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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Shlomo Heiman, born in Parenz, near Minsk, to R' 
Michel, was ְיִׁשיָבה ְוַדַעת of רֹאׁש  ֶעְליֹון and ּתֹוָרה  ִמְדָרׁש   .ֵּבית 
At the age of 12, he learned in Halusk under ר׳ ָּברּוְך ּבֶער 

 ְּכֶנֶסת of רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה who, in 1917, appointed R' Shlomo to serve as ,ַזַצ״ל

ִיְצָחק  When anti-Semitic harassment forced R' Shlomo to leave .ֵּבית 
the area, the ַחִּיים  'After WWI, R .ְיִׁשיָבה asked him to teach in his ָחֵפץ 
Elchonon prevailed upon him to be a רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה in Baranovitch. In 1927, 
R' Chaim Ozer Grodzenski invited R' Shlomo to be רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה in Vilna, a 
position he held for nearly eight years. In 1935, with the approval of R' 
Chaim Ozer, R' Shlomo accepted the position of רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה of ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת. 
His classical ִׁשעּוִרים are collected in ִחּדּוֵׁשי ר׳ ְׁשֹלמֹה.

י״ז כסלו
5653 - 5705
1893 - 1944

Once, during a blizzard, ר׳ ְׁשֹלמֹה Heiman 
 His normally .ִׁשעּור arrived to give a ַזַצ״ל
crowded ִׁשעּור had only four ָּבחּוִרים. As 
was his style, he gave an animated 
 was עֹוָלם lecturing as if a huge ,ִׁשעּור
present. One of those ָּבחּוִרים asked him 
why he used so much effort for four ָּבחּו

 He replied, "Do you think I was giving .ִרים
the ִׁשעּור just to you? I was giving it for you, 
your ַּתְלִמיִדים and for all their future ַּתְלִמיִדים. Such 
a ִׁשעּור must be given with every ounce of ּכֹוחֹות!"

Gedolim Glimpses

… ַוִּיְׁשַאל ַיֲעקֹב ַוּיֹאֶמר ַהִּגיָדה ָּנא ְׁשֶמָך ַוּיֹאֶמר ָלָּמה ֶּזה ִּתְׁשַאל ִלְׁשִמי   

And ַיֲעקֹב asked, and said, “Please tell me your name.” And 
[the angel] replied, “Why do you ask my name?” (B’reishis 32:30)

Throughout the night, ַיֲעקֹב struggled with ֵעָׂשו’s ַמְלָאְך. In the 
end, he was victorious. Towards morning, the ַמְלָאְך asked ַיֲעקֹב 
to release him, but ַיֲעקֹב refused unless the ַמְלָאְך blessed him. 

 ”?asked, “And what is your name ַיֲעקֹב

The ַמְלָאְך responded with a question, “Why do you ask my 
name?” 

 seems to be satisfied with this cryptic answer, for we do ַיֲעקֹב
not find ַיֲעקֹב repeating the question afterwards.

According to ֲחַז״ל, this was ֵעָׂשו’s guardian angel, otherwise 
known as ָׂשָטן, the ֵיֶצר ָהַרע. R' Leib Chasman explains that one’s 
name reflects one’s essence. When ַיֲעקֹב asked the angel his 
name, he was trying to discover his essence. ַיֲעקֹב was really 
saying, “What are you all about, ֵיֶצר ָהַרע? What makes you tick? 
What is the secret of your power?”

And the ַמְלָאְך replied, “Why do you ask my name?” In other 
words, it is a pointless question.

This can be better understood with the following ָמָׁשל: 

You just switched off the lights and you are trying to fall 
asleep. The light from a nearby streetlamp comes streaming 
into your room through your window, casting a person–like 
shadow on the wall. You are terrified. Perhaps it is an intruder? 
But then you flick on the light and you see that it was really 
nothing, only your own overactive imagination.

This is the ֵיֶצר ָהַרע, a shadow in the night, a figure of fantasy, 
with no reality or essence. And when you turn on the light, you 
discover nothing was there in the first place.

R' Shlomo Wolbe ַזַצ״ל would compare the ֵיֶצר ָהַרע to a balloon. 
It can get puffed up and look very large and scary. However, if 
you attack it with just a tiny little pin, you will release all the air 
and the balloon will turn into a shriveled piece of rubber.

So too with the ֵיֶצר ָהַרע. It is seemingly a difficult force, but with 
just a tiny little counterattack, the force will turn into nothing.

The ֵיֶצר ָהַרע taught ַיֲעקֹב the secret of his power; his name was 
in fact “Why Do You Ask My Name?” ַיֲעקֹב learned that the ֵיֶצר 

.s power exists only in the imagination’ָהַרע

The ֵיֶצר ָהַרע is only as large as you allow it to be!

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳  
*After Ari had moved to ִיְׂשָרֵאל  with his family, he missed his best ֶאֶרץ 
friend Daniel. The boys had promised to keep in touch, so Ari took out 
a pen and paper and got to work. He was in the same class as Eli, a 
boy from their home-town. He mentioned how their mutual friend Eli 
was constantly getting in trouble for not completing his homework. He 
began to seal the envelope when his mother reminded him to check if 
anything he had written might be ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע.  

Ari told his mother that ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is only in speech. Was he right? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real life situations.

1. Why did ֵעָׂשו decide to change the name of his wife from 
?ְיהּוִדית to ָאֳהִליָבָמה

2. Name three categories of people who merit that הקב״ה 
forgives them completely for their sins (מֹוְחִלין לֹו ַעֹונֹוָתיו).

Answers: 
 into assuming that his wife had rejected ִיְצָחק wished to mislead ֵעׂשו .1

idolatry. (36,2) ד״ה ָאֳהִליָבָמה
2. A) One who becomes a ֵגר B) one who ascends to a position of greatness 

and C) one who gets married. It is for this reason (C) that elsewhere (28,9) 
(36,3) ד״ה ּבׂשַמת ּבת ִיׁשָמֵעאל .ָמֲחַלת is referred to as ּבׂשַמת

R’ Shach Tries One More TimeLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from Aleinu L’Shabei’ach 
(with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 • If possible, one should try to daven ִמְנָחה on ֶעֶרב ַׁשָּבת ֲחֻנָּכה before lighting the ֵנרֹות ֲחֻנָּכה.

 • A wife should first wait for her husband to finish lighting his ֵנרֹות ֲחֻנָּכה before she begins lighting her ֵנרֹות ַׁשָּבת. 
If it is getting late, she may begin lighting her ֵנרֹות ַׁשָּבת after he lights the first ֵנר.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
ה ֲחֻנּכָ

 Answer: Ari was incorrect. The ִאּסּור, prohibition, of relating ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is not only with the spoken 
word. It can be in any form, e.g. in writing, whether directly or even by hinting at it. Ari must re-
read his letter to Daniel and delete any hint of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע or ְרִכילּות.

… ִעם ָלָבן ַּגְרִּתי …

… I have sojourned with ָלָבן … (B’reishis 32:5)

Most of us have learned what ַרִׁש״י quotes from ֲחַז״ל on this 
 told ַיֲעקֹב .ֵעָׂשו to ַיֲעקֹב There was an important message from .ָּפסּוק
his brother, “ִעם ָלָבן ָהָרָׁשע ַּגְרִּתי ְוַתְרַי״ג ִמְצֹות ָׁשַמְרִּתי — I sojourned with 
the evil ָלָבן, yet I kept the 613 commandments of the ַיֲעקֹב ”.ּתֹוָרה 
wanted his brother to know that although he kept all the ִמְצֹות in 
the house of ָלָבן, he still did not receive his father’s blessing. ַיֲעקֹב 
did not get his wealth ִמַּטל ַהָּׁשַמִים, from the dew of the heavens, or 
 s wealth was from cattle’ַיֲעקֹב .from the fat of the land ,ִמְׁשַמֵּני ָהָאֶרץ
and slaves, which are neither from the heaven nor from the land.

Since most people are already familiar with these words, we 
might not notice that ַיֲעקֹב sent this message to ֵעָׂשו, and only by 
way of a veiled hint.

Would ֵעָׂשו be clever enough to figure out the ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of the 
word “ַּגְרִּתי” and realize that it equaled “ַתְרַי״ג”?

There are other parts of the conversation that seem difficult 
to understand. ֲחַז״ל also tell us that ַיֲעקֹב’s mention of the oxen 
he had acquired actually refers to יֹוֵסף, while “donkeys” refers 
to ִיָּׂששָכר. How was ֵעָׂשו meant to interpret these “regular” words? 
Did ֵעָׂשו have רּוַח ַהּקֶֹדׁש to enable him to understand any of these 
references?

We must conclude that ַיֲעקֹב’s thoughts at that moment 
were focused towards ד׳. He wasn’t directing his words only to 
his brother; rather, he was also speaking to ד׳, trying to arouse 
His compassion. He was saying, “ד׳, as difficult as it was, I was 
able to keep ַתְרַי״ג ִמְצֹות in ָלָבן’s house. In that ְזכּות, please let ֵעָׂשו 
understand the deeper meaning of my words and change his 
attitude towards me.”  

When a person needs a ְיׁשּוָעה, salvation, he must never give 

up. There are myriad ways that ד׳ can answer his prayers. ַיֲעקֹב 
tried and successfully changed ֵעָׂשו’s evil intention.   

*
Once, when the Ponevezher ְיִׁשיָבה  R' Elazar Menachem ,רֹאׁש 

Mann Shach, was in the hospital, at a very advanced age, he 
asked for help in getting out of bed and going to the next floor 
of the hospital. Knowing how weak he was, those close to him 
were taken aback at this request. They tried, unsuccessfully, to 
deter him. However, the רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה insisted on being taken down 
to the floor below. 

When asked for his reason, R' Shach replied that he had 
learned that a certain patient had been admitted there whose 
family was suffering from difficult ַּבִית  problems. R' Shach ָׁשלֹום 
wanted to try to talk to the man and persuade him not to distress 
his wife. The man was a difficult person who was known for his 
stubbornness; he did not listen to anyone’s advice.

“Does the רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה need to trouble himself to go down to the 
floor where the patient is staying? Can’t we just tell him to come 
up here?” his companions asked, in even greater surprise.

R' Shach responded, “I have been trying to convince this 
man to improve his ways for a long time now, but always 
without success. I have spoken to him so many times that I 
have nothing new to add to what I have already said. Since I 
am anxious about his ָׁשלֹום ַּבִית, I would like to talk to him one 
more time, but I am afraid that when he comes to me, I will 
not have anything more to say. Therefore, I am making the 
effort to go down to his floor. Perhaps ד׳, upon seeing my self-
sacrifice, will put the right words in my mouth and I will know 
what to say to him. Maybe the effort will be the ְזכּות needed for 
the words to penetrate his heart!”



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid,
R' Shlomo Heiman ַזַצ״ל 

was ְיִׁשיָבה ְוַדַעת of רֹאׁש   ּתֹוָרה 
during the early 1940’s. He and his 
Rebbetzin were not blessed with 
children of their own. They were 
especially known for their devotion 
and loving care towards those 
who were left orphaned after the 
war, bereft of parents and close 
relatives. The couple made sure 
that these children’s needs were 
taken care of completely, including 
marrying them off.  

The couple developed a very 
special routine. His wife went out 
every evening from 8:30pm to 
10:45pm to raise funds for poor 
orphans. R' Shlomo knew that his 
Rebbetzin would come home tired 
and hungry, so the busy ְיִׁשיָבה  רֹאׁש 
took the time to make the beds, 
prepare tea and cut up cake for 
when she returned.

 Once, the Rebbetzin was 
organizing a small wedding for an 
orphaned girl who was to marry a 
 When it came .ְיִׁשיָבה of the ַּתְלִמיד
to ordering flowers, she hesitated, 
unsure how much she should 
spend. Perhaps she had no right to 
buy expensive flowers if the money 

R' Boruch Ber Leibowitz ַזַצ״ל, described his deep, heartfelt 

and awesome admiration of his ַּתְלִמיד, R' Shlomo Heiman 

גֶעלֹוינט“ .in a warm and personal letter to him ַזַצ״ל ִזיְך  ס׳הָאט 

דֶער פַאר  ֵלָדה,  ַצַער  מַאמֶעס  מַײן  אּון  װֶעלט,  דֶער  אֹויף  קּומֶען  מַײן  פַאר 

ִדיר! ִװי  ַאזֹוי  ַּתְלִמיד  ַא  הָאּבן  צּו   My birth and my mother’s — ְזכּות 

labor pains were all worthwhile for ד׳ granted me the merit 

of raising a student like you!” 

Source: Great Jewish Letters (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

13th 474 / 4244 ִּכְסֵלו (others say 499 CE) – יָארצַײט of 
ַזַצ״ל הּוָנא  ַרב  ַּבר  ַאִביָנא  ַרִביָנא usually referred to as ,ַרב 

 who was his ַרִביָנא there was an older) –ָהַאֲחרֹון
uncle). His father died when he was young, and 
his mother taught him his father’s ַרִביָנא .ִמְנָהִגים was 
the ְיִׁשיָבה ַמֲחִסָיא of רֹאׁש   for the last 26 years ַמָתא 
of his life. Together with his ֲחֵבִרים he completed 
the unfinished works of his ַאִׁשי ,ֶרִּבי  ַרִביָנא and ,ַרב 

ַּבְבִלי and finalized the monumental ָהִראׁשֹון  .ַּתְלמּוד 
After ַרִביָנא, no further additions were made to the 
ַּבְבִלי  also marks the end of the יָארצַײט His .ַּתְלמּוד 
period of the ַאמֹוָרִאים (there were 8 generations of 
.ַרָּבָנן ַסבֹוָרִאי and the beginning of (ַאמֹוָרִאים

14th 1945 / 5706 ִּכְסֵלו – The 3rd ִסיּום ַהַׁש״ס was held 
just after WWII and dedicated to the memory of the 
millions of Jews who had perished in the Holocaust. 
In an act that showed the eternity of ּתֹוָרה and ְּכַלל 

 was the one held by ִסיּום ַהַׁש״ס the most heroic ,ִיְׂשָרֵאל
a small group of survivors in the displaced persons 
camp in Feldafing, Germany. In the United States, 
the ַהַׁש״ס  was commemorated in Boro Park, on ִסיּום 
Manhattan’s West Side and in Detroit. In ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ,ֶאֶרץ 
there were events in ֵחיָפה ָאִביב,   The .ְירּוָׁשַלִים and ,ֵּתל 
 was attended by more than 3,000 ֵּתל ָאִביב in ִסיּום ַהַׁש״ס
people, but was delayed one day due to the British-
imposed curfew. 

16th 1804 / 5564 ִּכְסֵלו – A raging fire engulfed many 
homes, including the home and the very room where 
all of R' Avraham Danzig’s ַזַצ״ל (the 1748-1820 ,ַחֵּיי ָאָדם) 
family were standing. Some of the walls of the house 
collapsed but no one was hurt. R' Avraham Danzig 
then established the day as a יֹום טֹוב (Pulver Purim 
– Purim of the Gunpowder) for himself and all of his 
future descendants to mark the miraculous escape.

This Week in History

came from charity funds.
When she laid her doubts before 

her husband, he exclaimed, “ַחס

 Do not order anything that !ְוָׁשלֹום
costs less than the regular price 
that most brides would pay! When 
an ordinary ַּכָּלה decides she wants 
a more modest wedding than most 
brides, she is being courageous. 
With an orphan, however, anything 
less than most brides have will only 
add to her sorrow and yearning 
for her mother, and she will think 
that if her mother had been alive, 
everything would have been taken 
care of properly. You are not just a 
ְצָדָקה  you are a mama for this ,ַּגַּבאי 
girl. A mama worries about the 
flowers. In this case, even ְצָדָקה 
money must be spent generously.”

 My ַּתְלִמיד, R' Shlomo Heiman 
 ַּתְלִמיִדים to develop זֹוֶכה was ַזַצ״ל
who were among the greatest 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל  .in the next generation ְּגדֹוֵלי 
Seeing the way he lived his daily 
life and understanding his warm, 
deep caring for every ָיתֹום/ְיתֹוָמה, is 
it much of a wonder?

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

Story adapted from You Can Make the 

Difference Feldheim

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…ְוַעל ַהִּנִּסים… ַּבָּיִמים ָהֵהם ַּבְּזַמן ַהֶּזה

And for the miracles…in those days, at that time…

In the literal sense, this phrase is understood to 
mean that we are thanking ד׳ for the miracles 
of ֲחֻנָּכה (and ּפּוִרים) that had occurred to our 
forefathers (ָהֵהם  in those days) during — ַּבָּיִמים 
this season (ַהֶּזה  ,ְלבּו״ׁש at this time). The — ַּבְּזַמן 
however, understands this phrase to contain 
a double measure of praise: for the miracles 
of the past (ָהֵהם  in those days) and — ַּבָּיִמים 
also for the countless hidden miracles that are 
constantly being performed for us every day 
 to preserve our life and (at this time — ,ַּבְּזַמן ַהֶּזה)
health. For the miracles that happened ַּבָּיִמים 

 ”we include in our celebration a “thank you ,ָהֵהם
for all the continuous daily miracles that are 
happening ַּבְּזַמן ַהֶּזה!



One week... Yosef Chaim’s sister noticed him walking to 
the marketplace to buy treats for Shabbat...

Yosef Chaim walked quickly to the poor 
neighborhood and approached the house of a 

poor, elderly woman.

To her surprise, Yosef Chaim went to the baker and 
bought some challot and pitot. He then put them in 

a basket together with a few groceries.

The next Shabbat:

Yosef Chaim’s sister told her Abba all about Yosef 
Chaim’s buying food for the poor elderly woman.

 descended from an illustrious ,חכם אליהּו son of ,זצ״ל of Baghdad ּר׳ יֹוסף חיים
line of חכמים. His parents, who were childless for 10 years, went to R’ 
Yaakov Abuchatzeira for a ברכה. Within a year, they had a child, יֹוסף חיּים. At 
the age of ten, he left חדר and studied with his uncle, R’ Dovid Chai Nissim. 
When he was 18 years old, he married רחל, daughter of ר׳ יהּודה שׂמח, a relative 
of his ר׳ יֹוסף חיים .רבי was only 25 when his father was נפטר. Despite his youth, 
the Jews of Baghdad accepted him to fill his father’s position. He authored 
 .ספרים and many other ,אמרי בינה ,אדרת אליהּו ,בן יהֹוידע ,רב ּפעלים ,עֹוד יֹוסף חי ,בן איׁש חי
His opinions on halachic issues are the standard reference in Sephardic 
homes, similar to the קּצּור שׁלחן ערּוך for the ַאשכנזים.

My son, If 
only I had known your 
kindness... I would have 
given you twice as much 

each week!

Have you 
again finished your 

treats early, my 
son?

I’ve never seen him 
eating the treats. It’s impossible 

that he eats his Shabbat treats before 
everyone, every single Shabbat! I shall 

follow him and find out what he is 
really up to!

Thank you! You are 
so kind! May ’ד bless 

you with all your heart’s 
desires!

Hmm... I wonder 
where he’s going...

Hmm...

Yosef Chaim, 
where are your 

treats?
I finished all 

the treats that I 
bought, Abba.

Abba, Let me 
share with you 

what I saw this erev 
shabbat....

י”ג אלול   1832-1909   5592-5669

בן איׁש חי

Every Friday Rav Eliyahu, the father of the 
Ben Ish Chai, would give each one of his 

children some money to buy nuts, fruits, 
and treats for themselves, in order to 

be able to complete one hundred Brachot 
every Shabbat.
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