrees. Based on the words of the 
 his opinion is that it is preferable to choose the one who ,ָרא״ש
does not have such a fine family, because his ּלֹות פִׁ  will be heard תְּ
first. He quotes a ָפסּוק to support his ַסק ָשלֹום ָשלֹום ָלָרחֹוק …   :פְּ
יו ָפאתִׁ ַלָקרֹוב ָאַמר ה׳ ּורְּ  peace, peace, for the far and the …“ — וְּ

near,” said ד׳, “and I will heal him” (ָיהּו נז:יט ַשעְּ  ”The far“ .(יְּ
comes before “the near.”  
 This presents a difficulty with the ָמָרא ָבמֹות in גְּ  which יְּ
quotes ״י ּלֹות about the relative value of the ָפסּוק on this ַרשִׁ פִׁ  of תְּ
a יק יק ֶבן ַצדִׁ יק ֶבן ָרָשע and ַצדִׁ   ?How can we explain this .ַצדִׁ
 The יָמה מִׁ  offers an answer. We can say that this תֹוָרה תְּ
rule of ‘the ּלֹות פִׁ יק of a תְּ יק ֶבן ַצדִׁ יק ֶבן  are not like those of a ַצדִׁ ַצדִׁ
יק applies only when the ’ָרָשע  .is davening for his own needs ַצדִׁ
When one davens for personal needs, one’s own כּויֹות  are not זְּ
always enough and one can benefit from the added כּויֹות  of his זְּ
forefathers. But when one davens on behalf of others as a  יַח לִׁ שְּ
בּור בּור the ,צִׁ יק ֶבן ָרָשע will benefit even more if he is a צִׁ  This .ַצדִׁ
is based on the understanding that  ים דִׁ שּוָבה עֹומְּ י תְּ ָמקֹום ֶשַבַעלֵּ בְּ
ים ַלֲעמֹוד כֹולִׁ ים יְּ מּורִׁ ים גְּ יקִׁ ין ַצדִׁ שּוָבה in the place that ,אֵּ י תְּ  ַבַעלֵּ
stand, complete ים יקִׁ ַבַעל  cannot stand. This is because the ַצדִׁ
שּוָבה  has abandoned his evil ways and grasped the path of the תְּ
righteous, all on his own initiative. ד׳ loves the שּוָבה  that ַבַעל תְּ
sinned and came back, for it takes courage and humility. Is there 
any greater ְזכּות than this for someone leading the ִצּבּור before 
 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) עלינו לשבח :Adapted from                                              ?ד׳

ער ִליבֹוִביץ ַזַצ״ל ׳ר רּוְך בֶּ בָּ  was born in Slutzk. He was a close 
ב the Slutzker ,ַזַצ״ל of R' Yosef Ber Soloveitchik ַתְלִמיד  He .רָּ
was an ִעּלּוי from a young age and at 16 he went to 

Volozhin. There he became the ק  He .ַזַצ״ל of R' Chaim Brisker ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ
married the daughter of R’ Avraham Zimmerman and succeeded him as 
Rabbi of Halusk. In 1903 he was appointed head of ק ית ִיְצחָּ ת בֵּ סֶּ  in ְיִשיַבת ְכנֶּ
Slabodka. During WWI, he left Slabodka and relocated the ה  to Minsk ְיִשיבָּ
and then to Kremenchug and Vilna. In 1926 he re-established the ה  in ְיִשיבָּ
Kamenitz, where it continued to flourish for thirteen years. In 1939, he 
fled along with the ה ל to Vilna. He authored ְיִשיבָּ  .ַש״ס on ִבְרַכת ְשמּואֵּ

 ה' כסלו
5627 - 5700 
1867 - 1939 
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ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ִריד  יב ָהרוּוַח וּומוֹו ִ ַמׁשּו

ם ׁשֶ ַהגּוֶ

Dear Talmid, 
 Once, while traveling on 
a train, R' Boruch Ber Leibowitz 
יָבה the famous ,ַזַצ״ל  of רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
Kamenitzer Yeshiva, sat down 
next   to   a   bareheaded   Jew. 
Embarrassed at the thought of 
sitting next to such a יק  with ַצדִׁ
his head uncovered, the man 
immediately put on his hat. The 
יָבה  then struck up a רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
conversation with the man and 
talked to him for about an hour. 
When they parted, R' Boruch Ber 
embraced him warmly.  
 Having observed all this 
his wife said, “You did not even 
know that gentleman, and you 
are  so  careful  not  to  waste  a 
second. Why did you spend such 
a long time talking with him?” 
 “Did you see how he was 
ashamed to sit bareheaded next 
to me?” answered R' Boruch Ber. 
“This indicated a spark of 
warmth   in   him.   When   one 
detects such potential in a Jew, 
he must do his best to fan that 
spark, and hopefully, it will burst 
into a large flame.” 

 R' Boruch Ber’s love of 
 was matched only by his ּתֹוָרה
affection for every Jew. He would 
often say, “When I stand before 
 the Heavenly Court, and ,ָׁשַמיִׁם
they ask me, ‘What merit have 
you brought with you?’ what can 
I answer — ּתֹוָרה? There is only 
one thing that I could possibly 
claim — that I loved every Jew 
with all my heart. Whenever I 
walk in the street and I see a 
Jew, one thought comes to me 
— ‘a blessing on his head!’” 
 My יד  one can only ,ַּתְלמִׁ
imagine what R' Boruch Ber 
would have said to you if he had 
sat down next to you on a train. 
You can be sure that with his 
love and understanding he 
would  have  made  you  feel 
comfortable. If you see a new 
face in the class, or in shul, go 
and  welcome  him.  You  may 
never know how that spark of 
friendship can change his life 
forever!  

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

 
Story adapted from 

The Story of Reb Baruch Ber (ArtScroll)  

ּה  ְרבָּ נִּים ְבקִּ ְתֺרְצצּו ַהבָּ …ַויִּ  
The children struggled inside her (ית כה:כב   (25:22 ְבֵראשִּ
ה asks, why is it that when ֲחַת״ם סֹוֵפר ַזַצ״ל  ְבקָּ  passed the רִּ
ש ְדרָּ  ֲחַז״ל ,attempted to escape from her womb? After all ַיֲעקֺב ,ֵבית ַהמִּ
teach us (:ה ל דָּ  comes and teaches the ַמְלָאְך that during this time a (נִּ
baby the entire ה ֵבית  be able to learn more in the ַיעֲֺקב Would .ּתֹורָּ
ש ְדרָּ   ?ַמְלָאְך than he would from the ַהמִּ
 The ֲחַת״ם סֹוֵפר answers, although he was learning the entire 
ה ו was forced to do so in ַיעֲֺקב ,ַמְלָאְך from a ּתֹורָּ  ַיעֲֺקב .s presence’ֵעשָּ
preferred to learn ה ש in a ּתֹורָּ ְדרָּ  with friends who could ֵבית ַהמִּ
enhance his learning, free of the company of his wicked brother ו  ,ֵעשָּ
than to be taught the entire ה   !ַמְלָאְך directly from a holy ּתֹורָּ

* * * * * * 
 R' Meir Shapiro ַזַצ״ל, founder of the י  program and ַדף ַהיֹומִּ
ה יבָּ  of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, remarked in passing that his רֺאש ְישִּ
birthday, ר ים was approaching. A few ,ז׳ ַאדָּ חּורִּ  gathered around and בָּ
one of them, Chaim Levovitch, asked their י  what he would like for ֶרבִּ
his birthday. The ים חּורִּ  ,wondered how he would respond. After all בָּ
this was an uncommon question to pose to a ה יבָּ  .רֺאש ְישִּ
 After a moment of thought, R' Meir looked at the חּור  and בָּ
replied that he wanted ַש״ס. 
 Chaim was startled that the ה יבָּ  .had responded at all רֺאש ְישִּ
But his response was puzzling. The ה יבָּ  .ַש״ס had numerous sets of ְישִּ
Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin was somewhat unique in its magnificence 
and stately appearance. It had everything a ה יבָּ  needed, including a ְישִּ
beautiful ש ְדרָּ  .ֵסֶפר fully stocked with every available ֵבית ַהמִּ
 Noticing the puzzled faces of his students, R' Meir turned 
toward Chaim and smiled. “I want the ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  for ַש״ס to finish ְישִּ
me by my birthday.” 
 All of a sudden, this was no longer a little joke between the 
ה יבָּ ים and a few רֺאש ְישִּ חּורִּ  They quickly calculated that there were .בָּ
over 2,700 blatt in ַש״ס and a little over 300 ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  Each boy .ְישִּ
would need to learn close to ten blatt, a reachable but difficult goal to 
achieve. 

 A small group was appointed to administer the distribution 
of pages to the ים חּורִּ ר By sunset on .בָּ  the learning began. An ,ו׳ ַאדָּ
intensity stormed through the ש ְדרָּ  unlike any that had been ֵבית ַהמִּ
experienced before. The ים חּורִּ  had set themselves a goal and were בָּ
determined to achieve it. 
 The fire of learning spread throughout the ש ְדרָּ  The .ֵבית ַהמִּ
vast majority of the ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  stayed up even later than usual to ְישִּ
accomplish the awesome task they had undertaken. Anyone with a 
difficulty in the material he was learning would ask one of the other 
boys or one of the ם  who had volunteered to join the project. The ֶרֵבײִּ
special learning program continued throughout the entire night and 
stopped only temporarily for a recess for davening and a quick meal. 
 The frenzied pace and thunderous sounds of learning ה  ּתֹורָּ
permeated the ש ְדרָּ  As the afternoon progressed not an empty .ֵבית ַהמִּ
seat or wasted moment could be found. The sight and intensity of the 
learning was a spectacle to behold. !א יְרסָּ גִּ יק פּוַמיָּה מִּ  The — לֺא ְפסִּ
words of ה  !flowed ceaselessly from their mouths ּתֹורָּ
 And then, as the sun began to set, Chaim knocked on the 
door of the ה יבָּ ה s office and asked the’רֺאש ְישִּ יבָּ  to come into רֺאש ְישִּ
the ש ְדרָּ  They had a present to give him. Chaim escorted their .ֵבית ַהמִּ
beloved י ש into the ֶרבִּ ְדרָּ ה As the .ֵבית ַהמִּ יבָּ  walked through the רֺאש ְישִּ
door he smiled. 
 A loud bang on the ה ימָּ  brought an immediate halt to the בִּ
tumultuous din of voices raised in learning, and the group of people 
that had arranged the project acknowledged that their colleagues had 
finished their assignments. “ַרבֹוַתי, in honor of our י  we have ֶרבִּ
successfully completed the entire ַש״ס in twenty-four hours. We would 
like to honor the ה יבָּ ן with the רֺאש ְישִּ  ”.ַהְדרָּ
 R' Meir beamed proudly and, with tears in his eyes, thanked 
his ים ידִּ  for the most wonderful birthday present he could have ַּתְלמִּ
ever received. He then proceeded to recite, “ י  ְך ַּתְלמּוד ַבְבלִּ ן ֲעלָּ …ַהְדרָּ  — 
We will return to you once again, Babylonian Talmud  …” 

 
Adapted from Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף ז׳
*Phillip, a famous actor, was born to an Orthodox family and had attended a 
יָבה  in his youth. Unfortunately, his talents were noticed by the wrong people ְישִׁ
and the glamor of fame led him astray. His life was full of ֲעֵברֹות. He had a soft 
spot for the יָבה  of his youth and, as a ‘good-will’ gesture, decided to רֺאש ְישִׁ
send a large donation. When the ְמַנֵהל brought the check to the יָבה  he ,רֺאש ְישִׁ
was told, “Send it right back! I do not want to build a place of ּתֹוָרה with a ָרָשע’s 
money!” 

Is it ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע for the ְמַנֵהל to spread the story about Phillip’s check? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִּׁסּור ִׁיֶתָך applies only to someone who is in the category of ָלשֹון ָהָרע of א  ,ֲעמ
meaning: one who is considerate towards ְִׁצֹות  If, however, one is known as .שֹוְמֵרי ּתֹוָרה ּומ
an ִׁיקֹורֹוס  then it is actually a ,ּתֹוָרה by willfully denying and showing disregard for the ,ֶאפ
ְִׁצָוה  .about such a person ָלשֹון ָהָרע to speak מ

 The רּוָרה ָנה בְׁ ֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר holds that if one realizes that he forgot to say ִמשְׁ  וְׁ
after completing ָבֵרְך ָעֵלינּו even ֵדי ִדבּור שֹוָפר before ּתֹוְך כְׁ ַקע בְׁ  he should ,ּתְׁ
continue to ַמע קֹוֵלנּו .ִכי ַאָּתה שֹוֵמעַ  and insert it just before שְׁ  

 If one is concerned that he may forget in ַמע קֹוֵלנּו  some say even the ,שְׁ
רּוָרה ָנה בְׁ ֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר would agree to adding ִמשְׁ שֹוָפר before וְׁ ַקע בְׁ   .ּתְׁ

Happy Birthday

ֹלֹמה ַהֶמֶלְך .1 ָדש davened that any non-Jew’s request in the שְׁ ית ַהִמקְׁ  be בֵּ
accepted, even if he might be unworthy. From where did he learn this?  

2. What similarity was there between the dish that ַיֲעֹקב served to ָחק  and ִיצְׁ
the ָמן? 

ְָׁחק.1 ְָׁרכֹות who had complete faith, to get the ,ַיֲעֹקב wanted ִיצ  only if worthy of them ב
through ֵָּשו .ִדין ְָׁרָכה however, whose faith was lacking, was given an unconditional ,ע   ב
ֶּן ְלָך)  .(27:28 — ד״ה ְוִית

2. The dish that ַיֲעֹקב served ְָׁחק ְָׁחק had every flavor that ִיצ  wished to taste, like the ִיצ
 .(27:33 — ד״ה ָוֹאַכל ִמֹכל) which took on its eater’s desired taste ָמן

ֹלֹמה ַהֶמֶלְך .1 ָדש davened that any non-Jew’s request in the שְׁ ית ַהִמקְׁ  be בֵּ
accepted, even if he might be unworthy. From where did he learn this?  

2. What similarity was there between the dish that ַיֲעֹקב served to ָחק  and ִיצְׁ
the ָמן? 

ְָׁחק.1 ְָׁרכֹות who had complete faith, to get the ,ַיֲעֹקב wanted ִיצ  only if worthy of them ב
through ֵָּשו .ִדין ְָׁרָכה however, whose faith was lacking, was given an unconditional ,ע   ב
ֶּן ְלָך)  .(27:28 — ד״ה ְוִית

2. The dish that ַיֲעֹקב served ְָׁחק ְָׁחק had every flavor that ִיצ  wished to taste, like the ִיצ
יָבה the famous ,ַזַצ״ל R ' Boruch Ber Leibowitz .(27:33 — ד״ה ָוֹאַכל ִמֹכל) which took on its eater’s desired taste ָמן  of the רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ

Kamenitzer Yeshiva, lived during spiritually difficult times. 
He courageously fought the ים ילִׁ  anti-religious sect. He ,ַמְשכִׁ
once remarked about a well-known but irreligious historian, “ ֶער

יְך װֵײס  יז גֶעׁשטָארבן, ָאבֶער אִׁ יגֶע ַאַבֵײ אִׁ װֵײסט װאּו אּון װֶען דֶער הֵײלִׁ
יגֶע ַאַבֵײ לֶעבט!  He knows where and when the — װאּו דֶער הֵײלִׁ
holy Abaye died, but I know where the holy Abaye lives!” 
ים יקִׁ  !live on forever ּתֹוָרה and their ַצדִׁ

Source: The Story of Reb Baruch Ber (with kind permission from ArtScroll)  

ְסֵלו 3 ע   The day the :1702 / 5643 – כִּ הֹושֻׁ ֵני יְּ  פְּ
experienced a miracle.   ע הֹושֻׁ  Falk of ר׳ י ֲעֹקב יְּ
Frankfurt was giving a עּור  in Lvov when an שִׁ
explosion in a gunpowder storage area caused 
a fire and wrecked his home and all of the 
adjoining buildings. The   ע הֹושֻׁ ֵני יְּ  was פְּ
completely trapped under the fallen rubble in 
which thirty-six Jews were killed, including his 
wife, his young child, and his parents-in-law. 
As he lay trapped in the rubble he made a 
בּוָעה  and ֵסֶפר that he would write a שְּ
disseminate ּתֹוָרה if he survived.  
ְסֵלו 5 מּוֵאל  Yahrtzeit of :1631 / 5392 – כִּ ר׳ שְּ
י ֵלוִׁ יֶעֶזר ה  ָש״א Eidels, the ֱאלִׁ רְּ ה   born in ,מ 
Krakow in 1555. His father, הּוָדה  was ,ר׳ יְּ
descended from יד הּוָדה ֶהָחסִׁ  His mother .ר׳ יְּ
was the granddaughter of הּוָדה  Loewe, the ר׳ יְּ
פרַאג ״ל מִׁ ר  ה   He married the daughter of .מ 
Rebbetzin Eidel Lifschitz of Pozna, the wealthy 
widow of ר׳ מֶֹשה Lifschitz, the ָרב of Brisk. At 
the tender age of 20 he was already running 
the great יָבה שִׁ -in Posen. When his mother-in יְּ
law, who had financed the יָבה שִׁ  for some 20 יְּ
years, passed away in 5368 at the age of 100, 
he closed the יָבה שִׁ ין and became יְּ  in ַאב ֵבית דִׁ
Chelm. In appreciation of her ֶחֶסד, the 
ָש״א רְּ ה   added the name Eidels to his own מ 
name. 

חַַ …ַיַעְנָךַד׳ְַביֹוםַָצָרה…ַלְמַנצֵּ  
For the Conductor, [a psalm of ָדִוד]: May ד׳ 

answer you on the day of distress…  
The ִמְדָרׁש explains this ִמְזמֹור with the 
following ָמָׁשל. A mother and daughter 
quarreled and the mother was hurt and angry. 
One day, the daughter was giving birth and she 
began crying out in pain. The mother heard 
and could not bear to have her child in pain. 
She forgot the quarrel and came to soothe her 
daughter. So too, we caused pain to ד׳ and He 
was forced to destroy the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  and hide בֵּ
His presence. When we call out in pain on a  יֹום
 a day of distress, He listens and still comes ,ָצָרה
to our aid. ד׳ tells ל  when you are ,ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
experiencing difficult times and it seems like 
there is no hope for salvation, I am here and 
will answer your prayers, as it says, ַַיַעְנָךַד׳ְַביֹום
 recited with feeling in these ְתִפָלה Each .ָצָרה
difficult times will be answered and He will 
protect ל  .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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ָמא:  ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו ִהְלכוֹו
ִריד  יב ָהרוּוַח וּומוֹו ִ ַמׁשּו

ם ׁשֶ ַהגּוֶ

Dear Talmid, 
 Once, while traveling on 
a train, R' Boruch Ber Leibowitz 
יָבה the famous ,ַזַצ״ל  of רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
Kamenitzer Yeshiva, sat down 
next   to   a   bareheaded   Jew. 
Embarrassed at the thought of 
sitting next to such a יק  with ַצדִׁ
his head uncovered, the man 
immediately put on his hat. The 
יָבה  then struck up a רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
conversation with the man and 
talked to him for about an hour. 
When they parted, R' Boruch Ber 
embraced him warmly.  
 Having observed all this 
his wife said, “You did not even 
know that gentleman, and you 
are  so  careful  not  to  waste  a 
second. Why did you spend such 
a long time talking with him?” 
 “Did you see how he was 
ashamed to sit bareheaded next 
to me?” answered R' Boruch Ber. 
“This indicated a spark of 
warmth   in   him.   When   one 
detects such potential in a Jew, 
he must do his best to fan that 
spark, and hopefully, it will burst 
into a large flame.” 

 R' Boruch Ber’s love of 
 was matched only by his ּתֹוָרה
affection for every Jew. He would 
often say, “When I stand before 
 the Heavenly Court, and ,ָׁשַמיִׁם
they ask me, ‘What merit have 
you brought with you?’ what can 
I answer — ּתֹוָרה? There is only 
one thing that I could possibly 
claim — that I loved every Jew 
with all my heart. Whenever I 
walk in the street and I see a 
Jew, one thought comes to me 
— ‘a blessing on his head!’” 
 My יד  one can only ,ַּתְלמִׁ
imagine what R' Boruch Ber 
would have said to you if he had 
sat down next to you on a train. 
You can be sure that with his 
love and understanding he 
would  have  made  you  feel 
comfortable. If you see a new 
face in the class, or in shul, go 
and  welcome  him.  You  may 
never know how that spark of 
friendship can change his life 
forever!  

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

 
Story adapted from 

The Story of Reb Baruch Ber (ArtScroll)  

ּה  ְרבָּ נִּים ְבקִּ ְתֺרְצצּו ַהבָּ …ַויִּ  
The children struggled inside her (ית כה:כב   (25:22 ְבֵראשִּ
ה asks, why is it that when ֲחַת״ם סֹוֵפר ַזַצ״ל  ְבקָּ  passed the רִּ
ש ְדרָּ  ֲחַז״ל ,attempted to escape from her womb? After all ַיֲעֺקב ,ֵבית ַהמִּ
teach us (:ה ל דָּ  comes and teaches the ַמְלָאְך that during this time a (נִּ
baby the entire ה ֵבית  be able to learn more in the ַיעֲֺקב Would .ּתֹורָּ
ש ְדרָּ   ?ַמְלָאְך than he would from the ַהמִּ
 The ֲחַת״ם סֹוֵפר answers, although he was learning the entire 
ה ו was forced to do so in ַיעֲֺקב ,ַמְלָאְך from a ּתֹורָּ  ַיעֲֺקב .s presence’ֵעשָּ
preferred to learn ה ש in a ּתֹורָּ ְדרָּ  with friends who could ֵבית ַהמִּ
enhance his learning, free of the company of his wicked brother ו  ,ֵעשָּ
than to be taught the entire ה   !ַמְלָאְך directly from a holy ּתֹורָּ

* * * * * * 
 R' Meir Shapiro ַזַצ״ל, founder of the י  program and ַדף ַהיֹומִּ
ה יבָּ  of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, remarked in passing that his רֺאש ְישִּ
birthday, ר ים was approaching. A few ,ז׳ ַאדָּ חּורִּ  gathered around and בָּ
one of them, Chaim Levovitch, asked their י  what he would like for ֶרבִּ
his birthday. The ים חּורִּ  ,wondered how he would respond. After all בָּ
this was an uncommon question to pose to a ה יבָּ  .רֺאש ְישִּ
 After a moment of thought, R' Meir looked at the חּור  and בָּ
replied that he wanted ַש״ס. 
 Chaim was startled that the ה יבָּ  .had responded at all רֺאש ְישִּ
But his response was puzzling. The ה יבָּ  .ַש״ס had numerous sets of ְישִּ
Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin was somewhat unique in its magnificence 
and stately appearance. It had everything a ה יבָּ  needed, including a ְישִּ
beautiful ש ְדרָּ  .ֵסֶפר fully stocked with every available ֵבית ַהמִּ
 Noticing the puzzled faces of his students, R' Meir turned 
toward Chaim and smiled. “I want the ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  for ַש״ס to finish ְישִּ
me by my birthday.” 
 All of a sudden, this was no longer a little joke between the 
ה יבָּ ים and a few רֺאש ְישִּ חּורִּ  They quickly calculated that there were .בָּ
over 2,700 blatt in ַש״ס and a little over 300 ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  Each boy .ְישִּ
would need to learn close to ten blatt, a reachable but difficult goal to 
achieve. 

 A small group was appointed to administer the distribution 
of pages to the ים חּורִּ ר By sunset on .בָּ  the learning began. An ,ו׳ ַאדָּ
intensity stormed through the ש ְדרָּ  unlike any that had been ֵבית ַהמִּ
experienced before. The ים חּורִּ  had set themselves a goal and were בָּ
determined to achieve it. 
 The fire of learning spread throughout the ש ְדרָּ  The .ֵבית ַהמִּ
vast majority of the ים חּורִּ ה in בָּ יבָּ  stayed up even later than usual to ְישִּ
accomplish the awesome task they had undertaken. Anyone with a 
difficulty in the material he was learning would ask one of the other 
boys or one of the ם  who had volunteered to join the project. The ֶרֵבײִּ
special learning program continued throughout the entire night and 
stopped only temporarily for a recess for davening and a quick meal. 
 The frenzied pace and thunderous sounds of learning ה  ּתֹורָּ
permeated the ש ְדרָּ  As the afternoon progressed not an empty .ֵבית ַהמִּ
seat or wasted moment could be found. The sight and intensity of the 
learning was a spectacle to behold. !א יְרסָּ גִּ יק פּוַמיָּה מִּ  The — לֺא ְפסִּ
words of ה  !flowed ceaselessly from their mouths ּתֹורָּ
 And then, as the sun began to set, Chaim knocked on the 
door of the ה יבָּ ה s office and asked the’רֺאש ְישִּ יבָּ  to come into רֺאש ְישִּ
the ש ְדרָּ  They had a present to give him. Chaim escorted their .ֵבית ַהמִּ
beloved י ש into the ֶרבִּ ְדרָּ ה As the .ֵבית ַהמִּ יבָּ  walked through the רֺאש ְישִּ
door he smiled. 
 A loud bang on the ה ימָּ  brought an immediate halt to the בִּ
tumultuous din of voices raised in learning, and the group of people 
that had arranged the project acknowledged that their colleagues had 
finished their assignments. “ַרבֹוַתי, in honor of our י  we have ֶרבִּ
successfully completed the entire ַש״ס in twenty-four hours. We would 
like to honor the ה יבָּ ן with the רֺאש ְישִּ  ”.ַהְדרָּ
 R' Meir beamed proudly and, with tears in his eyes, thanked 
his ים ידִּ  for the most wonderful birthday present he could have ַּתְלמִּ
ever received. He then proceeded to recite, “ י  ְך ַּתְלמּוד ַבְבלִּ ן ֲעלָּ …ַהְדרָּ  — 
We will return to you once again, Babylonian Talmud  …” 

 
Adapted from Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף ז׳
*Phillip, a famous actor, was born to an Orthodox family and had attended a 
יָבה  in his youth. Unfortunately, his talents were noticed by the wrong people ְישִׁ
and the glamor of fame led him astray. His life was full of ֲעֵברֹות. He had a soft 
spot for the יָבה  of his youth and, as a ‘good-will’ gesture, decided to רֺאש ְישִׁ
send a large donation. When the ְמַנֵהל brought the check to the יָבה  he ,רֺאש ְישִׁ
was told, “Send it right back! I do not want to build a place of ּתֹוָרה with a ָרָשע’s 
money!” 

Is it ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע for the ְמַנֵהל to spread the story about Phillip’s check? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִּׁסּור ִׁיֶתָך applies only to someone who is in the category of ָלשֹון ָהָרע of א  ,ֲעמ
meaning: one who is considerate towards ְִׁצֹות  If, however, one is known as .שֹוְמֵרי ּתֹוָרה ּומ
an ִׁיקֹורֹוס  then it is actually a ,ּתֹוָרה by willfully denying and showing disregard for the ,ֶאפ
ְִׁצָוה  .about such a person ָלשֹון ָהָרע to speak מ

 The רּוָרה ָנה בְׁ ֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר holds that if one realizes that he forgot to say ִמשְׁ  וְׁ
after completing ָבֵרְך ָעֵלינּו even ֵדי ִדבּור שֹוָפר before ּתֹוְך כְׁ ַקע בְׁ  he should ,ּתְׁ
continue to ַמע קֹוֵלנּו .ִכי ַאָּתה שֹוֵמעַ  and insert it just before שְׁ  

 If one is concerned that he may forget in ַמע קֹוֵלנּו  some say even the ,שְׁ
רּוָרה ָנה בְׁ ֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר would agree to adding ִמשְׁ שֹוָפר before וְׁ ַקע בְׁ   .ּתְׁ

Happy Birthday

ֹלֹמה ַהֶמֶלְך .1 ָדש davened that any non-Jew’s request in the שְׁ ית ַהִמקְׁ  be בֵּ
accepted, even if he might be unworthy. From where did he learn this?  

2. What similarity was there between the dish that ַיֲעֹקב served to ָחק  and ִיצְׁ
the ָמן? 

ְָׁחק.1 ְָׁרכֹות who had complete faith, to get the ,ַיֲעֹקב wanted ִיצ  only if worthy of them ב
through ֵָּשו .ִדין ְָׁרָכה however, whose faith was lacking, was given an unconditional ,ע   ב
ֶּן ְלָך)  .(27:28 — ד״ה ְוִית

2. The dish that ַיֲעֹקב served ְָׁחק ְָׁחק had every flavor that ִיצ  wished to taste, like the ִיצ
 .(27:33 — ד״ה ָוֹאַכל ִמֹכל) which took on its eater’s desired taste ָמן

ֹלֹמה ַהֶמֶלְך .1 ָדש davened that any non-Jew’s request in the שְׁ ית ַהִמקְׁ  be בֵּ
accepted, even if he might be unworthy. From where did he learn this?  

2. What similarity was there between the dish that ַיֲעֹקב served to ָחק  and ִיצְׁ
the ָמן? 

ְָׁחק.1 ְָׁרכֹות who had complete faith, to get the ,ַיֲעֹקב wanted ִיצ  only if worthy of them ב
through ֵָּשו .ִדין ְָׁרָכה however, whose faith was lacking, was given an unconditional ,ע   ב
ֶּן ְלָך)  .(27:28 — ד״ה ְוִית

2. The dish that ַיֲעֹקב served ְָׁחק ְָׁחק had every flavor that ִיצ  wished to taste, like the ִיצ
יָבה the famous ,ַזַצ״ל R ' Boruch Ber Leibowitz .(27:33 — ד״ה ָוֹאַכל ִמֹכל) which took on its eater’s desired taste ָמן  of the רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ

Kamenitzer Yeshiva, lived during spiritually difficult times. 
He courageously fought the ים ילִׁ  anti-religious sect. He ,ַמְשכִׁ
once remarked about a well-known but irreligious historian, “ ֶער

יְך װֵײס  יז גֶעׁשטָארבן, ָאבֶער אִׁ יגֶע ַאַבֵײ אִׁ װֵײסט װאּו אּון װֶען דֶער הֵײלִׁ
יגֶע ַאַבֵײ לֶעבט!  He knows where and when the — װאּו דֶער הֵײלִׁ
holy Abaye died, but I know where the holy Abaye lives!” 
ים יקִׁ  !live on forever ּתֹוָרה and their ַצדִׁ

Source: The Story of Reb Baruch Ber (with kind permission from ArtScroll)  

ְסֵלו 3 ע   The day the :1702 / 5643 – כִּ הֹושֻׁ ֵני יְּ  פְּ
experienced a miracle.   ע הֹושֻׁ  Falk of ר׳ י ֲעֹקב יְּ
Frankfurt was giving a עּור  in Lvov when an שִׁ
explosion in a gunpowder storage area caused 
a fire and wrecked his home and all of the 
adjoining buildings. The   ע הֹושֻׁ ֵני יְּ  was פְּ
completely trapped under the fallen rubble in 
which thirty-six Jews were killed, including his 
wife, his young child, and his parents-in-law. 
As he lay trapped in the rubble he made a 
בּוָעה  and ֵסֶפר that he would write a שְּ
disseminate ּתֹוָרה if he survived.  
ְסֵלו 5 מּוֵאל  Yahrtzeit of :1631 / 5392 – כִּ ר׳ שְּ
י ֵלוִׁ יֶעֶזר ה  ָש״א Eidels, the ֱאלִׁ רְּ ה   born in ,מ 
Krakow in 1555. His father, הּוָדה  was ,ר׳ יְּ
descended from יד הּוָדה ֶהָחסִׁ  His mother .ר׳ יְּ
was the granddaughter of הּוָדה  Loewe, the ר׳ יְּ
פרַאג ״ל מִׁ ר  ה   He married the daughter of .מ 
Rebbetzin Eidel Lifschitz of Pozna, the wealthy 
widow of ר׳ מֶֹשה Lifschitz, the ָרב of Brisk. At 
the tender age of 20 he was already running 
the great יָבה שִׁ -in Posen. When his mother-in יְּ
law, who had financed the יָבה שִׁ  for some 20 יְּ
years, passed away in 5368 at the age of 100, 
he closed the יָבה שִׁ ין and became יְּ  in ַאב ֵבית דִׁ
Chelm. In appreciation of her ֶחֶסד, the 
ָש״א רְּ ה   added the name Eidels to his own מ 
name. 

חַַ …ַיַעְנָךַד׳ְַביֹוםַָצָרה…ַלְמַנצֵּ  
For the Conductor, [a psalm of ָדִוד]: May ד׳ 

answer you on the day of distress…  
The ִמְדָרׁש explains this ִמְזמֹור with the 
following ָמָׁשל. A mother and daughter 
quarreled and the mother was hurt and angry. 
One day, the daughter was giving birth and she 
began crying out in pain. The mother heard 
and could not bear to have her child in pain. 
She forgot the quarrel and came to soothe her 
daughter. So too, we caused pain to ד׳ and He 
was forced to destroy the ית ַהִמְקָדׁש  and hide בֵּ
His presence. When we call out in pain on a  יֹום
 a day of distress, He listens and still comes ,ָצָרה
to our aid. ד׳ tells ל  when you are ,ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
experiencing difficult times and it seems like 
there is no hope for salvation, I am here and 
will answer your prayers, as it says, ַַיַעְנָךַד׳ְַביֹום
 recited with feeling in these ְתִפָלה Each .ָצָרה
difficult times will be answered and He will 
protect ל  .ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

Living   Torahwith 
the

Halacha 
Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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