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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל was born in Sislovitz, Russia. At 
14, he went to the Slobodka ְיִׁשיָבה, where he became 
known as the ְסָלִװיֶצר ִעּלּוי  He married the daughter of .שִֹ

R' Isser Zalman Meltzer, the ְיִׁשיָבה ַחִּיים of ֹראׁש   in Slutsk. At 24, he ֵעץ 
became one of the ָראֵׁשי ְיִׁשיָבה. In 1921, due to the Bolshevik religious 
persecution, ַחִּיים  was forced to move to Kletsk. R' Isser Zalman ֵעץ 
emigrated to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל and R' Aharon ran ֵעץ ַחִּיים for almost 20 years. In 
1939, the Soviet occupation forced R' Aharon to escape, first to Japan, 
then to the USA. R' Aharon assumed a leading role in the ַוַעד ַהָצָלה. In 
1943, he opened ָּגבַּה ִמְדָרׁש   in Lakewood, NJ and with his dynamic ֵּבית 
drive he rebuilt ּתֹוָרה in America. R' Aharon also headed ַעְצָמִאי  ִחּנּו, 
.in America ֲאֻגַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל and ּתֹוָרה ּוְמסֹוָרה

ב׳ כסלו
5652 - 5723
1891 - 1962

…One who does not know about his 
wealth is, for all practical purposes, 
poor. It is therefore vital that 
one learns and thinks about the 
greatness and ְקֻדָּׁשה within him … This 
is the meaning of the ִמְׁשָנה in ָאבֹות  
 in your own ָרָׁשע Do not be a“ :(ב:י״ח)
eyes.” The greatest cause of sin is one’s 
lack of self-worth. Conversely, awareness of 
one’s true value is the greatest  motivation  to elevate 
one’s deeds!

Gedolim Glimpses

כָ۬רה. ו ֶאת ַהּבְ ֶבז ֵעׂשָ ֶדה ְוהּוא ָעֵיף … ַוּיִ ָ ו ִמן ַהׂשּ ב۬א ֵעׂשָ   … ַוּיָ
… And ֵעָׂשו came from the field, and he was exhausted … and ֵעָׂשו 

despised the birthright. (ְּבֵראִׁשית כ״ה-כ״ט, כ״ה-ל״ד)

 says that he was tired because he had just committed a ַרִׁש״י
murder. The ִמְדָרׁש states further that ֵעָׂשו had committed other serious 
sins on that day, including adultery and idolatry. 

R' Aharon Kotler, ַזַצ״ל, asks a basic question: if ֵעָׂשו committed such 
serious sins, all in one day, why does the ּתֹוָרה single out only the fact 
that he rejected the ְּבֹכָרה, birthright? If anything, rejecting the ְּבֹכָרה 
seems like a relatively small sin, when compared to the three cardinal 
sins (murder, adultery and idolatry). In regards to these three sins, 
we are taught that they are ַיֲעב۬ר ְוַעל   one must give up one’s life ,ֶיֱהַרג 
rather than transgress them. Giving up the rights of the ְּבֹכָרה certainly 
is not that level of a sin. Why does the ּתֹוָרה focus on a seemingly 
insignificant sin?  

R’ Aharon explains this by first giving us a clearer understanding to 
the purpose of the ְּבֹכָרה: 

We have a shallow definition of the ְּבֹכָרה if we think that the rights 
of ְּבֹכָרה simply gives its owner extra material rights, e.g. double the 
inheritance. While it is true that ְּבֹכָרה does, indeed, have material 
advantages, the primary purpose of the ְּבֹכָרה rights were spiritual 

responsibilities. What ּכֲ۬הִנים and ְלִוִיים were later in the history of ְּכַלל 
 s time. We are taught that'ֵעָׂשו s and'ַיֲעק۬ב the firstborns were in ,ִיְׂשָרֵאל
the ּכֲ۬הִנים and ְלִוִיים were the main teachers of the ּתֹוָרה to rest of ְּכַלל 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל for ְמסֹוָרה and the primary keepers of the ִיְׂשָרֵאל  as we find ְּכַלל 
their role being defined. As the ָנִביא teaches us in this week’s ,ַהְפָטָרה 
 should ֹכֵהן For the lips of the — ”ִּכי ִׂשְפֵתי ֹכֵהן ִיְׁשְמרּו ַדַעת ְותֹוָרה ְיַבְקׁשּו ִמִּפיהּו
safeguard knowledge, and people should seek ּתֹוָרה from his mouth”   
.(ַמְלָאִכי ב׳ - ז׳)

R’ Aharon then continues: now that we have a better understanding 
of the true value and the responsibilities of the ְּבֹכָרה, we can better 
appreciate why the ּתֹוָרה singled out ֵעָׂשו’s rejection of the ְּבכָֹרה. By 
telling us that ֵעָׂשו spurned the birthright, the ּתֹוָרה is informing us that 
this was the fundamental cause for all of his other sins.

The ּתֹוָרה is giving us an insight into looking at a person’s wrongdoing. 
One can easily overlook resolving the root of the problem by focusing 
on the end result. This is wrong. Here, the ּתֹוָרה bears witness that 
 demonstrated his wrong values and shameless attitude towards ֵעָׂשו
spiritual matters. This was the real issue that was of concern. ֵעָׂשו had 
an improper attitude towards ִמְצֹות and spiritual matters. This was the 
area that needed to be changed, and by just trying to correct ֵעָׂשו's 
major sins, we would not have resolved ֵעָׂשו’s problem.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל א׳ סעיף ו׳

*Mr. Jones sold a very competitive line of products. He encouraged 
his employees to make negative comments about the other local 
stores that sold the same wares. The more caustic the comment, 
the higher the employee rose in his esteem. Mr. Goldberg was 
eventually fired from his job because he refused to speak any 
 about a Jewish competitor. Mr. Goldberg’s loss of income ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע
caused him and his family much hardship.  
Should Mr. Goldberg have acted any differently to save his ַּפְרָנָסה? 

1. מה ַהֶמֶלְׁש davened that any request of a non-Jew in the 
 be accepted, even if he may be unworthy. From ֵּבית ַהִמְקָּדׁש
where did he learn this?

2. What similarity was there between the dish that ַיֲעקב 
served to ִיְצָחק and the ָמן?

Answers: 
 only if worthy ְּבָרכֹות who had complete faith, to get the ,ַיֲעקב wanted ִיְצָחק .1

of them through ִדין.  however, whose faith was lacking, was given an ,ֵעָׂשו
unconditional ְּבָרָכה. (27,28) ד״ה ְוִיֶּתן ְל

2. The dish that ַּיֲעקב served to ִיְצָחק had every flavor that ִיְצָחק wished to taste, 
like the ָמן which took on the taste desired by the eater .(27,33)  ד״ה ָואַֹכל ִמּכֹל

By Your Sword You Shall LiveLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: The Legacy of Maran R’ Aharon Kotler 
(with kind permission from ArtScroll publications)

of 
the

 •  not a direct request for rain; therefore, if one accidentally ,ד׳ is an additional praise of ۬ ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהֶּגֶׁשם
says מֹוִריד ַהָּטל instead of ַמִּׁשיב ָהרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהֶּגֶׁשם, it is an added praise and no correction is needed. 

 •  one must ,ְוֵתן ְּבָרָכה or said ,ּוָמָטר and missed ְוֵתן ַטל is a direct request for rain; therefore, if one said ۬ ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר
correct and say ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו  ִהְלכוֹו
ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהּגֶ יב ָהרוַּח וּמוֹו ִ ַמׁשּ

 If a person, unfortunately, finds himself in a difficult situation where he is working for an employer 
and in an environment where speaking ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע is part of the way to ‘do’ business, then one is 
required to leave the job, even it means that it will jeopardize his future income.

ֲעב۬ד …   ִתְחֶיה ְוֶאת ָאִחי ּתַ ְוַעל ַחְרּבְ

By your sword you shall live, but your brother you shall serve… 
(Bereishis 27:40)

The ַרְמַּב״ן explains that ִיְצָחק’s ְּבָרָכה to ֵעָׂשו did not infer that his 
livelihood will be from the spoils of war, since in the previous 
 from the fat of the earth and dew ַּפְרָנָסה he was blessed to have ָּפסּוק
of the heavens. This ְּבָרָכה was focused on ֵעָׂשו’s lifestyle. ֵעָׂשו was 
always fighting wars, therefore ִיְצָחק saw it appropriate to bless ֵעָׂשו,
 should not fall prey ֵעָׂשו By your sword you shall live, that ,ְוַעל ַחְרְּב ִתְחֶיה
to the sword of his enemies. 

*
World War II had finally come to an end, but tens of thousands of 

refugees languished in Europe. One day, news came to the ַוַעד ַהָצָלה 
office that 24 ָּבחּוִרים  in Italy were in imminent danger of being ְיִׁשיָבה 
deported back to Poland, which was a very dangerous place for Jews 
at the time.

The ַוַעד called an emergency meeting. The group decided that 
the only “organization” capable of bringing these ָּבחּוִרים to safety in 
those war-torn hectic years was the Mafia. A meeting was arranged 
between the ְיִׁשיָבה ַהָצָלה who headed ָראֵׁשי   'R' Aharon Kotler, R — ַוַעד 
Avrohom Yoffen and R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz, together with ַוַעד ַהָצָלה’s 
director R' Shlomo Shapiro — and the Mafia head, “Joe Othello”. They 
decided to bring $20,000, which they anticipated would be necessary 
to convince Othello to help them out. 

The ָראֵׁשי ְיִׁשיָבה were escorted into a heavily guarded building and 
brought into Othello’s office. The “Mafioso” was already sitting there, 
dressed in a suit and smoking a big cigar.

“What do you want?” he snapped.
R' Aharon began explaining the problem in his fiery Yiddish. R' 

Shlomo started translating into English, but Othello stopped him.
“Keep quiet”, he said, “let the Rabbi talk. I like to hear his voice.”
R' Shlomo was taken aback, but he motioned to Rav Aharon to 

continue. So R' Aharon began explaining the plight of the 24 young 
men, and the importance of getting them out of Europe as soon as 
possible.

When R' Aharon finally finished, Othello turned to R' Shlomo. “Now 
you can tell me what he wants. But make it short!”

R' Shlomo hastily summed up R' Aharon’s request in English.
Othello looked hard at his guards, then turned back to R' Shlomo.
“Do you want them to come by boat or plane?”
.what did he say?” R' Aharon asked — װָאס זָאגט ֶער“
R' Shlomo repeated Othello’s question. R' Aharon replied, “Tell him 

that they must get here as quickly as possible.”
R' Shlomo translated R' Aharon’s words. Othello spoke quickly to his 

guards, and then in a confident but commandeering tone, he said to R’ 
Shlomo, “Okay, today is Wednesday. Friday they’ll be here.”

R' Aharon turned to R' Shlomo. “Ask him what will this cost?”
R' Shlomo turned to Othello and asked, “How much will this cost?”
Othello thought for a moment. “Tell the ‘Sage’ he should give me a 

blessing instead.”
Again R' Aharon asked, “װָאס זָאגט ֶער — what did he say?”
R' Shlomo repeated Othello’s unusual request. What was R' Aharon 

going to bless the head of the mafia? The ר۬אׁש ְיִׁשיָבה said in a serious 
tone, “זָאלסטּו ׁשטַארּבן ִאין ּבֶעט — [when your time comes] you should die 
in bed!” R' Shlomo translated R' Aharon’s words with trepidation.

The atmosphere was ecstatic as the mobster jumped from his chair 
in joy!  It was the ultimate blessing for a ‘mobster’ boss.

That Friday, 24 ְיִׁשיָבה ָּבחּוִרים arrived in New York. They described how 
they had been rounded up in the middle of the night and taken to 
the airport, where they were informed that they would be going to 
America!

As for Joe Othello’s end, he spent time in jail and was often the 
victim of violence, but eventually died in his eighties of a heart attack…
in his bed!



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid,

One of the ְיִׁשיָבה

 recalls a typical ָּבחּוִרים
day in New York with R' Aharon 
 It was his turn that day to be .ַזַצ״ל
the ְיִׁשיָבה  s driver. R' Aharon'ר۬אׁש 
left his apartment in Boro Park 
immediately after breakfast. The 
entire day was spent without any 
let-up — traveling, meetings, the 
 office, visiting people to ְיִׁשיָבה
solicit funds — a day full of strain 
and its usual share of toil.

During the day, R' Aharon ate a 
single apple — in the car, holding 
the core, the peel, and the pits in 
his hand until the next stop, so as 
not to litter the road.

The day continued beyond 
exhaustion. By the time R' Aharon 
finally returned home, it was 
already close to midnight. The 
moment he entered his home, he 
stopped. With pained look on his 
face, and the sound of anguish 
in his voice like a man who had 
been starving for a month, R' 
Aharon exclaimed, "Oh — I have 
not yet learned today!" This was 
despite the fact that he had held 
a ֵסֶפר in his hands throughout 

If there was anything that could match R’ Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל’s 

ָׁשַמִים and ּתֹוָרה  .it was his special sensitivity to others ,ִיְרַאת 

When approaching tollbooths, he always asked his driver to 

use a manned booth and avoid the machine. He would explain, 

 — It is not being respectful [to a fellow being] — ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט ָּכבֹוד ַהְּבִריֹות“

”!to ignore a man for a machine — ָאּפצּולָאזן ַא מֶענטׁש פַאר ַא מַאִׁשין

Source: The Jewish Observer

1st ִּכְסֵלו 5319  / 1558 - Yahrtzeit of ַׁשְכָנא ָׁשלֹום   ר׳ 

ָרב  of Lublin was born in Lublin, Poland in ַזַצ״ל  
1495. He was the ֶרִּבי and father-in-law of the 
 .He established the Lublin Yeshiva in 1515 .ַרָמ״א
He was succeeded by another of his famous 
,ַּתְלִמיִדים .ַמַהְרַׁש״ל Luria, the ר׳ ְׁשמֹה

2nd ִּכְסֵלו 5720 / 1959 - Yahrtzeit of ַעִקיָבא  ר׳ 

ַזַצ״ל סֹוֵפר of Pressburg, author of סֹוֵפר   a ,ַּדַעת 
great-grandson of the סֹוֵפר חתם  סֹוֵפר) מֶֹׁשה   He .(ר׳ 
succeeded his father as ָרב and רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה at the 
tender age of 24. Interestingly, three continuous 
generations - the סֹוֵפר סֹוֵפר the ,ֲחַתם   and ,ְּכַתב 
the ֵׁשֶבט סֹוֵפר - each served as ָרב of Pressburg for 
33 years. When ר׳ ַעִקיָבא סֹוֵפר neared his 33rd year 
as ָרב, upon his uncle, the Erlauer ָרב’s advice, he 
moved to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל in 1940, and was saved from 
the horrors of WWII.

3rd 1702 / 5463 ִּכְסֵלו - Miracle with the .ְיהֹוֻׁשַע  ְּפֵני 
ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ַיֲעקֹב   Falk of Frankfurt was giving a ר׳ 
 in Lvov when an explosion in a gunpowder ִׁשעּור
storage area set fire and wrecked his home 
and all the adjoining buildings. He was 
completely trapped under the fallen rubble in 
which 36 Jews were killed, including his wife, 
his young child, and his parents-in-law. As he 
lay trapped in the rubble he made a ְׁשבּוָעה that 
he would write a ֵסֶפר and disseminate ּתֹוָרה if 
he survived. 

This Week in History

the entire day, glancing into the 
 every spare moment, and ֵסֶפר
he had been "talking in learning" 
with his driver. Armed with the 
"best" excuses, R' Aharon still did 
not consider this to be a "day’s 
learning". Every day, R' Aharon 
lived to present a complete 
"day’s learning" to ָאִבינּו ֶׁשַּבָׁשַמִים!

R' Aharon immediately seized 
a ְּגָמָרא and sat down to learn 
with extreme zeal. When the 
Rebbetzin brought in a hot bowl 
of soup, he refused it. "Please 
give it to him!" he said pointing to 
the exhausted and hungry driver. 
Although R' Aharon had no 
obvious appetite to eat, he still 
clearly understood the natural 
needs of his driver. 

My ַּתְלִמיד, this one day with 
R’ Aharon — who only thought 
in terms of ַלֲחֵברֹו ָאָדם   and ֵּבין 
ַלָמקֹום ָאָדם   holding an apple) ֵּבין 
core, peel and pits to avoid 
littering, collecting funds and 
showing concern for a hungry 
driver) — was still incomplete 
if it was not accompanied by a 
!day’s learning גֶעׁשמַאקֶע

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

Adapted from The Jewish Observer

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

…ִׂשים ָׁשלֹום טֹוָבה ּוְבָרָכה ]ַחִּיים[ ֵחן ָוֶחֶסד ְוַרֲחִמים

Place peace, goodness, blessing, [life], 
charm, kindness and compassion…  

The ַיֲעקֹב  explains that we begin the ִעיּון 
ָׁשלֹום of ְּבָרָכה  ִּבְרַּכת in ְּבָרָכה with the final ִׂשים 

ֲהִנים  ָׁשלֹום peace. If one has ,ָׁשלֹום that of ,ּכֹ
then it is appropriate to request with it all 
the other ְּבָרכֹות of טֹוָבה ּוְבָרָכה וכו׳. The ִעיּון ַיֲעקֹב 
elaborates that without first starting with 
 of ְּבָרכֹות between each other, the other ָׁשלֹום
goodness, blessing, etc., will not last. Peace 
is the ְּכִלי, vessel, to protect all ְּבָרכֹות, as ַחַז״ל 
teach us, לא ָמָצא ד׳ ְּכִלי ַמֲחִזיק ְּבָרָכה ֶאָּלא ַהָׁשלֹום — 
 ְּבָרָכה found no vessel that can hold ד׳
except for peace. Similar to ְּבַצְלֵאל, who was 
first taught the ֵּכִלים of the ְּמְׁשָּכן, but started 
with the outer building to protect them, so 
too, the ְּבָרָכה of ָׁשלֹום protects all other ְּבָרכֹות.    



not only did r’ michael Ber save sixty families from THE HORRORS OF wwII, but his “Working 
Group” bribed officials AND the deportation of Slovakian Jews was delayed from 1942 to 1944. 
In the meantime, he negotiated an amazing deal called ‘the europa plan’ to save all European 
Jewry. he saved Thousands of Jews, but regretfully he never collected the required monies TO 
SAVE EVEN MORE and the mass murders resumed. he lost his wife and children and escaped from 
the train taking him to aUSCHWITZ. HE IMMIGRATED TO THE USA, rebuilt his family and founded the 

nitra community.

Nitra, Slovakia:

Foreign Office of England:

I daven to hashem 
that this wild idea will work.  

I called my contacts in the oxford 
library.. the chief librarian said he 

will try get me an audience with the 
archbishop of canterbury.  what will 

happen from there?...hashem, i am your 
humble servant and am willing 

to sacrifice my life to save 
your children!

Rebbi, we received 
a telegram!! Nazis 

captured sixty RabBonim. 
they are in great danger! 

no country will admit 
them!

Where are we 
going?

Welcome 
rabbi! we need to 

rush at once!! Your 
g-d is with you! it is 

amazing but i have been 
far more successful 

than I dreamed! 

i cannot sit here 
and let my brothers 

suffer!

I think we 
are going to 

England.

We’ve all been 
issued visas to 
England! We’re 

saved!

This is 
Rabbi Michael Ber 

Weissmandl, a wise 
man who has a burning 

desire to save his 
people.

Gentlemen, I 
am here today to plead 

for your assistance for my 
people. I beg you to save their 
spiritual leaders. Without our 

leaders we are orphaned. Please 
grant entry visas for sixty FAMILIES 
into England. There is a war brewing 

and their families are in mortal 
danger! we all know, there is no 

telling what the Nazis will do 
with them!
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IN 1938, 60 AUSTRIAN RABBONIM AND THEIR FAMILIES WERE DEPORTED  BY THE NAZIS TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

THE SLOVAKIAN BORDER CONTROL REFUSED THE RABBOINIM entry. THEY WERE LEFT STATELESS AND WERE IN 

MORTAL DANGER.
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