
  פרשה: תצוה  - מפטיר: זכור )דברים כה:יז-יט( הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל… )שמואל א טו:א-לד(
דף יומי: כתובות כ״ו  - מצות עשה: 4  מצות לא תעשה: 3

February 28, 2015 - ט' אדר , תשע"ה - Vol: 2 Issue: 19

בס״ד

ַקח ֶאת ַהְלבּוׁש ְוֶאת ַהּסּוס … ַוֲעֵׂשה ֵכן ְלָמְרְּדַכי

… take the [king’s] robe and the horse … and do this for ָמְרְּדַכי

Pictured is the first animal purchased specifically to have the added 
 While there is a common practice to dress .ִיְׂשָרֵאל of belonging to a ְקדּוָּׁשה
up on ּפּוִרים like a king based on the words ְלָמְרְּדַכי ֵכן  ַהְלבּוׁש…ַוֲעֵׂשה  ֶאת   ,ַקח 
unfortunately, people do not follow the last part of the ְוֶאת ַהּסּוס - ָּפסּוק. It 
is rare to see people riding horses on ּפּוִרים, and it is even less common to 
get dressed up as a horse. It is with this in mind that the ִאְרּגּון ִקרּוב ֲחמֹוִרים 
chose ּפּוִרים as the inaugural day to publicize the special ִמְצָוה found in the 
 is a ִיְׂשָרֵאל that an animal bought by a (ב. ד״ה ַמְייֵתי ֵלה ִלְקדּוָּׁשה) ְּבכֹורֹות in ַרִׁש״י
.ְקדּוָּׁשה and now has additional ַׁשָּבת since it does not work on ִמְצָוה

In these times when there is an increased 
lack of ְקֻדָּׁשה in the world, the ַּגְדֵלי ַהְּבֵהמֹות in 
 have asked that any חּוץ ָלָאֶרץ and ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל
person who can, should buy a ְּבֵהַמת ַעּכּו״ם, 
gentile’s animal. This is based on the ַרִׁש״י 
in ִלְקדּוָּׁשה) ְּבכֹורֹות ֵלה  ַמְייֵתי  ד״ה   that an (ב. 
animal bought by a ִיְׂשָרֵאל is a ִמְצָוה since it 
does not work on ַׁשָּבת, and now has added 
 ִאְרּגּון ִקרּוב The first species chosen by .ְקדּוָּׁשה

 Society for Bringing Donkeys Closer to ,ֲחמֹוִרים
Holiness, as the ָנִׂשיא was the ֲחמֹור, donkey, since there 
is an additional ִמְצָוה of ֶּפֶטר ֲחמֹור.

Midrashei Megillah

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades (with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט״א)

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not take ּפּוִרים
things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It is with this in mind 
that there used to be a (מֹוֶרה ִמִּפי מֹוֶרה) ְמסֹוָרה for the young ִּתנֹוקֹות ֶׁשל ֵּבית ַרָּבן to 
sing a complex ִּפְזמֹון on this festive day:

Hey diddle diddle,

The Cat and the fiddle,

The Cow jumped over the moon.

The little Dog laughed,

To see such fun,

And the Dish ran away with the Spoon.

This ִּפְזמֹון needs more ֵּבאּור. It is obvious that it contains many סֹודֹות, secrets, 
since the literal ְּפַׁשט is very difficult to understand. The ּוִמְנָהֵגי ׁשּוַׁשן  asks ַטַעֵמי 
a few perplexing questions and with his answers he opens up a whole new 

insight into this ִּפְזמֹון:

1) First of all, why did the ַּבַעל ַהְמַחֵּבר start the ִּפְזמֹון with the letter ה, Hey, and 
what is the meaning of a double ִדיְדל, Diddle? 2) Why put the cat and the fiddle 
together? 3) It would be more ְמֻדָּיק to say that the cow flew over the moon; 
after all, there is no human or animal that can jump so high. 4) Is it appropriate 
for a dog to laugh? 5) And finally, why change to a dish when the rest of the 
?is talking about animals ִּפְזמֹון

In his introduction to this ַמֲאָמר, the ִׁשיְך  explains that this ָאלטֶער 
ִמְצַרִים refers to the highlights of ִּפְזמֹון  is a ה The opening letter .ָּגלּות 
reference to ַאְבָרָהם and ָׂשָרה, who both had a ה change in their name; 

 They were .ָׂשָרה was changed to ָׂשַרי and ַאְבָרָהם was changed to ַאְבָרם
chosen to be the forbearers of ִיְׂשָרֵאל  but physically they could not ,ְּכַלל 
have children. The ִּגיַמְטִרָּיה of ִדיְדל is 48 = ּכֹוָכב and also refers to the 48 
ַהּתֹוָרה  stars, explaining that their ,ּכֹוָכִבים above the ַאְבָרָהם took ד׳ .ִקְנָיֵני 
 had changed. They will have children who would eventually go ַמָזל
through ִמְצַרִים, become a nation, and be chosen to receive the ּתֹוָרה

at ַהר ִסיַני.

The cat represents Egypt (Ancient Egyptians were enamored by the cat and 
its symbol is found in all their hieroglyphics) and the fiddle is a reference to 
 went down ַיֲעקֹב happened when ָּגלּות ִמְצַרִים The turning point of .ֶׂשַרח ַּבת ָאֵׁשר
to ִמְצַרִים. The cow jumping over the moon is a reference to ָּפָרה  being ָּפָרַׁשת 
read before ָּפָרַׁשת ַהחֶֹדׁש, even though in reality the ‘sprinkling of the ashes of 
the ֲאֻדָּמה  ד׳ could happen later. However, this comes to remind us that ’ָּפָרה 
redeemed ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל even though they were not worthy, but jumped over our 
ֻטְמָאה even in the ְּגֻאָּלה and considered us as cleansed to be worthy of ֲעֵברֹות

of ִמְצַרִים.

The dogs were rewarded because they did not bark during 
ְּבכֹורֹות ְּבִמְצַרִים the words ְמַקֵּים and were ,ַמַּכת  ִהְתַעַּלְלִּתי  ֲאֶׁשר   how I – ֵאת 
mocked the ִמְצִרִיים. The dish and spoon are the taking of the gold 
and silver vessels from the ִמְצִרִיים that were never to be returned. This 
was a small reference to ָּגדֹול ִּבְרֻכׁש  ֵיְצאּו  ֵכן   after that [the slavery] – ְוַאֲחֵרי 
they will go out with great wealth. In reality, the wealth referred to 
ַהּתֹוָרה  again in the days of ְמַקֵּבל This is the real wealth that we were .ַקָּבַלת 
  .ֶאְסֵּתר and ָמְרְּדַכי

A freilichen Purim to all Pirchei Newsletter readers
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Ad D'lo YadaMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ?׳ סעיף !׳

ֵורֹוׁש two royal servants of King ,ֶתֶרׁש and ִּבְגָתן*  stood near the ,ֲאַחשְׁ
palace gates, conspiring to assassinate the king. ָמְרְּדַכי, a ַסְנֶהְדִרין 
member, was standing nearby. Unaware that ָמְרְּדַכי was fluent in all of 
the 70 languages, ִּבְגָתן and ֶתֶרׁש spoke freely in their native tongue. As a 
loyal servant of the king, ָמְרְּדַכי reported the information he overheard 
to ֶאְסֵּתר who, in turn, reported the matter to the king in ָמְרְּדַכי’s name. 
Upon verification of the report, ִּבְגָתן and ֶתֶרׁש were hanged.      

Why was ָמְרְדַכי required to tell ֶאְסֵּתר about the plot of ִּבְגָתן and ֶתֶרׁש?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

 .ruled over 127 provinces ֶאְסֵּתר lived for 127 years and ָׂשָרה .1

2. The גר״א points out that the ָּפסּוק uses the word הגלה three times, 
alluding to the three times that ָמְרְדַכי was exiled from ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
and he returned. This showed his tremendous ַחִביבּות for ֶאֶרץ 

.(ְמִגיַלת ֶאְסֵּתר ב:ו) ִיְׂשָרֵאל

1. How many times was ָמְרּדַכי exiled from ֶאֶרץ ִיׂשָרֵאל? 

2. What is the connection between ׂשָרה and the powerful kingdom  
of ֲאַחשְֵׁורֹוׁש?

3. How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week issue?

An Unforgettable FlightLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (ArtScroll)

1.  At night, the proper time for ְקִריַאת ְמִגָּלה is after ֵצאת ַהּכֹוָכִבים (when three stars are visible) until ֲעלֹות ַהַּׁשַחר (dawn). During the day, 
the ְמִגָּלה may be read from ֵנץ (sunrise) until ְׁשִקיָעה (sunset).

2.  Although there is an ִעְנָין to eat a small ְסעּוָדה at night, one may not drink anything that is ְמַׁשֵּכר. The main ִחּיּוב is at the 
daytime ְסעּוָדה.

Halacha 
Corner

ָמא:    ִעְנָיֵני ְדי�ֹו
ד ה ְ�ע�ֹו ת ְמִגּלָ ִהְלכ�ֹו

Answer : We have a rule .ֵאין ְמָעְרִבין ׂשְמָחה ּבׂשְמָחה :This is because the added ׂשְמָחה of the 
second ׂשְמָחה would take away from the first ׂשְמָחה. If ָמְרּדַכי would have allowed ּבְגָתן andֶתֶרׁש  to 
kill ֲאַחשְֵׁורֹוׁש, the ׂשְמָחה of ָהָמן being killed would have been compromised.

The altar shall be holy of holies. (ְׁשמֹות כט:לז)

…ְוָהָיה ַהִּמְזֵּבַח קֶֹדׁש ָקָדִׁשים …

R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל notes that the outer ִּמְזֵּבַח is described as holy 
of holies, while the inner (40:10) ִּמְזֵּבַח, which is the holier of the two, and 
was in the inner chambers, is described merely as holy. Why?

R' Moshe explains that this teaches us two ethical lessons. (a) A ַּתְלִמיד 

 must be careful to be even more holy ֵּבית ַהִמְדָרׁש who ‘lives’ in the ָחָכם
when he is outside among ordinary people. He must be so strongly 
influenced by his ּתֹוָרה study that his behavior, worthy of emulation, 
will impress others. (b) One who is considered holy in the company of 
fellow scholars is considered to be holy of holies by outsiders, in the 
sense that his behavior is scrutinized carefully and critically.

☺☻☺
The late hour worried R' Chaim Kahan, a bearded Orthodox Jew, 

but he had no choice. If he wanted to get home for ַׁשָּבת he would be 
forced to take the flight that arrived in Denver from San Francisco a 
mere two hours before ַׁשָּבת. His friend, R' Yehudah Lefkovitz, would 
pick him up at the airport and they hoped there would be no delays.

The flight departed on time and R' Chaim’s worry about being 
delayed for ַׁשָּבת dissipated. All seemed to be going fine as the weather 
appeared to be pleasant and the pilot announced that the planned 
arrival would be a few moments earlier than scheduled.

Suddenly everything changed. With about a half-hour left to the 
flight the captain announced, “Ladies and gentlemen, this is your 
captain speaking. Please listen carefully. I regret to inform you that the 
hydraulic system has failed. That means that we have no way to stop 
the plane. We need you to follow our instructions for your own safety. 
Remove all sharp objects from your pockets and lean forward. Place 
your head between your legs and brace for a crash landing. Oh, and 
one more thing – please pray.” At first no one moved or spoke. Then 
suddenly everyone began to cry softly. R' Chaim could not believe 
this was happening. He followed the instructions and began to reflect 

on his own life. He thought about his life’s accomplishments. Had he 
really done all he could? He was young, but he had learned what 
one should do during one’s last moments on this world. And so, 
softly, tearfully, quietly, he began reciting ִוודּוי. Afterwards, he tried to 
remain calm and began saying those chapters of ְּתִהִלים he knew by 
heart. The words came forth from his heart as he prepared to meet 
his Creator.

An hour after the first announcement had been issued, the plane 
began its final descent. But it did not descend the way a plane 
normally does. Instead it descended like a helicopter. And it touched 
the ground gently with just a slight bump.

Disbelievingly, the passengers sat up straight again and looked out 
the windows to convince themselves that they were indeed alive. 
Afterwards, when they saw the many emergency vehicles rushing 
toward the plane, they realized that indeed a miracle had taken 
place. In a brilliant move, the pilot had exhausted the fuel supply and 
the plane had been able to float to the ground safely. Cries of relief 
filled the cabin and cheers erupted from the thankful passengers.

R' Chaim glanced at his watch and realized that it was now less than 
an hour until ַׁשָּבת. He unfastened his seatbelt, opened the overhead 
bin, removed his attaché case and rushed toward the exit door. But 
just as he reached the door he was stopped by the steward and 
stewardess. “Rabbi, do you have a minute?”

R' Chaim looked up at them and wondered what they could possibly 
want from him after the harrowing flight they had been through. “We 
want you to know something. During the entire last hour of the flight 
when we thought we were going to die, the passengers looked to us 
for strength. And, Rabbi, we all looked to you!”

R' Chaim recounted this story a few months later when he spoke at 
a dinner. He felt that the entire ordeal had happened because הקב״ה 
wants us to realize that the world is watching us and looking at how 
we behave. We must not let them down.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

ת ָספוֹו וֹו  Questions    weekendof תּו
the



Understanding Davening
Remember ָזכֹור…

An edited selection of יֹוְצרֹות ְלָּפָרַׁשת ָזכֹור — Part I

Remember ֵעָׂשו, who caused ַאְבָרָהם to die 
early before ֵעָׂשו openly murdered, stole and 
committed adultery. ֵעָׂשו frightened ַאְבָרָהם with 
his bad behavior and stole five years from 
.s life’ַאְבָרָהם

Remember the one who laughed at ַיֲעקֹב 
for being kind to his bereaved father ִיְצָחק 
who hated his brother for showing the last 
kindness to ַאְבָרָהם, his grandfather. ֵעָׂשו acted 
like someone who cannot allow a kindness to 
be performed between friends.

Remember the one whose ear does not like 
to hear anything about ַהָּבא  who threw ,עֹוָלם 
away the birthright for a cup that is drunk by 
mourners. ֵעָׂשו openly threw away the yoke of 
 and he even tried to hide the fact that he ,ד׳
ever had a ְּבִרית.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

FocusonLomdus
with his friends. A few days later, 
another letter came, addressed 
to ד׳, in the same hand. All the 
workers gathered around while 
the letter was opened. It read:

Dear ד׳,
How can I ever thank You 

enough for what You did for 
me? I was able to have a glorious 
dinner with my friends. We had 
a very nice day and I told my 
friends of Your wonderful gift. By 
the way, there was $4 missing. I 
think it might have been those 
.at the post office ַּגָּנִבים

Sincerely, Nosson (ָנָתן)
 My dear ֶרִּבי! Nosson (ָנָתן) 

understood the story from 
his viewpoint. Similar to his 
name, which is a palindrome, 
a word that can be read both 
ways, he saw the same picture, 
whichever way he looked. We 
think we have the ‘real’ story, 
but, often, it is really ְוַנֲהפֹוְך הּוא!

 

ַא פריילכן ּפּוִרים!

 ,ְּבִׂשְמָחה ַרָּבה

Your special ַּתְלִמיד

(Based on the ַהָגהֹות of  
R’ Akiva Eiger, 28 ֵּפָאה:)  

Dear ּפּוִרים  ֵזֶכר ,Rebbe ׁשּוַׁשן 
 ,ְלְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים

 of a ָמָׁשל once told a ֶרִּבי
man who worked for the Post Office 
whose job it was to process all the 
mail that had illegible addresses. 
One day, a letter came addressed 
in a shaky handwriting to ד׳ with no 
actual address or zip code. The letter 
read:

Dear ד׳, 
I am an 83-year-old widower, living 

on a very small pension. Yesterday, 
someone stole my purse. It had $100 
in it, which was all the money I had 
until my next pension payment. Next 
week is my birthday, and I had invited 
two of my friends over for dinner. I 
have nothing to buy food with, have 
no family to turn to, and You are my 
only hope.

Please help me!
Sincerely, Nosson (נתן)

  The postal worker was touched. 
He showed the letter to all his co-
workers. Each one dug into their 
wallet and, together, they came up 
with $96. They put it into an envelope 
and sent it to the man. The rest of the 
day, all the workers felt a warm glow 
as they thought of Nosson and the 
dinner he would be able to share 

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה הלוי זצ״ל

ScholarlyShmoozings

The Purim Rov ַׁשִּליָט״א asked his captivated audience, 
“Besides the 1st ְּבָרָכה in ֶעְׂשֵרה  where do we find ,ְׁשמֹוֶנה 
a זֵײדֶע and his אֵײִניקל in one ְּבָרָכה?” Like a caring father, 

he rebuked the silent עֹוָלם and replied, “נּו? ִדי ְּבָרָכה ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן הָאט 

 The – [ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן ְלָאָדם…ּוְמַלֵּמד ֶלֱאנֹוׁש] ִאין ִזיְך ָאָדם אּון זַײן אֵײִניקל  ֱאנֹוׁש!
 ִאיְך ִװּונדֶערט ִזיְך – .ֱאנֹוׁש and his grandson ָאָדם has ַאָּתה חֹוֵנן of ְּבָרָכה

 ִאיר דַאװֶענט דרַײ מָאל ַא טָאג אּון אֹויפמֶערקט – !I’m surprised אֹויף אַײְך!

”!you daven 3 times a day and don’t notice — ִזיְך ִניׁשט!
 

Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)

This Week in History

The שובבים Program 
and more…
 to Avrohom Zonana, Grade 4, Yeshivas !ַמָזל טֹוב
Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, NJ, and to everyone 
who joined the First Pirchei Newsletter 
International ׁשֹוָבִבי״ם program  – ִמְקָרא  ְׁשַנִים 

ַּתְרּגּום  On top of the grand prize, we will !ְוֶאָחד 
 your name and custom ְיִׁשיָבה send your אי״ה
ְּתִמיִדיֹות ִמְצֹות   pens to be given to the ֵׁשש 
 who entered the program. Although ָּבחּוִרים
the program officially ended last week, we 
still received faxes this week from ָּבחּוִרים who 
wanted to share that they will be continuing to 
review the ָּפָרָׁשה. Keep it up! It is a ְסֻגָּלה for ִיְרַאת 

 !ֲאִריכּות ָיִמים and ָׁשַמִים

The next Pirchei Newsletter Purim program 
is designed to make every ּפּוִרים your most 
memorable ּפּוִרים!

The contest: Learn two hours in your ְיִׁשיָבה 
on ּפּוִרים night and join the revolutionary idea 
of sponsoring a ָּבחּור learning two hours on 
!night ּפּוִרים

The contest rules: BEFORE ּפּוִרים collect 
sponsors for your learning two hours in 
your ְיִׁשיָבה. The money collected must be 
designated to a ְצָדָקה that you would normally 
be collecting for on ּפּוִרים night. Please fax in 
your name, grade and ְיִׁשיָבה, city and state, with 
your contact and fax numbers, to be entered 
into another drawing for a beautiful set of 
 Please fax in your ideas of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים!
another contest to (718) 506 9633…stay tuned 
till next week! 
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When Rav Meir Chodosh was sick, his family and 
friends would constantly visit him in the hospital.

One day a new, young intern entered the room.

The visitors hesitatingly left, slightly 
perplexed. This was not typical of Rav Meir.

The intern left and the visitors returned.

But are you 
sure?... the doctor 

doesn’t seem to mind. 
Why would you want us 

to leave?...

Please, my 
children... Please 

just step out  ... It 
will only take a few 

minutes.

For any Doctor it is 
sometimes hard to find a vein in 

an elderly person like myself and is 
embarrassing, especially when many people 
are standing around... For a young intern 
with less experience, this can be twice as 

embarrassing. I wanted to spare this young 
intern any shame... That’s why I sent you 

out!

That’s 
unusual... He usually 
appreciates that we 
stay with him during 

procedures... He doesn’t 
normally have us 
leave the room!

Hello, Rabbi. My 
name is Michael. I will be 
your doctor for today 

and will be drawing some 
blood...

I don’t 
understand -- Doesn’t 
Rebbi enjoy when we 
make sure everything 

is all right during 
procedures?

Of course... 
Please forgive me. I 
enjoy your company 

and intended to 
explain anyway…
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Thank you all so much 
for being here! It is very 

comforting to have family 
here and attending me. This is 
the ultimate mitzvah of Bikur 

Cholim!

Uh... Please 
can you all step 
out so that this 

doctor can do his 
work...

Thank you so 
much, Doctor! You 

did an excellent job 
-- it didn’t even hurt a 
bit!... OK, everyone can 

return!

Rav Meir Chodosh was born in Paritch, Lithuania, to Rav Ben Tzion and Machla. at 10, 
he was sent to learn under Rav Pesach Pruskin. At around 12 he went to Slabodka 
Yeshiva. He became a talmid muvhak of the Alter and in 1925 he accompanied the Alter 
to Eretz Yisrael, to join the yeshiva in Chevron. After his marriage in 1928, he became 
a maggid shiur there, alongside R’ Leib Chasman. After R’ Chasman’s petirah, R’ Meir 
was appointed mashgiach. He lived through the Arab massacre of Chevron’s Jews. He 
founded Yeshivas Ateres Yisroel and Yeshiva Or Elchonon and served as mashgiach in 
both yeshivos. As a great חכם he devotedly served כלל ישראל, and as a רבי with a warm 
personality, he deeply influenced the thousands of students who learned under him.
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