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ו ַָּׂתמָׂ ת שָׂ ָׂרה … ַּויָׂבא אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ ם ל ְִׁספד לְשָׂ ָׂרה וְ לִׁבְ כ ָׂתּה

 שָׂ ָׂרהdied … and  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םcame to eulogize  שָׂ ָׂרהand to cry for her

(ב:אשית כג
ִׁ )בְ ֵר.
There is a well-known  ִׁמ ְד ָׂרש ַּתנְחוּמָׂ אat the end of פ ָָׂׂרשַּ ת ַּוי ֵָׂרא
which says that the [ מַּ לְאְַך הַּ מָׂ וֶתAngel of Death] came to  שָׂ ָׂרהand told
her that  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םtook her son יִׁצְ חָׂ ק, bound him up to the ַּמזְ בֵ ח,
ִׁ lifted the
knife to slaughter him, brought the knife down to the child's neck ... and
then the angel paused. When  שָׂ ָׂרהheard this part of the story, she died
from the shock of what she thought was the death of her only son, יִׁצְ חָׂ ק.
Rav Dovid Kviat asks a simple question. When the מַּ לְאְַך הַּ מָׂ ֶות
comes to any person when his time is up, he does not require the use of
any scare tactics to accomplish his task. Why then did he scare her to
death, so to speak? Did he get gleeful pleasure from shocking שָׂ ָׂרה, so
she would die this way? Why didn't he just come and take her נְשָׂ מָׂ ה
[soul], and achieve his goal? שָׂ ָׂרה, after all, lived a full 127 years. Her
time was up. She certainly did not die prematurely. Why does the ַּמלְאְַך
 הַּ מָׂ וֶתhave to resort to tricks here before taking her ?נְשָׂ מָׂ ה
The answer is that this is what our Sages mean when they say,
"Where did  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םcome from? He came from הַּ ר הַּ מֹ ִׁריָׂה." The ַּמלְאְַך
 הַּ מָׂ וֶתdid not give up! He was not satisfied that  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םhad passed the
test of the ע ֲֵקדָׂ ה, the binding of יִׁצְ חָׂ ק. The  מַּ לְאְַך הַּ מָׂ וֶתhad one more trick
up his sleeve.
"I'll kill  שָׂ ָׂרהas a result of the  !ע ֲֵקדָׂ הWhen  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םcomes back,

proud of having come through the test unscathed, when he feels good
about himself, and good about the ע ֲֵקדָׂ ה, he'll find that his wife has died
as a result of the ע ֲֵקדָׂ ה. We'll see what his attitude will be then!"
Will he say "Oy, the  ע ֲֵקדָׂ הcost me my wife!"? Will  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םhave
regrets, perhaps, even for an instant, about the ?ע ֲֵקדָׂ ה
This is a very common phenomenon. People die. Doctors,
psychologists and psychiatrists can testify that one of the most common
reactions after people die is that relatives start blaming themselves.
“Had I taken him to the doctor one more time, perhaps he would have
lived; had I done this or that, maybe he would still be alive. Maybe if I
would have been a better person, he would have lived." The family
members suffer terribly from guilt!
The  מַּ לְאְַך הַּ מָׂ וֶתwanted to see whether he could get  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םto
regret his actions at the  ע ֲֵקדָׂ הeven temporarily. That is what  חֲ זַּ״לmean
when they say "And  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םcame from  — "הַּ ר הַּ מֹ ִׁריָׂהi.e. with הַּ ר ַּהמֹ ִׁריָׂה
fresh in his mind, knowing that he had passed the test.
"Maybe," the Angel of Death reasoned, "I can get him to have
second thoughts about his righteousness on הַּ ר הַּ מֹ ִׁריָׂה." But the ַּמלְאְַך
 הַּ מָׂ וֶתwas not successful.  אַבְ ָׂרהָׂ םcame from  — הַּ ר הַּ מֹ ִׁריָׂהto mourn and
to eulogize  — שָׂ ָׂרהwith the same dedication and trust in G-d that he
demonstrated on הַּ ר הַּ מֹ ִׁריָׂה.

 ר׳ ַי ֲעקֺבLeizer זַ צַ ״ל, the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also known as
R' Yankele of Antwerp, was born in Galicia, Poland. He
received  ְס ִמיכָ הin  ד' חֶ לְ ֵקי שֻׁ לְ חָ ן עָ רוְּךfrom several
prominent  ַרבָ נִ יםwhile he was still a בָ חוּר. Upon the advice of his רבִ י,ֶ R'
Chuna Halberstam זַ צַ ״ל, the Koloshitzer רבִ י,ֶ he agreed to serve as the ָרב
of Yashlisk, even before his marriage. In 1930, he married אַלְטעֶ בִ ינָה, the
daughter of  ר׳ מ ֶֺשה יִ צְ חָ קof Pshevorsk, known as R' Itzikel. Together, they
were sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. Until R' Itzikel's final day, R'
Yankele did not leave his side. With R' Itzikel's ירה
ָ  פְ ִטin 1976, R' Yankele
became רבִ י.ֶ His  כִ ְתבֵ י קוֹדֶ שand יקים
ִ פוּרי צַ ִד
ֵ  ִסare testimony to his
greatness in תּוֹרה
ָ and י ְִראַת ָשמַ יִ ם.
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Adapted from : Rabbi Yissocher Frand Tape # 72 (with kind permission)

On  ת״ש,( כ״ג ִסיוָןJune 29, 1940) R' Itzikel זַצַ ״ל
and R' Yankele זַצַ ״ל, along with many
Galician Jews, were gathered and taken
by train to Siberia. Turning to face the
broken-hearted crowd, R' Itzikel said,
"Today is a special day in our history; it is
the day that the 2nd letter was sent in the
days of  מָ ְר ְדכַיand א ְס ֵּתר.
ֶ Just as כְ לַל י ְִש ָר ֵּאל
saw a  יְשׁוּעָ הat that time, we will also see a
 "!יְשׁוּעָ הThis lifted the people's spirits and,
ultimately, the 'רבִ יs
ֶ words proved true.
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ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ח׳ סעיף ו׳
*Harry Weinberg was new in town. Although he went to shul 3 times a day and
kept  שַׁ בָּ תin public, rumor had it that not only was he not שוֹמֵ ר שַׁ בָּ ת, he was a
missionary! Yechezkel Jacobs was not one who was ever aware of the ‘town
rumors.’ He had a business opportunity and was looking for a partner and
asked Manny if he should partner with Harry. Manny knew about the rumors
and was concerned about saying anything that is לָּ שוֹן הָּ ָּרע.
What is the correct way for Manny to handle the situation?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

Answer: As we learned last week, the  ִאסּוּרof  לָּ שוֹן הָּ ָּרעdoes not apply to an אפִ יקוֹרוֹס.
ֶ This
is only true if one actually heard the יקוֹרסוּת
ְ
ִ ֶאפdirectly or it is an established fact. In our
case, it is only a rumor; therefore, Manny should advise Yechezkel, only privately, that he
heard an unsubstantiated rumor.



:יווֹמא
ָ ִה ְלכווֹת ִענְ יָנֵ י ְד
וּמווֹריד
ִ ַמ וּ ׁ ִשיב ָהרו ַוּח ו
ַה ֶ וּג ׁ ֶשם

looked around, but he did not even know whom to ask. He stood,
undecided for a moment, before finally making up his mind. He would
simply sleep in the  בֵ ית ִּמ ְד ָרשthat night. In the morning he would find a
way to sort it all out.
In the middle of the night, the  ֹראש י ְִּשיבָ ה, R' Aharon Kotler,
( זַצַ ״ל1891-1962) came into the בֵ ית ִּמ ְד ָרש. He immediately noticed a
form sprawled out on one of the benches. Coming closer, he realized
that it was none other than his new תל ְִּמיד,
ַ sleeping restlessly in the
בֵ ית ִּמ ְד ָרש.
R' Aharon watched as the young man slowly opened his
eyes, clearly unable to sleep well in his uncomfortable position. “Why
aren’t you sleeping in your bed?” he asked softly.
R' Yaakov Yitzchok squinted upward at the  ֹראש י ְִּשיבָ ה, his
eyes bleary with exhaustion. “No one told me where I was supposed
to sleep, so I thought I would just sleep here.”
“Come, please get up. You won’t be comfortable here or
feel rested for learning tomorrow,” the  ֹראש י ְִּשיבָ הurged him. “I
prepared a bed for you myself.”
As R' Yaakov Yitzchok struggled to his feet, R' Aharon gave
him precise directions on how to find his room. R' Yaakov Yitzchok
followed the directions to a private room with a beautifully made bed.
Still exhausted, he immediately sank into the bed and slept soundly for
the rest of the night.
The next day, R' Yaakov Yitzchok woke up feeling rested and
refreshed. He met his fellow students and told them how well he’d
slept in his private room.
“A private room!” some of his friends marveled. “What in
the world are you talking about?”
It was only then that R' Yaakov Yitzchok discovered that R'
Aharon had remained awake the rest of the night, just so his תַ ל ְִּמיד
could sleep comfortably … in R' Aharon’s own bed!
Adapted from: Visions of Greatness VII (with kind permission from CIS)
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 אֹ ָתּה... ֶׁיה ַה ִּטי נָא כַדֵ ְך וְ ֶׁא ְש ֶׁתה וְ ָא ְמ ָרה ְש ֵתה וְ גַם גְ מַ לֶׁיָך
ָ וְ ָהיָה ַה ַנע ֲָר אֲ ֶׁשר אֹ ַמר ֵאל
)י״ד:אשית כ״ד
ִּ  (בְ ֵר.ית ֶׁח ֶׁסד עִּ ם אֲ דֹנִּי
ָ הכ ְַח ָת לְעַ ְב ְדָך ְלי ְִּצ ָחק וּבָ ּה ֵא ַדע כִּ י עָ ִּש
ֹ
“Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say, ‘Please tip
your jug so I may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will even water
your camels,’ her will You have chosen for Your servant, for  ;יִּצְ חָ קand
may I know through her that You have done kindness with my master.”
She is [a] fitting [spouse] for him, in that she will perform
acts of kindness, and she is worthy to enter the household of אַבְ ָרהָ ם.
The meaning of ת
ָּ  הוֹכ ְַחis ָּיר ְרת
ַ ִּ — בYou have selected ()ר ִּש״י.
ַ
In the first  פ ֶֶׁׁרקof ד ֶׁרְך ַה ַחיִּים,
ֶׁ the  מַ הַ ַר״ל ִּמפְ ַרגexplains that
the reason  ֶׁאלִּיעֶׁ זֶׁרsought a girl with the  ִּמדָ הof  ֶׁח ֶׁסדwas that he
needed to find a wife with a trait that is one of the three pillars that
hold up the world – חסֶׁ ד.
ֶׁ  ִּי ְצ ָחקrepresents the second pillar, ֲבוֹדה
ָ  ;עand
together they had  ַיעֲקֹב, who represents the third pillar, תוֹרה.
ָ
This is
what we learn in the  ִּמ ְשנָהin ב( פִּ ְר ֵקי אָבוֹת:)א: עַ ל ְשלֹ ָשה ְדבָ ִּרים ָהעוֹלָם
תוֹרה וְ עַ ל ָהעֲבוֹדָ ה וְ עַ ל גְ ִּמילוּת חֲ סָ ִּדים
ָ  עַ ל ַה:עוֹמד.
ֵ
These three pillars —
תוֹרה,
ָ
 ְתפִּ לָהand kindness — are the fundamental traits that keep the
world in existence, and are also the foundation of כְ לַ ל י ְִּש ָר ֵאל.
The  מַ הַ ַר״לexplains further that all of these  ִּמדוֹתare
intertwined. ’אַבְ ָרהָ םs  ֶׁח ֶׁסדis linked to י ְִּצ ָחק. ’י ְִּצ ָחקs ֲבוֹדה
ָ  עis linked to
 ַיעֲקֹב.  ֶׁאלִּיעֶׁ זֶׁרneeded to find a wife for  י ְִּצ ָחקthat represented — ֶׁחסֶׁ ד
one of the three pillars of the world — to complement  י ְִּצ ָחקto build
the pillar of תוֹרה
ָ —  ַיעֲקֹב. A תוֹרה
ָ  בֶׁ ןhas these three traits intertwined.
¤
¤
¤
When R' Yaakov Yitzchok Spiegel was accepted to Beth
Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, NJ, he headed straight to the בֵ ית ִּמ ְד ָרש
to learn. He assumed that someone would let him know where he
would be sleeping, so he didn’t waste time worrying about it. Instead,
he spent the afternoon deep in study among the other students in the
Lakewood י ְִּשיבָ ה.
It was only when evening arrived that he realized that he still
did not know where to spend the night. The  בֵ ית ִּמ ְד ָרשhad begun
emptying out, students hurrying off in all directions. R' Yaakov Yitzchok

וּמוֹריד ַהג ֶֶּּשם
ִּׁ
ַ מַ ִּׁשיב ָהרוּחis an additional praise of ד׳, not a direct request for
rain; therefore, if one accidentally says מוֹריד הַ טָ ל
ִּׁ instead of ַמַ ִּׁשיב הָ רוּח
וּמוֹריד הַ ג ֶֶּּשם,
ִּׁ
it is an added praise and no correction is needed.



 וְ ֵתן טַ ל וּמָ טָ רis a direct request for rain; therefore, one who missed וְ ֵתן טַ ל
וּמָ טָ ר, or said וְ ֵתן בְ ָרכָ ה, must correct himself and say וְ ֵתן טַ ל וּמָ טָ ר.

…ל ְַמנַצֵּ חַַ…יַעַ נְָךַד׳ַבְ יוֹםַצָ ָרה

Dear Talmid,
The Rebbe R' Yankele of
Antwerp would often tell his
ידים
ִ חֲ ִס: " ִמדּוֹתare the most
important thing in ֲבוֹדת ד׳
ַ ע." The
Rebbe lived his exalted life by
these words, as the following
story, related by Dayan Eliyahu
Sternbuch שַ לִ יטָ ״א, the leader of
the Antwerp community, clearly
illustrates:
R' Yankele was once
"arguing in learning" with his
friend R' Yosef Weiss, the city’s
שוֹחֵ ט, and they got into a heated
debate over a certain פְּ שַ ט. At a
high point in the argument, R'
Yankele muttered, ‘I don’t know
how one can speak with such עַ ם
הָ אֲ ָרצוּת, ignorance!’
After returning home, R'
Yankele gave it some thought and
could not believe that he had
spoken to יוֹסף
ֵ  ר׳that way. He
began to pace up and down in
the house, very upset that he had
spoken in such a fashion. He then
phoned יוֹסף
ֵ  ר׳and begged him
for מ ִחילָ ה.
ְּ Of course, ר׳ יוֹסֵ ף
forgave him, not having been
offended in any way. That was
the way one spoke when arguing
in learning. However, R' Yankele

did not calm down. He sat down
to write  ר׳ יוֹסֵ ףa heartfelt letter
asking for forgiveness.  ר׳ יוֹסֵ ףdid
not understand what the fuss was
about.
The story did not end
there. R' Yankele then composed
another letter to R' Chaim
Kreiswirth זַ צַ ״ל, with whom ר׳
 יוֹסֵ ףhad a connection because of
his  ְּש ִחיטָ הwork, and asked R'
Chaim to try to persuade יוֹסף
ֵ ר׳
to truly forgive him for what he
had said. יוֹסף
ֵ  ר׳told everyone
that he had not even felt the
slightest bit offended; R' Yankele
had said it with such refinement
that he simply did not understand
why the Rebbe found is necessary
to be so apologetic.
My תלְּ ִמיד,
ַ not only did R'
Yankele teach us how sensitive
we ought to be regarding even
the remote possibility of hurting
someone, he also revealed to us a
secret about making an apology.
A great person who says a true,
heartfelt "I'm sorry," does not
lose his stature; on the contrary,
he becomes even greater!
!יְּ ִהי זִ כְּ רוֹ בָ רוְּך
יְּדידוּת
ִ ְּב,
Your ֶרבִ י
Story adapted from Hamodia (with kind permission)

F

or the day of ' ַי ֲעקֹבs אוּשפִּ יזִּ ין,
ְׁ
(the 3rd day of  )סוּכּוֹתan
especially large crowd came to the 2nd tisch of the new רבִּ י,ֶ R'
Yankele זַצַ ״ל. When the table broke, due to the crush, R' Yankele
smiled and began explaining how יקים
ִּ  צַ ִּדsay that before ַַמָ ִּשיח,
there will be  ֶרבֵּ יִּיםwho are not worthy to be מַ נ ְִּׁהיגִּ ים. R' Yankele
then added, "!— אוֹי! ַמ׳שטוּפט ַזִּ יְך ַשוֹין ַביַי ַאַזעֶ לכעֶ ר ַדאַרעֶ ַשטעֶ קנס
Oy! They are already pushing to get close to such ‘thin
sticks’ [unworthy people].”
Source: Hamodia (with kind permission)

For the Conductor, [a psalm of ]דָ וִ ד: May ד׳
answer you on the day of distress…
The  ִמ ְד ָרשׁteaches with a  מָ שָׁ לhow we should
view living through a יוֹם צָ ָרה, a day of
distress. A father and his son were traveling
together for a very long time. The exhausted
son impatiently asked his wise father, “And
where then is the city?” The father replied,
“My son, take note of the following sign.
When you see a graveyard before your eyes,
then you will know that you have reached
the outskirts and the city is very close!” So,
too, explains the מ ְד ָרשׁ,
ִ  ד׳tells  כְ לַל י ְִש ָר ֵאלat a
time when they are experiencing difficulties
and it seems to them like there is no hope for
salvation, rest assured that you are about to
be redeemed, as it says, יַעַ נְָך ַד׳ ַבְ יוֹם ַצָ ָרה.
Every  ְתפִ לָהrecited during these times will
protect  כְ לַל י ְִש ָר ֵאלand bring the  גְ אוּלָהcloser.

20  מַ ְרחֶ ְשוָן3621/4205 – Yahrtzeit of ַרבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָה בֶּ ן אַבְ ָרהָ ם
מגִ ירוֹנ ְִדי ַזצַ ״ל.
ְ He was born in 4970/1210 in Gerona, Spain,
and died in 5024/1263 in Toledo, Spain. He was a first
cousin of the  ַר ְמבַ ״ןand his daughter married the son of
the ר ְמבַ ״ן.ַ He was the  ֶּרבִ יof the  ַר ְשבָ ״אand the ראָ״ה,ְ
among others. In his youth he traveled to France to learn
under ר׳ ְשֹלמֹה ִמן הָ הָ ר ִמבַ עַ לֵּי הַ תּוֹסָ פוֹת.
He was a fierce opponent of the ’ר ְמבַ ״םs
ַ
philosophical views. However, when 24 wagonloads of the
 ַתּ ְלמוּדwere burned by the Church in 1242 at the same spot
in Paris where the ’ר ְמ ַב״םs
ַ מוֹרה נְבוּכִ ים
ֶּ had been burned
by the non-Jewish authorities in Paris nine years earlier,
 ַרבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָהrealized his terrible mistake regarding the ַר ְמבַ ״ם
and publicly admitted it. As related by his תּ ְל ִמיד,
ַ R' Hillel of
Verona,  ַרבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָהpromised to travel to  ִטבֶּ ִריָהto the
’ר ְמבַ ״םs
ַ קבֶּ ר,
ֶּ where he would beg forgiveness with a ִמ ְניָן
of ten people.  ַרבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָהbegan his journey from France
with that intention, but he was detained in Barcelona.
He was referred to by his contemporaries as
 הֶּ חָ ִסידand as one of the greatest  ַתּ ְל ִמידֵּ י חֲ ָכ ִמיםof his time.
He gave many עוּרים
ִ  ִשwherever he went, always quoting
the ’ר ְמבַ ״םs
ַ halachic decisions and interpretations of the
 גְ מָ ָראwith great reverence. After three years, he again set
out to fulfill his promise, but was detained in Toledo,
where the community implored him to stay for a while to
teach them. He died there suddenly, never completing his
journey to א ֶּרץ ִי ְש ָר ֵּאל.
ֶּ
His סֵּ פֶּר, שַ עַ ֵּרי ְתּשוּבָ ה, is considered one of the
all-time greatest  מוּסָ רworks. R' Chaim Volozhin once
commented that not every  מוּסָ ר סֵּ פֶּרis appropriate for all
people; however, he said,  שַ עַ ֵּרי ְתּשוּבָ הis appropriate for
every Jewish  ְנשָ מָ הfor all eras in all situations.
’רבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָהs
ַ other works include a  פִ רוּשon פִ ְר ֵּקי
אָבוֹת, מ ְשלֵּי,
ִ סֵּ פֶּר הַ י ְִראָה, and אג ֶֶּּרת הַ י ְִראָה.
ִ On  גְ מָ ָראhe wrote
 עַ לִיוֹת ְד ַרבֵּ ינוּ יוֹנָהand his students wrote רבֵּינוּ יוֹנָה עַ ל הַ ִרי״ף.ַ

