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בס״ד

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 was born in ,ָרב Tchebiner ,ר׳ דֹוב ּבֶעִריׁש וויידענפעלד ַזַצ״ל
Gryzmalow, Galicia, to ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב (author of ּכֹוָכב ִמַיֲעקֹב) and 
 His mother’s grandfather was the 7th link in a chain .ָרֵחל
of ּפֹוְסִקים tracing back to the ר׳ ַיֲעקֹב .ַׁש״ְך was his son’s 

primary teacher until his ְּפִטיָרה in 1894, just 2 weeks before ר׳ דֹוב ּבֶעִריׁש’s 
 married the daughter of R' Yisrael ר׳ דֹוב ּבֶעִריׁש ,At the age of 19 .ַּבר ִמְצָוה
Kluger of Tchebin. He received ְסִמיָכה from the ֵּבית ִיְצָחק at 24. His wife 
ran a coal business to support him in learning for 20 years. In 1923, 
he accepted the position as ָרב of Tchebin. He, his wife and youngest 
daughter were deported to Siberia in 1940. In 1946, he escaped to 
 He served as a leading member of the .ַׁשַעֵרי ֶחֶסד and lived in ְירּוָׁשַלִים
.ֵסֶפר דֹוֵבב ֵמָׁשִרים He wrote the classic work .ֲאֻגַּדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל of מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה

י' חשון
5641 - 5726
1881 - 1965

The Tchebiner ַזַצ״ל ,ָרב, and the ִאיׁש  ,ֲחזֹון 
 first met for a brief moment at the ,ַזַצ״ל
ֲאֻגָּדה of the celebrated ְלָוָיה מֶֹׁשה ,רֹאׁש   ר׳ 
Blau ַזַצ״ל. The ִאיׁש  inquired about ֲחזֹון 
“...the noble and delicate ָרב with the 
radiant eyes and ְנָׁשָמה.” He asked who 
it was and wanted to see his ְסָפִרים. He 
reviewed the דֹוֵבב ֵמיָׁשִרים for several days 
and praised it to all afterwards. Although 
the ִאיׁש  never quoted contemporaries ֲחזֹון 
as a proof in matters of ֲהָלָכה, he made an exception 
when it came to the Tchebiner ָרב’s ְּפַסק.

Gedolim Glimpses
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זכרון יחזקאל

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י
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TorahThoughts

Adapted from: A Gut Vort (CIS)

 ַוִּיְׁשַמע ַאְבָרם ִּכי ִנְׁשָּבה ָאִחיו ַוָּיֶרק ֶאת ֲחִניָכיו ְיִליֵדי ֵביתֹו ְׁשמָֹנה ָעָׂשר ּוְׁשֹלׁש ֵמאֹות …  

 heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, and he ַאְבָרם
armed his initiates who had been born in his house — three hundred 
eighteen … (ְּבֵראִׁשית יד:יד).

 ֶאִליֶעֶזר which states that in reality, only (ְנָדִרים ל״ב.) ְּגָמָרא quotes a ַרִׁש״י
accompanied ַאְבָרם to battle. The ְּגָמָרא explains that the numerical 
value of the name ֶאִליֶעֶזר is 318. Hence, the ָּפסּוק refers to ֶאִליֶעֶזר as an 
army of 318.

 we do not rely on a miracle. Why then — ֵאין סֹוְמִכין ַעל ַהֵנס ,say ַחַז״ל
did ַאְבָרם go to battle against four great armies with just his one 
servant ֶאִליֶעֶזר? And, if ַאְבָרם was going to rely on a miracle, why did 
he take ֶאִליֶעֶזר, thereby compelling הקב״ה to perform an additional 
miracle to save ֶאִליֶעֶזר? Furthermore, why doesn’t the ָּפסּוק just state 
that ַאְבָרם took ֶאִליֶעֶזר, rather than referring to him as an army of 318?

The ַדַעת ְזֵקִנים answers that every action of ַאְבָרם ָאִבינּו was dictated 
by the ways of the ַאְבָרם .ּתֹוָרה knew that when ִיְׂשָרֵאל  would ְּכַלל 
prepare for battle in the future, all men between the ages of 20 and 
60 would gather. The ּכֵֹהן ָמׁשּוַח ְלִמְלָחָמה, the ּכֵֹהן appointed [specifically 
for preparing ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ,for battle, would then address the army [ְּכַלל 
proclaiming that any man who had married, built a new home or 
planted a vineyard during the past year should return home. He 
would also declare that anyone who might have sinned and feared 

that his sin deemed him deserving of the death penalty should go 
home.

Once all the people mentioned by the ּכֵֹהן ָמׁשּוַח ְלִמְלָחָמה left, only the 
righteous people of the generation remained to fight the war. This is 
the manner in which the ּתֹוָרה instructs ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל to go to battle and 
is the only way for ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל to win. It is a natural phenomenon that ד׳ 
built into Creation, and is true even if it means that very few Jews are 
left to fight large armies.

 went to battle in this way. Originally, he in fact started ַאְבָרם ָאִבינּו
with an army of 318. However, once the declarations prescribed by 
the ּתֹוָרה were made and those to whom it applied left, only ֶאִליֶעֶזר 
remained. ַחַז״ל say of ַאְבָרם ,ֶאִליֶעֶזר’s servant, ָהָיה דֹוֶלה ּוַמְׁשֶקה ִמּתֹוַרת ַרּבֹו 

 and taught his [ַאְבָרם] ֶרִּבי of his ּתֹוָרה he drew from the well of ,ְלַאֵחִרים
 as much as ֵיֶצר ָהַרע was a master over his ֶאִליֶעֶזר ,to others; also ּתֹוָרה
his ַאְבָרם ,ֶרִּבי. Undoubtedly, ֶאִליֶעֶזר was a very righteous person. Thus, 
 fulfilled all the requirements ֶאִליֶעֶזר determined that only he and ַאְבָרם
necessary to be victorious. The ּתֹוָרה alludes to this process by saying 
that ַאְבָרם prepared 318 men for battle. However, in actuality, ֶאִליֶעֶזר — 
the equivalent of 318 men — fought the battle by himself.

ּוָמִגֵּננּו הּוא ֶעְזֵרנּו  ָחִיל …  ְּבָרב  נֹוָׁשע  ַהֶּמֶלְך   A king is not saved by his – ֵאין 
great army … Our help and shield is He.  

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated 
לזכר נשמת ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם



Chofetz ChaimMoment
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ה׳ סעיף ה׳

*Shlomie was known as the top ָּבחּור in the ְיִׁשיָבה. He was a gevaldige 
 the boys had fun doing the famous ‘pin test.’ They ,ּפּוִרים On .ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם
would put a pin in the ְּגָמָרא and Shloimie would tell them which letter on 
each ַדף the pin went through. Feivish was not impressed. He believed 
that people should focus on ֲעֵמלּות in ּתֹוָרה. Feivish went to the ַמְׁשִּגיַח and 
asked if he is allowed to tell his ַחֵבִרים that Shlome’s ָחְכָמה is just a good 
memory and the “pin test” proves it.

What should be the gist of the ַמְׁשִּגיַח’s response?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. What event made believers out of those nations that were 
skeptical that ַאְבָרָהם was saved from the fiery furnace at 
?אּור ַּכְׂשִּדים

2.  Who informed ַאְבָרָהם of לֹוט’s capture and what motivated 
this person to do so?

1. The miraculous emergence of ֶמֶלְך ְסדֹום from the lime pit in ֵעֶמק ַהּׂשּדים 
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power 
that was capable of effecting (14:10 – ד״ה ּבֱארֹת ּבֱארֹת) ִנִסים.

 would ַאְבָרָהם hoping that ,ַאְבָרָהם who escaped from the war, informed ,עֹוג .2
be killed in battle, so that he could marry (14:13 – ד״ה ַוּיבֹא ַהּפִליט) ׂשָרה.

Waiting for You, AbbaLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1.  Even if one ends the ְּבָרָכה of ְמַחֵּיה ַהֵּמִתים one can still say ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח at that point. One does not repeat ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה unless one has 
begun saying the first word of the ְּבָרָכה of ַאָּתה ָקדֹוׁש.

2. 30  days after (כ״ב ֶחְׁשָון) ְׁשִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת, if a person is unsure if he said ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח, he need not repeat ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה.Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
יב ָהרוּוַח ִ  ַמׁשּו

ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהגּוֶ  וּומו…

Answer : The ַמְׁשּגיַח should explain that although working hard is more important than a 
good memory, which is a special ְּבָרָכה from ָׁשַמִים, it is, nevertheless, ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע to mention 
names. He should also explain the point that Shlomie’s good memory, when used correctly, 
only adds to the ָּכבֹוד ַהּתֹוָרה.

ְוֶהֱאִמן ַּבד׳ ַוַּיְחְׁשֶבָה … ְצָדָקה

He trusted in ד׳, and He considered this for him as an act of 
righteousness (ְּבֵראִׁשית טו:ו).

Why, asked the ַחִּיים  considered ד׳ s trust in’ַאְבָרָהם was ,ָחֵפץ 
righteousness — as though it was something above and beyond what 
was demanded of him? After all, ַאְבָרָהם fulfilled every commandment in 
the ּתֹוָרה; what was so unique about his trust in ד׳? The ָחֵפץ ַחִּיים explains 
that trust in ד׳ is more than just another ִמְצָוה; rather, it is the foundation 
of the entire ּתֹוָרה. This can be compared to a man drowning in the sea 
who suddenly sees a tree extending from the shore. Which part of the 
tree will he attempt to grab? Not the branches, for they can easily be 
broken off; rather, he grabs hold of the roots. So too, concludes the ָחֵפץ 

 ,is comparable to the sturdy roots of a tree ד׳ Trust in .ד׳ is trust in ,ַחִּיים
which serve as a foundation and a base for the entire tree.

*
Little Shimshon stood in the doorway and begged his father to allow 

him to learn in shul like the older boys. It was ָּׁשֻבעֹות night and Shimshon 
longed to be like everyone else. He too wanted to stay up all night and 
learn. But the problem was that his father felt he was too young. After 
all, he was only 6 years old.

Shimshon cried but his father refused to listen. His father was willing 
to let him stay up late and learn at home, but he could not stay up all 
night. The day of ָּׁשֻבעֹות itself was also an important day for learning, one 
that was generally ignored because so many people were exhausted 
from the previous night’s learning. If he wanted to, Shimshon could learn 
all day on the first day of יֹום טֹוב. But tonight was out of the question.

With a heavy heart, Shimshon stared out the window as his father 
headed off to shul. And truth be told, his father did not leave without 
some sense of guilt. Shimshon had been very sad to be left out of this 
event that the older boys had been talking about for weeks. His tear-
filled eyes broke his father’s heart. He thought to himself, "Right now, 

Shimshon thinks the day will never come when he will be allowed to 
stay up, but soon he will be old enough." 

Yet, Shimshon’s father wavered regarding the difficult decision he 
had made. Finally he arrived in shul and sat down to what he hoped 
would be a very special night of learning. But he simply could not stop 
thinking of Shimshon. That image of Shimshon at the window just kept 
reappearing. Finally he gave up trying to fight his heart — he put on his 
hat and jacket and headed back home. If by any chance the young boy 
was still up, he would bring him to learn. It would take about 10 minutes 
to walk back home and he was almost certain that Shimshon would 
already be sleeping. But when he opened the door he was shocked.

Standing there at the doorway, all ready to go, was little Shimshon. 
It was almost as if he had been expecting his father’s return. When his 
father opened the door, Shimshon smiled in delight and held onto his 
father’s hand. 

“Shimshon, I’m surprised to find you standing here. It’s almost as if 
you knew I was coming back.”

“Oh, I knew you would come back, Abba. I just knew it.” Shimshon 
spoke with happiness and joy as he skipped toward the shul.

“How could you know? I myself just decided to come back.”

“I knew because I davened for it. I davened really hard that ד׳ would 
send you back for me. And I knew He would listen.”

As Shimshon skipped on, his father stood there, stunned. He was 
amazed and awed by his child’s simplistic faith. If a child calls out to his 
Heavenly Father, he will be answered. His very young son understood 
this and utilized it to ask his Father for what he wanted. It was a lesson 
he would not soon forget. 

Little Shimshon never forgot this lesson either, and grew up to 
become the great R' Shimshon Pincus ַזַצ״ל, a ַצִדיק whose whole way of 
life was a reflection of this basic tenet of belief — If a child calls out to 
his Heavenly Father, he will be answered.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

A ַּתְלִמיד returning from ְּבַרק  ,ֶרִּבי wanted to portray to his ְּבֵני 
the Tchebiner ָרב, how the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש held the ֶרִּבי in high regard. He 
related to the ֶרִּבי that among the very few ְסָפִרים that he saw on the 
 on his table out of ְסָפִרים limited the ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש table (the ֶּפַסח s’ֲחזֹון ִאיׁש
fear of ָחֵמץ) he noticed the ֶרִּבי’s דֹוֵבב ֵמיָׁשִרים ,ֵסֶפר. The Tchebiner ָרב 
smiled and said, “ּפּונקט פַארקֶערט! ֶעס ִאיז ַא ְרָאָיה ַאז ֶער נּוצט ֶעס ִניׁשט ַא גַאנץ

 On the contrary! It proves that he doesn’t use it the [remainder — !יָאר 
of the] whole year!” 

 Source: The Torah World (with kind permission of ArtScroll)

 Yahrtzeit of Horav – 1933 / 5694 ַמְרֶחְׁשָון 7
Yehudah Meir Shapiro of Lublin ַזַצ״ל, the 
founder and driving force behind the Daf 
Yomi movement. Today, tens of thousands 
of Jews study the ַדף ַהיֹוִמי and every seven 
and a half years a ִסיּום of ַּתְלמּוד ַּבְבִלי is held 
with large celebrations in hundreds of 
locations worldwide.

 Yahrtzeit of – 1965 / 5726 ַמְרֶחְׁשָון 8
Moreinu R' Yaakov Rosenheim ַזַצ״ל, born 
in Frankfurt, Germany, to R' Eliyahu and 
Charna, who were ְצָדָקה  to Baron ַּגָּבֵאי 
William Rothchild. In his youth, he studied 
under R' Hirsch. In 1900, he was elected to 
the Frankfurt Council. He became editor of 
Der Israelite in 1905. In 1909, together with 
R' Yitzchok Isaac Halevi, he created the 
historic meeting of ְּגדֹוֵלי ִיְׂשָרֵאל in Homburg. 
He organized the ְּגדֹוָלה  in Vienna, in ְּכֵנִסָּיה 
1912 and later in 1929, where he was given 
the title מֹוֵרינּו. He presided over World 
Agudah for over 50 years. His respect for 
the ְּגדֹוֵלי ִיְׂשָרֵאל and his ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים helped him 
unite the many diverse leaders. In 1935, 
he fled to the United Kingdom and later 
moved to the United States. He emigrated 
to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל in 1950.

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

An introduction to ַּתֲחנּון…

One of the least understood parts of 
davening is ַעְמָרם .ַּתֲחנּון ִסּדּור in his ַרב 
י״ב ע״א)  writes (טּור או״ח קל״א see also ;דף 
that after ְׁשמֹוֶנה ֶעְׂשֵרה one does ְנִפיַלת ַאַּפִים 
(literally, falling on one’s face), pleading 
for ד׳’s mercy. Then one should make 
any personal requests for anything he 
needs. The ָּכל ּבֹו writes that ַּתֲחנּון has the 
power to create forgiveness for even the 
most severe ֲעֵברֹות. The ה׳ חלק) ַרְמַח״ל  ֶדֶרְך 
 has the power ְנִפיַלת ַאַּפִים writes that (ד:ו:טו
to appease the ַהִּדין  s’ד׳ and arouse ִמַּדת 
ָהַרֲחִמים  The .[ְּתִפּלֹות to answer our] ִמַּדת 
 relates an amazing (נט.) ָּבָבא ְמִציָעא in ְּגָמָרא
story that demonstrates the power of 
 By simply reciting the words of .ַּתֲחנּון
אליעזר ,ַּתֲחנּון  s adversaries were’ר׳ 
destroyed, even though he never had 
any particular person in mind.  

that the esteemed ּפֹוֵסק should 
‘farbreng’ this way with these people 
on ֵליל יֹום ִּכּפּור, the holiest night of the 
year?”

On מֹוָצֵאי יֹום ִּכּפּור, R' Shlomo Zalman 
wished to discuss an ִעְנָין with R' 
Weidenfeld. During the conversation 
R' Shlomo Zalman could not help 
but mention his puzzling observation 
from the previous night.

R' Weidenfeld smiled and 
explained, “Those men you saw 
are war refugees. Many of them are 
broken-hearted widowers who lost 
their entire family in the Holocaust. 
After ַמֲעִריב, I heard them trying to 
remember some of the old ִּכּפּור  יֹום 
melodies that they sang in Poland. I 
know the melodies well and I realized 
the uplift they would get by singing 
together. Is there a better way I could 
spend a יֹום ִּכּפּור night?”          

My ַּתְלִמיד, it is not always easy to 
ask, but the ּתֹוָרה teaches us not to 
jump to conclusions; there is usually 
another side to a story.

!ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your  ,ְּבְיִדידּות

 

Story adapted from שר התורה

Dear Talmid,

R' Dov Beirish Weidenfeld, 
 ,the Tchebiner Rav ,ַזַצ״ל

author of the classic work דֹוֵבב  ֵסֶפר 

 was one of most revered and ,ֵמָׁשִרים
beloved ּפֹוְסִקים in his time. He had 
a brilliant mind and received ְסִמיָכה 
from the ֵּבית ִיְצָחק at the age of 24. He 
was an unusual ָעָנו and tried as much 
as possible to avoid becoming an  
official ָרב. 

In 1940 R' Weidenfeld, his wife and 
youngest daughter were deported 
to Siberia. In 1946, through great 
efforts of influential ַעְסָקִנים, he finally 
escaped to ְירּוָׁשַלִים where he lived 
in the ֶחֶסד   neighborhood until ַׁשַעֵרי 
his ְּפִטיָרה. 

R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ַזַצ״ל 
described a scene he witnessed in 
the first years after R' Weidenfeld 
came to ַׁשַעֵרי ֶחֶסד. 

It was ֵליל יֹום ִּכּפּור and as R' Shlomo 
Zalman was walking home he 
passed the shul called ֵּבית ַהְּכֶנֶסת ְקַהל 

 He noticed that R' Weidenfeld .ֲחִסיִדים
was sitting together with a diverse 
group of men. They seemed to be 
enjoying themselves, humming and 
singing all different types of melodies. 
R' Shlomo Zalman remembered that 
he thought, “Is it really appropriate 
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R’ Pinchas 
Scheinberg once 
visited Monsey. He 
stayed at the home 
of R’ Yakov Haber. 
Crowds of people 
streamed into the 
house seeking R’ 
Scheinberg’s advice 
and brochos. One 
Motzoei Shabbos 
a distraught 
young man whom 
the Rav had never 
met before was 
among the people 
asking for the Rav’s 
brochos and advice.

The man was comforted by Rav 
Scheinberg’s concern and warmth.

The night went on and many more people came in with 
their worries and left smiling.

It was already early in the 
morning when the last person 
left and R’ Scheinberg joined R’ 

Yakov and his family in the kitchen.

Together R’ Scheinberg and R’ Haber cried together 
and davened, saying Tehillim posuk by posuk.

 and Yospa Scheinberg. In 1919 his ר׳ יעקב יצחק was born in Ostrov, Poland, to ר’ חיים פנחס
family immigrated to America. At age 9 he enrolled in Yeshivas R’ Jacob Joseph (RJJ). 
Under the influence of Rabbi Yaakov Yosef Herman (his future father-in-law), at 14 he 
went to R’ Levenberg’s yeshiva in New Haven, CT. He married Basha (Bessie) Herman at 19 
and they traveled to Poland, where he learned in Mir Yeshiva. In 1934 they returned to 
NY; he became the משגיח רוחני of ישיבת חפץ חיים. After 25 years he opened ישיבה תורה אור in 
Bensonhurst, NY. In 1965 he moved to Eretz Yisroel and opened ישיבה תורה אור in Kiryat 
Mattersdorf. He was renowned for both his brilliance in his many classic ספרים and 
his piety, wearing תפילין all day and donning many layers of ציצית. He was a leading

.מֹועצת גדֹולי הּתֹורה and a member of the פוסק ומנהיג הדור

Thank you, rebbi. I 
am touched by your 

kindness...

I will try my best, 
but please promise me that 

you will never give up. Even if a 
sword is at a person’s neck we 
are told he must hope that he 

can still be saved!

My son, daven 
for yourself together with 

others.  Hashem will hear your 
tefillos. everything is going to turn 

out fine... Please write down your 
name so I can daven for you 

too...

Sob - Do you recall that 
poor young man - Sob - who 

came here earlier?  - sob - My heart 
goes out to him. Please, let’s daven 
together for his recovery. Hashem 
loves our tefillos and no tefillah 

goes unanswered.

Of course, Rebbi. 
Here’s a Tehillim.

I promised 
Yaakov Faivish ben Ita Golda 

that I will try my best - I need to do 
more… Please, let’s do another 

kapit’l.

שיר המעלות...

שיר המעלות...

Rebbi, What’s the 
matter? Are you in 

pain?

כ“ז אדר   2012 - 1910   5772 - 5670

Rebbi, I just got married. 
Recently I was diagnosed with a 

serious disease and the doctors are 
telling me I only have a few weeks to 
live. I’m scared... Rebbi, please... What 

should I do?
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