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בס״ד

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our

R' Baruch Sorotzkin זַצַ״ל, born in Zhetl, Lithuania, 
to זַלְמַן אֱלִיעֶזֶר) שָׂרָה and (רָב Lutzker) ר׳   s’זַצַ״ל Gordon ר׳ 
daughter), learned under ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן וַסֶרְמַן הי״ד in Baranovich 

in his youth. He then went on to learn under ר׳ בָּרוּךְ בּעֶר Lebovitz זַצַ״ל 
in Kamenitz. In 1940, he married רָחֵל, the daughter of יִצְחָק אַבְרָהָם    ר׳ 
Bloch זַצַ״ל, the Telsher רָב and יְשִׁיבָה  Just before WWII, they .רֹאשׁ 
escaped to the USA and settled in Cleveland to join his wife’s uncles 
 In 1964, along with .זַצַ״ל Katz ר׳ חַיִּים מָרְדְּכַי and זַצַ״ל Bloch ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֵאִיר
R' Gifter זַצַ״ל, he assumed responsibility of the יְשִׁיבָה. With his dynamic 
personality, he was ׁמוֹסֵר נֶפֶש to rebuild תּוֹרָה in America and אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל. 
Until his last days, he was very active with תּוֹרָה וּמְסוֹרָה ,חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָאִי and 
being a member of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְּדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָה. 

 י״ג  שבט
5677 - 5739
1917 - 1979

In his הֶסְפֵּד on R' Boruch Sorotzkin זַצַ״ל, 
R' Shneur Kotler זַצַ״ל referred to him as an 
פְּעָלִים רַב  חַי  כג:כ) אִישׁ  ב׳,   a dynamic ,(שְׁמוּאֵל 
person who was full of life — he worked 
for the כְּלַל, never thinking about himself. 
When R' Shneur went to Cleveland 
to meet with potential donors for his 
 R' Boruch accompanied him on the ,יְשִׁיבָה
fundraising visits. Someone asked R' Boruch 

if this might interfere with his own efforts for Telshe 
 ,Surprised by the thought, R' Boruch explained .יְשִׁיבָה
"We both work for the same Boss."

Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Rabbi Yissocher Frand’s Commuter Chavrusa Tape # 799

 … זֶה קֵלִי וְאַנְוֵהוּ אֱלֹקֵי אָבִי וַאֲרֹמְמֶנְהוּ.

This is my G-d and I will glorify Him; the G-d of my fathers and I will exalt 
Him (שְׁמוֹת טו:ב).

The גְּמָרָא derives from here the idea of "beautifying ourselves before Him 
though our aesthetically pleasing performance of מִצְוֹת: Acquire a beautiful 
תּוֹרָה a beautiful ,סוּכָּה make before Me a beautiful ,אֶתְרוֹג  beautiful ,סֵפֶר 
 This is the source for the general concept of .(שַׁבָּת קלג:) "and so forth ,תְּפִלִּין
.הִדּוּר מִצְוָה

Not only does the תּוֹרָה expect us to fulfill the מִצְוֹת, there is an additional 
aspect of fulfillment that involves carrying out the מִצְוָה in the most 
beautiful way possible. Even though one can buy a pair of תְּפִלִּין for $300-
$400 that are כָּשֵׁר, buying an exceptionally nice pair of תְּפִלִּין with exquisite 
 and exquisite writing on beautiful parchment can cost [housings] בַּתִּים
upward of $1,000. There is an obligation to spend up to 1/3 more to do 
 with the bare מִצְוֹת in a more beautiful way than fulfilling those same מִצְוֹת
minimum. All this is derived from the words ּזֶה קֵלִי וְאַנְוֵהוּ אֱלֹקֵי אָבִי וַאֲרֹמְמֶנְהו.

One may ask: Why here? Why is specifically this the time and place that 
the תּוֹרָה decides to inform us of this concept of beautifying ourselves 
before Him with our performance of מִצְוֹת? It does not seem that it really 
fits into the context of שִׁירַת הַיָּם.

R' Tzvi Cheshin tells us that the (אָבוֹת ה:ה) מִשְׁנָה says 10 נִסִּים were done for 
our fathers at יַם סוּף. The בַּרְטְנוּרָא and תּוֹסָפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב proceed to list them: The 
Sea became like a tent (with protection from above) and the Jews entered 

into the midst of it; the sea bed was dry and firm without being muddy; 
and so on...

The question is, why were all these miracles necessary? With the 
Egyptians on their tails and nowhere to go, יִשְׂרָאֵל  would have been כְּלַל 
perfectly satisfied with the "mere" splitting of the sea! No one would have 
complained if there was not a tent of protective water over their heads or 
if the ground was still a little muddy. Nine of the ten miracles were most 
likely superfluous. All they really needed was "split the Sea and let's get 
out of here." Why did ד׳ add all these flourishes to the basic miracle? They 
were basically a form of הִדּוּר מִצְוָה. "When I do something for My Nation, 
I want it to be first class! I do not want to just 'get by.' I want it to be as nice 
as possible." Therefore, it makes a great deal of sense that this is the source 
from which we learn that when you do a מִצְוָה, you do it right; you make it 
beautiful. It is because that is how ד׳ treated us. 

When we buy someone a present, it is a sign that we appreciate him. We 
put it in a beautiful box. We want the presentation to be as nice as possible. 
We do not just take the gift out of our pocket and say, "Here is a present!" 
We get a nice box and have it wrapped very nicely – with a ribbon and a 
bow – which costs a few more dollars. Who cares? The recipient of the gift! 
These extra flourishes beyond the basic gift are done to demonstrate how 
much we love and appreciate the recipient.

The splitting of יַם סוּף showed us how much ד׳ loves us. הִדּוּר מִצְוָה – the 
beautiful תְּפִלִּין, the beautiful אֶתְרוֹג, etc. – is intended to show ד׳ how much 
we love Him!
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ו׳ סעיף ט׳

*Every Tuesday, like clockwork, Mendel would spend time in the gym. 
He was enjoying the treadmill when his best friend, Chaim, came over 
and asked him to stop — he had to tell him something important. Seeing 
a serious look on Chaim’s face, Mendel asked if anything was wrong. 
Chaim whispered, “I was in the changing room and noticed Mike, the 
Jewish lifeguard, went into one of the lockers and took something out. I 
went over to check — it was your locker!”

What is the correct way for Mendel to handle the situation?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1.	 How did מֹשֶׁה teach by example ְיְהִי כְבוֹד תַּלְמִידְךָ חָבִיב עָלֶיךָ כְּשֶׁלָּך-your 
student’s honor should be as dear to you as your own [honor]? 

2.	 Why did ּמֹשֶׁה רַבֵּינו choose to sit on a hard stone during the war 
with עֲמָלֵק?

1.	At the onset of the war with מֹשׁה ,עֲמָלֵק begins his conversation with the 
words ּבּחַר לָנו - choose for us (ּ17:9 – ד״ה בּחַר לָנו).

 are going through a war, and therefore are in a state בּנֵי יִשׂרָאֵל“ ,said מֹשׁה	.2
of grief. I, too, shall be with them in a state of grief and will not sit upon a 
pillow!” (17:12 – ד״ה אֶבֶן וַיּשׂימוּ תַחְתּיו).

Praying for the CommunityLiving   Torahwith 
the

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

1.	 One may read the entire סִדְרָה twice followed by the entire תַּרְגּוּם.

2.	  One may read until the end of each פָּרָשָׁה twice followed by the corresponding תַּרְגּוּם. There is no difference between a פָּרָשָׁה that 
is סְתּוּמָה (ends with a ס in the ׁחוּמָש) or פְּתוּחָה (ends with a פ in the ׁחוּמָש). This was the מִנְהָג of the ׁשְׁלָ״ה הַקָדוֹש.Halacha 

Corner
נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ

�גּוּם רְ� וְאֶחָד תַּ

Answer : Although one cannot believe לָשׁוֹן הָרָע as absolute fact, one may take action to 
protect oneself from harm. In this case, Mendel should check his locker. If something was 
taken, he should approach the management and advise that if they cannot verify anything 
with a security camera, then he would like a few words with Mike.

וִידֵי מֹשֶׁה כְּבֵדִים וַיִּקְחוּ אֶבֶן וַיָּשִׂימוּ תַחְתָּיו וַיֵּשֶׁב עָלֶיהָ …

 s hands grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it under’מֹשֶׁה
him and he sat on it (שְׁמוֹת יז:יב).

At a time when most of the community is suffering, a person 
should not say, “I will go to my house and eat and drink, and 
peace be upon you, my soul …” Rather, one should suffer along 
with the rest of the community, for we find regarding מֹשֶׁה, our 
teacher, that he suffered along with the rest of the community 
[when he sat upon a stone as the nation battled עֲמָלֵק] (.תַּעֲנִית י״א).

*
The Eastern European landscape was altered forever by the 

Communist rise to power in 1917. Russia, which had been host 
to scores of thriving תּוֹרָה communities, became a virtual prison 
where the practice of Judaism was a crime.

Not for a moment did the two leaders of Lithuanian Jewry, 
the Chofetz Chaim and R' Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, forget 
their brethren behind the Iron Curtain. As the persecutions 
increased, so did their pain. Incredibly, in the last years of his 
life, the Chofetz Chaim often expressed his regret at having 
left Russia to return to his home in Radin, Poland, following 
World War I.

“I should have remained,” he lamented. Had he remained, the 
Chofetz Chaim would have worked selflessly to preserve תּוֹרָה 
life in the Soviet Union; perhaps his efforts would have infused 
Russian Jewry with a new spirit. “A Jew has to be ready to give 
his life for Judaism,” he reflected. “What would the Communists 
have done to me — shot me to death … hanged me from the 
gallows? They could only have punished my body, and the 
body is of no importance.”

Along with the rise of Joseph Stalin to power in Russia in 1928, 
the suffering of almost three million Jews increased manifold. 

The following summer, a man who had returned from Russia 
just a few days earlier paid a visit to the Chofetz Chaim and 
gave him an eyewitness account of the dreadful plight of 
Soviet Jewry. He told of the brutal decrees that were making 
life an escalating horror for Jews.

The report devastated the Chofetz Chaim, who was then 
around 90 years of age. The Chofetz Chaim wasted no time in 
taking action. Soon, the Chofetz Chaim was preparing to travel 
to Vilna to discuss the matter with R' Chaim Ozer.

At that time, the Chofetz Chaim had a visitor: his תַּלְמִיד מֻבְהָק, 
R' Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד (R' Chaim Ozer’s brother-in-
law). Knowing well of the Chofetz Chaim’s precarious state 
of health, R' Elchonon prevailed upon his רֶבִּי to allow him to 
travel to Vilna as the רֶבִּי’s emissary. In Vilna, R' Elchonon asked 
R' Chaim Ozer to travel back with him to the Chofetz Chaim to 
discuss the difficult situation, as the matter was so distressing 
to the Chofetz Chaim that R' Elchonon feared for his life.

It was rare for R' Chaim Ozer to travel because of his frail 
health and chronic ailments. He got sick very easily and 
even a cold would sap his strength. But when he heard that 
the situation in Russia was endangering the Chofetz Chaim’s 
health, he left at once.

As a result of their meeting, a worldwide fast for Russian 
Jewry was held on the first day of סְלִיחוֹת of that year, and many 
communities adopted the custom of reciting תְּהִלִים on behalf 
of Russian Jewry every year on the eve of כִּפּוּר  following יוֹם 
.כָּל נִדְרֵי

Who can begin to estimate the power of their fast on the first 
day of סְלִיחוֹת or their תְּהִלִים? Today, we do know … Jewry has 
begun to flourish again in Russia, and Communism is dead.

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
Although ill for many years, R' Boruch Sorotzkin זַצַ״ל was always in 

good spirits. One son recalls, “I always saw Papa with a שִׂמְחַת הַחַיִּים … 
We heard him in the driveway singing a נִגּוּן … Even in trying times, Papa's 
װעֶן אִיךְ װאָלט“ ,was the same.” Once, as he went into surgery, he said נִגּוּן

אִיךְ װאָלט  עַוֹנוֹת,  מײַן  זײַן  מְכַפֵּר  װעֶלעֶן  פּאָעֶראַצִיעֶ  דִי  פוּן  יִסּוּרִים  דִי  אַז  פאַרשׁטאַנעֶן 

 If I would understand that the pain from the – אַרײַנגעֶטאַנצן צוּם פּאָעֶראַצִיעֶ!
operation would atone for my sins, I would dance into surgery!” 

Source: Hamodia

4th week of שׁוֹבָביִִ״ם program - וָה  of מִצְְ
:contest שְׁנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַּרְגּוּם

You will be inspired to know that thousands of boys worldwide, of all ages, 
are reading this column and are being motivated to join the International 
Pirchei Newsletter שׁוֹבָבִי״ם program. This unique program is dedicated to 
strengthening and training boys in the beautiful וָה !שְׁנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַּרְגּוּם of מִצְְ

R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל and R' Binyomin Silber זַצַ״ל both write in their 
שְׁמוֹת for the sefer הַסְכָּמוֹת  Even those who spend their days like“ :וְאֵלֶה 
יוֹחָאי בַּר  שִׁמְעוֹן  אוּמְנָתָן) all day תּוֹרָה learning ,ר׳   from פָּטוּר who are ,(תּוֹרָתָן 
other דְרַבָּנָן דְרַבָּנָן must still complete this weekly ,מִצְוֹת  וָה  מִקְרָא of מִצְְ שְׁנַיִם 

”…וְאֶחָד תַּרְגּוּם

We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered into the 
 contest (based on a fax being received before Sunday שְׁנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַּרְגּוּם
at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants, many with more than one 
entry.  

Grade 1: Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Shmuel Wertzberger, Avigdor 
Muller, Yitzy Yaiche, Ari Korsinsky & Moshe Yehoshua Stern, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY; Duvi Gersten, Torah Institute of Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Leib Solomon, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH; 
Chaim Ozer Falik, The Cheder, Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 2: Yitzchok Zonana, Yeshiva Yagdil Torah, Lakewood, NJ; Chaim 
Duvid Halberstam, Bobov Yeshiva B'nei Tzion of Toronto, Canada; 
Avrohom Netanel, Yeshiva Ateret Torah, Brooklyn, NY; Akiva Lowinger, 
Lakewood Cheder, Lakewood, NJ.

Grade 3: Yehoshua Indich, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, Cleveland Heights, OH; 
Ephraim Gersten, Torah Institute of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD; Shmuel Aron 
Rabinovitz, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 4: Eliyahu Falik, The Cheder, Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Zonana 
& Avigdor Miller, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai 
Pichholtz, Aharon Ginsparg & Yehuda Banker, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi, 
Chicago, IL; Yitzchok Meir Kassin & Simcha Abraham, Yeshiva Bais 
Hatorah, Lakewood, NJ; Yitzchok Zev Solomon, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, 
Wickliffe, OH; Dovid Braun, Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, 
NY; Mordechai Boruch Chopp, Yeshiva Spring Valley, Spring Valley, 
NY; Avigdor Yechezkel Mitnick, Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin,  
Brooklyn, NY. 

Grade 5: Yosef Zonana & Shlomele Miller, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, 
Lakewood, NJ; Reuvein Kassin, Yeshiva Bais Hatorah, Lakewood, 
NJ; Aryeh Teichman, Bais Mikrah, Monsey, NY; Yedidya Grant, Naftali 
Czeiler, Ari Einhorn, Zev Lapidoth, Elimelech Lebowitz, Dovi Leshkowitz, 
Ari Newman & Simcha Plotzker, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, 
NY; Tzvi Landsman, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, NY; 
Hershy Friedman, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ; Moshe Hirsch Papoff, 
Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi, Chicago, IL; Mendy Reiss, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin,  
Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 6: Nochum Jordan, Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; Akiva Kagan, 
Bais Mikrah, Monsey, NY; Yehoshua Reidler, Torah Institute of Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; Boruch Heineman, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, 
NJ; Tzvi Shnurman, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, Cleveland Heights, OH; Yosef 
Braun, Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY; Chaim Eli Shain, Yeshiva 
Ruach Chaim, Brooklyn, NY; Meir Yehuda Lapidus, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, 
Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 7: Avrohom Simcha Falik & Levi Yitzchok Prosky, The Cheder, 
Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh Leib Levy, Tiferes Elimelech, Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok 
Lensky, Yeshiva Elementary School, Milwaukee, WI; Boruch Shalom 
Goldenberg, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Friedman, 
Torah Institute of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD, Eliashiv Portal, Bais Mikrah, 
Monsey, NY. Yehoshua Donn, Nochum Epstein, Eliezer Kaplan, Mordechai 
Kornbluth & Yisroel Eliyahu Zell, Mirrer Yeshiva K'tana, Brooklyn, NY.

Grade 8: Menachem Hochberg, Torah Institute of Baltimore, Baltimore, 
MD; Shimi Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch, Chicago, IL; Shlomo Z. Braun, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY.

The International Pirchei תַּרְגּוּם וְאֶחָד  מִקְרָא   program has been שְׁנַיִם 
designed as follows: Boys from 1st & 2nd grade should complete 
the פָּרָשָׁה until נִי י 3rd grade until ,שֵֵׁ לִישִִׁ יעִי 4th grade until ,שְְׁ בִִ  5th grade ,רְְ
until י   7th & 8th grades should complete the ,שִׁשִׁי 6th grade until ,חֲמִישִּׁ
entire פָּרָשָׁה. 

If you are interested in joining this special שׁוֹבְבִי״ם program, please send a 
fax every week signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include your grade, 
name, school, city & state, and your contact number and fax number. 
Your name will be entered into a raffle to win a beautiful set of מִקְרָאוֹת

 .גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָשִׁים 

R' Boruch argued, explaining, 
שׁװעֶרעֶ אַ  דוּרךְ  אַ  אִיז  יְשִׁיבָה    “דִי 
  has just יְשִׁיבָה The – פּאָעֶראַצִיעֶ!
undergone a major operation!” 
Not satisfied, the caller 
begged for at least 2 or 3 
 Each time R' Boruch .יוּנגעֶלײַט
intensely answered, “מִ׳קעֶן נײֵן!  נײֵן! 
שִׁיקן  ”!No! No! We can’t send – נִישׁט 
Sweating profusely, he finally ended 
the call.

As he was hanging up the phone, 
he turned to ֹיַעֲקב excitedly. “יַעֲנקל—בִּין 
"?Am I not right – אִיךְ נִישׁט געֶרעֶכט?

 was thinking that of course the יַעֲקבֹ
 could not יְשִׁיבָה was right; the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
afford to send any יוּנגעֶלײַט at this time. 
Before he could respond, R' Boruch 
became excited.

דעֶר אִין  פְּשַׁט  לעֶרנן  מעֶן  קעֶן  אַנדעֶרשׁ   "ווּ 
 פְּשַׁט How else can you learn –רַשְׁבָּ״א? 
in the יַעֲקבֹ ”?רַשְׁבָּ״א was taken aback; 
the יְשִׁיבָה  was not talking about ראֹשׁ 
the phone call … he was right back in 
the רַשְׁבָּ״א! 

My יַעֲקבֹ ,תַּלְמִיד realized that although 
he had the רַשְׁבָּ״א in front of him, his 
mind was on the phone conversation; 
the יְשִׁיבָה  was on the phone, but ראֹשׁ 
his mind was on the רַשְׁבָּ״א. Even 
though ֹיַעֲקב learned together with R' 
Boruch, he had much to learn from his 
!אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה s focus on learning and’רֶבִּי

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ!

רֶבִּי Your ,בְּיְדִידוּת

Story heard directly from R’ Yaakov שליט״א

Dear Talmid,

R' Boruch Sorotzkin זַצַ״ל 
was the address for many 

communal, national and international 
organizations. ֹיַעֲקב learned with 
R' Boruch in his home for 2nd סֵדֶר. 
He described their sessions using 
R' Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל’s analogy for 
explaining why ד׳ silenced all sounds 
at תּוֹרָה  to teach us that to be – מַתַּן 
successful in תּוֹרָה, while one is learning 
he must shut off the outside world. 
When they were learning, R' Boruch 
completely forgot all his personal and 
 issues and focused solely on the כְּלַל
learning.

Once, in the middle of a fiery 
exchange about a פְּשַׁט in a רַשְׁבָּ״א 
in בֵּיצָה, the יְשִׁיבָה  received an ראֹשׁ 
urgent call from a גָּדוֹל. The Rebbetzin 
understood that for this he would 
want her to interrupt his learning. 
R' Boruch accepted the phone and for 
the next 20 minutes he carried on an 
intense conversation with the גָּדוֹל.

 heard only one side of the יַעֲקבֹ
call, but he understood from the 
responses that it related to opening 
a כּוֹלֵל in the Midwest. The גָּדוֹל was 
sending 5 of his יוּנגעֶלײַט, and asked 
that the יְשִׁיבָה   חָשׁוּבעֶ send 5 ראֹשׁ 
 from Telz. The timing was יוּנגעֶלײַט
difficult. The ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה Rav Mordechai 
Gifter זַצַ״ל had just gone with 20 
 to open the Telz-Stone חָשׁוּבעֶ תַּלְמִידִים 
branch in אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל. 

Program שׁוֹבָבִי״ם
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One Friday night, a talmid was 
invited to learn with R’ Avrohom 

Genichovsky, zt”l, the prestigious 
Tchebiner Yeshiva maggid shiur, in his 
home. The bachur was so excited, he 
accidentally rang the the doorbell.

The talmid attempted to muffle the 
thoughtless action by knocking on the door.

He knocked and knocked, but no 
one answered the door.

The Rosh Yeshiva and the talmid learned together.

Finally the Rosh Yeshiva came to the door.

Years later, the talmid found out something 
unusual about the Tchebin Rosh Yeshiva...

R’ Avrohom was born in Eretz Yisroel to R’ Eliyohu Moshe and Gita Genichovsky. He 
was very close to the חזון איש. As a bachur he learned in ישיבת אור ישראל, Petach Tikvah, 
Ponevezh and then ישיבת סלבודקה. He was a תלמיד מובהק of R’ Yechezkel Abramsky. In 
his 20’s he married אסתר הדסה Branfeld. After his marriage he became close to the 
Steipler Gaon and R’ Dov Berish Weidenfeld, the Tchebiner Rov, and received סמיכה from 
the Tchebiner Rov and R’ Elyashiv. In 1967, he was invited to join the Tchebiner Yeshiva, 
where he remained for over 45 years. The Tchebiner Rov’s צוואה indicated that he should 
be appointed a leading מגיד שיעור. R’ Genichovsky taught thousands of תלמידים. He would 
learn in ישיבה all week and would come home only for שבת. He was an amazing leader 
in both תורה and חסד, and organized large צדקה operations, especially before Pesach.

Where is the Rosh 
Yeshiva? He knew I 

was coming...

Oh, no! I can’t 
even hide -- he’s 

expecting me. How 
embarrassing!

You asked such a 
geshmake question! 

I can make this into a 
shiur...

Rebbi, I 
just said one 

thing and Rebbi is 
making it into a 

shiur?

Your question 
opens a new 

mehalech... I am 
forever indebted!

Let me share a 
story about my father...a 

bachur once rang the bell on 
Shabbos by mistake. My father 
told us all to go upstairs. He 
also went upstairs, put on his 
pajamas, and then came down 

to open the door...

I apologize for the 
delay; I was resting -- I just 
heard your knocking and then 

remembered that I had arranged 
to meet you...
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DING- 

DONG!

Phew! So the Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t hear me 
ringing the doorbell! 
That would have been 

awkward...

Wow! Such 
sensitivity is the 

way of a true Gadol 
B’Yisrael!
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