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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

ה... ר ַהּזֶ דוֹו יק ְלָפַני ּבַ י אְ۬ת ָרִאיִתי ַצּדִ ּכִ

… for it is you that I have seen to be righteous before Me in this 
generation.” (B’reishis 7:1)

What is the significance of the phrase יק ְלָפַני  righteous before ,ַצּדִ
Me? Is there anything in this world that is not before Me? The word 
.appears to be redundant ְלָפַני
The ִלי ָיָקר ּבוּל explains that although the ּכְ ר ַהּמַ  the generation of ,דו…
the Flood, would incessantly rob each other, they always made sure 
to that it was less than the minimum amount for which a legal suit 
can be brought. Thus, if they were ever taken to court, they were 
able to walk out of the earthly court of law innocent and feeling 
self-righteous. However, by ה׳’s Heavenly standards, they were 
considered guilty for intentionally taking even the most minuscule 
item that did not belong to them. By their friends, they may have 
been considered fine people, but in the Eyes of ה׳ they were evil. 
 was different from the rest of his generation, he was extremely נַ۬ח
careful never to לו…ם  .take anything that did not belong to him ַחס ְוׁשָ
.s righteousness was praiseworthy even  before Me’נַ۬ח

In a similar vein, Rabbi Eliezer Menachem Mann Shach ַזַצ״ל 
explains a passage in the ָנה ָבא ְמִציָעא מ״ד)  ִמׁשְ  If the buyer already :(ּבָ

ָרֵאל  ,was born in Reischa, Galicia ,ַזַצ״ל Spira, the Bluzhover Rebbe ר׳ ִיׂשְ
to ַע ׁשֻ ָרה and (the previous Bluzhover Rebbe) ר׳ ְיהו…  From a very early .ְצּפו…
age, it was obvious that he was destined for greatness. At the age of 
13, he received ְסִמיָכה by the ״ם  of Brezhan, who testified ָרב the ,ַמַהְרׁשַ
to the magnitude of his ָרה  understanding. After his marriage, he ּתו…
became ָרב of Istrik, near Sanok. This soon became a place to which 
many turned to seek his advice and ask him questions in ַהָלָכה. After 
his father's ִטיָרה  ,in 1931, he was crowned as Rebbe in his place ּפְ
continuing the glorious Dynow-Bluzhev dynasty. His ָרה ּתו…  on ִדְבֵרי 
the ת יּו… ָרׁשִ ִבים and ּפָ ְלִמיִדים were published by his ָיִמים טו… ֵסֶפר in the ּתַ
ָרֵאל  .in 2007 ,ׁשוְּפָרא ְדִיׂשְ

R' Yisroel Spira ַזַצ״ל, the Bluzhover Rebbe, served 

as a ָרב in the city of Prochnik. In 5692 (1932) he 

became the Rebbe of that city. Upon his arrival 

in America, he kept the title 'Rebbe of Prochnik'. 

A local Rebbe, who arrived earlier, had taken 

the same title. The 'Prochniker Rebbe' asked R' 

Yisroel to change his title because he needed 

the name just to keep his ִמְנָין. R' Yisroel, who had 

lost his family and all earthly possessions to the Nazis, 

gladly changed his title. The ִעים !couldn't take away his kind heart ְרׁשָ

paid the money for his merchandise but he has not yet taken 
possession of it, the seller may, by the exact letter of the law, still 
change his mind and cancel the sale. Nevertheless, ַחַז״ל deplore 
such business practice and add the words, “The One who punished 
the ּבוּל ר ַהּמַ ה and the דו… ר ַהְפָלּגָ  generation of the Tower of Babel ,דו…
will also punish those who do not keep their word in business!”

What is the particular connection between a seller who goes 
back on his word and the ּבוּל ר ַהּמַ ה and דו… ר ַהְפָלּגָ ?דו…

The people of the ּבוּל ַהּמַ ר  ה and the דו… ַהְפָלּגָ ר   were punished דו…
because ה׳ understood what was really in their hearts. The ר  דו…
ּבוּל  were careful to stay within the letter of the law. They took ַהּמַ
only small amounts and would have been found innocent by the 
courts. Technically, they were not liable for what they had done. 
But ה׳ knew what was in their evil hearts, and He punished them 
accordingly. The ה ַהְפָלּגָ ר   saw ה׳ were also punished because דו…
what they really intended to do with their big tower.

A business transaction is considered completed by a buyer when 
the seller takes the money from him. A seller, who goes back on his 
word after receiving his payment, has misled the buyer, and, like the 
ּבוּל ר ַהּמַ .is taking advantage of a legal technicality ,דו…

Gedolim Glimpses
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Dear Talmid,

While interned in one 
of various concentration 

camps during World War II, 
R' Yisroel Spira, ַזַצ״ל, the late 
Bluzhover Rebbe, was called 
out by a kapo who handed him a 
crumpled envelope. The Kapo left 
and the Rebbe looked inside the 
envelope. It contained a 50 zloty bill 
and a piece of paper on which was 
written a hurriedly scribbled note. 

The anonymous writer explained 
that he would soon be killed, as 
was his wife. He asked the Rebbe 
that if he settles in ָרֵאל ִיׂשְ  he ,ֶאֶרץ 
should put a ָבה  on that holy ַמּצֵ
soil as a remembrance of them; 
perhaps he could even have a ֵסֶפר 
ָרה  written in their memory. The ּתו…
man continued that he wrote in a 
hurry as they were being ordered 
to leave, but, when he gets to ָלם  עו…
א  the Next World, he will convey ,ַהּבָ
greetings to the Rebbe's ancestors 
and ask them to intercede on the 
Rebbe's behalf so his days may be 
long and happy. 

From that time on, the Rebbe 
carried the letter with him. In 1946, 
barely a year after World War 
II, he read it before a crowd and 

While walking together, a close ָחִסיד of the Bluzhover Rebbe 

 had been talking about his children. Suddenly he ַזַצ״ל
realized how insensitive he had been — the Rebbe had 

lost his only child in the war. He stopped and profusely apologized 
for his total lack of sensitivity. The Rebbe looked at him and smiled, 
"ִקינדֶערלַא ִײדיׁשֶע  דָא  ס'ִאיז  י  ַאּבִ ִחּלוּק?  דֶער  װָאִסיז   ,ִקינדֶערלַא דַײן   ,ִקינדֶערלַא   מַײן 

- My children, your children, what's the difference? As long as there are 
Jewish children in the world!"

Source: Touch by a Story 2 (ArtScroll)

ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהּגֶ יב ָהרוַּח וּמוֹו ִ ַמׁשּ

Who makes the wind blow and makes 
the rain descend…

As a young חוּר  R’ Moshe Schwab ,ּבָ
 was once going through a difficult ַזַצ״ל
period. An older חוּר  came over one ּבָ
morning and told him that he had a 
reoccurring dream about him that he 
had to repeat. An old man had asked 
to tell the young Moshe, “- ָהרוַּח  יב  ִ  ַמׁשּ
ָהרוָּחִניּוּת יב  ִ ׁשּ מו…  he should lift up his — ׁשֶ
spirituality, ִמיּוּת ׁשְ ַהּגַ ִריד  מו… ׁשֶ  - ם  ׁשֶ ַהּגֶ ִריד    וּמו…
— he should lower his physical 
requirements!” R’ Moshe was deeply 
moved by this dream and asked the 
חוּר  to look at a family picture and check ּבָ
if it was a family member. The man 
recognized him to be his grandfather. 
He wrote the dream to his parents and 
his father replied, “ָבר ַמר ֶאת ַהּדָ  my … ְוָאִביו ׁשָ
father has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

2 Cheshvan 5700 - October 15, 1939:
The great ישיבה in מיר, Poland (after 124 years) 
was forced to close by the Nazis. Many Mirrer 
 נסים fled to Lithuania, and with great תלמידים
survived the war years in Shanghai, China.

3 Cheshvan 5051 - 1290:
16,000 English Jews were expelled from 
England in the final expulsion by King 
Edward I. King Edward had banned usury 
and forced Jews over the age of seven to 
wear an identifying badge. Following the 
expulsion, Jews would not return to England 
for 350 years, when the policy was reversed 
by Oliver Cromwell in 1655.

7 Cheshvan 5694 - December 27, 1933:
Yahrtzeit of HaRav Yehudah Meir Shapira 
of Lublin, zt"l, (1887-1933), the founder 
and driving force behind the Daf Yomi 
movement. Today, tens of thousands of 
Jews study the היומי -and every seven דף 
and-a-half years a סיום of בבלי  is תלמוד 
held with large celebrations in hundreds of  
locations worldwide.

This Week in History

appealed to them to help him fulfill 
the writer's wish. Those fortunate 
to have been present, responded 
with an open heart, although few 
were well-to-do. Ultimately a 
ָרה  was written and placed in ֵסֶפר ּתו…
ָרה ְוַדַעת יָבה ּתו… .ְיׁשִ

A few days prior to the ָרה  s'ֵסֶפר ּתו…
dedication, the Rebbe held the 
letter in his hand and, with tears 
streaming down his cheeks, he said: 
"Take note of the spiritual strength 
 gives His people. Here is a man ד׳
whose wife was already killed and 
who himself was about to die. Yet 
he found in his heart the strength to 
think of others … ּב ֶחְלֵקנו ֵרינוּ ַמה טו…  ,ַאׁשְ
How good is our lot, how beautiful 
is our heritage! 

My ְלִמיד  there is no holier person ,ּתַ
than someone who can think about 
another person's needs at such a 
difficult and tragic time. The special 
moments that define a person's 
character are not when things are 
fine and running nicely, but rather 
when everything just seems to be 
going wrong and difficult. …ִיְנקו…ם ד׳ ָדמו
רוּך, !ִויִהי ִזְכרו… ּבָ

ְיִדידוּת י Your,ּבְ ֶרּבִ

Story adapted from The 
London Jewish Tribune (Aug. 04)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל



Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל ח׳ סעיף ג׳ 

*The Kleins lived in a large apartment complex. Without any private or 
communal ה  The .סוּּכו…ת they always had a problem when it came to ,סוּּכָ
only ה  in the building belonged to the penthouse apartment. Mr. Klein סוּּכָ
heard from his neighbor, Chaim that the owner allowed him to use the 
ה ה Mr. Klein asked the owner for permission to use the .סוּּכָ  and was סוּּכָ
surprised when he was refused. Mr. Klein responded to the owner that he 
heard about his generosity from Chaim.  
Was Mr. Klein’s last “positive” comment permissible?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only 
say ָפָניו ל ָאָדם ּבְ ְבחוׂ ׁשֶ ?ִמְקַצת ׁשִ

2. What was another name for ָרה  that alludes to several of ,ׂשָ
her many outstanding qualities?

 when he spoke to him directly. Originally the ַצִדיק۬ as a נַ۟ח referred to הקב״ה .1

…ָרה )7,1( .ד״ה ָרִאיִתי ַצִדיק  .ַצִדיק ָגמוּר describes him as a ּתו

ָה .2  which means to see, gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .ִיְסּכ
…ֶדׁש ָָרה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name רוַּח ַהקו  ,ׂש

which alludes to aristocracy.  ָה )11,29( ד״ה ִיְסּכ

 …on that very day… (B’reishis 7:13) ם ַהֶזה ֶעֶצם ַהיוֹו ּבְ

On the very day  [נַ۬ח entered the ָבה  The people of the generation… [ּתֵ
wanted to stop him and threatened to kill him. ד׳ said, “I will show all 
of you that he is going into the ָבה  and we will see whose word will ,ּתֵ
be fulfilled!”  )״י )ַרׁשִ
ה was taught the נַ۬ח ָנֶמר of being ִמּדָ ּכַ  bold like a leopard — to ,ָעז 
perform the will of ד׳ and disregard the scoffers and evil people of 
the world who vigorously try to stop us from doing the will of ד׳.

***
The following incident was told by Reb Shlomo Brevda, who heard it 
from Rebbetzin Greineman, the Steipler Rebbetzin’s sister.
Rav Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, ַזַצ״ל, was about to become engaged 
to the Chazon Ish’s sister. But before he determined to make her his 
ָלה  he felt that it was important that he share with her an incident ,ּכַ
that had taken place while he was in Siberia.
The forced labor in Siberia was backbreaking. In addition to the bitter 
cold and blinding snow, the actual labor required pure brute force. 
The Steipler Gaon had been inducted into the army against his will; 
yet, regardless of the terrible conditions and the impossible work, he 
knew in his heart that only one task mattered — serving the Master 
of the world. 
One of the first obstacles the Steipler had to overcome was the 
army system itself. The army dictated that everyone must work 7 
days a week. To the Steipler that was absolutely unacceptable. 
He approached the officer in charge, a brutal, anti-Semitic and evil 
person, and asked that he be granted a furlough every ת ּבָ  The .ׁשַ
official paused for a moment and answered that he would grant the 
request on one condition: the Steipler first had to prove himself to be 
a valiant warrior.
He quickly ordered his men to form 2 rows and arm themselves with 

sticks. The Steipler watched the soldiers move into formation and 
heard the words of the evil officer, “Kanievsky, here is the deal … If 
you are able to make it through these lines and survive the blows 
from my officers, then you may rest on your Sabbath. However, if you 
don’t …” His voice trailed off, and he laughed. Clearly he was enjoying 
his little game. The Steipler did not flinch. Instead, he whispered a 
quiet, heartfelt prayer to הקב״ה to help him survive this difficult test. 
He knew that he could give up and the game would be over. But if 
he admitted defeat, then his attempt to be released from working 
on ת ּבָ  would be over. The guards motioned to their commanding ׁשַ
officer that they were ready: the officer and his comrades then stood 
back to watch the fun.
The Steipler approached the path and murmured one last plea. He 
held his hand over his head and ran between the rows of guards. 
With all their might they began to pummel him and beat him 
incessantly. The pain was unbearable, but the Steipler persisted and 
kept trudging forward. Blood trickled into his eyes but he continued 
to move forward. Step by step he inched ahead until, finally, he 
reached the end of the treacherous path. He collapsed at the finish 
line. Nobody offered to help the Steipler get up from the ground, but 
it did not matter because he had survived. As he lay there, a smile 
formed on his lips. He had won. He was in incredible pain — but he 
had won! The ת ּבָ  .was still holy and he would be able to observe it ׁשַ
The commanding officer grudgingly informed him that he would not 
have to work on Saturday.
 The Steipler finished recounting his tale to his ָלה  He explained that .ּכַ
this was his level of ְ۬מִסיַרת ֶנפֶש. “The blows hurt, but I was happy to 
have had the privilege to suffer for the sake of the ת ּבָ  He then ”.ׁשַ
asked if she was prepared to join him in his continuous sacrifice for 
ָרה  ָלה and ָחָתן She replied that she was, and they became .ּתו… .ּכַ

The Holy JewLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Chassidic Tales of the Holocaust (Y. Eliach)  

of 
the

 • Based on most of the ַנז ּכְ ִריד ַהָטל that does not add נוָּסח ַאׁשְ יב ָהרוַּח during summer, one who remembers מו… ִ  after ַמׁשּ
beginning ה ָקדוׁׂש ֵרה must go back to the beginning of ַאּתָ מוֶׂנה ֶעׂשְ  .ׁשְ

 • However, one whose נוָּסח is to add מוִׂריד ַהָטל during the summer does not go back, even if one definitely said מוִׂריד ַהָטל.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיו…  ִהְלכו…
ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהּגֶ יב ָהרוַּח וּמוֹו ִ ַמׁשּ

 Answer: As explained in previous weeks, the ִאּסוּר of ְרִכילוּת has many different forms and ֲאַבק 
 is one of them. In our story, Mr. Klein’s revelation that Chaim had publicized the owner’s ְרִכילוּת
generosity could create friction between Chaim and the owner and is considered ֲאַבק ְרִכילוּת.  



Shalom 
Aleichem... I’m 

collecting for my 
Yeshivah in Eretz 

Yisroel.

Aleichem 
Sholom... Please 

take this! Nu! a Rosh 
Hayeshivah like you cannot 
COLLECT alone. Please hold 
on while I get ready to go 

together with you!

R’ Aryeh Leib Lopian zt”l was one of 
england’s greatest roshei yeshiva 
during the past century. he was also 
the same Gaon in chesed as he was in 
learning...

With hesitation, 
the visiting 

Rosh hayeshiva 
acquiesced. R’ Leib 
went around the 

Gateshead streets 
in a car service, 
assisting him in 
the collection 
of funds. This 

continued, whenever 
the Rosh yeshiva 

came to visit 
Gateshead.

The Rosh Hayeshiva immediately 
booked a flight and a few hours 

later he was standing by R’ 
aryeh Leib’s door.

One day, THE ROSH HAYESHIVA was in his 
study learning...

DING 

DONG!

 ר׳ לייֵּב .שָׂרָה לֵאה and ר׳ אֵליָהּו was born in Kelm, Lithuania, to זַצַ״ל Lopian ר׳ אַרְיֵה לייֵּב
learned in his father’s יְשִׁיבָה קְטַנָה until the age of 14. He then went to Slabodka 

to learn in יְשִׁיבָה אֹור יִשְׂרָאֵל. At age 15, he travelled to Telz and became a
 Rabinowitz. He emigrated to England ר׳ חַיִּים Bloch and ר׳ יֹוסֵף לייּב of תַּלְמיד מֻבְהָק

in the 1930s. His father had moved there earlier and set up יְשִׁיבַת עֵץ חַיִּים. In 
1937, he married Zipa, ר׳ חַיִּים משֶׁה Levy’s daughter. Shortly after his חֲתּונָה, on R’ 
Dessler’s bidding, he joined the Gateshead ּכֹולֵל. After 2 years, he was asked 
by R’ Dryan (founder) and R’ Landynski (ראׁש יְשִׁיבָה) to give a שִׁעּור in יְשִׁיבָה, and 
within a short time became ראׁש יְשִׁיבָה. for 35 years, ר׳ אַרְיֵה לייֵּב imbued בָּחּורים 
with  אהֲבַת וְחָכְמַת הַּתֹורָה and the  מְסירַת נֶפֶׁש needed to become a true בֶּן ּתֹורָה.

What?! 
Rebbe! I came to 

visit you! ...please 
let’s just start 

immediately...

But--

REBBE! We 
need to say tehillim, i just 

heard Rav Aryeh Leib Lopian is 
seriously ill!

Rebbi! I came 
as soon as I heard 

about...

Shalom 
Aleichem! It is So nice 

to see you! ..Is the car 
ready?!

Oy Gevald! I 
must go to Gateshead 

immediately to be Mevaker 
choleh!

ז‘ אלול   1909-1979   5669-5739

R’ aryeh Leib would not hear of it. He proceeded in his 
weakened condition to assist in the collection of 

funds, just as he had done in previous years.  
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