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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

 R' Yaakov Leizer ַזַצ״ל, the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also 
known as R' Yankele of Antwerp, was born in Galicia, 
Poland. He received ְסִמיָכה in ָערּוְך ֻׁשְלָחן  ֶחְלֵקי   from ד' 

several prominent ַרָּבִנים while still a ָּבחּור. Upon the advice of his ֶרִּבי, the 
Koloshitzer ֶרִּבי, R' Chuna Halberstam ַזַצ״ל, he agreed to serve as the 
 ,ַאְלטֶע ִּביָנה of Yashlisk, even before his marriage. In 1930, he married ָרב
the daughter of ר׳ מֶׁ۬שה ִיְצָחק of Pshevorsk, known as R’ Itzikel. Together, 
they were sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. Until R' Itzikel's final 
day, R' Yankele did not leave his side. With R' Itzikel's ְּפִטיָרה in 1976, he 
became ֶרִּבי. His ִּכְתֵבי קֹוֶדׁש and ִסּפּוֵרי ַצִדיִקים are testimony of R' Yankele's 
greatness in ּתֹוָרה and ִיְרַאת ָׁשַמִים.

כ״ז מרחשון
5688 - 5760
1907 - 1999

On כ״ג ִסיָון, ת״ש, (June 29th, 1940) R' Itzikel 
 along with ,ַזַצ״ל and R' Yankele ַזַצ״ל
many Galician Jews, were gathered 
and taken by train to Siberia. Turning 
to face the broken-hearted crowd, 
R' Itzikel said, "Today is a special day 
in our history; it is the day that the 2nd 

letter was sent in ָמְרְּדַכי and ֶאְסֵּתר's days. 
Just as ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל saw a ְיׁשּוָעה at that time, we 
will also see a ְיׁשּוָעה!" This lifted the people's spirits and, 
ultimately, the ֶרִּבי's words proved to be true.

Gedolim Glimpses

ָפָני ָרה ֵמִתי ִמּלְ ֶכם … ְוֶאְקּבְ ב ָאנִ۬כי ִעּמָ ר ְותֹוׁשָ   ּגֵ
“I am an alien resident among you … that I may bury my dead. 

(B’reishis 23:4)

 to the test ten times. It is generally understood ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו put ד׳
that these tests were progressively harder. It would be logical that 
once ָאִבינּו  presented him ד׳ ,successfully proved himself ַאְבָרָהם 
with a more difficult test. Each test brought out a higher level in 
ָאִבינּו  It is generally accepted that the tenth .ד׳ closeness to ַאְבָרָהם 
and most difficult test was the ַעֵקיָדה. After all, what could be more 
challenging than to sacrifice the child born to him by ָׂשָרה in his old age?

יֹוָנה  ,as the ninth test. If this is so ַעֵקיָדה however, lists the ,ַרֵּבינּו 
what was the tenth test? The burial of ָׂשָרה. When ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו could 
not find a place to bury ָׂשָרה, he was forced to buy a plot from 
 for an exorbitant sum. True, it must have been frustrating for ֶעְפרֹון
 ,to be forced to pay anything, let alone an exorbitant sum ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו
for ד׳ had promised him the whole land of ְּכַנֲען. However, is this in 
anyway comparable to the test of the ַעֵקיָדה? Why was the burial of 
?ַעֵקיָדה considered to be a higher test than the ָׂשָרה

When ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו returned from the ַעֵקיָדה, he had reached a level 
of achievement so special that the Jewish people throughout history 

constantly refer to this merit. It undoubtedly took every ounce of 
spiritual strength to withstand such a test. ָאִבינּו  proved that ַאְבָרָהם 
he was ready to sacrifice his son, if ד׳ so commanded. ָאִבינּו  ַאְבָרָהם 
returned home with a sense of boundless love to ד׳, ready to share 
his experience with his wife. One can imagine his pain when he found 
that ָׂשָרה had passed away and then his additional pain when he ran 
into difficulties buying a small plot for her burial.

 could easily have thought, “How much more do I have ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו
to go through? Isn’t it enough that I have just gone through the ordeal 
of the ַעֵקיָדה? Do I have to go through this as well? I have put in so 
many years of effort. I have glorified ד׳’s Name in so many places, for 
so many years. I have made so much ִקידּוׁש ַהֵׁשם. Don’t I deserve some 
respite for what I’ve done for ד׳ all my life?”

This was a very subtle test, but the ultimate test. ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו could 
have reacted inappropriately. However, he still had an important 
lesson to teach the world. By example, he demonstrated that there 
is no retirement from ַעבֹוָדה and a person cannot ‘live’ on past efforts. 
Being faithful to ד׳ is a lifetime’s work. There is no such notion as 
retirement in growing closer to ד׳ and becoming a better person. If 
one internalizes this final test of ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו then all our years not just 
the retirement ones will certainly be golden.
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Questions    weekChofetz ChaimMoment רש"י
 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל א׳ סעיף ה׳
*Eli usually behaved well in class, but like others his age, there were 
some days when he just wanted to have a little innocent fun. Mr. Black 
had left the room to get some supplies and Eli ran to the front of the class 
and drew a quick picture on the board of a funny cartoon character. He 
just about finished and ran back to his seat next to Ari when Mr. Black 
returned. Mr. Black looked at board and asked harshly, “Who in the world 
did this?” Ari looked down at his math book.  
Is Ari permitted to respond to Mr. Black’s question? 
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Where do we learn that one is obligated to thank ד' upon 
hearing good news?

2. What do we learn from the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates 
the one hundred and thirty seven years of ִיְׁשָמֵעאל’s life? 

1. When ֱאִליֶעֶזר heard from ָלָבן and ּבתּוֵאל that they were willing to let 
ַחּו ַאְרָצה .הקב״ה go, he turned to thank ִרְבָקה ְּת ִׁש (24,52) ד״ה ַוּי

2. From the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates the one hundred and 
thirty seven years of ִיׁשָמֵעאל’s life, we can deduce that ּיֲעק۬ב spent 
fourteen years in the ְיׁשיָבה of ֵעֶבר before he went to ְֵני .ָלָבן ֶה ׁש  ד״ה ְוֵאּל

ְָמֵעאל ֵי ִיׁש (25,17) ַחּי

You Get What You DeserveLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

of 
the

 •  There is a fundamental difference on where to pause between those who pronounce the last word ֶׁשם  with ַהּגֶ
a ֶסגֹול versus ֶׁשם ֶׁשם the word :ָקַמץ with a ַהּגָ  s seasonal weather change, is the end of a’ד׳ referring to rain as ,ַהּגָ
thought and one should pause before ְמַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים: however ֶׁשם  and ַּפְרָנָסה to provide ְּגבּוַרת ד׳ refers to rain as in ַהּגֶ
should read as part of ְמַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים. 

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא: ת ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו  ִהְלכוֹו
ם ׁשֶ ִריד ַהּגֶ יב ָהרוַּח וּמוֹו ִ ַמׁשּ

Answer: Even if your parent/teacher, whom you are obligated to honor and fear by not contradicting 
their words, asks you to tell them about some incident, and you know that, in so doing, you will come to 
speak ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע, or even ֲאַבק ׁשל ָלׁשֹון ָהַרע, you have to respectfully refrain from telling your parent/teacher.

ה ּתֶ ְך ְוֶאׁשְ י ָנא ַכּדֵ ר אַ۬מר ֵאֶליָה ַהּטִ ֲעָר ֲאׁשֶ  … ְוָהָיה ַהּנַ
ֶקה אָ۬תּה הַ۬כְחּתָ …  יָך ַאׁשְ ַמּלֶ ֵתה ְוַגם ּגְ ְוָאְמָרה ׁשְ

… Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say, “Please tip over your 
jug so I may drink,” and who replies, “Drink, and I will even water your 
camels,” her will you have designated … (Bereishis 24:14)

The ַהֵלִוי  s’ִרְבָקה focused mainly on ֶאִליֶעֶזר explained that while ֵּבית 
kindness, he also addressed her ability to intertwine this trait with 
wisdom and sensitivity. ֱאִליֶעֶזר had asked ִרְבָקה explicitly not to pour 
water from the jug she was carrying into a cup, but to please allow 
him to drink from the whole container of water. This unusual request 
created a dilemma for ִרְבָקה. She could not bring home the jug of water 
after a total stranger had taken a drink—perhaps he was sick and had 
contaminated the water. However, if she would simply pour out the 
remaining water in front of him and then refill the jug, it would show 
a lack of sensitivity. It would indicate to the stranger that she was 
concerned about the unsanitary condition of the water.

 created a solution that showed both kindness and concern for ִרְבָקה
his shame. After he drank she said to him, “I will draw water even for 
your camels” In offering to give the camels the remaining water, she 
would pour out the unsanitary water and refill her jug with fresh water. 
 s sensitivity and kindness showed that she was truly a worthy’ִרְבָקה
wife for ִיְצָחק. 

*
When Rav Shabsi Frankel proudly showed the Steipler Gaon his 

monumental revised edition of the ַרְמַּב״ם, the Steipler smiled broadly and 
glowingly declared, “The ַרְמַּב״ם and his commentators will be waiting to 
greet you in ֵעֶדן  R' Shabsi used his means to assemble the various ”!ַגן 
manuscripts that would help improve the accuracy and quality of the 
 A team of tens of scholars worked diligently for many years on .ַרְמַּב״ם
the project. Perhaps the most amazing thing about this monumental 
undertaking is the fact that during all those years R' Shabsi never held 

himself higher than the rest of his colleagues and employees. He always 
made them feel important and integral to the success of the project. The 
following episode illustrates his refinement and humility.

Stored inside his home were many “hard to obtain” manuscripts 
worth millions of dollars. Purchasing them was not only a matter of 
money but required knowing the right people in the right places. 
Acquiring some of these documents from universities and collectors 
was a process that took many years. And when he finally was able to 
get his hands on them, the team of scholars was ready to work.

R' Shabsi was working with a respected ָחָכם  on a recently ַּתְלִמיד 
purchased manuscript. They labored for hours, analyzing and 
comparing nuances in the scripts. This intense process required endless 
patience and a skilled eye. Noticing the need for some refreshments, 
his wife brought in 2 cups of coffee. Although R' Shabsi saw it being 
brought in, his guest did not. He inadvertently turned around and, to his 
horror, knocked it over onto the priceless manuscript. Not only would 
it cause a loss of thousands of dollars, but now the documents were 
rendered completely useless!

R' Shabsi jumped out of his seat and ran into the kitchen. He most 
certainly was distressed that his valuable manuscript was ruined. 
R' Shabsi, however, did not want to cause his esteemed colleague 
any shame or embarrassment. And so, two minutes later he emerged 
from the kitchen with a fresh cup of coffee. “I figured since the first one 
spilled, you would probably want another one.”

The man smiled. He realized that the incident had probably caused 
R' Shabsi to be disappointed and upset. But he also knew that R' Shabsi 
understood it was an accident, an accident anyone could have caused. 
The Steipler’s comment about the ַרְמַּב״ם and his entourage greeting R' 
Shabsi had never rung truer. 

“The ״ם  and his commentators will be waiting to greet you ַרְמּבַ
in ַגן ֵעֶדן!”



FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening

Dear Talmid,

The Rebbe, R' Yankele 
of Antwerp, would often 

tell his ֲחִסיִדים:  are the most ִמּדֹות"
important thing in ד׳  The ".ֲעבֹוַדת 
Rebbe lived his exalted life by 
these words, as the following 
story, related by Dayan Eliyahu 
Sternbuch ַׁשִליָט״א, the leader of 
the Antwerp  community, clearly 
illustrates:

R' Yankele was once "arguing in 
learning" with his friend R' Yosef 
Weiss, the city’s ׁשֹוֵחט, and they 
got into a heated debate over a 
certain ְּפַׁשט. At a high point in the 
argument, R' Yankele muttered, 
‘I don’t know how one can speak 
with such ַעם ָהֲאָרצּות, ignorance!’ 

After returning home, R' Yankele 
gave it some thought and could 
not believe that he had spoken 
to יֹוֵסף  that way. He began to ר׳ 
pace up and down in the house, 
all upset that he had spoken in 
such a fashion. He then phoned 
 .ְמִחיָלה and begged him for ר׳ יֹוֵסף
Of course, ר׳ יֹוֵסף forgave him, not 
having been offended in any way. 
That was the way one spoke when 
arguing in learning. However, R' 

For ַיֲעקֹב's אּוְׁשִּפיִזין, (on the 3rd day of סּוּכֹות) an especially large 

crowd came to the 2nd tisch of the new ֶרִּבי, R' Yankele ַזַצ״ל. 

When the table broke, due to the crush of people, R' Yankele 

smiled and began explaining how the ַצִדיִקים say that before ָמִׁשיַח, 

there will be ֶרֵּבִיים who are not worthy to be ַמְנִהיִגים. R' Yankele 

then added, "ׁשֹוין ּבַיי ַאזֶעלכֶער דַארֶע ׁשטֶעקנס אֹוי! מ׳ ׁשטּוּפט ִזיְך! — Oy! They 

are already pushing to get close to such ‘thin sticks’ [unworthy 

people].”  
Source: Hamodia (with kind permission)

22nd ָון  ֶחְלַקת ְמחֹוֵקק Yahrtzeit of the – 1670 / 5387 ֶחׁשְ
ה – ְלִמיד He was a .ַזַצ״ל Lima ר׳ מֹׁשֶ  of R' Yehoshua ּתַ
Falk ַזַצ״ל (Author of the ה ,סמ״ע ּוְדִריׁשָ ה  ִריׁשָ ה .(ּפְ מֹׁשֶ  ר׳ 
was the ָרב of Slonim and Brisk and ין ית ּדִ ּבֵ  of ַאב 
Vilna (the ״ְך ַהּכֵֹהן ,ׁשַ ַתי  ּבְ ׁשַ ין sat on his ר׳  ּדִ ית   and (ּבֵ
was considered the leading authority in ֲהָלָכה in 
Lithuania.

24th ָון  Azulai ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם  Yahrtzeit of – 1643 / 5404 ֶחׁשְ
 He was born in Fez, Morocco .ֶחֶסד ְלַאְבָרָהם the ,ַזַצ״ל
and emigrated to ָרֵאל ִיׂשְ  He wrote famous .ֶאֶרץ 
works in ָלה ים יֹוֵסף His great grandson was .ַקּבָ  ר׳ ַחּיִ
.ִחיָד״א Azulai, the ָדִוד

25th ָון  Yahrtzeit of –  1949 / 5710 ֶחׁשְ
ַכי  the Bilgoray Rov. He was the ,ַזַצ״ל Bilgoray ר׳ ָמְרּדְ
son of the 3rd Belzer Rebbe שָכר דֹוב  and was ,ר׳ ִיׂשָ
the father of the present Rebbe ִליָט״א  He was a .ׁשַ
brilliant leader and through his written notes of 
every Belzer ִמְנָהג, served as a link between the 
Belz of Europe and the new community that his 
brother, ר׳ ַאֲהרֹן ַזַצ״ל, established in ָרֵאל  .ֶאֶרץ ִיׂשְ

28th ָון יֹוָנה Yahrtzeit of – 1263 / 5024 ֶחׁשְ ינּו   He .ַרּבֵ
was known as a ָחִסיד by the ִראׁשֹוִנים and was both 
a cousin and a ן ״ן with the ְמחּוּתָ י He was the .ַרְמּבַ  ֶרּבִ
of the ״א ּבָ  ֵסֶפר ,His famous works .ְרָא״ה and the ַרׁשְ
ׁשּוָבה and ַהִיְרָאה ּתְ ַעֵרי  ׁשּוָבה are the only ,ׁשַ מּוָסר ּוּתְ  ִסְפֵרי 
written by the ִראׁשֹוִנים. He wrote ׁשּוָבה ַעֵרי ּתְ ָרה as a ׁשַ ּפָ  ּכַ
and ׁשּוָבה  for publically denouncing the works of ּתְ
the ״ם  were lost, but we still ְסָפִרים Many of his .ַרְמּבַ
have his רּוׁש ְתָרא on ּפֵ ָבא ּבַ ֵלי ,ּבָ רּוׁש and his ָאבֹות ,ִמׁשְ  on ּפֵ
the ִריף to ָרכֹות .ּבְ

This Week in History

Yankele did not calm down. He 
sat down to write him a heartfelt 
letter asking for forgiveness. 
יֹוֵסף  did not understand what ר׳ 
the fuss was about.

The story did not end there. R' 
Yankele then wrote another  letter 
to R' Chaim Kreiswirth ַזַצ״ל, with 
whom יֹוֵסף  had a connection ר׳ 
because of his ְׁשִחיָטה work, and 
asked him to try to persuade 
 to truly forgive him for what ר׳ יֹוֵסף
he had said. ר׳ יֹוֵסף told everyone 
that he hadn’t even felt the 
slightest bit offended; R' Yankele 
had spoken with such refinement 
that he simply did not understand 
why the Rebbe was being so 
apologetic. 

My ַּתְלִמיד, not only did R' Yankele 
teach us how sensitive we 
ought to be on even the remote 
possibility of hurting someone, 
he also opened up a secret about 
an apology. When a great person 
says a true and heartfelt "I'm sorry", 
he does not go down in stature, 
on the contrary, he becomes even 
greater! … ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך!   

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות 

Story adapted from Hamodia 
(with kind permission)

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

ָך  ָרֵאל ַעּמֶ ל ִיׂשְ לֹום…ָעֵלינּו ְוַעל ּכָ ים ׁשָ …ׂשִ

Place peace … upon us, and upon all of 
  …,Your people [ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל]

The דֹוֵבר ָׁשלֹום notes that the expression ָעֵלינּו 

 ְּכַלל] upon us, and upon all of ,ְוַעל ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמָך

 Your people, is not changed when a [ִיְׂשָרֵאל
person davens alone to ָעֵלינּו ְוַעל ָּכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמָך, 
upon me, and upon all of [ִיְׂשָרֵאל  Your [ְּכַלל 
people. He explains that ָׁשלֹום, peace, is the 
unity of two [contradictory] forces. We are 
asking for ָׁשלֹום between our own spiritual 
conflicts and also for the organs in our body 
to work together harmoniously. We are also 
asking that there should be no conflicts 
between ourselves and our friends and ָׁשַמִים. 
We continue and request that this harmony 
in body, mind, between friends and ָׁשַמִים 
should be bestowed upon all ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל!



Unfortunately, they were not accepted by the 
Austrians when they tried to return to Austria.

From then on, he was treated with great regard. He was 
even given the rare privilege of using the library’s facilities 

when they were closed to the public.

R’ Michael Ber Weissmandl was born in 
debrecen, hungary. as a bochur, his brilliant 

mind and deep thirst for torah led him to 
travel to england to the famous library.

the famous Bodleian library
in Oxford, England is the home of many 
rare and ancient hebrew manuscripts

Sir, we’ve 
brought this 

manuscript from 
the 16th century author 

of kikoyon d’yonah - 
written by R’ T’Umim

Sir, if I may interrupt,  
the ancient manuscript brought 

to the library was actually written 
by his son Joshua, The first edition 
was edited in Amsterdam in 1690 by 

Joshua, and the second printing 
was in 1712 at Hanau, Germany.

amazing! i believe 
you are right! What is 

your name, young 
man?

we 
are in imminent 

danger! we have lost 
the small protection 

of any country’s 
citizenship!  

we must act 
immediately! Hashem 
has his plans, even 
though its hard to 

understand!

let Austria 
deal with their 

rabbiner!

1938. The Nazis gathered sixty Rabbonim 
and sent them to Burgenland, bordering 
Slovakia on the Czechoslovakian border.

to be continued...

stop! we cannot 
have you come into  

Slovakia.
What do you 

expect us to do?

Points for discussion: • WHAT IS THE CORRECT approach when FACING a DIFFICULT situation? (LIKE THE 

60 RABBONIM) • WOULD YOU TRAVEL BY BOAT IN THE 1930S TO LEARN MORE TORAH - WHAT DOES THAT TEACH 

YOU ABOUT A PERSON WHO DID? • ...CAN YOU COME UP WITH MORE?
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