
 פרשת וירא    -  הפטרה: ואשה אחת מנשי בני הנביאים … )מלכים ב ד:א-לז(  -  דף יומי: פסחים קכ״א 
מצות עשה: 0  מצות לא תעשה: 0    משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם

Pirchei 
Agudas Yisroel of America

October 19, 2013  - Vol: 1  Issue: 3 - ט"ו מרחשון, תשע"דבס״ד

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: מעין בית השואבה (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 R′ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach ַזַצ״ל, was born in 
Lithuania and learned in Ponevezh יָבה  at age 7. At ְיׁשִ
13, he moved to Slabodka יָבה ְלִמיד and became a ,ְיׁשִ  ּתַ

 and ְסִמיָכה of R′ Isser Zalman Meltzer. R′ Isser Zalman gave him ֻמְבָהק
also proposed that R’ Shach marry his niece, Gittel Golomovsky. They 
married in 1923 and R′ Shach would often say, “All my ּתֹוָרה is in her 
יָבה From 1927-1939 he served as ”.ְזכּות  in Kletsk and Karlin. During ר۬אׁש ְיׁשִ
WWII, R’ Shach moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to ָרֵאל ִיׂשְ  and ֶאֶרץ 
was ַר״מ in ים יָבה until 1952. Then he became ֵעץ ַחּיִ  of Ponovezh. The ר۬אׁש ְיׁשִ
 the truth is beloved to him!” and stood up — ָהֱאֶמת ָאהּוב ֵאְצלֹו“ ,said ַחזֹון ִאיׁש
for him. The Steipler insisted R′ Shach must approve every public letter 
and be the first to sign each one. He authored the ַאִבי ֶעְזִרי.

ט״ז חשון
5654 approx - 5762
1894 approx - 2001

 ...I request of all the ְלִמיִדים  who know that ּתַ
they benefited from me, be it from ּתֹוָרה, 
or in ִיְרַאת ד׳, or in ִמּדֹות, that they be kind 
towards me and learn for the elevation 
of my ָמה ָנה even just one – ְנׁשָ מּו or ,ִמׁשְ
 thought. This will have made it all ָסר
worthwhile, for I, too, dedicated myself 
completely for the sake of your success 
in learning, and if I will be able to act and to 
advocate on your behalf, I will do so, ִלי ֵנֶדר .ּבְ
From the ָאה זצוק״ל of R’ Shach ַצּוָ

Gedolim Glimpses

ה…   ר ָאַהְבּתָ ֶאת ִיְצָחק ְוֶלְך ְלָך ֶאל ַהר ַהּמִֹרּיָ ְנָך ֶאת ְיִחיְדָך ֲאׁשֶ … ַקח ָנא ֶאת ּבִ

… Please take your son, your only one, whom you love — Yitzchok — and 
travel to the land of Moriah …  (Bereishis 22:2)

״י סּוק please — in the above — ָנא explains the word ַרׁשִ  based on an ּפָ
interesting ָמָרא ֶכת ַסְנֶהְדִרין in ּגְ ַמּסֶ :(.פט)

,ַאְבָרָהם appealed to ד׳ יֹאְמרּו“ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ יֹון  ּסָ ַהּנִ ֶזה  ּבְ ִלי  ֲעמֹוד  ָך  ִמּמְ ה  ׁשָ ַבּקָ ּבְ

ׁש  .Please try and overcome this test for My sake — ָהִראׁשֹונֹות לֹא ָהָיה ָבֶהם ַמּמָ
I do not want others saying [because you failed this test] that the 
other [nine] tests are of no real and substantial meaning!” [The ָנה ִמׁשְ

[.ִנְסיֹונֹות underwent ten ַאְבָרָהם teaches us that (ָאבֹות ה:ג)

Rav Shimon Schwab, ַזַצ״ל, asks a simple and very fundamental 
question. How is it possible that failing this one test, the most difficult of all 
previous tests, would cast such a negative light on all of ַאְבָרָהם’s previous 
successes? Every successful test should stand on its own merit and be 
rewarded accordingly. If ַאְבָרָהם would have failed this test and reacted by 
davening to ד׳ to save his beloved son ִיְצָחק, how could such a ה ִפֶלּ  have ְתּ
such a disastrous effect on all the nine previous tests? ַאְבָרָהם had passed 
these previous difficult tests with flying colors. Why would his wavering on 
this, the most awesome of all his tests, make it be considered that all the 
previous tests had no substantial value?    

Rav Schwab explains the ָמָרא :as follows ּגְ

It is true that each of the tests which ַאְבָרָהם successfully overcame, lifted 
him higher and higher in his own personal and spiritual growth. Every one 
of the tests repeatedly showed ַאְבָרָהם’s firm loyalty and unbridled love to 
serve ַאְבָרָהם .ד׳ would have been recognized, for all generations, as a true 
 for mastering his previous tests. However, there was one fundamental ַצִדיק
trait that still needed to be brought out by way of a test — ַאְבָרָהם’s ability 
to transmit his firm loyalty, unbridled love and ְמִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש to perform the will 
of ד׳ to the next generation. If ַאְבָרָהם would have failed to demonstrate his 
capability to transmit his closeness, love and firm loyalty to ד׳, which were 
brought to life by passing the previous nine tests, to the next generation 
 would only have been considered as ִנְסיֹונֹות then all the previous ,(ִיְצָחק)
one-time personal growth, but would have lacked everlasting value. The 
meaning of ׁש ּלֹא יֹאְמרּו ָהִראׁשֹונֹות לֹא ָהָיה ָבֶהם ַמּמָ ַלל is in reference to the future ,ׁשֶ  ּכְ
ָרֵאל .ִיׂשְ  in the next ד׳ showed that he had instilled his closeness to ַאְבָרָהם
generation. 

 We can now understand why at this final test, the סּוק  stresses the ּפָ
word ו ״י .together — ַיְחּדָ  were both equally ִיְצָחק and ַאְבָרָהם points out that ַרׁשִ
committed and excited to perform the will of ד׳, even though it meant 
the ultimate ְמִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש for ִיְצָחק. This final test successfully brought out that 
 had ,ד׳ to perform the will of ְמִסיַרת ֶנֶפׁש s firm loyalty, unbridled love and’ַאְבָרָהם
successfully been transmitted to his son ִיְצָחק and would be transmitted to 
all future generations.
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Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDaveningללללל לללללללללל

Dear Talmid,

R' Yitzchak Zev (Reb 
Velvel) Soloveitchik ַזַצ״ל, 

the Brisker Rav, was very close 
with R' Schach ַזַצ״ל and the Rav 
enjoyed learning together with 
him. The Brisker Rav would show 
R' Shach his writings and would 
probe R' Shach’s every subtle 
reaction as he read them.

The Rav chided his other ְלִמיִדים  ,ּתַ
comparing their reactions to his 
ים  with that of R' Shach. He ִחּדּוׁשִ
once related a ִחּדּוׁש on ת רּות  but ,ְמִגּלַ
the ְלִמיִדים  did not respond the way ּתַ
he expected. The Brisker Rav said 
to his ְלִמיִדים  Wait till I tell this to“ ,ּתַ
Reb Leizer. He will understand its 
depth and react with enthusiasm!”

In the Brisker Rav’s ָמה  on ַהְסּכָ
ֶעְזִרי  ,R' Shach’s magnum opus ,ַאִבי 
he writes, “Who am I to give an 
approbation on R' Shach? He is 
one of the דֹוִלים  of our time and ּגְ
certainly does not need my ָמה ”!ַהְסּכָ

Once the Brisker Rav was saying 
a עּור ָיה He posed a difficult .ׁשִ  קּוׁשִ
and attempted to find a solution. 
R' Shach walked into the room. 
The Rav’s eyes immediately lit 
up, and then, with excitement, he 
delivered a brilliant answer.

During the Gulf War, some ְלִמיִדים  approached R’ Shach and ּתַ

asked if they needed to wear gas masks. R’ Shach said 

that it would be the right thing to do. Later, they met R’ 

Chaim Kanievski who said that it was not needed. When they told 

R’ Chaim that his opinion contradicts R’ Shach’s, Reb Chaim smiled.  

ְך װֵײס ִניׁשט“  I know something that R’ Shach does — ִאיְך װֵײס ֶעּפֶעס װָאס ר׳ ׁשַ

not know. ְך  I know that we have the — ִאיְך װֵײס ִמיר הָאּבן ִדי ְזכּות פּון ר׳ לֵײזֶער ׁשַ

’!of R’ Leizer Shach ְזכּות
Source:  The Jewish Observer  

שבת ָון 15th - יום  ֶחׁשְ 5715 / 1954  – Yahrtzeit of 
the ִאיׁש ַקֶרִליץ - ֲחזֹון  ְעָיהּו  ְיׁשַ ַאְבָרָהם   He moved  .ר׳ 
to ָרֵאל ִיׂשְ ַרק in 1933, settling in ֶאֶרץ  ּבְ ֵני   and was ּבְ
the leading authority in ַהָלָכה, especially ֲהָלכֹות

ָרֵאל ֶאֶרץ ִיׂשְ לּויֹות ּבְ   .ּתְ

ָון 17th - יום א' ֶחׁשְ 1656 / 2106 B.C.E. – The rains of 
the ַמּבּול began to fall (according to the opinion 
of ר׳ ֱאִליֶעֶזר).

ב' ָון 18th - יום  ֶחׁשְ 5731 / 1970 – Yahrtzeit of 
רּוְך ּבָ ְרָפֵאל   author of ,ַזַצ״ל ,Toledano of Morocco ר׳ 
Sephardic ְלָחן ָערּוְך .ִקיצּור ׂשֻ

ָון 19th - יום ג' ֶחׁשְ 5767 / 1906 – After more than 30 
years of ל ֲהָלָכה עּוְמָקה ׁשֶ ּבְ  toil to understand ,ַעֵמלּות 
the depth of the ֲהָלָכה, the ים  completed his ָחֵפץ ַחּיִ
classic רּוָרה ָנה ּבְ .ִמׁשְ

ָון  20th - יום ד' ֶחׁשְ 5621 / 1860 – Birth of the 5th 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the ״ּב  R' Sholom Dov ,ַרׁשַ
Ber Schneerson.

ה' ָון 21th - יום   'Yahrtzeit of R – 1573 / 5334 ֶחׁשְ
David ibn Abi Zimra, ַזַצ״ל. Arriving in ְצַפת as a child 
after the Spanish expulsion, he immigrated to 
Egypt. Among his ְלִמיִדים  Luria, (the ר׳ ִיְצָחק were ּתַ
ַצְלֵאל and (ַאִריַז״ל ֶצת Azhkenazi, the ר׳ ּבְ יָטה ְמקּוּבֶ .ׁשִ

This Week in History

When R' Shach left, the חּוִרים  ּבָ
asked their Rebbe why he didn’t 
tell them the answer before R' 
Shach came in. The Brisker Rav 
responded that the רּוץ  was ּתֵ
Reb Leizer’s. They looked on in 
astonishment, as he said, “I want 
you to know that the ָיה  is Reb קּוׁשִ
Leizer’s, the רּוץ  ;is Reb Leizer’s ּתֵ
it is all Reb Leizer’s! When I learn 
through a סּוְגָיה, there are times that 
I think that I have no solution to a 
difficult question. But then I think 
how much enjoyment Reb Leizer 
will have when I am able to offer 
ט ׁשַ  ,So I work harder and harder .ּפְ
until I solve the problem. It’s all Reb 
Leizer’s.”        

My ְלִמיד  your enthusiasm with ,ּתַ
the Rebbe’s עּור  will help make ׁשִ
it even more geshmake. If you 
are excited and ask questions, 
then when your י  prepares his ֶרּבִ
עּור  he will try to imagine your ,ׁשִ
possible probing questions, and 
will develop his עּור      .accordingly ׁשִ
Together, a י ְלִמיד builds his ֶרּבִ  and ּתַ
a ְלִמיד י builds his ּתַ    !ֶרּבִ

ְיִדידּות י Your ,ּבְ ֶרּבִ

Story adapted from The Jewish Observer

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

לֹום…   ם ְלָך ׁשָ .ְוָיׂשֵ
…and place upon you peace.

Peace is not simply the absence of 
war. It is a harmony between two 
different forces. This refers to both 
inner peace and peace between 
people. In regards to inner peace, one 
can have wealth and health, but if there 
is no peace between the ּגּוף and the 
ָמה   ְספֹוְרנֹו then it is all worthless. The ,ְנׁשָ
ר כ״ה י״ב) ִמְדּבָ ָרָכה says that the (ּבַ  of peace ּבְ
given to ְנָחס ָרָכה was the ּפִ  .of inner peace ּבְ
The ְספֹוְרנֹו continues that inner peace 
is the reason why ְנָחס  lived so long ּפִ
(or, according to the opinion he is ֵאִלָיהּו, 
he lived forever). When a person lives 
without inner conflicts, he naturally lives 
longer. לֹום א ַהׁשָ ָרָכה ֶאּלָ ִלי ַמֲחִזיק ּבְ  — לֹא ָמָצא ד׳ ּכְ
ָרָכה found no vessel that holds ד׳  except ּבְ
for peace, for it contains the ָרָכה !of life ּבְ
 



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל א׳ סעיף ג׳
*George was a popular boy and was unusually talented in art. Every 
Sunday he would set up shop. He would sit on the porch of his home and 
invite selected friends to watch as he made caricatures of the different 
children in the neighborhood. It always began with a story. One person 
would relate a silly event that happened with a kid in class that week and 
George would try to draw the scene. One story always led to another 
and this went on every week. 

Is a weekly gathering different than an occasional talk of ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Why did הקב״ה inform ַאְבָרָהם that ה  had borne children to ִמְלּכָ
?ֲעֵקיָדה after the ָנחֹור

2. What equality is there between the family of ַאְבָרָהם and the 
family of his brother ָנחֹור?

Answers

1.  After the ַאְבָרָהם,ֲעֵקיָדה pondered, “I should have married ִיְצָחק off to a 
daughter of ְּכֹול ,ָעֵנר  s’ִרְבָקה, ִיְצָחק told him that הקב״ה ,Therefore ”.ַמְמֵרא or ֶאׁש
spouse, had been born .(02,22 …ד״ה ַגם ִהוא(

2. Of the 12 families that emerged from each of them, 8 came from the main 
wives (of ֲַעק۬ב )ד״ה ַגם ִהוא and 4 from the secondary wives. (22,20 (ָנחֹור and ּי

More than MustardLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer  (with kind permission)

of 
the

 • There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts regarding יב ָהרּוַח ִ ַנז) ַמׁשּ ּכְ ֵרה repeating — נּוָסח ַאׁשְ מֹוֶנה ֶעׂשְ  by (ׁשְ
saying 90 times: ֶחֶסד ים ּבְ ל ַחּיִ ם ְמַכְלּכֵ ׁשֶ יב ָהרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהּגֶ ִ יַע ַמׁשּ ה ַרב ְלהֹוׁשִ ִתים ַאּתָ ה ּמֵ .ְמַחּיֶ

 • The ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר adds that ִחָלה .one should say the above phrase 100 times ְלַכּתְ

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהּגֶ יב ָהרוַּח וּמוֹו ִ ַמׁשּ

Answer: Those people who are in the habit of sitting and speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע are referred to by our 
Sages as ֲַעֵלי ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע ָסּוק and they will be severely punished, as the ּב ִים (יב:ד) in ּפ ְִהּל ְִפֵתי :states ּת ָל ׂש  ַיְכֵרת ד׳ ּכ
ְד۬לֹות ֶֶרת ּג  .cut off all lips of smooth talk, the tongue which speaks boastfully ד׳ May — ֲחָלקֹות ָלׁשֹון ְמַדּב

Avrohom then ran to the cattle … (B’reishis 18:7) ָקר ָרץ ַאְבָרָהם         …ְוֶאל ַהּבָ
 The ָמָרא ָבא ְמִציָעא פ״ו:) ּגְ  ,served his three guests ַאְבָרָהם teaches us that  (ּבָ

three tongues in ל .mustard - one for each guest ,ַחְרּדָ
The Vilna Gaon was once sitting and teaching a group of his ְלִמיִדים   .ּתַ

He turned to them and said, “There are 3 important characteristics that 
can be found in all ַצִדיִקים:

1. They feel compassion for the poor.
2. They need little to live.
3. Their hearts are in constant fear of ד׳.
These qualities are found in the word ל ַחְרּדָ  as the letters can be ּבְ

rearranged in three different ways:
ַחר ָדל .1 .they choose the poor and love them - ּבָ
.they hold back from having a lot - ָחַדל ָרב .2
.ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of - ָחַרד ֵלב .3

ַחר ָדל .1 :they choose the poor and love them — ּבָ
A European Jew who had acquired unusual wealth and had been an 

exceptionally generous ְצָדָקה ַעל   suffered tremendous losses toward ,ּבַ
the end of his life, and was quite depressed. His children took him to 
see R` Shach for ִחּזּוק. The man mentioned to R` Shach that his family 
were ֲחִסיִדים of a particular group.

“Oy!” cried R` Shach. “That ֲחִסידּות has a beautiful ִנּגּון that I’ve always 
admired!” He named the tune and implored the man to sing it with 
him. R` Shach asked the children to join in. A few moments later, R` 
Shach stood up and exclaimed again: “This ִנּגּון is not done justice with 
just singing! It needs a ְרִקיָדה (dance),” and together – the 90-year-old 
man and his European guests – danced around a rickety table. They 
continued to do so until a huge smile broke out across the poor visitor’s 
face. 

.they hold back from having a lot — ָחַדל ָרב .2
R` Shach was only seven years old when he left home to go to 

יָבה  `In those days, being “away from home” meant years at a time. R .ְיׁשִ
Shach would recount how, upon reaching ר ִמְצָוה ין he simply put on ,ּבַ ִפִלּ  ּתְ
without making any announcements. 

After R` Shach spent a number of years in Slabodka, World War 
I broke out. R` Shach, along with hundreds of thousands of Jews, 
became a destitute refugee on the run. In R` Shach’s flight from one 
town to the next, his first destination was the nearest shul. He would 
look for the ָמָרא  he was studying and continued to learn as if there was ּגְ
no war. Devoid of food and clothing, he sustained himself on the food 
the residents offered him. In his מּוָסר shmuessen, years later, he would 
describe how he had slept on shul benches for months, and washed 
himself with well water – whenever it was available. It is told that for 
two years, R` Shach hid in an attic with only a ֵסֶפר ר׳ ֲעִקיָבא ֵאיֶגר and a ָמָרא  ּגְ
 He survived, thanks to a woman who brought him food and water .ְיָבמֹות
every day.

As a side note: Both the woman and R` Shach survived the war. 
Many years later, he came to her ְלָוָיה, and accompanied the ָארֹון 
(casket) in pouring rain, walking all the way to the עֹוָלם ית   ,cemetery ,ּבֵ
and participated in the burial.

.ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of — ָחַרד ֵלב .3
  When young R` Leizer was four years old his yarmulke fell off. He 

picked it up a bit too slowly for his mother’s expectations, and sure 
enough, he soon saw her crying. “Leizer, how could you fail to jump 
quickly to get your yarmulke? What will be with your ַמִים ”?ִיְרַאת ׁשָ

His mother’s tears made such an impression upon him, that for the 
rest of his life, if his yarmulke would slip while he was putting on ין ִפִלּ  or ,ּתְ
while he was asleep, he would rush to straighten it. Even as a ָזֵקן ֻמְפָלג – 
well past 90 years of age – his ְלִמיִדים  relate, if his yarmulke slipped off ּתַ
his head in the middle of his sleep, he’d awaken in a sweat, and would 
refer on occasion to his mother’s words ringing in his ears!



Rav Shmuel! Every 
day aBOUT thirty eggs go 
missing from my cart AND 

I think I know who is 
stealing them!

oi VAI! PLEASE don’t 
suspect anyone.. yet! I 

have an idea! listen carefully! 
before you leave tonight, boil 

thirty eggs, put them on 
top of your empty egg 

crates.

Early one morning when Mendel the grocer came to 
his makolet (grocery store). he noticed that about 

30 eggs were missing from his delivery!

But during the following week, every day the 
top row of eggs were broken or missing! And 

the next week after as well!

The next morning, Mendel was astounded to find a 
dead snake on his cart! A snake had been eating the 

eggs every night! that night when the snake attempted 
to eat the boiled eggs, it choked on them!

Rav Shmuel Salant’s father passed away shortly after his birth in Bialystok, Russia. 
He married Toiba, daughter of Rav Yosef Zundel of Salant. due to a health issue, 
he moved to Yerushalayim in 1841. In 1848, he became an international meshulach  
for his community. 1860 was a time of universal poverty and he established the 
Rabbi Meir Baal Haneis Salant charity. He succeeded Rav Meir Auerbach as chief 
Ashkenazi Rav of Yerushalayim in 1871. In 1888 his eyesight began to fail, and a 
few years later he became blind. This did not stop his extensive communal affairs 
and he  SUBSEQUENTLY founded the Etz Chaim Yeshiva and Bikur Cholim Hospital. he 
encouraged people to move outside of the Old City and the orthodox population 
grew from 5,000 to 30,000. He managed to unify the many groups of ashkenazim 
and sefardim, and was their beloved leader for over 50 years.

times are difficult, 
poverty is so rampant! i just 
hope that this is a one time 

occurrence...

Oi Vai! Someone is 
repeatedly stealing my 

eggs!

Hmm! Shalom the 
baker! He’s the only one 

WHO ARISES before me and 
uses so many eggs every 

day!

What a strange 
thing to do! I don’t know 

why the Rav told me to do this, 
but regardless this is what I 
will do, and I shall see what 

happens...
boruch hashem! 

the chochmah of the 
godol b’torah... am i glad 
i spoke to the rav! Oi! how 

wrong It is to jump to 
conclusions!!
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