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בס״ד

R' Elya Svei ַזַצ״ל was the ּתֹוָרה leader and 
ַהְמַדְּבִרים  world in the ּתֹוָרה of the רֹאׁש 
U.S.A. for decades. When referring to  
R' Elya, ַזַצ״ל ַמן ַׁש״ְך  ְמַנֵחם  ֶאְלָעָזר   would ר׳ 
say, “America rests on his shoulders.” 
Every moment was precious to R' Elya. 
Yet when it came to helping a fellow 
Jew, he paid a personal visit to a doctor 
on behalf of a Yid who had a serious 
medical issue. R' Elya explained that he had to see 
the expression on the doctor’s face before he could 
offer advice to the patient! 

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah  (with kind permission from R’ Scheinbaum) 

ַוִּיְקָרא ֶאל מֶֹׁשה …

And He called to (ַוִּיְקָרא א:א) … מֶֹׁשה.

ַוִּיְקָרא  in ְפקּוֵדי and ַוַּיְקֵהל of ַּפְרִׁשיֹות follows directly after the ָּפָרַׁשת 
which the ּתֹוָרה details the construction of the ִּמְׁשָּכן and all its ֵּכִלים.

 use the following parable to explain the reason why these ַחַז״ל
 are juxtaposed: A king once ordered his faithful servant to ַּפְרִׁשיֹות
build a palace for him. The servant carried out the king’s order 
in a unique manner. He wrote the king’s name on everything he 
built. On every brick, every piece of wood, every piece of metal, 
wherever one would look, he would see the king’s name. When 
the palace was completed, the king entered and was amazed 
that everywhere he went, everywhere he gazed, he saw that his 
faithful servant had engraved the king’s name.

 He said, “My servant has honored me so. How can I remain 
inside the palace, while my dear servant remains outside?” He 
immediately summoned his servant to enter and visit with him. 
Likewise ד׳ instructed מֶֹׁשה to construct a Sanctuary for Him. 
Every component of the ִּמְׁשָּכן, the ּתֹוָרה writes, was executed 
 did מֶֹׁשה Everything that .מֶֹׁשה commanded ד׳ as ,ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִצָוה ד׳ ֶאת מֶֹׁשה
had ד׳’s Name on it. Such respect warrants a reward. Why should 
the servant, מֶֹׁשה, remain outside? So ד׳ called to him, “מֶֹׁשה, enter 
the Sanctuary that you built in My Name.”

When מֶֹׁשה built the ִּמְׁשָּכן, not only the sacrifices had to be holy. 
Every aspect of the ִּמְׁשָּכן, the walls, beams, stones — everything 
— had to bear ד׳’s Name on it. Otherwise, its sanctity would be 
incomplete. When ד׳ saw that even the very foundation had been 
consecrated, He invited מֶֹׁשה inside.

This same concept applies to teaching ּתֹוָרה as well. ֲחַז״ל tell us 
that R' Chiya would sow flax seed; when it was grown he would 
weave nets out of it in order to trap deer. He slaughtered the deer, 
fed the meat to orphans, and prepared scrolls of parchment from 
the hides. He then wrote the five חּוָמִׁשים on this parchment and 
would go to towns where there were no teachers, to teach ּתֹוָרה 
to the children from these scrolls. 

R' Aharon Kotler ַזַצ״ל questioned the need for R' Chiya to prepare 
the parchment himself. Why did R' Chiya have to go through the 
entire process, from planting the flax to writing the חּוָמׁש?

He explains that the best guarantee of success is to do every 
single thing, from start to finish, ְלֵׁשם ָׁשַמִים, for the sake of Heaven. 
Only that which is done completely for the sake of Heaven is free 
of any impurity. The markings that ד׳ saw written everywhere on 
the ִּמְׁשָּכן had been ָׁשַמִים  for the sake of Heaven. Whatever ,ְלֵׁשם 
is done ְלֵׁשם ָׁשַמִים, for the sake of Heaven, will bear fruit and will 
endure forever.

Mazel Tov to Chevra “2 Mishnas A Day” 
on their Siyum Seder Nashim
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R' Eliyahu Svei ַזַצ״ל, son of R' Shmuel Leib (a ַּתְלִמיד 
 and Malka, was born in (ַזַצ״ל of R' Boruch Ber ֻמְבָהק
Slabodka, Lithuania. As a young boy, he studied at the 

Slabodka ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה. Before his ַּבר ִמְצָוה, just prior to WWII, his family 
escaped to the United States, where he first learned in ְיִׁשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ְוַדַעת. 
Later on, he became a ַּתְלִמיד ֻמְבָהק of ר׳ ַאֲהרֹן Kotler ַזַצ״ל. He continued 
his learning in ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל and was a ַחְברּוָתא of ר׳ ָנחּום Partzovitz ַזַצ״ל. He 
returned to the United States where he married ְדבֹוָרה, the daughter of 
 רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה In the 1950s, he became .רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיַבת ִמיר ,Kalmanovitz ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם
of ְיִׁשיַבת Philadelphia, a position he held for 52 years. His ָׁשַמִים  ,ִיְרַאת 
 ,מֹוֶעֶצת ְּגדֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה were legendary. As a leader of the ִׁשעּוִרים and ַהְתָמָדה
he successfully fought many battles to protect ַמסֹוֶרת ֲאבֹוֵתינּו. 
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ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ז׳ סעיף ד׳

*Yanki had been a popular boy in the class until he left in 6th grade, 
when his family relocated to another city. He was not as well liked by 
his new classmates. Whenever he met someone from his hometown, 
he would ask about his old buddies. On one such occasion, he met Eli, 
Gad and Dov and the four of them reminisced about each boy. Eli told 
Yanki that, unfortunately, Ari was not in ְיִׁשיָבה because he really was not 
learning and was now drifting.   

Is Yanki permitted to repeat Eli's report about Ari to his friends?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Why does the ּתֹוָרה not use the word ַהּקֶֹדׁש regarding the 
 when discussing an inadvertent sin committed by all of ָּפרֶֹכת
 ?ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל

2. Why would the word ֲאֶׁשר — when, in ֲאֶׁשר ָנִׂשיא ֶיֱחָטא, be related to 
?fortunate — ַאְׁשֵרי

1. When ּכַלל ִיׂשָרֵאל sins, the ְקדּוָׁשה of ה׳ is diminished in this world. 
However, if an individual sins, even an individual as great a ּכֵֹהן ּגדֹול, the 
.(4:17 – ד״ה ֵאת ּפֵני ַהּפרֶֹכת) is not affected ה׳ of ְקדּוָׁשה

2. Any generation whose leader seeks atonement for “unintentional” 
sins is fortunate, for he will surely repent his intentional sins 
.(4:22 – ד״ה ֲאׁשר ָנׂשיא)

A Remarkable Story of FaithLiving   Torahwith 
the

Story adapted from: Look Up and Dream (Robert Rietti)

1. One may not speak between the ְּבָרָכה and the start of the ְּבִדיָקה. If one did speak, he must repeat the ְּבָרָכה.
2. During the ְּבִדיָקה, one may only speak about something relating to the ְּבִדיָקה itself. If one did speak during the ְּבִדיָקה (about 

an unrelated topic), one does not make another ְּבָרָכה.
Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:    ִעְנָיֵני ְדי�ֹו
ַסח -  ת ֶעֶרב ּפֶ ִהְלכ�ֹו

ִדיַקת ָחֵמץ ּבְ

Answer : Even though the derogatory report was related in the presence of three people, 
Yanki must not accept Eli's report as the absolute truth and certainly may not repeat it to his 
friends. If Yanki believed Eli's story without first verifying the facts, he would be guilty of being 
.ְמַקּבל ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע

ְוִאם ִמן ָהעֹוף עָֹלה ָקְרָּבנֹו … ִמן ַהּתִֹרים אֹו ִמן ְּבֵני ַהּיֹוָנה…

If one’s burnt offering is a bird … a turtledove or a young pigeon 
(ַוִּיְקָרא א:יד) …

 Each breed of animals that was chosen for the ָקְרָּבנֹות, sacrifices, 
had an important message. The ִמְדָרׁש in ָּפָרַׁשת ַוִּיְקָרא explains that the 
sheep, goats and oxen are the natural prey of the wolf, the lion and 
the leopard respectively. ד׳ wanted us to realize that He felt close to 
those animals that are pursued and weak. The bird sacrifices were 
from turtledoves and young pigeons. These birds are unusually 
faithful and will always remain with the same mate their whole lives. 
 ,wanted us to know that He will always be faithful to His children ד׳
and we must always have faith in Him.

*
In 1948, Rabbi Smith, a resident of Chicago, traveled to Palestine 

by boat. On the boat, he met Mrs. Shoshana Szokoll, a sprightly 
woman of 91. Rabbi Smith learned that she, too, was from Chicago 
and asked her about her destination.

She replied, “ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל. Where else?”

“But where in ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל?”

“I don’t know. To ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל.”

R' Smith cautioned her that she’d better think of a destination in 
Palestine or the British might send her back. Mrs. Szokoll told him 
that she had a nephew, Chaim Szokoll, in ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל but didn’t know 
where he lived. R' Smith asked her if her nephew was aware that 
she was coming. She told him that her nephew had never seen her 
before.

R' Smith looked at her in wonder. “But how will you find him?”

“I have faith in G-d.”

“But, Madam … the British are very tough on immigrants. If you are 
not expected and there’s no one to meet you, they might send you 
to a camp in Cyprus.”

“Listen, young man. I am 91 years of age — and the good L-rd has 
never failed me yet. He’ll look after me.”

One cannot argue with such simple, honest faith. R' Smith held 
his peace.

When the ship docked, a group of soldiers came on board with 
fixed bayonets. Everyone was ordered to have their papers ready 
and alight one at a time as their name was called out.

When R' Smith’s name was called, he made his way down the 
gangplank. Concerned for Mrs. Szokoll, he glanced back, but the 
soldier prodded him on.

On the ground, a young man approached him. “Rabbi Smith? 
I heard your name called out. I’m a newspaper reporter and my 
boss sent me to interview you.”

“Not here, young man, with a bayonet at my back. Give me your 
phone number. I’ll ring you when I get to my hotel.”

“Here,” said the reporter and handed Rabbi Smith a paper. Rabbi 
Smith glanced at the piece of paper and read the name Szokoll.

“Is your first name Chaim, by any chance?”

“Yes. How did you know?”

“Do you have an aunt living in Chicago?”

“I think so, but she must be quite old and infirm. I don’t even know 
that she’s still alive.”

“She is very much alive — in fact, she will be following down this 
gangplank any minute now.”

At that moment, the loudspeaker announced the name of the 
next passenger. Aided by a helpful soldier, Mrs. Shoshana Szokoll 
stepped off the boat — right in front of her astonished nephew 
Chaim Szokoll. Looking in the direction of Rabbi Smith, she smiled 
and called out: “I told you He wouldn’t fail me!”

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the



An edited selection of יֹוְצרֹות
מּוָסף ְלָּפָרַׁשת ַהחֶֹדׁש

 There are 4 New Years in … ַאְרָּבָעה ָראֵׁשי ָׁשִנים
every Jewish calendar year [See: 1st ִמְׁשָנה in 
 ֵּבית) א׳ ְׁשַבט and א׳ ִּתְׁשֵרי ,א׳ ֶאלּול ,א׳ ִניָסן :רֹאׁש ַהָׁשָנה
 is considered ִניָסן .[(ֵּבית ִהֵלל) ט״ו ְׁשַבט or (ַׁשַּמאי
the first of the months even though the 
calendar year starts in ִּתְׁשֵרי.

ַּבָּׁשָנה ְּתקּופֹות   :There are 4 seasons … ַאְרָּבָעה 
spring, summer, autumn and winter. ִניָסן 
is considered the first season, for it is the 
month when the first rays of the sun shone 
onto the world.

ְּכַבַּמֲחֶזה ְפָרִקים   There are 4 times … ַאְרָּבָעה 
during the year that the world is judged. 
[See: 2nd ִמְׁשָנה in רֹאׁש ַהָׁשָנה: on ֶּפַסח the world 
is judged for grain; on ְׁשבּועֹות, for fruits; on 
ַהָׁשָנה  the deeds of the people are ,רֹאׁש 
judged; on סּוּכֹות, for water.] ִניָסן is the first 
judgment.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

A few weeks later, the family 
received a beautiful letter from 
one of the nurses that read:

"My name is Jodi Campanella, 
and I am a nurse in the High 
Risk Nursery at Hodges 
Hospital where your son had an 
extended stay years ago… While 
at orientation, I heard all about 
your son and your wonderful 
family… A few weeks ago, I had 
the pleasure of meeting you 
when you brought an invitation 
to the bar mitzvah along with 
a letter that you had written 
about our staff. It touched my 
heart. You reminded me of 
why I became a nurse in the 
intensive care unit… Candy and 
flowers are a nice sentiment, 
but what you and your family 
do is something that helps us 
make it through the rough days. 
My most sincere thanks, Jodi C., 
RN."

My ַּתְלִמיד, showing gratitude 
does not have to be with lavish 
gifts. A sincere letter or a kind 
gesture is far more everlasting! 

!ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

Source: Based on article in Yated Ne’eman 
(with kind permission from publisher)

Dear Talmid,
A ַּתְלִמיד of R' Elya Svei ַזַצ״ל 

had a child after 7 years of 
marriage. His wife gave birth to a 
little boy who was born prematurely 
and weighed just close to three 
pounds. The baby was placed in 
the High Risk Unit of the Hodges 
Hospital, Milwaukee.

After 2½ months, the family was 
told that their son was well enough 
to be taken home. The ַּתְלִמיד wanted 
to buy the nurses a gift, but was not 
sure what would be appropriated. 
He called his רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה, R' Elya Svei, 
for advice. He was taken aback 
when the רֹאׁש ְיִׁשיָבה said, "Don't buy 
a gift! Of course you should show 
your appreciation. My advice is: 
every year on the child's birthday 
bring him back to visit the unit!"

That is exactly what the family did 
for the first six years. Over the next 
few years there was always another 
reason for not going back. However, 
the year of their son's ִמְצָוה  he ,ַּבר 
came with a ִמְצָוה  invitation and ַּבר 
handed it to the head nurse along 
with a warm letter of gratitude. He 
thanked everyone profusely for 
what they had done years earlier 
and brought a special cake for 
the staff.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

 would write about ּתֹוָרה known that the ַאֲהרֹן tell us: Had ֲחַז״ל
his happy, selfless greeting to מֶֹׁשה, he would have behaved 
differently. R' Elya Svei ַזַצ״ל explained this was not just a show. 
דֶער ִדינֶען  צּו  דֶערלֹויּבט  זֶענט  ִאיר  ּבַײׁשִּפיל,  זֵײֶער  ִװי  ִדיר  נּוצן  מֶענטׁשן   ”װֶען 
 When people use you as their – ּבַאׁשֶעפֶער אֹויף ַא הֶעכֶערֶע ַמְדֵרָגה!
example, you may serve ד׳ on a higher level [than the one on 
which you really are]!”

 
Heard from R' Yaakov Weinfeld שליט״א

contest ִהְלכֹות ַחג ְּבַחג
The ַרָמ״א writes in ִהְלכֹות ְמִגָּלה תרצ״ה ִסיָמן א׳ that 
it is a beautiful idea that one should begin 
the ְסעּוַדת ּפּוִרים by learning ּתֹוָרה. He explains 
that this ִמְנָהג is hinted at in the words 
ְוִׂשְמָחה אֹוָרה  ָהְיָתה   the Jews had – ַלְּיהּוִדים 
light and rejoicing; the word אֹוָרה, light, is a 
reference to the spiritual light of ּתֹוָרה. Based 
on this ַרָמ״א, many have the custom to start 
their ְסעּוַדת ּפּוִרים with one of the ֲהָלכֹות of ֶּפַסח. 
 and there ֶּפַסח is exactly 30 days before ּפּוִרים
is a ֲהָלָכה ְלמֶֹׁשה ֵמִסיַני to start learning ִהְלכֹות יו״ט 
thirty days before the יֹום טֹוב. 

With this in mind, we have chosen the next 
international contest of the Pirchei Agudas 
Yisroel of America Newsletter: the learning 
of one ֲהָלָכה in ֶּפַסח ָערּוְך in ִהְלכֹות  ֻׁשְלָחן   ִקצּור 
every day until ֶּפַסח. 

The 3 ִסיָמִנים that are practical for most of 
us and have 26 ְסִעיִפים are: ק״ז  ִהְלכֹות) ִסיָמן 

ִהְלכֹות ַהָכַנת ַהֵסֶדר) ִסיָמן קי״ח ,(חֶֹדׁש ִניָסן ּובֹו ג׳ ְסִעיִפים

ִהְלכֹות ֵסֶדר ֵליל ֵסֶדר) ִסיָמן קי״ט and (ּובֹו י״א ְסִעיִפים

 .(ּובֹו י״ב ְסִעיִפים

If you are interested in joining this special 
program this year and of course will 
continue to אי״ה review the weekly ָּפָרָׁשה 
as per your grade level, please send a fax 
every week signed by a parent to 718 506 
9633 – include your grade, name, school, 
city & state, and your contact number and 
fax number. Your name will be entered into 
a raffle to win a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות 

.ֶּפַסח after חּוָמִׁשים

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

This Week in History



It was the first erev Shabbos after the passing of 
Rebbetzin Bluma Dessler and a few of R’ Dessler’s 

close talmidim were setting the Shabbos table.

At the Friday night meal…

On my first Shabbos in Bnei Brak, I decided to made 
Kiddush on the larger kos because this is city where the 
Chazon Ish is the Rov and he holds of a bigger shiur for 

the kos. My wife A”H respectfully disagreed.

Rebbe used this 
small Kos all the 
years, why did he 

change now?

He looks perplexed. 
I’ll explain to him at 

the seudah.

All the years in Bnei 
Brak I used the becher that 
my wife A”H preferred, but 

after her passing I now have 
the responsibility to show my 
respect to the Chazon Ish’s 

opinion.

Thank you, but 
please put that small 
kos away and use this 

larger one.

I would prefer the 
small kos. it means so much 

to me, and if it was good enough 
for R’ Yisroel Salanter and R’ 
Chaim Ozer…it’s good enough 

for us!

כ“ד טבת   1953 - 1892   5713 - 5652

Here is 
the challah 

cover...

Ah! I see the leichter 
(candlesticks) and 

Rebbi’s kos (Kiddush cup). 
Can you please take them 

out too…

Let me share with you why 
I requested the larger Kos. The small 

kos that I have used until now was a wedding 
gift from R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, who had 

received it from his wife’s grandfather R’ 
Yisroel Salanter…I used it for years until 

I moved to Bnei Brak.

R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זצ״ל, born in Libau, Latvia, was the son of R’ Reuven Dov 
Dessler, a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Simcha Zissel זצ״ל of Kelm. His mother was a granddaughter 
of R’ Yisrael Salanter זצ״ל and a niece of R’ Chaim Ozer זצ״ל. After learning at Kelm, 
he married R’ Simcha Zissel’s granddaughter. During the Bolshevik revolution, in 1927, 
he moved to London. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead Kollel. In 1948, at the request 
of the רב of Ponevezh, R’ Yosef Kahaneman זצ״ל, he emigrated to ארץ ישראל to become 
a משגיח in the Ponevezh Yeshiva. Many of his shmuessen and thoughts are collected in
 were printed in ש״ס on חּדּושים A compilation of some of his .(six volumes) מכתב מאליהּו

.חּדּושי ר׳ אליהּו אליעזר על הש״ס
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One hot summer day R’ Mendel Kaplan 
went together with his older daughter to 

visit his mother on the lower east side.

After a few minutes the daughter came upstairs.

The next week, a jubilant R’ Mendel came home 
later than usual on Friday afternoon.

After the visit with his mother R’ Mendel 
drove around the neighborhood for 
a long time looking for the kind man 

who had put a dime in the meter.

I went driving around the lower east 
side just to look for the kind man who 
had put in a dime in the meter. I finally 
found him and gave him a few dollars!

OK, I’ll make it 
very short and 

then come down.

What happened? 
why are you not 

waiting by the car?

Don’t rush. If it 
gets too hot I’ll 
stand outside by 

the car.

Ich hob ehm 
gefunen! I found 

him!

Tatte, Who did 
you you find?

י“ב ניסן   1985 - 1913   5745 - 5673

Oy! I don’t 
have a dime for 

the meter.

Don’t worry, 
Tatte. I’ll stay in 

the car while you go 
upstairs.

Is that him?
No, tatte, remember - 

he has three hats and is 
carrying a lot of peckalech 

(packages)!

R’ Yisrael Mendel was born in Baranovich, Poland, to Avraham and Esther Kaplan. After 
his בר מצוה, he learned under R’ Elchonon Wasserman, who assigned his son Naftali as 
a חברותה. R’ Mendel later went to Mir Yeshiva, and R’ Elchonon was his שדכן, suggesting 
Sarah Baila, the daughter of R’ Tzvi Hirsch Gutman, the מנהל of Baranovich yeshiva. 
In 1939, he first escaped to Vilna and and then with great miracles he traveled to 
Shanghai, Japan. After WWII he immigrated to Chicago, IL, and joined his brother, R’ 
Hertzl, as a רבי in Beis Midrash LaTorah. In 1965, he moved to New York and joined 
Philadelphia Yeshiva. He was a גאון  in learning, in bridging his אהבת התורה  and
 קידושין on שיעורים His classic .תלמידים and left an indelible impact on all his ,אהבת הבריות

were printed in נתיבי ים.

Tatte, while I 
was waiting a man 

dressed like a beggar 
with two coats and 

three hats walked past 
the meter. He noticed 
that it had expired so 

he put in a dime!
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