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בס״ד

In his later years, Reb Zelig Reuven Bengis 
 every five שַׁ״ס )גְּמָרָא) on סִיּוּם made a זַצַ״ל
months. Once, shortly after he made a 
 he surprised his family and said ,סִיּוּם
he was ready to make another סִיּוּם. He 
explained, “This סִיּוּם is on a special  סֵדֶר 

– waiting time. I am often invited to a 
 and I have to wait for a car or for the שִׂמְחָה
 to begin. I decided to make a special שִׂמְחָה
 סִיּוּם just for these moments. I am now making a סֵדֶר

on waiting time!”

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: Darash Moshe  (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

 וְכִי יָמוּךְ אָחִיךָ וּמָטָה יָדוֹ עִמָּךְ …  אַל תִּקַּח מֵאִתּוֹ נֶשֶׁךְ …

If your brother becomes impoverished, and his means falter in 
your proximity … Do not take interest from him … (וַיִּקְרָא כה:לה-לו)

The (קִדּוּשִׁין כ.) גְּמָרָא explains that each of the פָּרָשִׁיּוֹת, sections, in בְּהַר 
are interrelated. They are all linked to the first מִצְוָה in the פָּרָשָׁה, the 
 serve as פָּרָשִׁיּוֹת the Sabbatical year. The subsequent ,שְׁמִיטָה of מִצְוָה
a stern warning for a person who intends to do business with the 
fruit of שְׁבִיעִית.

Initially, if a person is involved in selling the fruits of שְׁבִיעִית, 
eventually he will be compelled to sell his movable items. If he 
continues in his evil ways and does not do תְּשׁוּבָה, then he will be 
forced to sell his daughter as a maidservant. If he still does not 
take heed of ד׳’s messages, then he will be obliged to borrow 
money with interest.

If the תּוֹרָה prohibited borrowing money with interest, how will 
this punishment ever be realized? If this Jewish man is looking to 
borrow money, he will first go to his friends and relatives, and they 
are surely prohibited to lend him money with interest!

R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל answers: Perhaps חֲזַ״ל do not mean that 
such an individual will actually borrow money with interest, but 
rather חֲזַ״ל are teaching us the path that he will try to take.

The person involved in selling the fruit of שְׁבִיעִית will become so 

needy that he will seek to borrow with interest. However, he will 
experience the potential lenders’ refusal; instead they will offer 
to lend him without interest. This lesson will teach him more than 
would the punishment of having to pay interest. He will then realize 
that these kind people are willing to observe the laws of the תּוֹרָה, 
even if it appears that it will cause a loss of money. He will learn 
firsthand that his family and friends trust that ד׳ will send them their 
needs in a permissible manner.

The תּוֹרָה explicitly promises that ד׳ will grant a great blessing to 
those who keep the laws of שְׁמִיטָה. The person involved in selling 
the fruit of שְׁבִיעִית will feel remorse for the sins he committed during 
 would provide for him, and for ד׳ that אֱמוּנָה due to his lack of שְׁמִיטָה
his disregard of the aforementioned promise. He was unable to 
resist doing business with the produce of שְׁבִיעִית, merely because 
of the little profit that he hoped to gain.

The embarrassment of being offered a loan without interest is 
a punishment with a message. The man who sold the produce 
of שְׁבִיעִית will always remember the kindness of the people who 
followed the commandments of ד׳ without personal gain. The 
benefit one gains from this lesson will be of greater value than any 
other type of punishment. 
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זַצַ״ל בּעֶנגִיס  רְאוּבֵן  זעֶלִיג   ,born in Shnippishok (Vilna) ,ר׳ 
Lithuania, to ׁהִירש צְבִי   at יְשִׁיבַת װאָלאָזן went to ,שֵׁיינָא and ר׳ 
the age of 17. There he was a חַבְרֻתָא of both בּעֶר בָּרוּךְ    ר׳ 

זַצַ״ל זַצַ״ל and לִיבּוֹבִיץ  מֶלְצֶר  זַלְמַן  אִיסֶר   Several years later, he married the .ר׳ 
daughter of צְבִי חַיִּים   .Broide, and spent 8 years in his in-laws' home ר׳ 
He later become רָב of Bodki, and, in 1911, the רָב of Kalvarija. זעֶלִיג  ר׳ 
immigrated to אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל to become ראב״ד of יְרוּשָׁלַיִם’s עֵדָה הַחֲרֵדִית in 1937. 
Upon צְבִי  and גאב״ד in 1948, he was appointed ,פְּטִירָה Dushinsky’s ר׳ יוֹסֵף 
also רֹאשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of אֹהֶל מֹשֶׁה. He was the גָּאוֹן וּפּוֹסֵק הַדוֹר, with כָּל הַתּוֹרָה כּוּלָה at his 
fingertips until his very last day. His תַּלְמִידִים included ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה זַלְמַן Auerbach 
יִשְׂרָאֵל and זַצַ״ל יַעֲקֹב  רְאוּבֵן He authored .זַצַ״ל Fischer ר׳    seven) לִפְלַגּוֹת 
volumes עַל כָּל מַסֶכְתּוֹת הַשַׁ״ס). 

ג׳ סיון
5630 - 5717
1870 - 1957
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Mighty WarriorsLiving   Torahwith 
the

 וּבַשָּׁנָה הַשְּׁבִיעִת שַׁבַּת שַׁבָּתוֹן …שַׁבָּת לַה׳ שָׂדְךָ לֹא תִזְרָע וְכַרְמְךָ לֹא תִזְמֹר

But the seventh year shall be a complete rest … a שַׁבָּת for Hashem; 
your field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune 
.(וַיִּקְרָא כה:ד)

 בָּרְכוּ ה׳ מַלְאָכָיו, גִּבֹּרֵי כֹחַ עֹשֵׂי דְבָרוֹ, לִשְׁמֹעַ … דְּבָרוֹ )תְּהִלִים קג׃כ(.

R' Yitzchak Nafcha said: This refers to those who observe שְׁמִיטָה 
… This man sees his field lie fallow, his vineyard lie fallow — and he 
accepts all this in silence! Can there be a more powerful warrior 
than he? (יַלְקוּט שִׁמְעוֹנִי תְּהִלִים תת״ס).

The תּוֹרָה refers to the שְׁמִיטָה year as שַׁבָּת .שַׁבָּת לַה׳ observance bears 
testimony that הקב״ה created the world in six days and rested on the 
seventh. Furthermore, when a person refrains from work on שַׁבָּת, he 
demonstrates his belief that it is הקב״ה Who determines whether 
his efforts to earn a living during the six workdays will succeed. 
Similarly, the observance of שְׁמִיטָה proclaims that the land is הקב״ה’s 
and that it is He Who determines whether or not the farmer’s efforts 
during the other six years of the שְׁמִיטָה cycle will result in good crops.

*
Recent שְׁמִיטָה years have seen thousands of religious farmers lay 

down their plows and allow their fields to lie fallow. In a number of 
instances, farmers have clearly seen how the אֱמוּנָה, faith, which they 
demonstrated during שְׁמִיטָה brought blessing to their crops.

A new Agudath Israel מוֹשַׁב קוֹמְמִיוּת ,קִיבּוּץ, was founded in 1949. Ever 
since then, קוֹמְמִיוּת has been in the forefront of שְׁמִיטָה observance. 
The following is an excerpt from a letter by the legendary רָב of that 
settlement, R' Binyamin Mendelsohn.

“In 5717 (1957– תשי״ז) the Jewish Agency decided to plant orchards 
in a number of settlements — קוֹמְמִיוּת included. We agreed, 
but with one condition: We would keep the laws of שְׁמִיטָה in the 
 … orchard קוֹמְמִיוּת

“During the שְׁמִיטָה year 5719 (1959– תשי״ט), our orchards were kept 
in accordance with my halachic guidelines, though the Ministry 
of Agriculture representative insisted that I was endangering the 
orchard because the trees were not being taken care of properly. 
Many times I wondered how it would work out, but I found strength 
in my faith in the מִצְוָה of keeping שְׁמִיטָה, and in the merit of those 
 would הקב״ה ,whose words guided my decisions … For sure פּוֹסְקִים
stand by my side … 

“At the end of 5719, the Ministry representative told me with great 
emotion that with the exception of our orchard, all the orchards 
under his jurisdiction had been worked as usual. The end result 
was that the קוֹמְמִיוּת orchard prospered far more than all the rest. 
The representative asked me if I had an explanation for this. I told 
him that the first אֲנִי מַאֲמִין is that הקב״ה was, is, and will be in control 
of all that happens. Because we fulfilled הקב״ה’s will regarding this 
orchard, He guided our success with it … 

“The following text has been entered into the registry of the 
Government Department of Orchards: ‘The orchard of קוֹמְמִיוּת was 
not worked during the entire year of שְׁמִיטָה, and it prospered.’”

*
There is a story told by Rabbi J. Yurman שְׁלִיטָ״א about the 

Ponevezher רָב, who came to visit קוֹמְמִיוּת  .שְׁמִיטָה during קִיבּוּץ 
At the time, קוֹמְמִיוּת was the only קִיבּוּץ that observed שְׁמִיטָה in 
 he was overcome ,קִיבּוּץ entered the רָב As the Ponevezher .אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל
with emotion. Running over to the nearest tree, he threw his arms 
around it, and amidst tears of joy, was heard saying, “גוּט שַׁבָּת!*” over 
and over again!

*The שְׁמִיטָה year parallels the שַׁבָּת, whose major function is also to remind 
us that הקב״ה created the world — and ultimately controls His world.

ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ז׳ סעיף י״ג

*The yeshiva kitchen was broken into on Thursday night for the third 
week in a row. The רֹאשׁ יְשִׁיבָה was advised by the head of the board 
of directors to have a small spy camera installed. The camera was 
installed by an 'electrician' and no one in the יְשִׁיבָה was informed. 
On the following Thursday night, the kitchen was 'raided.' The ׁרֹאש 
 asked if he could view the video privately. He watched it and יְשִׁיבָה
recognized the culprits.  

Why might the רֹאשׁ יְשִׁיבָה have wanted to review the video privately?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	 How does the שׁוֹפָר-blowing on יוֹם כִּפּוּר of יוֹבֵל differ from the 
?of any year רֹאשׁ הַשָׁנָה blowing on-שׂוֹפָר

2.	Why does the evaluation of a man who is 60+ years old 
diminish more than that of a woman who is 60+ years old?

 throughout the land; on שׁבּת supersedes יוֹבֵל of יוֹם כּפּוּר blowing on-שׁוֹפָר	.1
.(ד״ה בּיוֹם הַכּפּרִים – 25:9) בּית דִין only in שׁבּת it supersedes ,רֹאשׁ הַשׁנָה

2.	The expression [סָבָא בּבֵיתָא פּחָא בּבֵיתָא סָבְתָא בּבֵיתָא סִימָא בּבֵיתָא] of חַזַ״ל implies 
that an older man is more burdensome than an older woman and 
therefore loses more of his value (…27:7 – ד״ה וְאִם מִבּן).

1.	 There is a מִנְהָג to stay up the night of שָׁבוּעוֹת and learn תּוֹרָה or 
say תִּקּוּן. This is to rectify כְּלַל יִשְׂרָאֵל’s mistake of oversleeping 
the night prior to ד׳) מַתַּן תּוֹרָה had to awaken them to receive 
the תּוֹרָה). 

2.	  The זַ״ל  guarantees a special protection for the אַרִ״י 
rest of the year for those who stay up the whole night of 
 Halacha.תּוֹרָה learning שָׁבוּעוֹת

Corner
מָא:    עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ

ת ב�וּע�וֹ שָׁ

Answer : There may be many reasons; however, one reason is that the הַלָכוֹת of לָשׁוֹן הָרָע still 
apply. One must not cause damage to anyone based only on the word of the aggrieved party. 
In this case, the רֹאשׁ יְשׁיבָה intended to first confront the culprits for an explanation before 
involving other people.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

Story adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

 אַקְדָּמוּת מִלִּין…
In introduction to the Words…

 is written as a poem with the message אַקְדָּמוּת
to awaken every Jew to love ד׳ and to study 
His תּוֹרָה. Each line has exactly ten syllables 
to remind us of the importance of the עֲשֶׂרֶת 
 Ten Commandments, which is a focal ,הַדִּבְּרוֹת
point of the entire תּוֹרָה. Each line ends with 
the letters תא, the last and first letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet, to teach us that the cycle 
of תּוֹרָה learning never finishes — as soon 
as one completes a סֵדֶר, one must begin 
studying again. There are exactly ninety lines 
in אַקְדָּמוּת. The number ninety is the גִּימַטְרִיָּה of 
 which represents) מַיִם and (ד׳ referring to) מֶלֶךְ
הַיְהוּדִי and (תּוֹרָה  referring to the unity) הָאָדָם 
of יִשְׂרָאֵל וְאוֹרַײְתָא The message is .(כְּלַל  יִשְׂרָאֵל 
 the Jewish nation is — וְקוּדְשָׁא בְּרִיךְ הוּא חַד הוּא
one with ד׳ and His תּוֹרָה.

"Why did the רָב have to 
reconsider whether to sign 
the letter?" asked someone 
standing close by. "Wasn't the 
 involved in writing the letter רָב
to begin with?"

"Yes, I was," responded R' 
Bengis, "but I just reread the 
letter and noticed that one רָב 
had added the phrase הַחוֹתֵם 
 who signs with tears, at ,בְּדֶּמַע
the end. Until now, I had never 
shed tears over the situation. 
Therefore, before signing, I 
sat down to contemplate the 
tragic situation of girls going to 
the army and only then, when 
tears came to my eyes, was I 
able to sign."

My תַּלְמִיד, our level of 
honesty goes hand in hand 
with our level of יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם. R' 
Bengis’s sensitivity to being 
precise in his wording on a 
 did not just reveal his קוֹל קוֹרֵא
impeccable honesty, it gives 
us a glimpse into the depth of 
his great יִרְאַת שָׁמַיִם!

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ!

רֶבִּי Your ,בְּיְדִידוּת

Based on excerpts from an article in Yated

Dear Talmid,
In 1951, much to the 

concern of the frum 
community, the Israeli government 
decided to draft women into its 
army. The רַבָּנִים in יְרוּשָׁלַיִם and בְּנֵי בְּרַק 
immediately issued a פְּסַק that, no 
matter what the circumstances, 
no frum girl should enter the army. 
A committee of רַבָּנִים, among 
them R' Zelig Reuven Bengis זַצַ״ל, 
the רָב of the עֵדָה חַרֵידִית in יְרוּשָׁלַיִם, 
immediately drew up a letter to 
the government to protest the 
proposed draft.

The letter was completed and 
sent to the most prominent רַבָּנִים of 
the day to obtain their signatures. 
Afterwards, it was returned to R' 
Bengis, who had not yet signed it.

R' Bengis quickly scanned the 
page, pen in hand. Suddenly, 
he put his pen down, closed his 
eyes, and began to rock back 
and forth, his forehead creased in 
concentration.

Several minutes later, R' Bengis 
sighed heavily and his eyes filled 
with tears. Then he picked up the 
pen and signed the letter with 
great care.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

It was not just R' Bengis’s genius that endeared him to his רֶבִּי, 
the זַצַ״ל ,נְצִי״ב בּעֶרלִין  יְהוּדָה  צְבִי  נַפְתָּלִי   ,תַּלְמִיד who referred to his ,ר׳ 
זַצַ״ל בּעֶנגִיס  רְאוּבֵן  זעֶלִיג   ,would say נְצִי״ב The ’.שַׁ״ס as a ‘living ,ר׳ 

 ,הַתְמָדָה With just his — "מִיט בּלוֹיז זײַן הַתְמָדָה, עֶר װעֶט װעֶרן אַ תַּלְמִיד חָכָם“
diligence in תּוֹרָה, he will become a חָכָם זײַן — תַּלְמִיד  בּלוֹיז  מִיט    אוּן 

 ”!גָּאוֹן and with just his brains he is already a — קפּאָ, אִיז עֶר שׁוֹין אַ גָּאוֹן!
The נְצִי״ב had prophetically foreseen, “One day R' Bengis will be the 
‘apple of the eye’ of the תּוֹרָה world!”

 Source: Yated  
*Goal: Teaching Yiddish with a meaningful lesson 

The International Pirchei 
Erev Shabbos Learning 
Program

The contest: During the weeks 
leading up to הַתּוֹרָה  and until קַבָּלַת 
פָּרָשַׁת קֹרַח  learn at least one hour ,שַׁבָּת 
before מִנְחָה every שַׁבָּת  in either ,עֶרֶב 
your יְשִׁיבָה or local ׁבֵּית מִדְרָש. Each week 
that you learn for an hour or more will 
be considered another entry into the 
raffle.

The contest’s basic rules: There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn and you can 
even review your ּתַּרְגּו וְאֶחָד  מִקְרָא  שְׁנַיִם 
 However, if you can arrange for a .ם
group, and you have a שִׁעוּר to learn 
 ,קִדּוּשַׁת שַׁבָּת especially about ,הִלְכוֹת שַׁבָּת
you will receive an extra chance in the 
raffle each week that there is a group 
with a שִׁעוּר. This contest is open for all 
ages up to 12th Grade. 

If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your faxes 
signed by a parent by Monday 2:00 
pm to 718 506 9633. Please include 
your name, grade, יְשִׁיבָה, city and 
state. Please include your contact 
and fax number and your name will 
be entered into another drawing for a 
beautiful set of מִקְרָאוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָשִׁים!

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

UnderstandingDavening
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Similar to his prestigious predecessors, R’ Moshe 
Soloveitchik’s home was open to all sorts of 

visitors and callers, day and night.

The call was from a distraught father 
whose son had just passed away in one 

of the local hospitals in Zurich.

With patience he consoled the distraught 
man and offered his sage advice.

Rav Moshe consoled the man and 
eventually ended the conversation...

R’ Moshe discussed his concern with his wife 
and they decided to visit the man in his time 

of need. R’ Moshe then realized-

Nevertheless, Rav Moshe and his wife left their home 
and walked through the deserted streets of Zurich 
in the early-morning hours searching for the right 

hospital in order to comfort the gentleman.
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Rabbi Moshe was born in Brisk, Ukraine, to R’ Yisroel Gershon and his wife. His 
grandfather, R’ Chaim Soloveitchik, was his Sandek. He first learned under R’ Moshe 
Sokolovsky and then went to learn under R’ Baruch Ber Leibowitz. In 1935 he fled to 
Switzerland and continued on to Eretz Israel. There he learned in the Lomza Yeshiva 
and was close to the חזון איש. In 1949 he returned to Switzerland and married the 
daughter of R’ Neuman of Lugano and established the Lugano yeshiva. He later moved 
to Lucerne and joined the yeshiva there. In 1963 he settled in Zurich. He was also head 
of the spiritual resurgence in Russia and founded a yeshiva in Moscow. Many talmidim 
later enrolled in the largest yeshivos in Eretz Israel. He was a leader of European 

Orthodox Jewry, and thousands consulted with him day and night.

Hello? Whom do I 
have the honor to 

be speaking to?

It’s four 
o’clock in the 

morning...

He must be 
alone. Perhaps I 
should go to the 

hospital...

Oy!... Oy! A yid 
needs assistance! 
I wonder who that 

could be?

-Oh, no! I didn’t 
ask him which 

hospital he is in...

Yes, Yes, you should now focus on the 
arrangements… it is important that you do not 

hesitate to ask for help. Neighbors and friends will 
be looking to help with other tasks too. Take them 
up on offers to provide meals…hmm! you are right, 
but the minhag is to do the kriah at the levaya or 

bais olam…

We must 
try - that is our 

mitzvah. Let Hashem 
decide if we have 

the zechus to 
complete it!

RING!

RING!
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