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ַזַצ״ל ַקֶרִליץ  ְיַׁשְעָיהּו  ַאְבָרָהם   ,was born in Kosova ר׳ 
Belarus, to יֹוֵסף ֵלָאה and ְׁשַמְרָיהּו   ֲחזֹון Karelitz. The ַראָׁשה 

ִדין was educated by his father, the ִאיׁש  ,In 1911 .ַאב ֵּבית 
his first work on parts of the ָערּוְך  was published ֻׁשְלָחן 

anonymously in Vilna under the title ְיַׁשְעָיהּו) ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש ַאְבָרָהם   He .(ִאיׁש = 
moved to Vilna in 1920 and became very close with R' Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski ַזַצ״ל, the ַהדֹור ִיְׂשָרֵאל In 1933, he emigrated to .ָגדֹול   and ֶאֶרץ 
settled in ְּבֵני ְּבַרק. R' Chaim Ozer wrote, “A lion has left ָּבֶבל to go to ֶאֶרץ 

 ֵסֶדר Upon his arrival, he devoted vast amounts of energy to “.ִיְׂשָרֵאל

ִיְׂשָרֵאל related to living in ֲהָלכֹות which deals with the many ְזָרִעים  .ֶאֶרץ 
Although the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש held no official position, he was recognized by all 
as the worldwide authority on all matters of Jewish life.

ט״ו חשון
5639 - 5714
1878 - 1953

The Brisker Rov said that the ִאיׁש  ,ֲחזֹון 
 was the pioneer and leader of our ,ַזַצ״ל
generation in delineating not only the 
 and ְּתרּומֹות but also of ,ְׁשִמיָטה of ֲהָלכֹות
ִאיׁש The .ַמֲעְׂשרֹות  was once asked ֲחזֹון 
why he was so firmly against the idea 
of declaring one’s field ֶהְפֵקר, ownerless, 
as a solution to working the fields during 
ִאיׁש The .ְׁשִמיָטה  replied, “Why?... the ֲחזֹון 
 in the ִמְצָוה  meaning: If it’s a] !ֶהְפֵקר is not ּתֹוָרה
 is saying that it is possible. Why create a ד׳ then ,ּתֹוָרה
”[?ִמְצָוה to work around cancelling a ְמסֹוָרה

Gedolim Glimpses
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לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Talelei Oros (with kind permission from Feldheim)

Source:  5 Great Leaders — Rabbi Finkelman (ArtScroll)

ַוְיִהי ְּבַׁשֵחת ֱאֹלִקים ֶאת ָעֵרי ַהִּכָּכר ַוִּיְזכֹר ֱאֹלִקים ֶאת ַאְבָרָהם …  

And so it happened when ד׳ was destroying the cities of the plain that 
 .(ְּבֵראִׁשית יט:כט) … ַאְבָרָהם remembered ד׳

 himself who was remembered ַאְבָרָהם points out that it was not ַרִׁש״י
but rather what לֹוט had done for ַאְבָרָהם. When ַאְבָרָהם and ָׂשָרה were in 
 by ַאְבָרָהם had protected לֹוט ,claiming to be brother and sister ִמְצַרִים
not divulging to the royal palace the secret of their true relationship as 
husband and wife. Therefore, ד׳ protected לֹוט and his family during the 
destruction of ְסדֹום.

R' Aharon Kotler asks an interesting question. Why wasn’t לֹוט rescued 
in the ְזכּות of his high standard of hospitality rather than his silence? 
Indeed, one of the main reasons for ְסדֹום’s destruction was its people’s 
lack of kindness and compassion. It would seem from this, then, that 
 for ְזכּות s hospitality should have been the more appropriate’לֹוט
the rescue.

 ֶּפֶרק כ״ה in ִּפְרֵקי ְדַרִּבי ֶאִליֶעֶזר .s kindness was also found in his children’לֹוט
tells us that the outcry which ד׳ went down to see (ְּבֵראִׁשית יח:כא) was from 
 ,s daughter. She had taken pity on a poor starving man. She could not’לֹוט
of course, bring him food openly, so whenever she went to draw water 
from the town well, she would bring the man some concealed morsels 
of food from home. The city officials wondered how this poor man was 
able to survive, since the city rules strictly forbade the giving of food  
to the poor. 

They put the man under official surveillance and soon discovered the 
guilty party. לֹוט’s daughter was condemned to a painful death, and it was 
her cries that were “the outcry” that rose up to the Heavenly Throne. If 
 s own daughter died because of the hospitality that was established’לֹוט
in לֹוט’s home, certainly this was a more logical cause for his rescue than 
his silence about ָׂשָרה to the royal palace.

R' Aharon Kotler cites the Alter of Slabodka, who gives us a powerful 
insight to understand the difference in ד׳’s eyes between לֹוט’s hospitality 
and his silence. Keeping quiet was a true challenge for לֹוט. It wasn’t 
natural for him; he had to struggle, but he successfully passed a 
seemingly small test. 

His family’s kindness did not come with the same struggle. They were 
brought up as members of ַאְבָרָהם’s household and grew up learning 
from ַאְבָרָהם’s kindness during the years they spent together. His family’s 
hospitality, although of the highest order, could not protect them as 
much as לֹוט’s personal struggle. לֹוט’s silence, despite being a seemingly 
far smaller act when compared to his family’s brave hospitality, was the 
result of his own qualities gained through personal struggle.   

Do you realize the value in ד׳’s eyes of succeeding even over a small 
struggle? ד׳ chose the ְזכּות of לֹוט’s private struggle to remain silent 
and used that ְזכּות to protect both him and his entire family from ְסדֹום’s 
destruction. This ְזכּות was even greater than the heroic and courageous 
hospitality of לֹוט and his family when faced with the threat of death. 
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ה׳ סעיף ו׳

*Moshe was boasting to his best friend Chaim, “My Uncle Zev is a 
fifth-grade ֶרִּבי in the morning and the ninth-grade math teacher in the 
afternoon. Next week is the math Regent, and my Uncle Zev agreed to 
give a math review course before the Regents Exams as long as it would 
not conflict with his three-hour daily learning schedule.” Chaim, whose 
father learned in the local ּכֹוֵלל and did not go to work, was quick to reply, 
“My father also learns for three hours a day.”        

Why was Chaim’s statement ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Where do we see the ְּכַלל that when one davens for a 
friend and he himself needs the very same thing, he will be 
answered first?

2. Why was there so much happiness in the world on the day 
that ִיְצָחק was born?

1. The ּפָרׁשה beginning with ַוה׳ ּפַקד ֶאת ׂשָרה immediately follows the ּפָרׁשה about 
 .(21:1 – ד״ה ַוה׳ ּפַקד) ַאִביֶמֶלְך davening for ַאְבָרָהם

2. Many infertile women had children, many sick people were healed and 
many unanswered ּתִפּלֹות were answered — all of these things happened 
on that day (21:6 – ד״ה ִיַצֲחק ִלי).

Out of Place, Out of GraceLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1. Based on most of נּוָסח ַאְׁשְּכַנז, which does not add מֹוִריד ַהָטל during the summer, one who remembers not saying ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח after 
beginning ַאָּתה ָקדֹוׁש must go back to the beginning of ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה. 

2.  However, one whose נּוָסח is to add מֹוִריד ַהָטל during the summer does not go back, even if he definitely said מֹוִריד ַהָטל.Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
יב ָהרוּוַח ִ  ַמׁשּו

ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהגּוֶ  וּומו…

Answer :  ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע is relative. A statement such as “He learns for 3 hours every day,” which is 
complimentary for a working person, may very well be derogatory for another individual 
who sits in ּכֹוֵלל and should be learning far more than just 3 hours a day. If it is derogatory to 
the subject, it is ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע.

…three men stood over him…(ְּבֵראִׁשית יח:ב) …ְׁשֹלָׁשה ֲאָנִׁשים ִנָּצִבים ָעָליו…

…and he stood over them … (ְּבֵראִׁשית יח:ח)           … ְוהּוא עֵֹמד ֲעֵליֶהם …

The ַׁשַעֵרי ִׂשְמָחה explains that the ַמְלָאִכים were greater than ַאְבָרָהם when 
he was sitting by his tent — they stood over him; but the moment he 
began the ִמְצָוה of אֹוְרִחים  stood over ַאְבָרָהם ,and served them ַהְכָנַסת 
them. 

*
In the first few years after Rav Shlomo Kahaneman ַזַצ״ל had 

reestablished the Ponovezh ְיִׁשיָבה in the early 1940s, the ְיִׁשיָבה 
experienced enormous growth. During those years, the learning took 
place in an atmosphere of intense emotion that was different from 
what most had ever experienced, and on ִׂשְמַחת ּתֹוָרה, the day when we 
celebrate our connection to ּתֹוָרה, no one there could imagine being 
anywhere else. Try to picture what the scene must have been like. Here 
they could truly celebrate the rebuilding of the ְיִׁשיָבה together with the 
greatest ּתֹוָרה leader of the generation — ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ְיַׁשְעָיהּו ַקֶרִליץ ַזַצ״ל, the 
.ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש

The ָּבחּוִרים sang and danced as they watched the elderly ַצִדיק dance 
with a fervor that most of the young ones could not match. Although 
he was not part of the ְיִׁשיָבה faculty, he would attend ַהָקפֹות at times just 
to be with the ָּבחּוִרים and experience their freshness and energy. They 
would respond in kind with heightened vigor and enthusiasm. The 
encounter was unforgettable.

As the ַהָקפֹות waned and the evening came to a close, the young 
men wanted nothing more than to escort their mentor to his home, 
hoping that the evening would never end. The physical restraints of 
time, however, had caught up with the elderly ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש, who was utterly 
exhausted. Escorted by the ַּתְלִמיִדים, he slowly made his way home.

Step by step he walked, the evening’s efforts having taken their toll. 
On his way, he noticed a man dressed in garments that barely passed 
for טֹוב  clothing. The man was clearly out of place, and seemed יֹום 

despondent. The ִאיׁש  although exhausted, walked over to him ,ֲחזֹון 
and asked what was wrong. Instantly, the man shared his tale of woe. 
“A few years back, I converted to Judaism, and now, on the night that 
Jews are supposed to celebrate as if it is a wedding, I had nowhere 
to go. Look at me! I don’t look like everybody else, I don’t talk like 
everyone else, and I sat here all night, not feeling comfortable enough 
to go anywhere for ַהָקפֹות.” When the man finished his sad saga, he 
hung his head in defeat.

At that point the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש asked the man if he knew any Jewish songs. 
The brokenhearted individual responded that he had learned a few, 
and the ִאיׁש   asked him to sing one. “If you sing, then I’ll dance ֲחזֹון 
for you.”

The ַּתְלִמיִדים were stunned! This great and holy man, already in his 
seventies, was completely tired out from the evening’s dancing. He 
barely had enough strength to walk home on his own. And now he 
was going to dance … 

The man started to sing slowly, hesitantly, somewhat unsure of 
himself ... but the words came out clearly — ּתֹוַרת ה׳ ְּתִמיָמה … And as he 
sang the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש started to dance in front of him, as a ָחָתן in front of 
his ַּכָלה … But the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש did not just dance. He moved like a young 
energetic ָּבחּור, reaching deep within himself for stores of energy, 
just to try to bring a smile to this man’s face. This dispirited soul had 
entered a world where he felt terribly out of place. But for this one 
night he had the greatest ּתֹוָרה leader of his time dancing in front of him.

Back and forth the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש moved, gracefully, as if he had all the time 
and energy in the world.

Time passed.

The man sang.

The ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש danced.

And the ַּתְלִמיִדים marveled as they witnessed a human of flesh and 
blood being elevated into a ַמְלַאְך.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

A ֶרִּבי once consulted the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש about his desire to give up 
teaching for some other occupation. The ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש asked what he 
wanted to do instead. The ֶרִּבי responded, “ִאיך ִװיל ִזיך אֹויסלֶערנֶען ִװי 

 I want to learn how to be a diamond — ַאזֹוי צּו זַײן ַא דַײמַאנד ׁשלַײפֶער
polisher.” The ִאיׁש  ָאּבֶער דָאס“ ,smiled warmly and exclaimed ַחזֹון 

   ”!But this you are already — ִּביסטּו ׁשֹוין
 Source: Something to Say (ArtScroll)

 Yahrtzeit of R' Simcha – 1998 / 5759 ַמְרֶחְׁשָון 16
Avrohom Sheps, ַזַצ״ל. He was born in a small village 
near Lomza, Poland, to R' Yeshaya and Devorah. When 
R' Simcha was an infant his father passed away, and he 
was raised by his mother and grandfather. He learned 
in the local ֵחֶדר until the age of eleven, when he went 
to learn in the ְיִׁשיָבה ְקַטָנה of Bransk. He then went to the 
 after which he traveled ,ַּבר ִמְצָוה in Lomza until his ְיִׁשיָבה
to Baranovitch to learn under R' Elchonon Wasserman 
 At the age of 16 he .הי״ד and R' Dovid Rappaport הי״ד
went to learn in the Mir until WWII. 

While in the Mir, he was close with R' Chaim Shmuelevitz 
 and R' Yonah Minsker ,ַזַצ״ל R' Aryeh Leib Malin ,ַזַצ״ל
 among others. In 1936, he had the opportunity to ,ַזַצ״ל
join a group of elite ַּתְלִמיִדים to go to learn under the 
Brisker ָרב. He spent two years in Brisk, together with R' 
Henoch Fishman ַזַצ״ל and R' Naftoli Wasserman הי״ד 
(the son of R' Elchonon) and he considered the Brisker 
 .ֶרִּבי ֻמְבָהק to be his ָרב

In 1939, while in Japan with the rest of the Mir, he 
miraculously received a visa and emigrated to 
the United States. Upon his arrival in New York he 
became a ֶרִּבי in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. During this 
time, he developed a lifelong relationship with R' 
Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל and R' Eliezer Silver ַזַצ״ל and 
many others. In 1942 he married his rebbetzin, Sora 
Weitzman, the daughter of the ָרב of one of the biggest 
shuls in Brownsville. Since R' Simcha was an orphan, R' 
Shlomo Heiman ַזַצ״ל escorted him to the ֻחָּפה. 

When R' Shlomo Heiman became ill in 1943, R' Simcha 
took over his ִׁשעּור. For almost 50 years he was ַמְרִּביץ 

 ִׁשעּוִרים at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. His legendary ּתֹוָרה
brought to life the Brisker ַהִלימּוד  to thousands of ֶדֶרְך 
 spoke ַּתְלִמיִדים his ,ֶרִּבי When recalling their .ַּתְלִמיִדים
not only of the ַהּתֹוָרה  that he taught them, but ַאֲהַבת 
also his love for them and how he supported many 
יּונגֶעלַײט  and ְּדָרׁשֹות with his own funds. His ּכֹוֵלל 
 were published posthumously under the ׁשמּוֶעסן
title ַהּתֹוָרה ִׂשְמַחת  ָּבָבא on ִׁשעּוִרים In 5759, his .מֹוֶרֶׁשת   ַמֶּסֶכת 

 .ֵסֶפר ִּדְבֵרי ִׂשְמָחה were collected in the ַקָמא

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

An introduction to ַּתֲחנּון…

Mondays and Thursdays have a lengthier ַּתֲחנּון 
than the rest of the week. One reason is based 
on (ב״ק פ״ב. ד״ה כדי) ּתֹוְספֹות which cites the ִמְדָרׁש 
 ַהר went up on מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו :(ַּתְנחּוָמא פ׳ ַוֵּיָרא אֹות ט״ז)

 on a Thursday to accept the second set ִסיַני
of ַאֲחרֹונֹות) לּוחֹות  to ד׳ davened to מֶֹׁשה .(לּוחֹות 
accept ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל’s ְּתׁשּוָבה and came down from 
ִסיַני  (יֹום ִּכּפּור) forty days later on a Monday ַהר 
with the לּוחֹות ַאֲחרֹונֹות and ד׳’s message of ָסַלְחִּתי 

 s’מֶֹׁשה) I forgive you as per your words ,ִּכְדָבֶרָך
argument). ּתֹוְספֹות continues that these days 
[Mondays and Thursdays] were designated 
for all future generations as days that ְּכַלל 

 Our .ד׳ chose to seek forgiveness from ִיְׂשָרֵאל
 every week have special ְסִליָחה ּוְמִחיָלה for ְּתִפּלֹות
 on these days since they also encompass ּכֹוחֹות
the ְּתִפּלֹות of מֶֹׁשה. 

tea. As R' Chaim ate, the ֲחזֹון  

 rested on a bed and told him ִאיׁש
some ִדְבֵרי ּתֹוָרה.

There is another 'daily' incident 
that the ִמְתַּפֵּלִלים in his home 
witnessed for many years.

The ִאיׁש  s mother would'ֲחזֹון 
rise early and come to her son's 
apartment in order to daven ַׁשֲחִרית 
with the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש's ִמְנָין. As soon as 
the ִאיׁש  would catch sight of ֲחזֹון 
her, he would grab a shtender and 
begin dragging it towards her. A 
moment later, the ִאיׁש  s wife'ֲחזֹון 
would appear. Mindful of his frail 
health and concerned that he not 
strain himself, she would carefully 
take the shtender from him and 
drag it to where her mother-in-law 
sat.

My ַּתְלִמיד, the opportunities to 
perform ֶחֶסד occur daily, and not 
just with rich and famous guests. 
Do we sometimes ignore the 
opportunities to help because we 
don't think it will be recognized?   

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

 

Story adapted from 5 Great Leaders (ArtScroll)

Dear Talmid,

The late ָּגאֹון and 
 ַזַצ״ל R' Chaim Brim ַצִדיק

related how he merited to see the 
.s kindness firsthand'ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש

It happened once that R' Brim 
was stranded in ְּבֵני ְּבַרק, late at night, 
with no way to return home to 
 the Steipler (his ,ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש The .ְירּוָׁשַלִים
brother-in-law), and the Steipler's 
rebbetzin (who was the ִאיׁש  s'ֲחזֹון 
sister) together carried out ַהְכָנַסת

 and a ִמְצָוה with a love for the אֹוְרִחים
sweetness that was truly amazing.

The Steipler ָּגאֹון and his 
rebbetzin carried the mattress and 
bedding as the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש led the way, 
showing them exactly where the 
bed should be set up. The ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש 
himself prepared נֶעגל װַאסֶער for his 
guest and placed it next to the bed. 
When R' Chaim tried to protest all 
this effort and honor on his behalf, 
the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש responded in his sweet 
way, smiling, "Since when does an 
 instruct what should be done ֶאְתרֹוג
with it?" 

In the morning the ִאיׁש  ֲחזֹון 
prepared breakfast for R' Chaim, 
consisting of bread, herring and 
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jews from all over the world 
would come to the Steipler Gaon to 
seek advice and receive his brochos.

Back in the war room they were discussing 
the bold mission and they were worried:

Thursday night 7:30...

Thursday night 8:00... Later the soldiers returned and informed the 
Steipler that indeed their dangerous mission had 
been rescheduled for an hour earlier - precisely 

the time the Steipler began to daven - and they were 
successful in every aspect of their mission.

R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זצ״ל, the Steipler Gaon, was the son of R’ Chaim Peretz, 
a ׁשֹוחט in Horensteipel, and Bracha. When he was 60, R’ Chaim Peretz’s 1st wife died, 
leaving him with 3 daughters. R’ Chaim Peretz’s רבי recommend that he remarry. He had 
3 more sons with his 2nd wife, Bracha. The oldest was יעקב ישראל. At 11, he learned with 
‘Der Alter’ of Novardok. At 19, the Alter sent him to head a ישיבה in Rogatchov. After a 
stint in the Russian army, he was appointed ראׁש ישיבה of Novardok. In 1925, he published 
 sought him as a husband for his sister Miriam. In 1934 he joined חזֹון איׁש The .שערי תבּונה
the חזֹון איׁש and moved to בני ברק and authored the ברכת פרץ ,קהלת יעקב and חיי עֹולם. His
 were legendary and his advice was sought by Jews from all over גדלּות בּתֹורה and צדקּות

the world.

We are going 
on a very dangerous 

secret mission this Thursday 
night at 9:00 p.m. This is top-

secret classified information. 
Please Daven for our 

success.

This is our one and 
only chance - it’s the only 

time we have clearance to fly 
over enemy territory, and I 

just got word they want the 
operation to end earlier.

We are going to 
have change the plans 

and brief all the people 
involved with the new 

information.

Please write 
down your names 
and I will Daven 

for you.

It’s too much... I 
can’t wait any longer, I 
must start davening for 

them right now!

Please do 
not allow any 

more people for 
the next two 

hours...

...The difficult 
mission is starting in an 

hour and a half... I can’t help 
but imagine the fear these 

soldiers must be feeling at 
this time.
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