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R' Eliezer Silver ַזַצ״ל was born in Obeliai, Lithuania, 
to R' Bunim Tzemach and Malka. He learned in Dvinsk 
with the Rogatchover Gaon, the ָׂשֵמַח ֵמִאיר) אֹור   ר׳ 

 from ְסִמיָכה At the age of 24, he received .ר׳ ַחִּיים סֹולֹובֵײִצ׳יק and (ִׂשְמָחה
 Grodzinski. In 1907, R' Silver and his wife Pearl immigrated ר׳ ַחִּיים עֹוֶזר
to the US, where he took a position as ָרב, first in New York, then in 
Pennsylvania, and later on, in Massachusetts. In 1931, he accepted 
an invitation to become ָרב in Cincinnati, where he remained until 
his passing. He founded the American branch of ִיְׂשָרֵאל  and ֲאֻגַּדת 
established the ַוַעד ַהָצָלה. In 1949, he founded the Chofetz Chaim Day 
School in Cincinnati. He published ַעְנֵפי ֶאֶרז in 1960. His son, R' David, 
published ֶצַמח ֶאֶרז in 1968.

ט' שבט 
5642 - 5728
1882 - 1968

R' Eliezer Silver ַזַצ״ל was renowned for his 
selfless dedication on behalf of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל. 
He would often travel throughout the 
USA and Canada to raise funds and 
deliver fiery speeches for his Yiddishe 
brethren during their most difficult 
hour. He had a unique way to deal with 
the ַּכְׁשרּות of his host’s food. It is said that 
he brought his own food in his top hat. He 
would explain to the host that he ate chicken only 
from his own ְׁשִחיָטה! 

Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

א ליכטיג און פרייליכן חנוכה!

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

TorahThoughts

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

ַקֶּדׁש ִלי ָכל ְּבכֹור ֶּפֶטר ָּכל ֶרֶחם …  

Sanctify for Me every firstborn, those who open every womb …  
(ְׁשמֹות יג:ב)

The last and most spectacular of the plagues was ְּבכֹורֹות  ,ַמַּכת 
during which ד׳ bypassed every Jewish ְּבכֹור, firstborn, and slew every 
Egyptian ְּבכֹור. Because of this miracle, the ְּבכֹור of the Jewish people, 
human and animal, are forever sanctified. Originally, the ְּבכֹוִרים were 
meant to be the ּכַֹהִנים who performed the ֲעבֹוָדה in the ַהִמְקָדׁש  ;ֵּבית 
however, they lost this privilege when they sinned with the ֵעֶגל ַהָזָהב. 
Nonetheless, despite their fall from grace, the ְּבכֹוִרים still remained 
sanctified regarding ִּפְדיֹון ַהֶּבן, firstborn animals and other observances.

R' Simcha Zissel, the Alter of Kelm, wrote a letter to Baron Rothschild, 
praising him for his efforts on behalf of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל. In this letter, he raises 
an interesting question. What did the Jewish ְּבכֹוִרים do in Egypt to earn 
this high level of sanctification? True, they were involved in a great 
ַהֵׁשם  ?do anything at all to make it happen ְּבכֹוִרים but did the ,ִקּדּוׁש 
They did not contribute at all to their rescue during the plague. The 
 also had nothing to do with their being born first. Their role was ְּבכֹוִרים
totally passive. Clearly, even passive participation in any type of ִקּדּוׁש 

 is a very great opportunity. A person gains tremendous merit ַהֵׁשם
if הקב״ה chooses him to play a role in a ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם, even if it is only a 
passive role.

“If this is the reward for a person who has a passive role in a 
 wrote R' Simcha Zissel, “how can we begin to imagine the ”,ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם
reward of a person who is actively making a ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם every day? You, 
Baron Rothschild, considering who you are and what you have done 
for the Jewish nation, have actively and publicly sanctified the Name 
of ד׳, and there is no limit to the honor, respect and gratitude you have 
earned.”

There is a valuable lesson we must all draw from the ִמְצָוה of 
ַהֶּבן ַהֵׁשם If a passive contribution to a .ִּפְדיֹון   created such an ִקּדּוׁש 
everlasting reward for the ְּבכֹור, we can be quite sure that for an active 
contribution to a ַהֵׁשם  .the true reward is an even greater one ִקּדּוׁש 
There are always many opportunities for us to actively contribute 
towards ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם. We make a ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם in the way we conduct our 
daily lives: the way we walk, the way we talk, the way we do business 
and the way we treat others, both Jewish and non-Jewish.

If we say that extra "Good Morning," if we are consistently honest 
and we go the extra mile to make that ִקּדּוׁש ַהֵׁשם so that it will be said 
about us, "ַוּיֹאֶמר ִלי ַעְבִּדי ָאָּתה … ֲאֶׁשר ְּבָך ֶאְתָּפָאר — You are My servant, Israel, 
through whom I will be glorified" [ְיַׁשְעָיהּו מט:ג]; that they can say about 
us, “How beautiful are the ways of a religious Jew,” then, as the Alter 
of Kelm writes, our reward will be very great. It is within our power to 
cause people who observe us to remark, “Look at him! Look how 
beautifully a religious Jewish child behaves.” 

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated in honor of the
Roshei Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Govoha upon their visit to Brooklyn
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Chofetz ChaimMoment
ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל ו׳ סעיף ט׳

*Rabbi K., who faithfully led the ְקִהיָּלה of Smalltown for forty years, 
had emigrated to ִיְׂשָרֵאל  .ָרב was looking for a new ְקִהיָּלה Now the .ֶאֶרץ 
The committee carefully reviewed the applications of the five most 
promising ַרָּבִנים. After many interviews and committee meetings, they 
chose Rabbi G. as their new ָרב. Motty heard from Mr. Knowitall that, as a 
youngster, Rabbi G. was suspended from ְיִׁשיָבה on several occasions due 
to his unacceptable behavior.

Can Motty believe/tell his friends what he heard from Mr. Knowitall?
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations.

1. Where do we find that one is rewarded even for walking to a 
 ?(ְׂשַכר ֲהִליָכה) ְדַבר ִמְצָוה

2. What word (an everyday item) in the ּתֹוָרה is composed of two 
separate words, neither of which are ָלׁשֹון ַהקֹוֶדׁש?

1. When the ּפסּוק tells us that ּבֵני ִיׂשָרֵאל listened to מֹׁשה and ַאֲהרֹן, it specifies, 
“And they went and they did …” (12:28 – ד״ה ַוּיְלכּו ַוּיֲעׂשּו).

2. The word טֹוָטפֹת, which refers to ּתִפיִלין, is equal to four, representing the 
four housings of the טט ;ׁשל רֹאׁש in Kaspi means two and פת in Afriki means 
two (13:16 – ד״ה ּוְלטֹוָטפֹת ּבין ֵעיֶניָך).

A Yiddishe Mamma’s RoutineLiving   Torahwith 
the

1.  There are various equally acceptable methods that may be employed to fulfill this obligation.

2.  One may read each ָּפסּוק twice followed by the corresponding ַּתְרּגּום. The last ָּפסּוק should be reread after the last ַּתְרּגּום so that 
one ends off with words of (ָערּוְך ַהֻׁשְלָחן רפה:ו) ּתֹוָרה.

Halacha 
Corner

ַנִים ִמְקָרא  ת ׁשְ ִהְלכוֹו
וּום ְרגּו ְוֶאָחד ּתַ

Answer : It is forbidden for Motty to believe or, of course, to repeat ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע he has heard 
about a person's past weaknesses. In this particular case, it is obvious that the issues did 
not exist anymore and relating the ָלׁשֹון ָהָרע could have a negative effect on Rabbi G.'s career.

ַוּיֹאֶמר מֶֹׁשה ִּבְנָעֵרינּו ּוִבְזֵקֵנינּו ֵנֵלְך…

And מֶֹׁשה said, “With our children and elders we will go!” (ְׁשמֹות י:ט)

The ְּכַתב סֹוֵפר asks, why did מֶֹׁשה mention the children before the 
elders? It would be more appropriate to give respect to elders. He 
explains that the children living in ִמְצַרִים were in a greater ַסָּכָנה than 
the elders. 

The Ponevezher Rov, in describing the millions of lost children 
after WWII, said, “A person who ְוָׁשלֹום  loses a parent is called ַחס 
a ָיתֹום, an orphan; a nation that loses its children is also a ָיתֹום, an 
orphaned nation!”

*
During WWII, countless Jewish parents gave away their young, 

precious children to Christian neighbors and orphanages in the 
hope that they would provide safe havens for them until after the 
war. The parents expected that they, or their relatives, would take 
these children back if they survived the war. The few parents who 
did not perish in the Holocaust, and were able to reclaim their 
children, often faced another devastating horror. While the parents 
had summoned the strength to survive the slave labor and death 
camps, or had hidden out for years, those who took their children 
were busy teaching them the ways of other religions. 

Many young Jewish children who were taken in by the gentile 
orphanages, convents and the like had no parents or close 
relatives left after the Holocaust. When distant relatives finally 
tracked down many of these children, the priests and nuns who 
had been their caretakers insisted that no Jewish children were left 
in their institutions. Thus, countless precious Jewish children were 
not only stripped of their entire families, they were also stripped of 
their ְנָׁשמֹות.

In May 1945, Rabbi Eliezer Silver from the United States and 
Dayan Grunfeld from England were sent as chaplains to liberate 
some of the death camps. While there, they were told that many 
Jewish children had been placed in a monastery in Alsace-
Lorraine. The rabbis went there to try to reclaim them.

When they approached the priest in charge of the orphanage, 
they asked that the Jewish children be released into the rabbis' 
care. "I am sorry," the priest responded, "but there is no way of 
knowing which of the children here came from Jewish families. 
You must have documentation if you wish me to do what you ask."

Of course, the kind of documentation that the priest wanted 
was unobtainable at the end of the war. The rabbis asked to 
see the list of names of children who were in the monastery. As 
the rabbis read the list, they pointed to those that belonged to 
Jewish children. "I am sorry," the priest insisted, "but the names 
that you pointed to could be either Jewish or gentile. Miller is a 
German name, and Markovich is a Russian name, and Swersky is a 
Polish name … You cannot prove that these are necessarily Jewish 
children. If you cannot prove which children are Jewish, and do it 
very quickly, you will have to leave."

Rabbi Silver had a brilliant idea. "We'd like to come back again 
this evening when you are putting the children to sleep."

The priest reluctantly agreed.

That evening the rabbis came to the dormitory, where row 
upon row of little beds were arranged. The children, many of 
whom had been in the monastery since the war began in 1939, 
were going to sleep. Rabbi Silver and Dayan Grunfeld walked 
through the aisles of beds, singing in the traditional bedtime tune 
- ֱאֹלֵקינּו" - ד׳  ִיְׂשָרֵאל   -  "!is One ,ד׳ ,is our G-d ,ד׳ ,Hear, Israel – … ְׁשַמע 
One by one, the children burst into tears and shrieked, "Mommy!" 
"Maman!" "Mamma!" "Mamushka!" – each in their native tongue.

"These are the Jewish children," proclaimed Rabbi Silver.

"You may take them," replied the priest. 

The priest had succeeded in teaching these precious Jewish 
souls about their new identity, but he could not erase these 
children's memories of their Yiddishe Mamas, putting them to bed 
every night with ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל!

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
When a young boy was having a hard time answering R' Eliezer Silver 

 not a ,פַארהֶער his father protested, “He came for a ,פַארהֶער during a ַזַצ״ל
pin test!”* So R' Silver asked easier questions, which the boy was able to 
answer. Afterwards, the man got up the courage to ask, “Could R' Silver 
take the pin test?” With his characteristic smile, R' Silver called to his wife, 

 Pearl, please could you bring me a —  ּפֶערל, ִּביטֶע קֶענט ִאיר ִמיר ּברֶענגֶען ַא נָאדל?
needle?” Needless to say, R' Silver passed successfully!

*A “pin test” is when one sticks a pin into a gemara and asks the person what 
word is at that spot on every daf.

Source: Heard at the ַׁשָּבת table 

 3rd week of ׁשֹוָבִבי״ם program - ָוה   ִמצְְ
of ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום contest:

We may be in the heart of winter, but the spiritual fire is warming 
the many Pirchei branches in America and beyond. As you can 
see below, new boys of all ages are signing up daily for the 
International Pirchei Newsletter ׁשֹוָבִבי״ם program. This unique 
program is dedicated to strengthening and training boys in the 
beautiful ָוה !ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום of ִמצְְ
The (או״ח רפ״ה:ב׳) ָערּוְך ַהֻׁשְלָחן traces the source of this ִחּיּוב ְדַרָּבָנן: it 
was established by מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו. This format of learning the weekly 
ָוה enacted the מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו was enacted at the same time ָּפָרָׁשה  ִמצְְ
ּתֹוָרה of ְדַרָּבָנן  The .יֹום טֹוב and  ַׁשָּבת ,on Mondays, Thursdays ְקִריַאת הַַ
 explains that the reason for learning this way was in ָערּוְך ַהֻׁשְלָחן
order to understand ֶׁשִּבְכַתב  clearly and appreciate the ּתֹוָרה 
nuances that ֲחַז״ל use for ְּדָרׁשֹות and ֲהָלכֹות. According to the ִמְדָרׁש 
 this method of learning was very similar to the (כ״ח) ַיְלקּוט ִאּיֹוב
way מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו was taught by ד׳. ד׳ thought it through two times in 
His heart and then explained the ּתֹוָרה to מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו verbally with 
the reasons (ָערּוְך ַהֻׁשְלָחן או״ח רפ״ה:ד׳). This therefore became the 
practice in every Yiddishe home throughout the entire history 
of ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל!
We will אי״ה be announcing the names of those who are entered 
into the ְׁשַנִים ִמְקָרא ְוֶאָחד ַּתְרּגּום contest (faxes must be received by 
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.). Below are the current contestants, many 
with more than one entry.  
Grade 1: Moshe Shmuel Guttman, Shmuel Wertzberger, 
Avigdor Muller, Yitzy Yaiche, & Ari Korsinsky, Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath, Brooklyn; Duvi Gersten, Torah Institute of Baltimore, 
Baltimore; Yehuda Leib Solomon, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, 
Wickliffe; Chaim Ozer Falik, The Cheder, Brooklyn.
Grade 2: Yitzchok Zonana, Yeshiva Yagdil Torah, Lakewood; 
Chaim Duvid Halberstam, Bobov Yeshiva B'nei Tzion of Toronto, 
Canada; Avrohom Netanel, Yeshiva Ateret Torah, Brooklyn; 
Akiva Lowinger, Lakewood Cheder, Lakewood.
Grade 3: Yehoshua Indich, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, Cleveland 
Heights; Ephraim Gersten, Torah Institute of Baltimore, 
Baltimore.
Grade 4: Eliyahu Falik, The Cheder, Brooklyn; Avrohom 
Zonana & Avigdor Miller, Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, 
NJ; Mordechai Pichholtz, Aharon Ginsparg & Yehuda Banher, 
Yeshiva Tiferes Tzvi, Chicago, IL; Yitzchok Meir Kassin & Simcha 
Abraham, Yeshiva Bais Hatorah, Lakewood, NJ; Yitzchok Zev 
Solomon, Mosdos Ohr Hatorah, Wickliffe, OH.
Grade 5: Yosef Zonana & Shlomele Miller, Yeshiva Orchos 
Chaim, Lakewood, NJ; Reuvein Kassin, Yeshiva Bais Hatorah, 
Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Teichman, Bais Mikrah, Monsey, NY; 
Yedidya Grant, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY; Tzvi 
Landsman, Yeshiva Ketana Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, NY; Hershy 
Friedman, Clifton Cheder, Clifton, NJ.
Grade 6: Nochum Jordan, Degel Hatorah, Spring Valley, NY; 
Akiva Kagan, Bais Mikrah, Monsey, NY; Yehoshua Reidler, 
Torah Institute of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD; Boruch Heineman, 
Yeshiva Orchos Chaim, Lakewood, NJ. 
Grade 7: Avrohom Simcha Falik & Levi Yitzchok Prosky, The 
Cheder, Brooklyn, NY; Aryeh Leib Levy, Tiferes Elimelech, 
Staten Island, NY; Yitzchok Lensky, Yeshiva Elementary 
School, Milwaukee, WI; Boruch Shalom Goldenberg, Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Friedman, Torah Institute 
of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD, Eliashiv Portal, Bais Mikrah,  
Monsey, NY.
Grade 8: Menachem Hochberg, Torah Institute of Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; Shimi Friedman, Yeshiva Ohr Boruch,  
Chicago, IL.
The International Pirchei ַּתְרּגּום ְוֶאָחד  ִמְקָרא   program has ְׁשַנִים 
been designed as follows: Boys from 1st & 2nd grade should 
complete the ָּפָרָׁשה until ִני י 3rd grade until ,ׁשֵֵ ִליׁשִִ  4th grade until ,ׁשְְ
יִעי בִִ י 5th grade until ,רְְ  7th & 8th grades ,ִׁשִׁשי 6th grade until ,ֲחִמיׁשִּ
should complete the entire ָּפָרָׁשה. 
If you are interested in joining this special ׁשֹוְבִבי״ם program, 
please send a fax every week signed by a parent to 718 506 
9633 – include your grade, name, school, city & state, and your 
contact number and fax number. Your name will be entered 
into a raffle to win a beautiful set of ִמְקָראֹות ְּגדֹולֹות חּוָמִׁשים. 

“And what happened?” asked R' 
Silver curiously.

“Many gave half their bread so that 
they could use the man’s ִסּדּור!” he 
answered in an angry tone. “I want 
nothing to do with a religion where a 
religious person robs starving people 
of their bread!”

R' Silver understood the young 
man’s pain, and addressed him 
as would a loving father. “My dear 
son, why are you focusing on that 
one individual who made such a 
difficult demand? Why don’t you 
look at the beautiful devotion of all 
of those people who gave up their 
bread just to pray from that ִסּדּור?” 
The man thought for a long time and 
then smiled.

My ַּתְלִמיד, this broken man and 
R' Silver considered the same 
situation. Yet, they each viewed it very 
differently! R' Silver saw a side to the 
story that the man had missed in his 
anger. If you are hurt, you will often 
not see the whole picture! Speak 
about your frustration with a ֶרִּבי or a 
close friend. You may be surprised 
how they view the same picture.

!ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו ָּברּוְך

ֶרִּבי Your ,ְּבְיִדידּות

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews

Dear Talmid,

R' Eliezer Silver ַזַצ״ל was a 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל whose ָגדֹול  love ,ַאֲהַבת 

for his fellow Jew, knew no bounds. 
He was instrumental in saving tens 
of thousands of Jews during the 
WWII era. In 1939, he founded and 
was president of the Vaad Hatzolah. 
He raised over $5,000,000 to buy 
not just the freedom, but the lives, 
of many thousands of Jews trapped 
behind enemy lines. [Editor’s note: 
$5 million during 1939-1945 is 
worth more than $300,000,000 by 
today’s standards. In 1939, a loaf of 
bread cost 8¢, a NY subway ride 
was 5¢, and an average house cost  
under $4,000.]

After the war, he traveled to 
Europe to visit the DP camps filled 
with Holocaust survivors. On one 
such visit, he was approached by a 
man who defiantly said, “Rabbi, I will 
never be a religious Jew!”

“What makes you say that?” asked 
R' Silver softly.

“I saw something in the camp that 
I will never forget,” he grumbled. 
“There was a so-called ‘religious’ 
man who had smuggled a ִסּדּור into 
the camp. He had the sole ִסּדּור in the 
barracks and only agreed to lend it to 
an inmate on one condition: in return 
for half a day’s ration of bread!

Program ׁשֹוָבִבי״ם



Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

While on a break during a major convention 
of many Gedolei Torah in St. Petersberg, the 

Rabbonim were talking in learning.

The Beis HaLevi presented the tzibbur with an 
absolutely astonishing Kasha.

The Beis HaLevi was surprised that R’ Yitzchak Blazer 
was sitting on the side quietly without joining the 

pilpul. He raised his hand to silence the crowd.

The Beis HaLevi put forth an amazing Pshat, and 
then took it in another direction to explain 

what his son Chaim had answered. Everyone was 
astounded at both answers.

At first the tzibbur of Geonim sat quietly, 
grasping the perplexity of the Kasha, and 
then all at once everyone began offering 
suggestions and possible answers that 
were knocked down one after another.

After the convention the Beis HaLevi went 
home a bit disturbed.

The Beis HaLevi had an interesting idea 
that might clarify what had happened.

The Beis HaLevi read over the index of 
topics and was shocked by what he saw...

Rabbosai, I 
came up with one 

answer, and my son 
Chaim came up with 

another...

Did you notice 
that during the 
entire debate, R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 
didn’t comment?

Yes. I 
wonder why. 

It’s well known 
that his brilliance 

is equal to his 
tzidkus!

Tosfos 
in Yevomos 

Daf...
but then how 
would you 
explain....

The Ran in 
Nedorim has a 

sevorah...
however, 

that is not 
applicable 

here...

Rabbosai, my 
son, Chaim, asked 
me an interesting 

question...

Chaim, can you 
please get me the 

Pri Yitzchak?
Yes, that’s 

the Sefer that R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 

wrote.

Indeed, I’d 
like to review 

his work.

Chaim! R’ Yitzchak 
Blazer asked our Kasha in his 

sefer! Then he gave both my answer 
and yours! My son, his tzidkus and 

humility is even greater than his 
brilliance!

 was born in the small town ,ר׳ איצלה פטרּבּורגר also known as ,ר׳ יצחק ּבלָאזר זצ״ל
of Shnipissok, a suburb of Vilna, Lithuania, to ר׳ שלמה, a renowned תלמיד חכם 
and צדיק. When he was 14, his father printed a פרּוׁש that ר׳ איצלה had written on
גמרא בבא קמא . At the age of 15, he married, settled in Kovno, and became a
 ,s letters. In 1862’רבי He transcribed many of his .ר׳ ישראל סלנטר of תלמיד מבהק
he was appointed רב of St. Petersburg. For 16 years he fought valiantly 
against the משכילים. He also wrote the פרי יצחק. He returned to Kovno to give 
ם י ר ּו ע ש  and spread the ר ס ּו מ  teach ings of h is י ב ר .  Together with the 
 In .דרך המּוסר to teach the קלם and ישיבת סלּבֹודקה he traveled to ,ַאלטר מ׳נובהרדוק

1904, he emigrated to ארץ ישראל and authored אֹור ישראל and ּכֹוכבי אֹור.
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