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.. Please take your son, your only one, whom you love — Yitzchok — and
travel to the land of Moriah .. (Bereishis 22:2)

»ya explains the word xy — please — in the above mos based on an
interesting Xy in P70 NJEN ©s.):

7 appealed to ppyax, N Ny Jpmin Mz oY Toy  Jan nvpaa
wnn 0na mn N> nivrn — Please try and overcome this test for My sake.
| do not want others saying [because you failed this test] that the
other [ninel tests are of no real and substantial meaning!” [The nyn
(:n mawn) teaches us that ppyax underwent ten nivo) ]

Rav Shimon Schwab, 5w, asks a simple and very fundamental
question. How is it possible that failing this one test, the most difficult of all
previous tests, would cast such a negative light on all of oyax's previous
successes? Every successful test should stand on its own merit and be
rewarded accordingly. If omax would have failed this test and reacted by
davening to '7 to save his beloved son pny, how could such a nson have
such a disastrous effect on all the nine previous tests? oiiax had passed
these previous difficult tests with flying colors. Why would his wavering on
this, the most awesome of all his tests, make it be considered that all the
previous tests had no substantial value?

Rav Schwab explains the xy» as follows:

Yahrtzeits o Cedolim ¢S C

Itis true that each of the tests which onyax successfully overcame, lifted
him higher and higher in his own personal and spiritual growth. Every one
of the tests repeatedly showed onmax’'s firm loyalty and unbridled love to
serve '7. on7ax would have been recognized, for all generations, as a true
18 for mastering his previous tests. However, there was one fundamental
trait that still needed to be brought out by way of a test — onjax’s ability
to transmit his firm loyalty, unbridled love and w9y nvon to perform the will
of '7 to the next generation. If op1ax would have failed to demonstrate his
capability to transmit his closeness, love and firm loyalty to 7, which were
brought to life by passing the previous nine tests, to the next generation
(pnw), then all the previous nivwoy would only have been considered as
one-time personal growth, but would have lacked everlasting value. The
meaning of vinn bpa M N MU 1N N9, IS in reference to the future 59
Sx1w. omar showed that he had instilled his closeness to '7 in the next
generation.

We can now understand why at this final test, the ps stresses the
word yip — together. »"w1 points out that omax and pny were both equally
committed and excited to perform the will of *7, even though it meant
the ultimate vy nvon for pny. This final test successfully brought out that
oman’s firm loyalty, unbridled love and vis) non to perform the will of 7, had
successfully been transmitted to his son pny and would be transmitted to
all future generations.

Adapted from: naxwn maypyn (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Gedolim Glimpses

.Irequestof allthe ornyn who know that
they benefited from me, be it from nqin,

or in*7 mxyp, or in m7n, that they be kind
towards me and learn for the elevation

of my nnyy — even just one nyn, or m

av thought. Thig will have made it all
worthwhile, for |, too, dedicated myself
completely for the sake of your success
in learning, and if | will be able to act and to
advocate on your behalf, | will do so, 773 »a.
From the nxis of R' Shach v7pist

PN o R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach Y"s1, was born in
5654 approx - 5762 |_jthuania and learned in Ponevezh npw» at age 7. At
1894 approx = 2001 13 he moved to Slabodka npw. and became a mnbn
pnm of R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer. R Isser Zalman gave him nyne and
also proposed that R' Shach marry his niece, Gittel Golomovsky. They
married in 1923 and R’ Shach would often say, "All my min is in her
ma." From 1927-1939 he served as nv» vixa in Kletsk and Karlin. During
WWII, R* Shach moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to Yx7 yix and
was n™ in o»nyy until 1952. Then he became npv» vy of Ponovezh, The
vy said, “ivsx nx o — the truth is beloved to him!™ and stood up
for him. The Steipler insisted R’ Shach must approve every public letter
and be the first to sign each one. He authored the 1ty >»ax.




Focus. Vddos &G« UnderstandingDavening

«D9Y 3 D).
car Talmid, When R Shach left, the omna ~and place upon you peace.
R Vitzchak Zev (Reb asked their Rebbe why he didnt Peace is not simply the absence of
Velvel) Soloveitchik vy, tell them the answer before R war. It is a harmony between two

different forces. This refers to both

the Brisker Rav, was very close Shach came in. The Brisker Rav .
inner peace and peace between

Wit.h R Schach v and the Rav Eesso[]olled‘ thﬁ: thle k\n? was people. In regards to inner peace, one
e.ruoyed Legrnlng together with <€D LEIZETS. [INey looked on in can have wealth and health, but if there
him. The Brisker Rav would show ~astonishment, as he said, l want is no peace between the g and the
R Shach his writings and would You to know that the me is Reb ooy, then it is all worthless. The iion
probe R Shach's every subtle Leizers. the ynn is Reb Leizer's; (m " 12703) Says that the na of peace
reaction as he read them. it is all Reb Leizer's! When | learn given to ome was the ny1a of inner peace.
through a myv, there are times that The isp continues that inner peace
| think that | have no solution to a is the reason why ome lived so long
difficult question. But then | think (or, according to the opinion he is mbx,
how much enjoyment Reb Leizer he lived forever). When a person lives
will have when | am able to offer without inner conflicts, he naturally lives
he expected. The Brisker Ray said ©¢% 59 | work harder and harder ~Toundno vessa tha howdany except
to his prmon, “Wait till I tell this to until | solve the problem. It's allReb T

o for peace, for it contains the na1a of life!
Leizer's.

The Rav chided his other opnbn,
comparing their reactions to his
own with that of R* Shach. He
once related a wyn on m nom, but
the b did not respond the way

Reb Leizer. He will understand its

depth and react with enthusiasm!" My nbm, your enthusiasm with
the Rebbe’s wy will help make ST IO A 1353 P Y

it even more geshmake. If you
are excited and ask questions,
approbation on R Shach? He is en when your »: prepares his
one of the mom of our time and ™¥ e will try to imagine your [

- . . possible probing questions, and . : :
certainly does not need my mpn! \F))vill develz hisgmj\u‘ accordingl w This Week I HIStOI’Y

Once the Brisker Rav was saying P A 9.

) ) > Together, a1 builds his mnm and )
a mw. He posed a difficult mep 2o builds his szl naw ov - 15" ywin 5715 / 1054 - Yahrtzeit of
and attempted to find a solution. o o the wx w0 - y9p 3wy opax 1. He moved
R Shach walked into the room. ~ MTT2 Yourm toox: Y in 1033, settling inpu 3 and was
The Rav's eyes immediately it . the leading authority in navn, especially nisvn
up, an d then. with excitement. he Story adapted from The Jewish Observer SN YIND DT

delivered a brilliant answer.

In the Brisker Rav's mppn on
~y »ax, R Shach's magnum opus,
he writes, “Who am | to give an

'NDY - 17 win 1656 / 2106 B.C.E. = The rains of
the %an began to fall (according to the opinion
of nyun ).
a oy - 18" wn 5731 / 1970 - Yahrtzeit of
12 Y891 1 Toledano of Morocco, b"wt, author of
, & Sephardic py by nep.
6 ~—~ oy -19™ nwin 5767 / 1906 — After more than 30
age -ayINgs wr
years of navn 9y npmya mony, toil to understand
the depth of the noon, the p»nyan completed his
classic npa mwin.
asked if they needed to wear gas masks. R' Shach said oy - 20 wn 5621 / 1860 - Birth of the 5th
that it would be the right thing to do. Later, they met R’ Lubavitcher Rebbe, the 2'y1, R' Sholom Dov
Chaim Kanievski who said that it was not needed. When they told Ber Schneerson.
R' Chaim that his opinion contradicts R' Shach's, Reb Chaim smiled. mov - 21" wn 5334 / 1573 - Yahrtzeit of R’
Davidibn AbiZimra, 5"st. Arriving in noy as a child

after the Spanish expulsion, he immigrated to
not know. 3¢ a5 ™ po my >7 jaxn 1 oon px — | know that we have the Egypt. Among his opnvn were poy 4 Luria, (the

uring the Gulf War, some onbn approached R' Shach and

LY DY Y " oan oyay oo P — | kKnow something that R Shach does

ma of R’ Leizer Shach! Srox) and Yxoxa 1 Azhkenazi, the nympn noy.
Source: The Jewish Observer
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Living i Torah

Avrohom then ran to the cattle ... (B'reishis 18:7) oyax y19p209%)...

Thexym (o nywnxa2) teaches us that opyax served his three guests,
three tongues in 9770, mustard - one for each guest.

The Vilna Gaon was once sitting and teaching a group of his opnbn.
He turned to them and said, “There are 3 important characteristics that
can be found in all p>7y:

1. They feel compassion for the poor.

2. They need little to live.

3. Their hearts are in constant fear of '7.

These qualities are found in the word 7702 as the letters can be
rearranged in three different ways:

1.7 72 - they choose the poor and love them.

2. 11970 - they hold back from having a lot.

3.2 70 - their hearts are trembling with fear of 7.

1.97 702 — they choose the poor and love them:

A European Jew who had acquired unusual wealth and had been an
exceptionally generous np1y Yva, suffered tremendous losses toward
the end of his life, and was quite depressed. His children took him to
see R" Shach for pwn. The man mentioned to R* Shach that his family
were opon of a particular group.

"Oy!" cried R* Shach. "That mmon has a beautiful y that I've always
admired!" He named the tune and implored the man to sing it with
him. R* Shach asked the children to join in. A few moments later, R
Shach stood up and exclaimed again: “This y is not done justice with
Jjust singing! It needs a npp) (dance),” and together - the 9o-year-old
man and his European guests - danced around a rickety table. They
continued to do so untila huge smile broke out across the poor visitor's
face.

2.13757n — they hold back from having a lot.

R' Shach was only seven years old when he left home to go to

Chofetz ChaimiMoment . o

More than Mustard

nv. In those days, being “away from home" meant years at a time. R
Shach would recount how, upon reaching myn 12, he simply put on yon
without making any announcements.

After R* Shach spent a number of years in Slabodka, World War
| broke out. R* Shach, along with hundreds of thousands of Jews,
became a destitute refugee on the run. In R Shach's flight from one
town to the next, his first destination was the nearest shul. He would
look for the x1m he was studying and continued to learn as if there was
no war. Devoid of food and clothing, he sustained himself on the food
the residents offered him. In his yom shmuessen, years later, he would
describe how he had slept on shul benches for months, and washed
himself with well water - whenever it was available. It is told that for
two years, R Shach hid in an attic with only a ax xvpy 1 190 and a xym
ninp. He survived, thanks to a woman who brought him food and water
every day.

As a side note: Both the woman and R Shach survived the war.
Many years later, he came to her m9» and accompanied the jw
(casket) in pouring rain, walking all the way to the obiy ma, cemetery,
and participated in the burial.

3.29 70 — their hearts are trembling with fear of /7.

When young R’ Leizer was four years old his yarmulke fell off. He
picked it up a bit too slowly for his mother's expectations, and sure
enough, he soon saw her crying. “Leizer, how could you fail to jump
quickly to get your yarmulke? What will be with your oy nxp?"

His mother's tears made such an impression upon him, that for the
rest of his life, if his yarmulke would slip while he was putting on pon, or
while he was asleep, he would rush to straighten it. Even as a xyon jpt -
well past 90 years of age - his onvn relate, if his yarmulke slipped off
his head in the middle of his sleep, he'd awaken in a sweat, and would
refer on occasion to his mother's words ringing in his ears!

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)
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W1 Questions i week . O
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"George was a popular boy and was unusually talented in art. Every
Sunday he would set up shop. He would sit on the porch of his home and
invite selected friends to watch as he made caricatures of the different
children in the neighborhood. It always began with a story. One person
would relate a silly event that happened with a kid in class that week and
George would try to draw the scene. One story always led to another
and this went on every week.

Is a weekly gathering different than an occasional talk of y17iv5?

Why did n"apn inform omax that navn had borne children to
2imy after the nppy?

What equality is there between the family of oiyax and the
family of his brother 7iny?

(LuLt ¥ LN 02'22) 'SOAIM AIBPUODSS 8] WO} I pue (tulL pue «&dt JO) SoAIm
ulew ayj Wo.j wed g ‘Way} JO yoes woij pabiows jey seniwe) 2t oy jo -
(Lu @ LN 22'20) UJog Usaq pey ‘asnods
Strdu Rud Jeyy wiy p1oy udtl ‘alojolay] [UULN JO Nac &L Jo Jajybnep
e 0] Jo «ud pausew aAey pinoys |, ‘patepuod Ntlea RALL oy} Joly T

"Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.
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e There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts regarding mn 2wn (pvix npn — repeating mivy niny) by
saying 90 times: 7ona o»n Y251 DYIN TN MID 1YN YYInD 21 NN DI MK

Halacha
Corner :

INNIT 1Y NiDN
Uan TIini NN 2'Wn

The 19ip pnp adds that nynpay one should say the above phrase 100 times.




TIMES ARE DIFFICULT,
POVERTY IS SO RAMPANT! [ JUST
HOPE THAT THIS IS A ONE TIME
OCCURRENCE...

HMM! SHALOM THE
BAKER! HE'S THE ONLY ONE
WHO ARISES BEFORE ME AND
USES SO MANY ’EGGS EVERY
DAY!

WHAT A STRANGE
THING TO DO/ I DON'T KNOW
WHY THE RAV TOLD ME TO DO THIS,
BUT REGARDLESS THIS IS WHAT T
WILL DO, AND I SHALL SEE WHAT
HAPPENS...

EARLY ONE MORNING WHEN MENDEL THE GROCER CAME TO
HIS MAKOLET (GROCERY STORE)D. HE NOTICED THAT ABOUT
30 EGGS WERE MISSING FROM HIS DELIVERY!

BUT DURING THE FOLLOWING WEEK, EVERY DAY THE
TOP ROW OF EGGS WERE BROKEN OR MISSING! AND
THE NEXT WEEK AFTER AS WELL!

Ol VAl SOMEONE 15
REPEATEDLY STEALING MY
EGGS!

RAV SHMUEL! EVERY
DAY ABOUT THIRTY EGES &0
MISSING FROM MY CART AND

I THINK T KNOW WHO 1S
STEALING THEM/!

Ol VAI/ PLEASE DON'T
SUSPECT ANYONE.. YET/ 1
HAVE AN IDEA! LISTEN CAREFULLY!
BEFORE YOU LEAVE TONIGHT, 80IL
THIRTY EGES, PUT THEM ON
TOP OF YOUR EMPTY ECG
CRATES.

THE NEXT MORNING, MENDEL WAS ASTOUNDED TO FIND A
DEAD SNAKE ON HIS CART! A SNAKE HAD BEEN EATING THE
EGES EVERY NIGHT! THAT NIGHT WHEN THE SNAKE ATTEMPTED
TO EAT THE BOILED EGGS, IT CHOKED ON THEM!

BORLICH HASHEM/

THE CHOCHMAH OF THE
B0ODOL B'TORAH... AM | GLAD
| SPOKE TO THE RAV! OIf HOW

WRONG IT IS TO JUMP TO
CONCLUSIONS!!

ILLUSTRATED BY: YISHAYA SUVAL 718 39S 9794
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