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זַצַ״ל קַרֶלִיץ  יְשַׁעְיָהוּ  אַבְרָהָם   ,was born in Kosova ר׳ 
Belarus, to יוֹסֵף לֵאָה and שְׁמַרְיָהוּ   חֲזוֹן Karelitz. The רַאשָׁה 

דִין was educated by his father, the אִישׁ  ,In 1911 .אַב בֵּית 
his first work on parts of the ְעָרוּך  was published שֻׁלְחָן 

anonymously in Vilna under the title ׁיְשַׁעְיָהוּ) חֲזוֹן אִיש אַבְרָהָם   He .(אִישׁ = 
moved to Vilna in 1920 and became very close with R' Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski זַצַ״ל, the הַדוֹר יִשְׂרָאֵל In 1933, he emigrated to .גָדוֹל   and אֶרֶץ 
settled in בְּנֵי בְּרַק. R' Chaim Ozer wrote, “A lion has left בָּבֶל to go to אֶרֶץ 

 סֵדֶר Upon his arrival, he devoted vast amounts of energy to “.יִשְׂרָאֵל

יִשְׂרָאֵל related to living in הֲלָכוֹת which deals with the many זְרָעִים  .אֶרֶץ 
Although the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש held no official position, he was recognized by all 
as the worldwide authority on all matters of Jewish life.

ט״ו חשון
5639 - 5714
1878 - 1953

The Brisker Rov said that the ׁאִיש  ,חֲזוֹן 
 was the pioneer and leader of our ,זַצַ״ל
generation in delineating not only the 
 and תְּרוּמוֹת but also of ,שְׁמִיטָה of הֲלָכוֹת
אִישׁ The .מַעֲשְׂרוֹת  was once asked חֲזוֹן 
why he was so firmly against the idea 
of declaring one’s field הֶפְקֵר, ownerless, 
as a solution to working the fields during 
אִישׁ The .שְׁמִיטָה  replied, “Why?... the חֲזוֹן 
 in the מִצְוָה  meaning: If it’s a] !הֶפְקֵר is not תּוֹרָה
 is saying that it is possible. Why create a ד׳ then ,תּוֹרָה
”[?מִצְוָה to work around cancelling a מְסוֹרָה

Gedolim Glimpses
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לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Talelei Oros (with kind permission from Feldheim)

Source:  5 Great Leaders — Rabbi Finkelman (ArtScroll)

וַיְהִי בְּשַׁחֵת אֱלֹקִים אֶת עָרֵי הַכִּכָּר וַיִּזְכֹר אֱלֹקִים אֶת אַבְרָהָם …  

And so it happened when ד׳ was destroying the cities of the plain that 
 .(בְּרֵאשִׁית יט:כט) … אַבְרָהָם remembered ד׳

 himself who was remembered אַבְרָהָם points out that it was not רַשִׁ״י
but rather what לוֹט had done for אַבְרָהָם. When אַבְרָהָם and שָׂרָה were in 
 by אַבְרָהָם had protected לוֹט ,claiming to be brother and sister מִצְרַיִם
not divulging to the royal palace the secret of their true relationship as 
husband and wife. Therefore, ד׳ protected לוֹט and his family during the 
destruction of סְדוֹם.

R' Aharon Kotler asks an interesting question. Why wasn’t לוֹט rescued 
in the זְכוּת of his high standard of hospitality rather than his silence? 
Indeed, one of the main reasons for סְדוֹם’s destruction was its people’s 
lack of kindness and compassion. It would seem from this, then, that 
 for זְכוּת s hospitality should have been the more appropriate’לוֹט
the rescue.

 פֶּרֶק כ״ה in פִּרְקֵי דְרַבִּי אֶלִיעֶזֶר .s kindness was also found in his children’לוֹט
tells us that the outcry which ד׳ went down to see (בְּרֵאשִׁית יח:כא) was from 
 ,s daughter. She had taken pity on a poor starving man. She could not’לוֹט
of course, bring him food openly, so whenever she went to draw water 
from the town well, she would bring the man some concealed morsels 
of food from home. The city officials wondered how this poor man was 
able to survive, since the city rules strictly forbade the giving of food  
to the poor. 

They put the man under official surveillance and soon discovered the 
guilty party. לוֹט’s daughter was condemned to a painful death, and it was 
her cries that were “the outcry” that rose up to the Heavenly Throne. If 
 s own daughter died because of the hospitality that was established’לוֹט
in לוֹט’s home, certainly this was a more logical cause for his rescue than 
his silence about שָׂרָה to the royal palace.

R' Aharon Kotler cites the Alter of Slabodka, who gives us a powerful 
insight to understand the difference in ד׳’s eyes between לוֹט’s hospitality 
and his silence. Keeping quiet was a true challenge for לוֹט. It wasn’t 
natural for him; he had to struggle, but he successfully passed a 
seemingly small test. 

His family’s kindness did not come with the same struggle. They were 
brought up as members of אַבְרָהָם’s household and grew up learning 
from אַבְרָהָם’s kindness during the years they spent together. His family’s 
hospitality, although of the highest order, could not protect them as 
much as לוֹט’s personal struggle. לוֹט’s silence, despite being a seemingly 
far smaller act when compared to his family’s brave hospitality, was the 
result of his own qualities gained through personal struggle.  	

Do you realize the value in ד׳’s eyes of succeeding even over a small 
struggle? ד׳ chose the זְכוּת of לוֹט’s private struggle to remain silent 
and used that זְכוּת to protect both him and his entire family from סְדוֹם’s 
destruction. This זְכוּת was even greater than the heroic and courageous 
hospitality of לוֹט and his family when faced with the threat of death. 
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ה׳ סעיף ו׳

*Moshe was boasting to his best friend Chaim, “My Uncle Zev is a 
fifth-grade רֶבִּי in the morning and the ninth-grade math teacher in the 
afternoon. Next week is the math Regent, and my Uncle Zev agreed to 
give a math review course before the Regents Exams as long as it would 
not conflict with his three-hour daily learning schedule.” Chaim, whose 
father learned in the local כּוֹלֵל and did not go to work, was quick to reply, 
“My father also learns for three hours a day.”        

Why was Chaim’s statement לָשׁוֹן הָרָע?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	 Where do we see the כְּלַל that when one davens for a 
friend and he himself needs the very same thing, he will be 
answered first?

2.	 Why was there so much happiness in the world on the day 
that יִצְחָק was born?

1.	The פּרָשׁה beginning with וַה׳ פּקַד אֶת שׂרָה immediately follows the פּרָשׁה about 
 .(21:1 – ד״ה וַה׳ פּקַד) אַבִימֶלֶךְ davening for אַבְרָהָם

2.	Many infertile women had children, many sick people were healed and 
many unanswered תּפִלּוֹת were answered — all of these things happened 
on that day (21:6 – ד״ה יִצַחֲק לִי).

Out of Place, Out of GraceLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: One Shining Moment (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1.	 Based on most of נוּסָח אַשְׁכְּנַז, which does not add מוֹרִיד הַטָל during the summer, one who remembers not saying ַמַשִּׁיב הָרוּח after 
beginning ׁאַתָּה קָדוֹש must go back to the beginning of שְׁמוֹנֶה עֶשְׂרֵה. 

2.	  However, one whose נוּסָח is to add מוֹרִיד הַטָל during the summer does not go back, even if he definitely said מוֹרִיד הַטָל.Halacha 
Corner

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיוֹ�  הִלְכוֹ�
יב הָר�וּחַ ִ  מַשּׁ

ם שֶׁ רִיד הַגֶּ  �וּמוֹ�

Answer :  לָשׁוֹן הָרָע is relative. A statement such as “He learns for 3 hours every day,” which is 
complimentary for a working person, may very well be derogatory for another individual 
who sits in כּוֹלֵל and should be learning far more than just 3 hours a day. If it is derogatory to 
the subject, it is לָשׁוֹן הָרָע.

…three men stood over him…(בְּרֵאשִׁית יח:ב) …שְׁלֹשָׁה אֲנָשִׁים נִצָּבִים עָלָיו…

…and he stood over them … (בְּרֵאשִׁית יח:ח)           … וְהוּא עֹמֵד עֲלֵיהֶם …

The שַׁעַרֵי שִׂמְחָה explains that the מַלְאָכִים were greater than אַבְרָהָם when 
he was sitting by his tent — they stood over him; but the moment he 
began the מִצְוָה of אוֹרְחִים  stood over אַבְרָהָם ,and served them הַכְנָסַת 
them.	

*
In the first few years after Rav Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל had 

reestablished the Ponovezh יְשִׁיבָה in the early 1940s, the יְשִׁיבָה 
experienced enormous growth. During those years, the learning took 
place in an atmosphere of intense emotion that was different from 
what most had ever experienced, and on שִׂמְחַת תּוֹרָה, the day when we 
celebrate our connection to תּוֹרָה, no one there could imagine being 
anywhere else. Try to picture what the scene must have been like. Here 
they could truly celebrate the rebuilding of the יְשִׁיבָה together with the 
greatest תּוֹרָה leader of the generation — ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יְשַׁעְיָהוּ קַרֶלִיץ זַצַ״ל, the 
.חֲזוֹן אִישׁ

The בָּחוּרִים sang and danced as they watched the elderly צַדִיק dance 
with a fervor that most of the young ones could not match. Although 
he was not part of the יְשִׁיבָה faculty, he would attend הַקָפוֹת at times just 
to be with the בָּחוּרִים and experience their freshness and energy. They 
would respond in kind with heightened vigor and enthusiasm. The 
encounter was unforgettable.

As the הַקָפוֹת waned and the evening came to a close, the young 
men wanted nothing more than to escort their mentor to his home, 
hoping that the evening would never end. The physical restraints of 
time, however, had caught up with the elderly ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש, who was utterly 
exhausted. Escorted by the תַּלְמִידִים, he slowly made his way home.

Step by step he walked, the evening’s efforts having taken their toll. 
On his way, he noticed a man dressed in garments that barely passed 
for טוֹב  clothing. The man was clearly out of place, and seemed יוֹם 

despondent. The ׁאִיש  although exhausted, walked over to him ,חֲזוֹן 
and asked what was wrong. Instantly, the man shared his tale of woe. 
“A few years back, I converted to Judaism, and now, on the night that 
Jews are supposed to celebrate as if it is a wedding, I had nowhere 
to go. Look at me! I don’t look like everybody else, I don’t talk like 
everyone else, and I sat here all night, not feeling comfortable enough 
to go anywhere for הַקָפוֹת.” When the man finished his sad saga, he 
hung his head in defeat.

At that point the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש asked the man if he knew any Jewish songs. 
The brokenhearted individual responded that he had learned a few, 
and the ׁאִיש   asked him to sing one. “If you sing, then I’ll dance חֲזוֹן 
for you.”

The תַּלְמִידִים were stunned! This great and holy man, already in his 
seventies, was completely tired out from the evening’s dancing. He 
barely had enough strength to walk home on his own. And now he 
was going to dance … 

The man started to sing slowly, hesitantly, somewhat unsure of 
himself ... but the words came out clearly — תּוֹרַת ה׳ תְּמִימָה … And as he 
sang the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש started to dance in front of him, as a חָתָן in front of 
his כַּלָה … But the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש did not just dance. He moved like a young 
energetic בָּחוּר, reaching deep within himself for stores of energy, 
just to try to bring a smile to this man’s face. This dispirited soul had 
entered a world where he felt terribly out of place. But for this one 
night he had the greatest תּוֹרָה leader of his time dancing in front of him.

Back and forth the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש moved, gracefully, as if he had all the time 
and energy in the world.

Time passed.

The man sang.

The ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש danced.

And the תַּלְמִידִים marveled as they witnessed a human of flesh and 
blood being elevated into a ְמַלְאַך.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Understanding Davening

A רֶבִּי once consulted the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש about his desire to give up 
teaching for some other occupation. The ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש asked what he 
wanted to do instead. The רֶבִּי responded, “אִיך װִיל זִיך אוֹיסלעֶרנעֶן װִי 

 I want to learn how to be a diamond — אַזוֹי צוּ זײַן אַ דײַמאַנד שׁלײַפעֶר
polisher.” The ׁאִיש  אָבּעֶר דאָס“ ,smiled warmly and exclaimed חַזוֹן 

   ”!But this you are already — בִּיסטוּ שׁוֹין
 Source: Something to Say (ArtScroll)

 Yahrtzeit of R' Simcha – 1998 / 5759 מַרְחֶשְׁוָן 16
Avrohom Sheps, זַצַ״ל. He was born in a small village 
near Lomza, Poland, to R' Yeshaya and Devorah. When 
R' Simcha was an infant his father passed away, and he 
was raised by his mother and grandfather. He learned 
in the local חֵדֶר until the age of eleven, when he went 
to learn in the יְשִׁיבָה קְטַנָה of Bransk. He then went to the 
 after which he traveled ,בַּר מִצְוָה in Lomza until his יְשִׁיבָה
to Baranovitch to learn under R' Elchonon Wasserman 
 At the age of 16 he .הי״ד and R' Dovid Rappaport הי״ד
went to learn in the Mir until WWII. 

While in the Mir, he was close with R' Chaim Shmuelevitz 
 and R' Yonah Minsker ,זַצַ״ל R' Aryeh Leib Malin ,זַצַ״ל
 among others. In 1936, he had the opportunity to ,זַצַ״ל
join a group of elite תַּלְמִידִים to go to learn under the 
Brisker רָב. He spent two years in Brisk, together with R' 
Henoch Fishman זַצַ״ל and R' Naftoli Wasserman הי״ד 
(the son of R' Elchonon) and he considered the Brisker 
 .רֶבִּי מֻבְהָק to be his רָב

In 1939, while in Japan with the rest of the Mir, he 
miraculously received a visa and emigrated to 
the United States. Upon his arrival in New York he 
became a רֶבִּי in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. During this 
time, he developed a lifelong relationship with R' 
Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל and R' Eliezer Silver זַצַ״ל and 
many others. In 1942 he married his rebbetzin, Sora 
Weitzman, the daughter of the רָב of one of the biggest 
shuls in Brownsville. Since R' Simcha was an orphan, R' 
Shlomo Heiman זַצַ״ל escorted him to the חֻפָּה. 

When R' Shlomo Heiman became ill in 1943, R' Simcha 
took over his שִׁעוּר. For almost 50 years he was מַרְבִּיץ 

 שִׁעוּרִים at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. His legendary תּוֹרָה
brought to life the Brisker הַלִימוּד  to thousands of דֶרֶךְ 
 spoke תַּלְמִידִים his ,רֶבִּי When recalling their .תַּלְמִידִים
not only of the הַתּוֹרָה  that he taught them, but אַהֲבַת 
also his love for them and how he supported many 
יוּנגעֶלײַט  and דְּרָשׁוֹת with his own funds. His כּוֹלֵל 
 were published posthumously under the שׁמוּעֶסן
title הַתּוֹרָה שִׂמְחַת  בָּבָא on שִׁעוּרִים In 5759, his .מוֹרֶשֶׁת   מַסֶּכֶת 

 .סֵפֶר דִּבְרֵי שִׂמְחָה were collected in the קַמָא

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

An introduction to תַּחֲנוּן…

Mondays and Thursdays have a lengthier תַּחֲנוּן 
than the rest of the week. One reason is based 
on (ב״ק פ״ב. ד״ה כדי) תּוֹסְפוֹת which cites the ׁמִדְרָש 
 הַר went up on מֹשֶׁה רַבֵּינוּ :)תַּנְחוּמָא פ׳ וַיֵּרָא אוֹת ט״ז(

 on a Thursday to accept the second set סִינַי
of אַחֲרוֹנוֹת) לוּחוֹת  to ד׳ davened to מֹשֶׁה .(לוּחוֹת 
accept כְּלַל יִשְׂרָאֵל’s תְּשׁוּבָה and came down from 
סִינַי  (יוֹם כִּפּוּר) forty days later on a Monday הַר 
with the לוּחוֹת אַחֲרוֹנוֹת and ד׳’s message of סָלַחְתִּי 

 s’מֹשֶׁה) I forgive you as per your words ,כִּדְבָרֶךָ
argument). תּוֹסְפוֹת continues that these days 
[Mondays and Thursdays] were designated 
for all future generations as days that כְּלַל 

 Our .ד׳ chose to seek forgiveness from יִשְׂרָאֵל
 every week have special סְלִיחָה וּמְחִילָה for תְּפִלּוֹת
 on these days since they also encompass כּוֹחוֹת
the תְּפִלּוֹת of מֹשֶׁה. 

tea. As R' Chaim ate, the חֲזוֹן  

 rested on a bed and told him אִישׁ
some דִבְרֵי תּוֹרָה.

There is another 'daily' incident 
that the מִתְפַּלֵּלִים in his home 
witnessed for many years.

The ׁאִיש  s mother would'חֲזוֹן 
rise early and come to her son's 
apartment in order to daven שַׁחֲרִית 
with the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש's מִנְיָן. As soon as 
the ׁאִיש  would catch sight of חֲזוֹן 
her, he would grab a shtender and 
begin dragging it towards her. A 
moment later, the ׁאִיש  s wife'חֲזוֹן 
would appear. Mindful of his frail 
health and concerned that he not 
strain himself, she would carefully 
take the shtender from him and 
drag it to where her mother-in-law 
sat.

My תַּלְמִיד, the opportunities to 
perform חֶסֶד occur daily, and not 
just with rich and famous guests. 
Do we sometimes ignore the 
opportunities to help because we 
don't think it will be recognized?   

רֶבִּי Your ,בְּיְדִידוּת

 

Story adapted from 5 Great Leaders (ArtScroll)

Dear Talmid,

The late גָּאוֹן and 
 זַצַ״ל R' Chaim Brim צַדִיק

related how he merited to see the 
.s kindness firsthand'חֲזוֹן אִישׁ

It happened once that R' Brim 
was stranded in בְּנֵי בְּרַק, late at night, 
with no way to return home to 
 the Steipler (his ,חֲזוֹן אִישׁ The .יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
brother-in-law), and the Steipler's 
rebbetzin (who was the ׁאִיש  s'חֲזוֹן 
sister) together carried out הַכְנָסַת

 and a מִצְוָה with a love for the אוֹרְחִים
sweetness that was truly amazing.

The Steipler גָּאוֹן and his 
rebbetzin carried the mattress and 
bedding as the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש led the way, 
showing them exactly where the 
bed should be set up. The ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש 
himself prepared נעֶגל װאַסעֶר for his 
guest and placed it next to the bed. 
When R' Chaim tried to protest all 
this effort and honor on his behalf, 
the ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש responded in his sweet 
way, smiling, "Since when does an 
 instruct what should be done אֶתְרוֹג
with it?" 

In the morning the ׁאִיש  חֲזוֹן 
prepared breakfast for R' Chaim, 
consisting of bread, herring and 
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jews from all over the world 
would come to the Steipler Gaon to 
seek advice and receive his brochos.

Back in the war room they were discussing 
the bold mission and they were worried:

Thursday night 7:30...

Thursday night 8:00... Later the soldiers returned and informed the 
Steipler that indeed their dangerous mission had 
been rescheduled for an hour earlier - precisely 

the time the Steipler began to daven - and they were 
successful in every aspect of their mission.

R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky זצ״ל, the Steipler Gaon, was the son of R’ Chaim Peretz, 
a שׁוֹחט in Horensteipel, and Bracha. When he was 60, R’ Chaim Peretz’s 1st wife died, 
leaving him with 3 daughters. R’ Chaim Peretz’s רבי recommend that he remarry. He had 
3 more sons with his 2nd wife, Bracha. The oldest was יעקב ישראל. At 11, he learned with 
‘Der Alter’ of Novardok. At 19, the Alter sent him to head a ישיבה in Rogatchov. After a 
stint in the Russian army, he was appointed ראשׁ ישיבה of Novardok. In 1925, he published 
 sought him as a husband for his sister Miriam. In 1934 he joined חזוֹן אישׁ The .שערי תבוּנה
the ׁחזוֹן איש and moved to בני ברק and authored the ברכת פרץ ,קהלת יעקב and חיי עוֹלם. His
 were legendary and his advice was sought by Jews from all over גדלוּת בתּוֹרה and צדקוּת

the world.

We are going 
on a very dangerous 

secret mission this Thursday 
night at 9:00 p.m. This is top-

secret classified information. 
Please Daven for our 

success.

This is our one and 
only chance - it’s the only 

time we have clearance to fly 
over enemy territory, and I 

just got word they want the 
operation to end earlier.

We are going to 
have change the plans 

and brief all the people 
involved with the new 

information.

Please write 
down your names 
and I will Daven 

for you.

It’s too much... I 
can’t wait any longer, I 
must start davening for 

them right now!

Please do 
not allow any 

more people for 
the next two 

hours...

...The difficult 
mission is starting in an 

hour and a half... I can’t help 
but imagine the fear these 

soldiers must be feeling at 
this time.
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