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ַזַצ״ל רֹוֵקַח  דֹוב  ִיָּׂששָכר   was born in Belz, Poland, to ,ר׳ 
 Following .ִרְבָקה ִמְרָים and (second Belzer Rebbe) ר׳ ְיהֹוֻׁשַע 

his father’s ְּפִטיָרה, in 1894, he took over as ָרב of Belz and 
served as the third Rebbe of the Belzer ֲחִסיִדים until his 

own ר׳ ִיָּׂששָכר דֹוב .ְּפִטיָרה was the accepted leader of Galician Jewry and 
was renowned as a מֹוֵפת  attracting thousands who sought his ,ַּבַעל 
 Twersky, and they ַּבְתָיה רּוָחָמה ,In 1867, he married his first wife .ְּבָרכֹות
had two children together. After her ְּפִטיָרה, he married ְדבֹוָרה  ַחָיה 
Pytshnik. They had six children together. ר׳ ִיָּׂששָכר דֹוב initiated the יֹוְׁשִבים 
program, which encouraged married and unmarried men to learn all 
day in local ׁשִטיּבלֶעְך. He fled to Hungary with many of his ֲחִסיִדים during 
World War I, and returned to Belz in 1925 to re-establish his court.

כ״ב חשון
c.5612 - 5687
c. 1852 - 1926

The 3rd Belzer Rav, ַזַצ״ל רֹוֵקַח  ִיָּׂששָכר דֹוב   ,ר׳ 
was renowned for his ְּפַסק ֲהָלָכה ,ּתֹוָרה and 
keeping the ְמסֹוָרה, tradition, especially 
when it came to ִחּנּוְך, education. He 
would say, “Teaching our children is 
mentioned in ְׁשַמע  together with ְקִריַאת 
 This is to demonstrate .ְּתִפִּלין and ְמזּוָזה
how even the tiniest deviation renders 
the education ָּפסּול, as it would ְמזּוָזֹות and 
 However, with great foresight, he ”!ְּתִפִּלין
gave his warm ְּבָרכֹות to Sarah Schenirer’s new girls’ 
school that blossomed into the ֵּבית ַיֲעקֹב movement! 

Gedolim Glimpses
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לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: עלינו לשבח (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

ַּגם ֶּתֶבן ַּגם ִמְסּפֹוא ַרב ִעָּמנּו ַּגם ָמקֹום ָללּון …

Even straw and feed is plentiful with us as well as place to lodge 
       (ְּבֵראִׁשית כד:כה)

The ִיְצָחק  Wouldn’t it have .ָּפסּוק is puzzled by the language in this ּתֹוְלדֹות 
been more correct to say, “is plentiful for us”? What did ִרְבָקה mean by “is 
plentiful with us”? He answers that ִרְבָקה was aware that her home and riches 
were a gift from ד׳ to be used responsibly. Therefore, she told ֱאִליֶעֶזר with ָחְכָמה, 
“with us” — meaning, with us as a deposit from ד׳; we don’t own it. ֱאִליֶעֶזר would 
feel more comfortable when hearing that he was not taking away anything 
from anyone.

Rav Pam ַזַצ״ל would also point out that ִרְבָקה not only used ָחְכָמה to give 
 When .ְצָדָקה but she also taught us many eternal lessons in how to give ,ְצָדָקה
she was presented with the opportunity to give from the water in her jug, she 
also gave consideration to the man’s other needs. She surpassed ֱאִליֶעֶזר’s test 
when she mentioned that his entourage and camels must also be thirsty, 
hungry, and would all need a place to rest after traveling through the desert. 
That was a complete ֶחֶסד!

It is very special to give ‘at the door’ — but do you ever stop to think about 
an additional act of ֶחֶסד that you can do for the poor man? It is likely that he has 
been walking the streets for many hours and is cold, tired and hungry. Why 
not invite him inside for a little rest or some food and drink?

The ָחֵפץ ַחִּיים, in ַאֲהַבת ֶחֶסד, enumerates the ִמְצֹות that add up for one who acts 
in such a way:

First of all, the ָּפסּוק says, “Surely you should break your bread for the hungry” 

 to give him food, which has the advantage of :ְצָדָקה This is the best .(ְיַׁשְעָיהּו נח:ז)
allowing him to enjoy it immediately (unlike money, which is worthless in and 
of itself and can be used only as a medium with which to buy food). 

A ְמֻׁשָּלח is sometimes insulted as he goes from door to door! One who 
welcomes him pleasantly and invites him to sit down and have a cup of coffee 
greatly cheers and encourages him. We must relate respectfully to the ָעִני who 
knocks on our door. He is ד׳’s messenger, coming to collect what is owed to 
him, and is doing you a great favor by allowing you to perform the ִמְצָוה of ְצָדָקה 
without leaving your home. 

Just think about the trouble involved in doing other ִמְצֹות. How many hours/
days are spent searching for the perfect set of ַאְרָּבָעה ִּמיִנים? How many years 
before a boy’s ַּבר ִמְצָוה do his parents arrange to provide him with a beautiful 
pair of ְּתִפִּלין? With the ִמְצָוה of ְצָדָקה, however, the ָעִני presents himself on your 
doorstep to offer you the merit of this ִמְצָוה! Doesn’t he deserve at least a thank 
you? Do you realize that the poor man knocking on your door is as if he brought 
a beautiful set of ַאְרָּבָעה ִּמיִנים? He deserves your utmost respect.

The ַחִּיים ַּבְתָרא ט:) have taught us ֲחַז״ל“ ,concludes ָחֵפץ  ְלָעִני, :(ָּבָבא  ְּפרּוָטה   ַהּנֹוֵתן 

ְּבָרכֹות… ְּבַאַחת-ֶעְׂשֵרה  ִמְתָּבֵרְך  ִּבְדָבִרים,  ְוַהְמַפְּיסֹו  ְּבָרכֹות;  ְּבֵׁשׁש   One who gives a — ִמְתָּבֵרְך 
penny to a poor man is blessed with six ְּבָרכֹות; one who speaks pleasantly to 
him is blessed with eleven ְּבָרכֹות…” 

 ,ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל of ֵאם the future ,ִיְצָחק was rewarded by becoming the wife of ִרְבָקה
because she performed her selfless ֶחֶסד with ָחְכָמה and it was a complete ֶחֶסד!
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ה׳ סעיף ז׳

*Eli had been busy with a meeting of the yearbook staff which ran into 
lunch time. When he arrived in the dining room, there was no food left. 
By the time the dismissal bell sounded, Eli was famished. He stopped at 
Mr. Klein’s fruit stand to buy some grapes to tide him over until supper. 
When Mr. Klein asked for $3.00 a pound Eli protested, “Chap-a-Deal only 
charges $2.25 per pound.” Mr. Klein replied, “True, but their grapes are 
low quality and you pay for rotten grapes.”

Could Mr. K. justify his higher pricing without speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Where do we learn that one is obligated to thank ד׳ upon 
hearing good news?

2. What do we learn from the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates 
the one hundred and thirty-seven years of ִיְׁשָמֵעאל’s life?

1. When ֱאִליֶעֶזר heard from ָלָבן and ּבתּוֵאל that they were willing to let ִרְבָקה go, 
he turned to thank (24:52 – ד״ה ַוּיְׁשּתחּו ַאְרָצה) הקב״ה.

2. From the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates the one hundred and thirty-seven 
years of ִיׁשָמֵעאל’s life, we can deduce that ּיֲעקֹב spent fourteen years in the 
.(25:17 – ד״ה ְוֵאּלה ְׁשֵני ַחּיי ִיְׁשָמֵעאל) ָלָבן before he went to ֵעֶבר of ְיׁשיָבה

OrchestrationsLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Reflections of the Maggid (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1. There is a fundamental difference regarding where to pause between those who pronounce the last word ַהֶּגֶׁשם with a 
 s seasonal weather change, is the end of a thought and’ד׳ referring to rain as ,ַהָּגֶׁשם .ָקַמץ with a ַהָּגֶׁשם and those who say ֶסגֹול
one should pause before ַהֶּגֶׁשם .ְמַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים refers to rain as in ְּגבּוַרת ד׳ to provide ַּפְרָנָסה and should read as part of ְמַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים. Halacha 

Corner
ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…

יב ָהרוּוַח ִ  ַמׁשּו
ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהגּוֶ  וּומו…

Answer : Instead of pointing out the poor quality of Chap-a-Deal’s fruit with his comment 
about “low quality and rotten grapes,” Mr. Klein should tell Eli, “The grapes that I sell are 
the best quality you can buy anywhere. If you want the best, you will have to pay a little 
more for it.”

The matter stemmed from ֵמד׳ ָיָצא ַהָּדָבר …              (ְּבֵראִׁשית כד:נ) .ה׳ …

Three words — ַהָּדָבר ָיָצא   Even .ד׳ the matter stemmed from ,ֵמד׳ 
the wicked ָלָבן and ְּבתּוֵאל saw what many refuse to acknowledge: 
Everything comes from ד׳; He is the source of all that occurs. When 
we take note of what happens around us and how the various pieces 
of the puzzle that many of us call life just “seem” to fit together, we 
will realize that it can only be attributed to ד׳’s guiding Hand. 

*
R' Yehudah Leib Wittler is a ֶרִּבי in one of the ְיִׁשיבֹות in Gateshead, 

England. One ַּתְלִמיד misbehaved constantly and was a bad influence 
on his classmates and others in the dormitory. Eventually the 
administration wanted him expelled permanently.

R' Wittler wanted to give the ַּתְלִמיד one more opportunity to 
succeed. After discussing the matter with his wife, he told the ַהְנָהָלה 
that the 3rd floor in his home had 2 small vacant rooms. The ַּתְלִמיד 
would live in their home in his own apartment. They would give him 
some independence in the hope that he would mature. The Wittlers 
felt they could limit how much he would influence their children. They 
would provide his meals, but he would be responsible for getting to 
.on time ְיִׁשיָבה

Late one Friday afternoon R' Wittler was on the way to shul with his 
5-year-old son Avraham. Suddenly the little boy said, “Oy, Tati! I forgot 
my ַׁשָּבת קַאּפל (yarmulke).”

“Run home and get it,” said R' Wittler. “I’ll wait right here …”

They had only walked a block, so R' Wittler could watch his son 
scamper home. Little Avramele ran home and up to his parents’ room 
where the yarmulke was kept. He turned on the light to find it, located 
it, slapped it onto his head and ran out in a hurry because he knew his 
father was waiting. In his rush, he forgot to turn off the light.

After the family ate the ְסעּוַדת ַׁשָּבת the Wittlers saw that the light in 
their room had been left on. It was already late. There was nobody 

who could be summoned to shut the light. R' Wittler could not fall 
asleep with the bright light. He went back downstairs and began 
learning a new ֵסֶפר that piqued his interest, but soon his eyes began 
closing. Yet he could not fall asleep in his room. Suddenly he thought 
of an idea – the 2nd small room on the 3rd floor! It was empty and 
dark and it even had an old bed in it. R' Wittler went up to the 3rd 
floor, put a fresh sheet on the mattress and tried to fall asleep.

R' Wittler dozed a bit, restlessly. As he closed his eyes to catch 
a few more winks, he heard a crackling sound. Then he smelled 
smoke! He ran out of his room and saw that the smoke was coming 
from the next room. He opened the door and saw the ַּתְלִמיד lying on 
the floor surrounded by a fire on the carpet. R' Wittler called out to 
the ַּתְלִמיד, grabbing him off the floor. Together they ran downstairs. R' 
Wittler woke up his wife and, together, they grabbed all their children 
and ran out of the house. By the time the fire brigade came and put 
out the fire, the roof and third floor were extensively damaged. More 
importantly, however, there were no injuries or lives lost.

The ַּתְלִמיד had wanted to read before going to sleep. Before 
 he had taken a lamp and bent it downward facing the floor to ,ַׁשָּבת
illuminate his book. He fell asleep while reading and the lamp fell to 
the floor and heated the carpet until it caught fire. 

Each time Rabbi Wittler retells this story, he ends it off by asking 
the same question: “Was it really terrible that my son left the light on 
in my room? That was the only reason I ended up on the third floor 
and had the opportunity to smell the smoke before the fire spread.”

What seemed like an inconvenience actually was the catalyst 
for the rescue of a family. At times we get immediate answers; 
other times, it takes longer. (And speaking of rescue, today this 
special ַּתְלִמיד is a fine ּכֹוֵלל יּונגֶערמַאן in ְּבֵני ְּבַרק — having been saved by  
the Wittlers.)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

When ר׳ ִיָּׂששָכר דֹוב רֹוֵקַח )א( ַזַצ״ל took his son to the ִמְקָוה for the 
1st time, the boy said, “Oy! Oy!” as he entered the hot water. As 
he exited, he murmured, “Ah! Ah!” The ֶרִּבי smiled and said, “ַאזֹוי  

 This is — טּוט מֶען ַא ִמְצָוה. ִאין ָאנפַאנג ס׳ִאיז אֹוי! אֹוי! אּון צּום סֹוף ס׳ִאיז ַא! ַא!
how one does a ִמְצָוה. When it starts out, it is ‘Oy! Oy!’ and in the 
end, it is ‘Ah! Ah!’ — ִמיט ֲעֵברֹות ס׳ִאיז פַארקֶערט: צּום ֶערׁשט ס׳ִאיז ַא! ַא! ָאּבֶער 

 ’!it is the opposite: at first it’s ‘Ah! Ah ֲעֵברֹות With — צּום סֹוף ִס׳יז אֹוי! אֹוי!
but in the end, it’s ‘Oy! Oy!’”  

Source: Men of Distinction

 ַרֵּבינּו יֹוָנה ֶּבן ַאְבָרָהם Yahrtzeit of – 1263 / 5024 ַמְרֶחְׁשָון 28
ַזַצ״ל  ,He was born in 4970/1210 in Gerona .ְמִגירֹוְנִדי 
Spain, and died in 5024/1263 in Toledo, Spain. He 
was a first cousin of the ַרְמַּב״ן and his daughter 
married the son of the ַרְמַּב״ן. He was the ֶרִּבי of the 
 among others. In his youth he ,ְרָא״ה and the ַרְׁשָּב״א
traveled to France to learn under ָהָהר ִמן  ְׁשֹלמֹה    ר׳ 
.ִמַּבַעֵלי ַהּתֹוָספֹות

He was a fierce opponent of the ַרְמַּב״ם's 
philosophical views. However, when 24 wagonloads 
of the ַּתְלמּוד were burned by the Church in 1242 at 
the same spot in Paris where the ַרְמַּב״ם's מֹוֶרה ְנבּוִכים 
had been burned by the non-Jewish authorities in 
Paris nine years earlier, ַרֵּבינּו יֹוָנה realized his terrible 
mistake regarding the ַרְמַּב״ם and publicly admitted 
it.. As related by his ַּתְלִמיד, R' Hillel of Verona, ַרֵּבינּו יֹוָנה 
promised to travel to ִטֶבִרָיה to the ַרְמַּב״ם's ֶקֶבר, where 
he would beg forgiveness with a ִמְנָין of ten people. 
יֹוָנה  began his journey from France with that ַרֵּבינּו 
intention, but was detained in Barcelona. 

He was referred to by his contemporaries as 
ֲחָכִמים and as one of the greatest ֶהָחִסיד  of ַּתְלִמיֵדי 
his time. He gave many ִׁשעּוִרים wherever he went, 
always quoting ַרְמַּב״ם's halachic decisions and 
interpretations of the ְּגָמָרא with great reverence. 

After three years, he again set out to fulfill his vow, 
but was detained in Toledo, where the community 
implored him to stay for a while to teach them. He 
died there suddenly, never completing his journey 
to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

His ְּתׁשּוָבה ,ֵסֶפר -is considered one of the all ,ַׁשַעֵרי 
time greatest מּוָסר works. R' Chaim Volozhin once 
commented that not every מּוָסר ֵסֶפר is appropriate 
for all people; however, he said, ְּתׁשּוָבה  is ַׁשַעֵרי 
appropriate for every Jewish ְנָׁשָמה for all eras in all 
situations.

 on ִּפרּוׁש s other published works include a'ַרֵּבינּו יֹוָנה
ָאבֹות ַהִיְרָאה ,ִמְׁשֵלי ,ִּפְרֵקי  ַהִיְרָאה and ,ֵסֶפר   ְּגָמָרא On .ִאֶּגֶרת 
he wrote ַעִליֹות ְדַרֵּבינּו יֹוָנה and his students wrote ַרֵּבינּו
.יֹוָנה ַעל ַהִרי״ף

This Week in History

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

An introduction to ַּתֲחנּון… (Cont.)

The ַט״ז learns a ֲהָלָכה that is brought in the first 
ֲחנּון of ְסִעיף תַּ א׳) ִהְלכֹות  קל״א:   based on a (ִסיָמן 
difficult question in the (ָּבָּבא ְמִציָעא נ״ט:) ְגָמָרא which 
relates how ֱאִליֶעֶזר  s wife would prevent her’ר׳ 
husband from saying ֲחנּון  ַרָּבן ַגְמִליֵאל Her brother .תַּ
had argued with ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר, which distressed him,  
and she was concerned for her brother’s safety. 
She was afraid that the power of ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר’s  ֲחנּון  תַּ
could harm her brother, so she would prevent 
him from saying ֲחנּון  ִׁשיָטה ְמקּוֶּבֶצת every day. The תַּ
is bothered by a simple question. How was ר׳ 

 s wife able to prevent him from saying’ֱאִליֶעֶזר
ֲחנּון  on a daily basis without his realizing it? He תַּ
answers that she asked ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר something that 
required him to answer, and the interruption 
reduced the power of his ֲחנּון  ֲהָלָכה Hence the .תַּ
that one must not speak or interrupt between 
ֲחנּון and ְׁשמֹוָנה ֶעְׂשֵרה  .תַּ

At the meeting, the minister first 
argued, “Rabbis ought to have 
some secular education; it is for 
their own good!”

The ָרב respectfully replied 
that if the minister wanted to 
construct a new home, he would 
surely consult experts. It should 
be the same with ַרָּבִנים. He should 
value the expert opinion of the 
 themselves, and not take ַרָּבִנים
advice from amateurs like the 
Baron who had never officiated 
as a ָרב! The minister listened, and 
they continued speaking. He was 
genuinely impressed by the ָרב’s 
sharp insight and wise perspective 
on worldly matters. After their 
hour-long audience he cancelled 
the decree, reprimanding the 
Baron for dismissing the Belzer 
Rebbe as a simpleton. The Baron’s 
influence declined from then on. 

My ַּתְלִמיד, the Belzer Rav knew 
that the laws were written out of 
misinformation. All he need was 
ִדְׁשַמָּיא  for the minister to ִסַּיְעָּתא 
converse with a ָרב. The minister 
would easily realize that the 
 we study is timeless and its ּתֹוָרה
wisdom is eternal!        

ֶרִּבי Your  ,ְּבְיִדידּות

 
Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz  

with permission from ArtScroll

Dear Talmid,

The third Belzer Rebbe, 
R' Yissochor Dov Rokeach 

 ַצִדיק and ָּגאֹון was known as a ,ַזַצ״ל
from his early youth and was a ָּבִקי 
in ַׁש״ס ַּבְבִלי ִוְירּוַׁשְלִמי at a young age. 
Although he spent the first forty 
years of his life before becoming 
Rebbe absorbed day and night 
in learning, he was a master at 
understanding and advising 
people on worldly matters. 

As the Reform movement 
gained momentum, the 
assimilationists in the Austrian 
Reichsrat [Parliament] passed a 
law that all ַרָּבִנים in the Hapsburg 
Empire must be fluent in German 
and well versed in secular subjects. 
The Rebbe, accompanied by his 
aide, went to meet the Minister of 
Culture in Lemberg (Lvov), Poland. 
He took a ְּתִהִּלים and davened that 
 should put the right words in his ד׳
mouth. On their way up the stairs 
to the minister’s office, they met 
Baron Von Horowitz – a secular 
Jewish die-hard reformer. 

“And where is the Rebbe 
going? Up to the minister? You’re 
wasting your time…” said the Baron 
scornfully.  
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1:00 a.m. in the dorm of the Lakewood Yeshiva. The 
Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L, knocks quietly 
on a door, waits a few moments, and then enters...

Let me explain ... During the emergency campaign 
to rescue 1,200 Jews from Theresienstadt, I 

sent telegrams to all the Rabbonim in America, 
begging for immediate funds...

The first pledge came in the middle of 
the night from Rabbi Laderman.

R’ Aharon Kotler  was born in Sislovitz, Russia. At 14, he went to the Slabodka 
, where he became known as the .  married Chana Perel, the 

daughter of  Meltzer, the  of  in Slutsk. At 24, he became 
one of the . In 1921, due to the Bolshevik religious persecution,  was 
forced to move to Kletsk.  emigrated to , and  ran  
for almost 20 years. In 1939, the Soviet occupation forced  to flee, first to 
Japan and then to the USA, where he assumed a leading role in the . In 1943, 

  founded  in Lakewood, NJ. With his dynamic drive, he rebuilt  in 
America.  also headed ,  and  in America.

Chaim, please wake the boys 
up. We need a Minyan in the Beis 

Medrash right now! We must say Tehillim 
for Rabbi Emanuel Laderman from 

Denver. He is sick!

Oy! it’s 
already 3 a.m.! I 

wonder if anyone was 
awake to receive the 

telegram?

...So it’s only right 
that we have hakaras 

hatov to Rabbi Laderman 
and reciprocate in seeking 
Hashem’s help immediately 

as well.

Ring! Ring!

5652 - 5723   1891 - 1962   

Psst...I apologize 
for waking you up at 

this hour...

???

It is very late... 
And not all the bochurim 

are sleeping in this building... 
maybe we should wait until 

the morning to get a 
minyan? This is urgent! 

It is not a matter 
of convenience, it is 
a matter of Hakaras 

Hatov...

Learning from our Leaders Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America
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