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בס״ד

זַצַ״ל בֶּנְגִיס  רְאוּבֵן  זֶלִיג   the well-known ,ר׳ 
גָּדוֹל דִּין and יְרוּשַׁלְמִי  בֵּית   was once ,אַב 
visited by a יַעֲקֹב ,יוּנגעֶרמאַן יִשְׂרָאֵל   ר׳ 
Fisher זַצַ״ל. To the shock and 
surprise of the עוֹלָם, the גָּדוֹל of 
 stood up! After the visitor יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
departed, the גַּבַּאי questioned why 
he was worthy of such an honor. R' 
Bengis smiled and said, “A יוּנגעֶרמאַן who 
learned every single ר״ש in נְגָעִים and אֹהָלוֹת is 
worthy of this honor.”

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: ספר אור גדליהו 

זֹאת חֻקַּת הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁר צִוָּה ד׳ … 

This is the statute of the תּוֹרָה, which ד׳ commanded …     
ר יט:א) .(בַּמִדְבִָּ
The word חֻקָּה, decree, describes a מִצְוָה that cannot be 

understood by way of human logic. The חֻקָּה that follows is 
the very mystifying מִצְוֹת surrounding אֲדֻמָּה  .the red cow ,פָּרָה 
One of the most intriguing laws of the פָּרָה אֲדֻמָּה is that the טָמֵא, 
spiritually unclean, person becomes טָהוֹר, spiritually purified, 
using its ashes, and the person who carries the חַטָּאת  מֵי 
becomes טָמֵא.
Many מְפָרְשִׁים ask about the introductory words of חֻקַּת זֹאת 

 ,פֶּסַח of מִצְוֹת In teaching the .תּוֹרָה This is the statute of the ,הַתּוֹרָה
the תּוֹרָה introduces the מִצְוֹת with the words זֹאת חֻקַּת הַפֶּסַח, this 
is the statute regarding the פֶּסַח. Logically, it follows that the 
 חֻקַּת the statute regarding the cow or ,חֻקַּת הַפָּרָה should use תּוֹרָה
 the statute regarding becoming pure. The expression ,הַטָהֳרָה
of הַתּוֹרָה חֻקַּת   refers to the whole מִצְוָה indicates that this זֹאת 
אֲדֻמָּה What connection do the laws of .תּוֹרָה  have to the פָּרָה 
entire תּוֹרָה?
R' Gedaliah Schorr זַצַ״ל answers this by explaining the unusual 

wording of תַּרְיַ״ג מִצְוֹת הַתְּלוּײִם בָּה, the 613 מִצְוֹת that are dependent 
on this [מִצְוָה], recited in the לְשֵׁם יִחוּד before performing a מִצְוָה. 

Every מִצְוָה has a lesson or purpose that is applicable in some 
way to the rest of the 613 מִצְוֹת. For instance, מַצָה, as we know, 
must be made quickly, so that the dough does not rise and 
become חַזַ״ל .חָמֵץ tell us: כְּדֶרֶךְ שֶׁאֵין מַחֲמִיצִין עַל הַמַצוֹת כַּךְ אֵין מַחֲמִיצִין 
 should not become מַצוֹת just as we rush so that the – עַל הַמִצְוֹת
 are חַזַ״ל .מִצְוֹת so must we move quickly to perform all ,חָמֵץ
teaching us that the lesson of זְרִיזוּת, diligence and speed, is 
the lesson of מַצָה, but it has an important application for all 
other מִצְוֹת as well.
The מִצְוָה of אֲדֻמָּה הַמֶלֶךְ .חֹק is the greatest פָּרָה   the ,שְׁלֹמֹה 

wisest of all men, could not understand the meaning of the 
laws surrounding this מִצְוָה. The lesson of פָּרָה אֲדֻמָּה is that we 
are performing ד׳’s commandment even though we don’t 
understand it. This message is applicable to the rest of the 613 
 ,that seem quite logical מִצְוֹת Although there are many .מִצְוֹת
there is a level in every מִצְוָה that is above our understanding.
The words זֹאת חֻקַּת הַתּוֹרָה mean that the מִצְוָה of פָּרָה אֲדֻמָּה is the 

 that applies to the rest of חֹק that teaches the lesson of מִצְוָה
the תּוֹרָה. We must always remember the lesson from the פָּרָה 
 .that we don’t understand מִצְוָה there is a level in every :אֲדֻמָּה
Nevertheless, we must perform the מִצְוָה simply because it is 
the Will of ד׳.
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R' Yisroel Yaakov Fischer זַצַ״ל was born in יְרוּשָׁלַיִם to 
R' Aharon, son of R' Shlomo (דִּין בֵּית   ,of Karlsburg אַב 
Hungary, and author of שְׁלֹמֹה לַחְמִי and נֵרוֹת   and (קָרְבָּנִי 

Devora. By the age of 6 he was learning גְּמָרָא; from 7 years old he 
always davened וָתִיקִין. As a teenager, he learned at עֵץ חַיִּים as a חַבְרוּתָא 
of R' Isser Zalman זַצַ״ל. At 18, he received סְמִיכָה from R' Zelig Reuven 
Bengis. In 1961, ר׳ פִּנְחָס Epstein chose him to be מוֹרֶה הוֹרָאָה in the עֵדָה 
 ,In 1963 .יְשִׁיבַת עֵץ חַיִּים of רֹאשׁ יְשִׁיבָה At the same time, he became .הַחֲרֵדִית
he was appointed רָב of the זִכְרוֹן מֹשֶׁה shul, a position he held for 40 
years. Upon the Satmar Rebbe’s advice, ר׳ יִצְחָק יַעֲקֹב Weiss selected 
him as a member of the בֵּית דִּין of the עֵדָה הַחֲרֵדִית in '74. Upon ר׳ מֹשֶׁה אַרְיֵה 
Freund’s פְּטִירָה in 1989, he became אַב בֵּית דִּין. 
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5685 - 5763
1925 - 2003



ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ז׳ סעיף ג׳

*Unfortunately, Shlomie had to be away from home for יָמִים נוֹרָאִים. The 
best part of the year for Shlomie was the רֹאשׁ הַשָׁנָה davening of Chazan 
Kolos. Chazan Kolos had a beautiful way of adding meaning to the 
words without repeating them or doing anything improper during 
davening. When Shlomie came back home for סוּכּוֹת, he went over 
to his חֲבֵרִים to discuss the davening. The חֲבֵרִים told him that Chazan 
Kolos had been demoted from his position because of a scandal.   

May S. believe that the reason for the demotion was a scandal?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	 Why were the כְּלֵי הַמִּשְׁכָּן recorded as having been built by בְּצַלְאֵל?

2.	 With what בְּרָכָה did מֹשֶׁה bless בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל after they completed the 
?תְּפִילוֹת which is now part of our ,מִּשְׁכָּן

1.	Since בּצַלְאֵל devoted himself more than the other volunteers to building 
the מּשׁכּן, it was recorded as being built by him (37:1 – ד״ה וַיּעַשׂ בּצַלְאֵל).  

 May the pleasantness of – וִיהִי נֹעַם ה׳ אֱלֹקֵינוּ עָלֵינוּ וּמַעֲשׂי יָדֵינוּ כּוֹנְנָה עָלֵינוּ וְגוֹ׳	.2
 )תּהִלּים צ׳:י״ז( …our G-d, be upon us, our handiwork establish for us ,ה׳
.(ד״ה וַיְבָרֶךְ אֹתָם מֹשׁה– 39:43 ) תּפִילַת מוֹצָאֵי שׁבּת וּקְרִיאַת שׁמַע עַל הַמּטּה וְעוֹד

The Highest BidderLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1.	 The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the חָמֵץ from the holes and cracks.
2.	 It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight for בְּדִיקָה.
3.	 Some of the commonly overlooked areas to search for חָמֵץ include: Clothing pockets, school knapsacks, work desks, school 

lockers, etc. 

Halacha 
Corner

מָא:    עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
סַח ת פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ

Answer : Absolutely not! The fact that the derogatory report was related by more than one 
person does not make it permissible for Shlomie to accept the report as truth. If Shlomie 
believes his friends' statement, he is guilty of being מְקַבּל לָשׁוֹן הָרָע.

אֵלֶה פְּקוּדֵי הַמִשְׁכָּן מִשְׁכַּן הָעֵדוּת …

These are the reckonings of the מִשְׁכָּן, the מִשְׁכָּן of Testimony … (שְׁמוֹת 

.(לח:כא

This פַּרָשָׁה begins with a detailed listing of the amounts of gold, silver 
and copper that were contributed for the מִשְׁכָּן. This, writes R' Moshe 
Feinstein זַצַ״ל, teaches a profound lesson: Just as the artisans of the 
 had to account for their use of every ounce of material that was מִשְׁכָּן
donated for the מִשְׁכָּן, so must we be able to account for how we have 
made use of the blessings that He has bestowed upon us.

R' Moshe applies this to both time and resources. Do we devote our 
days and years to וֹתּרָה and מִצְוֹת, or do we squander them on empty 
pursuits? Do we dedicate a proper amount of our money to צְדָקָה? 
These are questions that every Jew must ask himself.

*
R' Shmuel Eideles זַצַ״ל, known as the מַהַרְשָׁ״א, is best known for his 

classic commentary to the תַּלְמוּד. He was אַב בֵּית דִין of Ostrow, Poland, 
and headed the city’s renowned יְשִׁיבָה. From far and near, outstanding, 
budding scholars streamed to Ostrow to drink from the waters of the 
 outgrew its quarters, the leaders יְשִׁיבָה s teachings. When the’מַהַרְשָׁ״א
of the Jewish community decided it was time to erect a new building.

On the appointed day, the entire community gathered to lay 
the cornerstone of the new building. The privilege of laying the 
cornerstone would be sold to the highest bidder. The money pledged 
would, of course, go towards the building’s construction.

Before the bidding began, a quiet, unassuming man came to the 
treasurer/auctioneer and told him that he was prepared to pay any 
amount to win the auction, but he did not want his identity revealed. 
He instructed the treasurer to outbid on his behalf any other offer 
that was made. The cornerstone-laying was sold for 500 rubles, a 
fabulous sum. Everyone crowded around the treasurer to find out 
who had won, but the treasurer kept his word and said that the winner 

wished to remain anonymous. Later, he approached the purchaser 
discreetly and asked if he was prepared to lay the cornerstone. The 
man replied that he wished to bestow this honor upon their רַב and 
leader, the מַהַרְשָׁ״א.

The cornerstone was laid and the people went home. After 
everyone left, the מַהַרְשָׁ״א told the treasurer, “I would like very much 
to meet the צַדִיק who gave so much of his money for this מִצְוָה.” When 
the treasurer conveyed this message to the donor, he wasted no 
time in coming to the מַהַרְשָׁ״א. During their conversation, the man 

revealed that the 500 rubles were far beyond his means; he offered 

that amount because he and his wife had no children and he wanted 
the new יְשִׁיבָה to be an eternal source of merit for them. Upon hearing 
this, the מַהַרְשָׁ״א offered the man his heartfelt blessing that he and his 
wife should be blessed with a boy who would one day study in the 
new יְשִׁיבָה building.

One year later, the wife gave birth to a boy. Upon the boy’s בַּר מִצְוָה, 
his father brought him to the יְשִׁיבָה to be enrolled. Those in charge, 
however, did not want to accept such a young student. The man then 
went to the מַהַרְשָׁ״א. After hearing who the boy was, the מַהַרְשָׁ״א gave 
instructions that he be admitted into the יְשִׁיבָה.

In recording the above incident, יִצְחָק קְהִלַת   cites the Aggadic סֵפֶר 
teaching that following the dedication of the first ׁהַמִקְדָש  every ,בֵּית 
married woman in יִשְׂרָאֵל ט.) gave birth to a boy אֶרֶץ  קָטָן   He .(מוֹעֵד 
suggests that this reward is מִדָה כְּנֶגֶד מִדָה, for the primary “sanctuaries” 
of the Jewish people are the people themselves. The וֹתּרָה states 
 s use of the term’וֹתּרָה Noting the .וְעָשׂוּ לִי מִקְדָּשׁ וְשָׁכַנְתִּי בְּתוֹכָם )שְׁמוֹת נח:ח(
 the ,(מִשְׁכָּן i.e., in the) in it ,בְּתוֹכוֹ among them, as opposed to ,בְּתוֹכָם
Sages comment: בְּתוֹכָם, among them, [so that I may dwell] in each 
and every one of them (סֵדֶר עוֹלָם רַבָּה ו׳). Every Jew, through his good 
deeds, causes the שְׁכִינָה to dwell within himself. Through proper 
reckoning of one’s time and resources, a person becomes a “מִשְׁכָּן” in 
a most literal sense.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

Chofetz ChaimMoment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the



חַיָיבִים פָּרָה  וּפָּרָשַׁת  זָכוֹר  שֶׁפָּרָשַׁת  אוֹמְרִים  …יֵשׁ 
לִקְרוֹתָם מִדְאוֹרַיְתָא 

…some (רִאשׁוֹנִים) are of the opinion that the 
reading of זָכוֹר פָּרָה and פָּרָשַׁת  מִצְוָה is a פָּרָשַׁת 
 (או״ח תרפ״ה סע׳ ז) דְאוֹרַיְתָא

Many אַחֲרוֹנִים discuss the source for this 
opinion of the הַשֻׁלְחָן .רִאשׁוֹנִים תרפ״ה) עָרוּךְ   או״ח 
 on the words in the סִפְרִי learns it from a (סע׳ ז
middle of וְהָיְתָה לִבְנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל… לְחֻקַּת עוֹלָם :פַּרְשַׁת פָּרָה 
— and it shall be for the children of Yisroel … 
as an everlasting statute (בַּמִּדְבָּר יט:י). סִפְרִי adds 
 is applicable מִצְוָה that this — שֶׁתְּהֵא נוֹהֶגֶת לְדוֹרוֹת
in all generations, even when there is no בֵּית 
 זְכֹר אַל תִּשְׁכַּח :פָּסוּק Others learn it from the .הַמִּקְדָּשׁ
 Remember — אֵת אֲשֶׁר הִקְצַפְתָּ אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ בַּמִּדְבָּר…
how you angered ד׳ [with the sin of the עֵגֶל הַזָהָב, 
Golden Calf] (דְּבָרִים ט:ז). It would be improper 
to publicly read about the sin of the הַזָהָב  .עֵגֶל 
Instead, we allude to it by reading about its 
      .פָּרָה אֲדֻמָּה through the ashes of the כַּפָּרָה

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

"The  רָב  sent me to ask what 
is wrong with your telephone," 
he said, pointing to the still 
ringing machine.

The woman quickly picked 
up the phone. To her shock, 
the caller was none other than 
R' Fischer. "Don’t let people 
קאָפּ you דרײֵ  he instructed "!אַ 
her. "ְעָרוּך עָרוּךְ is שֻׁלְחָן   and ,שֻׁלְחָן 
what I פַּסְקָן is what I פַּסְקָן!" She 
breathed a sigh of relief upon 
hearing these words.

My תַּלְמִיד, R' Fischer in his 
 פּוֹסֵק as an experienced חָכְמָה
realized that if the question was 
being presented again, then 
the mourner must have been 
feeling guilty. It wasn’t enough 
for the פְּסַק to be repeated. 
The widow also needed the 
reassurance of the conviction 
of his voice, so he had to speak 
to her on the phone. It is not 
what we say that gets our 
message heard, but rather how 

it is delivered that often can 
make the real difference!

!יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ

רֶבִּי Your ,בְּיְדִידוּת

Source: Based on an article in 
 Yated Ne’eman

Dear Talmid,

A woman whose relative 
had just passed away 

approached R' Yisroel Yaakov 
Fischer זַצַ״ל with a שְׁאֵלָה about the 
 Often, situations arise in .אֲבֵלוּת
which a mourner is exempt from, 
and is not even allowed to observe, 
all the details of אֲבֵלוּת  This .הִלְכוֹת 
woman was in precisely such a 
situation. When she went to ask R' 
Fischer her שְׁאֵלָה, he ruled leniently. 
Nevertheless, the woman still felt 
uncomfortable about exempting 
herself from אֲבֵלוּת. Her anxiety only 
increased when a certain תַּלְמִיד חָכָם 
heard about the פְּסַק.

"How can you be מֵקִל?" he asked 
her indignantly. "What about 
"?כָּבוֹד הַמֵת

The woman sent her שְׁאֵלָה once 
more to R' Fischer to make sure she 
had understood him correctly. The 
messenger came back with the 
report that, yes, she had understood 
correctly, and R' Fischer still stood 
behind his ruling. A few minutes 
later, her phone began ringing, but 
she was too intent on listening to her 
messenger. Then came a knock at 
the door, and there stood R' Yisroel 
Yaakov's grandson.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

R' Yisroel Yaakov Fischer זַצַ״ל considered it his 
Heavenly mission to answer people's שְׁאֵלוֹת. He 
once had a painful infection in his leg. Someone 

suggested that perhaps he should take a temporary 
respite from his demanding schedule. He replied, 
  אִין דעֶר קֶבֶר װעֶט אִיךְ האָבּן געֶנוּג צײַט צוּ  !Heaven forbid – !חַס וְשָׁלוֹם“

”.In the grave, I will have plenty of time to rest – ​!רוּעֶן
 

Source: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission from the publisher)

contest הִלְכוֹת חַג בְּחַג
The רַמָ״א writes in הִלְכוֹת מְגִלָּה תרצ״ה סִימָן א׳ that 
it is a beautiful idea that one should begin 
the סְעוּדַת פּוּרִים by learning תּוֹרָה. He explains 
that this מִנְהָג is hinted at in the words 
וְשִׂמְחָה אוֹרָה  הָיְתָה   the Jews had – לַיְּהוּדִים 
light and rejoicing; the word אוֹרָה, light, is a 
reference to the spiritual light of תּוֹרָה. Based 
on this רַמָ״א, many have the custom to start 
their סְעוּדַת פּוּרִים with one of the הֲלָכוֹת of פֶּסַח. 
 and there פֶּסַח is exactly 30 days before פּוּרִים
is a הֲלָכָה לְמֹשֶׁה מֵסִינַי to start learning הִלְכוֹת יו״ט 
thirty days before the יוֹם טוֹב. 

With this in mind, we have chosen the next 
international contest of the Pirchei Agudas 
Yisroel of America Newsletter: the learning 
of one הֲלָכָה in פֶּסַח עָרוּךְ in הִלְכוֹת  שֻׁלְחָן   קִצוּר 
every day until פֶּסַח. 

The 3 סִימָנִים that are practical for most of 
us and have 26 סְעִיפִים are: ק״ז  הִלְכוֹת) סִימָן 

הִלְכוֹת הַכָנַת הַסֵדֶר) סִימָן קי״ח ,(חֹדֶשׁ נִיסָן וּבוֹ ג׳ סְעִיפִים

הִלְכוֹת סֵדֶר לֵיל סֵדֶר) סִימָן קי״ט and (וּבוֹ י״א סְעִיפִים

 .(וּבוֹ י״ב סְעִיפִים

If you are interested in joining this special 
program this year and of course will 
continue to אי״ה review the weekly פָּרָשָׁה 
as per your grade level, please send a fax 
every week signed by a parent to 718 506 
9633 – include your grade, name, school, 
city & state, and your contact number and 
fax number. Your name will be entered into 
a raffle to win a beautiful set of מִקְרָאוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת 

.פֶּסַח after חוּמָשִׁים

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Understanding Davening

This Week in History



It was the first erev Shabbos after the passing of 
Rebbetzin Bluma Dessler and a few of R’ Dessler’s 

close talmidim were setting the Shabbos table.

At the Friday night meal…

On my first Shabbos in Bnei Brak, I decided to made 
Kiddush on the larger kos because this is city where the 
Chazon Ish is the Rov and he holds of a bigger shiur for 

the kos. My wife A”H respectfully disagreed.

Rebbe used this 
small Kos all the 
years, why did he 

change now?

He looks perplexed. 
I’ll explain to him at 

the seudah.

All the years in Bnei 
Brak I used the becher that 
my wife A”H preferred, but 

after her passing I now have 
the responsibility to show my 
respect to the Chazon Ish’s 

opinion.

Thank you, but 
please put that small 
kos away and use this 

larger one.

I would prefer the 
small kos. it means so much 

to me, and if it was good enough 
for R’ Yisroel Salanter and R’ 
Chaim Ozer…it’s good enough 

for us!

כ“ד טבת   1953 - 1892   5713 - 5652

Here is 
the challah 

cover...

Ah! I see the leichter 
(candlesticks) and 

Rebbi’s kos (Kiddush cup). 
Can you please take them 

out too…

Let me share with you why 
I requested the larger Kos. The small 

kos that I have used until now was a wedding 
gift from R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, who had 

received it from his wife’s grandfather R’ 
Yisroel Salanter…I used it for years until 

I moved to Bnei Brak.

R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler זצ״ל, born in Libau, Latvia, was the son of R’ Reuven Dov 
Dessler, a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Simcha Zissel זצ״ל of Kelm. His mother was a granddaughter 
of R’ Yisrael Salanter זצ״ל and a niece of R’ Chaim Ozer זצ״ל. After learning at Kelm, 
he married R’ Simcha Zissel’s granddaughter. During the Bolshevik revolution, in 1927, 
he moved to London. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead Kollel. In 1948, at the request 
of the רב of Ponevezh, R’ Yosef Kahaneman זצ״ל, he emigrated to ארץ ישראל to become 
a משגיח in the Ponevezh Yeshiva. Many of his shmuessen and thoughts are collected in
 were printed in ש״ס on חדּוּשים A compilation of some of his .(six volumes) מכתב מאליהוּ

.חדּוּשי ר׳ אליהוּ אליעזר על הש״ס
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The Brisker Rav, Rav Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik 
ZT”L, suffered from ill health. On his physician’s advice, 

in 5714 (1954) he traveled to Switzerland, where he 
stayed at the home of R’ Wolf Rosengarten, zt”l.

Once, the Rav was walking 
with R’ Wolf in Zurich...

I know her family; they are meticulous in observing 
all the mitzvos. Only if she sees that I made the 
effort to come all the way to the hospital and 

hears my orders directly without any intermediary 
will she follow them...

Could you 
please direct 

me how to get to 
the Hospital that 

specializes in 
treating Polio?

I would 
like to visit the 

hospital. I know of 
a certain girl there, a 

daughter of a religious 
family. The fast of Tishah 
B’Av is approaching and 
I’m concerned she might 
fast. It is pikuach nefesh 

(a life-threatening 
issue)!

Rebbi, 
I know of the 

facility; it is very 
far from here. 

Why would Rebbi 
be interested in 
knowing how to 

get there?

Rebbi, how about 
sending a telegram 

signed by the Brisker 
Rav with Rebbi’s precise 

instructions?

you have 
good ideas, but a 

telegram is not going 
to work either. Let me 

explain...

ט’ תשרי   1959 - 1886   5730 - 5646

Rebbi, let me 
get a washing 
cup and bowl...

R’ Wolf, 
please sit down. If you 

bring me anything else I’ll leave 
immediately. My sons are with me, 

and they have the mitzvah of Kibbud 
Av. They will bring me whatever I 

need.

Let’s call a local Jew 
who lives in the area of 

the hospital to deliver the 
message in the name of 

the Brisker Rav. It’s not good 
enough... I know her 

personality; she will not 
listen to a stranger’s 

message.

R’ Yitzchok Zev זצ״ל, the Brisker Rav, was born in Volozhin, Russia, to R’ Chaim and 
Lifsha Soloveitchik. R’ Chaim was then the Rosh Yeshivah of Volozhin. At the age of 16 
R’ Yitzchok Zev (known as the גרי״ז or R’ Velvel) was a master of ש”ס with every רש”י. 
Before WW II, he was the Rav and ראשׁ ישיבה in Brisk. He married הענדיל Auerbach and 
they had 12 children before the war, some of whom did not survive infancy. His wife 
and 3 children perished הי”ד during the Holocaust, but he escaped with some of his 
children to ארץ ישראל, where he re-established the Brisk ישיבה. His brilliance in learning 
was only surpassed by his יראת שמים and his stringency in הלכה. He was one of the 
greatest leaders of Orthodox Jewry and all the גדוֹלי ישראל in ארץ ישראל and abroad 

sought his opinion.

I 
understand 

Rebbi’s concern, 
but I... I am worried 

about Rebbi’s 
health. I have a 

suggestion...
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