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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 R′ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach זַצַ״ל, was born in 
Lithuania and learned in Ponevezh יבָה  at age 7. At יְשִׁ
13, he moved to Slabodka יבָה לְמִיד and became a ,יְשִׁ  תַּ

 and סְמִיכָה of R′ Isser Zalman Meltzer. R′ Isser Zalman gave him מֻבְהָק
also proposed that R’ Shach marry his niece, Gittel Golomovsky. They 
married in 1923 and R′ Shach would often say, “All my תּוֹרָה is in her 
יבָה From 1927-1939 he served as ”.זְכוּת  in Kletsk and Karlin. During רא۬שׁ יְשִׁ
WWII, R’ Shach moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to רָאֵל יִשְׂ  and אֶרֶץ 
was רַ״מ in ים יבָה until 1952. Then he became עֵץ חַיִּ  of Ponovezh. The רא۬שׁ יְשִׁ
 the truth is beloved to him!” and stood up — הָאֱמֶת אָהוּב אֵצְלוֹ“ ,said חַזוֹן אִישׁ
for him. The Steipler insisted R′ Shach must approve every public letter 
and be the first to sign each one. He authored the אַבִי עֶזְרִי.

ט״ז חשון
5654 approx - 5762
1894 approx - 2001

 ...I request of all the לְמִידִים  who know that תַּ
they benefited from me, be it from תּוֹרָה, 
or in יִרְאַת ד׳, or in מִדּוֹת, that they be kind 
towards me and learn for the elevation 
of my מָה נָה even just one – נְשָׁ מוּ or ,מִשְׁ
 thought. This will have made it all סָר
worthwhile, for I, too, dedicated myself 
completely for the sake of your success 
in learning, and if I will be able to act and to 
advocate on your behalf, I will do so, לִי נֵדֶר .בְּ
From the אָה זצוק״ל of R’ Shach צַוָּ

Gedolim Glimpses

ה…   ר אָהַבְתָּ אֶת יִצְחָק וְלֶךְ לְךָ אֶל הַר הַמּרִֹיָּ נְךָ אֶת יְחִידְךָ אֲשֶׁ … קַח נָא אֶת בִּ

… Please take your son, your only one, whom you love — Yitzchok — and 
travel to the land of Moriah …  (Bereishis 22:2)

״י סוּק please — in the above — נָא explains the word רַשִׁ  based on an פָּ
interesting מָרָא כֶת סַנְהֶדְרִין in גְּ מַסֶּ :(.פט)

,אַבְרָהָם appealed to ד׳ יֹאמְרוּ“ לּאֹ  שֶׁ יוֹן  סָּ הַנִּ זֶה  בְּ לִי  עֲמוֹד  ךָ  מִמְּ ה  שָׁ בַקָּ בְּ

שׁ  .Please try and overcome this test for My sake — הָרִאשׁוֹנוֹת לאֹ הָיָה בָהֶם מַמָּ
I do not want others saying [because you failed this test] that the 
other [nine] tests are of no real and substantial meaning!” [The נָה מִשְׁ

[.נִסְיוֹנוֹת underwent ten אַבְרָהָם teaches us that (אָבוֹת ה:ג)

Rav Shimon Schwab, זַצַ״ל, asks a simple and very fundamental 
question. How is it possible that failing this one test, the most difficult of all 
previous tests, would cast such a negative light on all of אַבְרָהָם’s previous 
successes? Every successful test should stand on its own merit and be 
rewarded accordingly. If אַבְרָהָם would have failed this test and reacted by 
davening to ד׳ to save his beloved son יִצְחָק, how could such a ה פִלֶּ  have תְּ
such a disastrous effect on all the nine previous tests? אַבְרָהָם had passed 
these previous difficult tests with flying colors. Why would his wavering on 
this, the most awesome of all his tests, make it be considered that all the 
previous tests had no substantial value?    

Rav Schwab explains the מָרָא :as follows גְּ

It is true that each of the tests which אַבְרָהָם successfully overcame, lifted 
him higher and higher in his own personal and spiritual growth. Every one 
of the tests repeatedly showed אַבְרָהָם’s firm loyalty and unbridled love to 
serve אַבְרָהָם .ד׳ would have been recognized, for all generations, as a true 
 for mastering his previous tests. However, there was one fundamental צַדִיק
trait that still needed to be brought out by way of a test — אַבְרָהָם’s ability 
to transmit his firm loyalty, unbridled love and ׁמְסִירַת נֶפֶש to perform the will 
of ד׳ to the next generation. If אַבְרָהָם would have failed to demonstrate his 
capability to transmit his closeness, love and firm loyalty to ד׳, which were 
brought to life by passing the previous nine tests, to the next generation 
 would only have been considered as נִסְיוֹנוֹת then all the previous ,(יִצְחָק)
one-time personal growth, but would have lacked everlasting value. The 
meaning of ׁש לּאֹ יאֹמְרוּ הָרִאשׁוֹנוֹת לאֹ הָיָה בָהֶם מַמָּ לַל is in reference to the future ,שֶׁ  כְּ
רָאֵל .יִשְׂ  in the next ד׳ showed that he had instilled his closeness to אַבְרָהָם
generation. 

 We can now understand why at this final test, the סוּק  stresses the פָּ
word ו ״י .together — יַחְדָּ  were both equally יִצְחָק and אַבְרָהָם points out that רַשִׁ
committed and excited to perform the will of ד׳, even though it meant 
the ultimate ׁמְסִירַת נֶפֶש for יִצְחָק. This final test successfully brought out that 
 had ,ד׳ to perform the will of מְסִירַת נֶפֶשׁ s firm loyalty, unbridled love and’אַבְרָהָם
successfully been transmitted to his son יִצְחָק and would be transmitted to 
all future generations.
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDaveningֹוליֵ ֵאָרְׂשִיל

Dear Talmid,

R' Yitzchak Zev (Reb 
Velvel) Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, 

the Brisker Rav, was very close 
with R' Schach זַצַ״ל and the Rav 
enjoyed learning together with 
him. The Brisker Rav would show 
R' Shach his writings and would 
probe R' Shach’s every subtle 
reaction as he read them.

The Rav chided his other לְמִידִים  ,תַּ
comparing their reactions to his 
ים  with that of R' Shach. He חִדּוּשִׁ
once related a ׁחִדּוּש on ת רוּת  but ,מְגִלַּ
the לְמִידִים  did not respond the way תַּ
he expected. The Brisker Rav said 
to his לְמִידִים  Wait till I tell this to“ ,תַּ
Reb Leizer. He will understand its 
depth and react with enthusiasm!”

In the Brisker Rav’s מָה  on הַסְכָּ
עֶזְרִי  ,R' Shach’s magnum opus ,אַבִי 
he writes, “Who am I to give an 
approbation on R' Shach? He is 
one of the דוֹלִים  of our time and גְּ
certainly does not need my מָה ”!הַסְכָּ

Once the Brisker Rav was saying 
a עוּר יָה He posed a difficult .שִׁ  קוּשִׁ
and attempted to find a solution. 
R' Shach walked into the room. 
The Rav’s eyes immediately lit 
up, and then, with excitement, he 
delivered a brilliant answer.

During the Gulf War, some לְמִידִים  approached R’ Shach and תַּ

asked if they needed to wear gas masks. R’ Shach said 

that it would be the right thing to do. Later, they met R’ 

Chaim Kanievski who said that it was not needed. When they told 

R’ Chaim that his opinion contradicts R’ Shach’s, Reb Chaim smiled.  

ךְ װײֵס נִישׁט“  I know something that R’ Shach does — אִיךְ װײֵס עֶפּעֶס װאָס ר׳ שַׁ

not know. ְך  I know that we have the — אִיךְ װײֵס מִיר האָבּן דִי זְכוּת פוּן ר׳ לײֵזעֶר שַׁ

’!of R’ Leizer Shach זְכוּת
Source:  The Jewish Observer  

שבת וָן 15th - יום  חֶשְׁ 5715 / 1954  – Yahrtzeit of 
the ׁאִיש קַרֶלִיץ - חֲזוֹן  עְיָהוּ  יְשַׁ אַבְרָהָם   He moved  .ר׳ 
to רָאֵל יִשְׂ רַק in 1933, settling in אֶרֶץ  בְּ נֵי   and was בְּ
the leading authority in הַלָכָה, especially הֲלָכוֹת

רָאֵל אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ לוּיוֹת בְּ   .תְּ

וָן 17th - יום א' חֶשְׁ 1656 / 2106 B.C.E. – The rains of 
the מַבּוּל began to fall (according to the opinion 
of ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר).

ב' וָן 18th - יום  חֶשְׁ 5731 / 1970 – Yahrtzeit of 
רוּךְ בָּ רְפָאֵל   author of ,זַצַ״ל ,Toledano of Morocco ר׳ 
Sephardic ְלְחָן עָרוּך .קִיצוּר שֻׂ

וָן 19th - יום ג' חֶשְׁ 5767 / 1906 – After more than 30 
years of ל הֲלָכָה עוּמְקָה שֶׁ בְּ  toil to understand ,עַמֵלוּת 
the depth of the הֲלָכָה, the ים  completed his חָפֵץ חַיִּ
classic רוּרָה נָה בְּ .מִשְׁ

וָן  20th - יום ד' חֶשְׁ 5621 / 1860 – Birth of the 5th 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the ּ״ב  R' Sholom Dov ,רַשַׁ
Ber Schneerson.

ה' וָן 21th - יום   'Yahrtzeit of R – 1573 / 5334 חֶשְׁ
David ibn Abi Zimra, זַצַ״ל. Arriving in צְפַת as a child 
after the Spanish expulsion, he immigrated to 
Egypt. Among his לְמִידִים  Luria, (the ר׳ יִצְחָק were תַּ
צַלְאֵל and (אַרִיזַ״ל צֶת Azhkenazi, the ר׳ בְּ יטָה מְקוּבֶּ .שִׁ

This Week in History

When R' Shach left, the חוּרִים  בָּ
asked their Rebbe why he didn’t 
tell them the answer before R' 
Shach came in. The Brisker Rav 
responded that the רוּץ  was תֵּ
Reb Leizer’s. They looked on in 
astonishment, as he said, “I want 
you to know that the יָה  is Reb קוּשִׁ
Leizer’s, the רוּץ  ;is Reb Leizer’s תֵּ
it is all Reb Leizer’s! When I learn 
through a סוּגְיָה, there are times that 
I think that I have no solution to a 
difficult question. But then I think 
how much enjoyment Reb Leizer 
will have when I am able to offer 
ט שַׁ  ,So I work harder and harder .פְּ
until I solve the problem. It’s all Reb 
Leizer’s.”        

My לְמִיד  your enthusiasm with ,תַּ
the Rebbe’s עוּר  will help make שִׁ
it even more geshmake. If you 
are excited and ask questions, 
then when your י  prepares his רֶבִּ
עוּר  he will try to imagine your ,שִׁ
possible probing questions, and 
will develop his עוּר      .accordingly שִׁ
Together, a י לְמִיד builds his רֶבִּ  and תַּ
a לְמִיד י builds his תַּ    !רֶבִּ

יְדִידוּת י Your ,בְּ רֶבִּ

Story adapted from The Jewish Observer

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

לוֹם…   ם לְךָ שָׁ .וְיָשֵׂ
…and place upon you peace.

Peace is not simply the absence of 
war. It is a harmony between two 
different forces. This refers to both 
inner peace and peace between 
people. In regards to inner peace, one 
can have wealth and health, but if there 
is no peace between the גּוּף and the 
מָה   סְפוֹרְנוֹ then it is all worthless. The ,נְשָׁ
ר כ״ה י״ב) מִדְבָּ רָכָה says that the (בַּ  of peace בְּ
given to נְחָס רָכָה was the פִּ  .of inner peace בְּ
The ֹסְפוֹרְנו continues that inner peace 
is the reason why נְחָס  lived so long פִּ
(or, according to the opinion he is ּאֵלִיָהו, 
he lived forever). When a person lives 
without inner conflicts, he naturally lives 
longer. לוֹם א הַשָׁ רָכָה אֶלָּ לִי מַחֲזִיק בְּ  — לאֹ מָצָא ד׳ כְּ
רָכָה found no vessel that holds ד׳  except בְּ
for peace, for it contains the רָכָה !of life בְּ
 



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל א׳ סעיף ג׳
*George was a popular boy and was unusually talented in art. Every 
Sunday he would set up shop. He would sit on the porch of his home and 
invite selected friends to watch as he made caricatures of the different 
children in the neighborhood. It always began with a story. One person 
would relate a silly event that happened with a kid in class that week and 
George would try to draw the scene. One story always led to another 
and this went on every week. 

Is a weekly gathering different than an occasional talk of לָשׁוֹן הָרַע? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	 Why did הקב״ה inform אַבְרָהָם that ה  had borne children to מִלְכָּ
?עֲקֵידָה after the נָחוֹר

2.	 What equality is there between the family of אַבְרָהָם and the 
family of his brother נָחוֹר?

Answers

1.	 After the אַבְרָהָם,עֲקֵידָה pondered, “I should have married יִצְחָק off to a 
daughter of ְכּוֹל ,עָנֵר  s’רִבְקָה, יִצְחָק told him that הקב״ה ,Therefore ”.מַמְרֵא or אֶשׁ
spouse, had been born .)02,22 …ד״ה גַם הִוא(

2.	Of the 12 families that emerged from each of them, 8 came from the main 
wives (of ַ۬עֲקב (ד״ה גַם הִוא 22,20) .and 4 from the secondary wives (נָחוֹר and יּ

More than MustardLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer  (with kind permission)

of 
the

•• There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts regarding ַיב הָרוּח ִ נַז) מַשּׁ כְּ רֵה repeating — נוּסָח אַשְׁ מוֹנֶה עֶשְׂ  by (שְׁ
saying 90 times: חֶסֶד ים בְּ ל חַיִּ ם מְכַלְכֵּ שֶׁ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִיד הַגֶּ ִ יעַ מַשּׁ ה רַב לְהוֹשִׁ תִים אַתָּ ה מֵּ .מְחַיֶּ

•• The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר adds that חִלָה .one should say the above phrase 100 times לְכַתְּ

Halacha 
Corner

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיוֹ�  הִלְכוֹ�
ם שֶׁ רִיד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּ�חַ וּ�מ�וֹ ִ מַשּׁ

Answer: Those people who are in the habit of sitting and speaking לָשׁוֹן הָרַע are referred to by our 
Sages as ַעֲלֵי לָשׁוֹן הָרַע ָסוּק and they will be severely punished, as the בּ ִים )יב:ד( in פּ ְהִלּ ִפְתֵי :states תּ ָל שׂ  יַכְרֵת ד׳ כּ
ְד۬לוֹת ֶרֶת גּ  .cut off all lips of smooth talk, the tongue which speaks boastfully ד׳ May — חֲלָקוֹת לָשׁוֹן מְדַבּ

Avrohom then ran to the cattle … (B’reishis 18:7) קָר רָץ אַבְרָהָם         …וְאֶל הַבָּ
 The מָרָא בָא מְצִיעָא פ״ו:( גְּ  ,served his three guests אַבְרָהָם teaches us that  )בָּ

three tongues in ל .mustard - one for each guest ,חַרְדָּ
The Vilna Gaon was once sitting and teaching a group of his לְמִידִים   .תַּ

He turned to them and said, “There are 3 important characteristics that 
can be found in all צַדִיקִים:

1. They feel compassion for the poor.
2. They need little to live.
3. Their hearts are in constant fear of ד׳.
These qualities are found in the word ל חַרְדָּ  as the letters can be בְּ

rearranged in three different ways:
חַר דָל .1 .they choose the poor and love them - בָּ
.they hold back from having a lot - חָדַל רָב .2
.ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of - חָרַד לֵב .3

חַר דָל .1 :they choose the poor and love them — בָּ
A European Jew who had acquired unusual wealth and had been an 

exceptionally generous צְדָקָה עַל   suffered tremendous losses toward ,בַּ
the end of his life, and was quite depressed. His children took him to 
see R` Shach for חִזּוּק. The man mentioned to R` Shach that his family 
were חֲסִידִים of a particular group.

“Oy!” cried R` Shach. “That חֲסִידוּת has a beautiful נִגּוּן that I’ve always 
admired!” He named the tune and implored the man to sing it with 
him. R` Shach asked the children to join in. A few moments later, R` 
Shach stood up and exclaimed again: “This נִגּוּן is not done justice with 
just singing! It needs a רְקִידָה (dance),” and together – the 90-year-old 
man and his European guests – danced around a rickety table. They 
continued to do so until a huge smile broke out across the poor visitor’s 
face. 

.they hold back from having a lot — חָדַל רָב .2
R` Shach was only seven years old when he left home to go to 

יבָה  `In those days, being “away from home” meant years at a time. R .יְשִׁ
Shach would recount how, upon reaching ר מִצְוָה ין he simply put on ,בַּ פִלִּ  תְּ
without making any announcements. 

After R` Shach spent a number of years in Slabodka, World War 
I broke out. R` Shach, along with hundreds of thousands of Jews, 
became a destitute refugee on the run. In R` Shach’s flight from one 
town to the next, his first destination was the nearest shul. He would 
look for the מָרָא  he was studying and continued to learn as if there was גְּ
no war. Devoid of food and clothing, he sustained himself on the food 
the residents offered him. In his מוּסָר shmuessen, years later, he would 
describe how he had slept on shul benches for months, and washed 
himself with well water – whenever it was available. It is told that for 
two years, R` Shach hid in an attic with only a סֵפֶר ר׳ עֲקִיבָא אֵיגֶר and a מָרָא  גְּ
 He survived, thanks to a woman who brought him food and water .יְבָמוֹת
every day.

As a side note: Both the woman and R` Shach survived the war. 
Many years later, he came to her לְוָיָה, and accompanied the אָרוֹן 
(casket) in pouring rain, walking all the way to the עוֹלָם ית   ,cemetery ,בֵּ
and participated in the burial.

.ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of — חָרַד לֵב .3
  When young R` Leizer was four years old his yarmulke fell off. He 

picked it up a bit too slowly for his mother’s expectations, and sure 
enough, he soon saw her crying. “Leizer, how could you fail to jump 
quickly to get your yarmulke? What will be with your מַיִם ”?יִרְאַת שָׁ

His mother’s tears made such an impression upon him, that for the 
rest of his life, if his yarmulke would slip while he was putting on ין פִלִּ  or ,תְּ
while he was asleep, he would rush to straighten it. Even as a זָקֵן מֻפְלָג – 
well past 90 years of age – his לְמִידִים  relate, if his yarmulke slipped off תַּ
his head in the middle of his sleep, he’d awaken in a sweat, and would 
refer on occasion to his mother’s words ringing in his ears!



Rav Shmuel! Every 
day aBOUT thirty eggs go 
missing from my cart AND 

I think I know who is 
stealing them!

oi VAI! PLEASE don’t 
suspect anyone.. yet! I 

have an idea! listen carefully! 
before you leave tonight, boil 

thirty eggs, put them on 
top of your empty egg 

crates.

Early one morning when Mendel the grocer came to 
his makolet (grocery store). he noticed that about 

30 eggs were missing from his delivery!

But during the following week, every day the 
top row of eggs were broken or missing! And 

the next week after as well!

The next morning, Mendel was astounded to find a 
dead snake on his cart! A snake had been eating the 

eggs every night! that night when the snake attempted 
to eat the boiled eggs, it choked on them!

Rav Shmuel Salant’s father passed away shortly after his birth in Bialystok, Russia. 
He married Toiba, daughter of Rav Yosef Zundel of Salant. due to a health issue, 
he moved to Yerushalayim in 1841. In 1848, he became an international meshulach  
for his community. 1860 was a time of universal poverty and he established the 
Rabbi Meir Baal Haneis Salant charity. He succeeded Rav Meir Auerbach as chief 
Ashkenazi Rav of Yerushalayim in 1871. In 1888 his eyesight began to fail, and a 
few years later he became blind. This did not stop his extensive communal affairs 
and he  SUBSEQUENTLY founded the Etz Chaim Yeshiva and Bikur Cholim Hospital. he 
encouraged people to move outside of the Old City and the orthodox population 
grew from 5,000 to 30,000. He managed to unify the many groups of ashkenazim 
and sefardim, and was their beloved leader for over 50 years.

times are difficult, 
poverty is so rampant! i just 
hope that this is a one time 

occurrence...

Oi Vai! Someone is 
repeatedly stealing my 

eggs!

Hmm! Shalom the 
baker! He’s the only one 

WHO ARISES before me and 
uses so many eggs every 

day!

What a strange 
thing to do! I don’t know 

why the Rav told me to do this, 
but regardless this is what I 
will do, and I shall see what 

happens...
boruch hashem! 

the chochmah of the 
godol b’torah... am i glad 
i spoke to the rav! Oi! how 

wrong It is to jump to 
conclusions!!
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